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PREFACE. 


It  would  be  impossible  to  approach  a  collection  of 
the  Writings  OF  Washington  without  taking  some 
notice  of  the  labors  of  Mr.  Jarcd  Sparks,  the  earnest, 
conscientious,  and,  it  must  be  added,  often  injudi- 
cious pioneer  in  that  great  task.  It  is  just  to  pay 
first  a  high  tribute  to  his  indefatigable  industry  in 
gathering  the  material,  his  wide  acquaintance  with 
ihc  sources  of  histor)'  of  the  timcj  and  his  extensive 
and  generally  accurate  knowledge  of  the  men  engaged 
m  and  the  affairs  connected  with  the  troublous  period 
of  the  nation's  birth,  with  the  crucial  contest  for  a 
Mtion's  existence.  He  worked  with  imperfect  Instru- 
mwts,  much  of  ahiiost  vital  importance  to  the  truth 
escaped  his  attention,  while  family  pride  and  individ- 
•**!  selfishness  shut  him  off  from  manuscript  records 
that  would  in  his  hands  have  added  greatly  to  the 
'^laeand  rounded  out  more  completely  the  interest 
^Us  work.  It  is  fitting  that  due  acknowledgment 
Mould  be  made  of  the  great  debt  that  Americans  owe 
to  his  cfTorts,  and  no  one  is  in  a  better  position  to 
''Agnize  the  debt  thus  dut;  than  the  writer,  who  has 
P*ssaJ  over  much  of  the  same  territory,  encountered 
the  same  difficulties,  and  through  experience  been 
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brought  to  a  full  realization  of  the  greatness  of  the  tas 
accomplished  by  Mr.  Sparks.     No  small  part  of  th« 
results  of   his  labors  has   been   embodied  in   the 
volumes. 

In  spite,  however,  of  all  that  can  be  said  in  prais< 
of  Mr.  Sparks'  work,  it  must  be  admitted  that  his] 
zeal   led   him  into  a  serious  error  of  judgment,  sc 
common  to  hero-worshippers,  not  only  doing  his  owi 
reputation,  as  an  cditoi',  an  injury,  but,  what  is  o£ 
greater  moment,  conveying  a  distorted  idea  of  Wash-1 
ington's  personal  character  and  abilities — an  idea  ths 
was  rapidly  developed  into  a  cmU,  from  which  it  is  still 
difficult  to  break  away,  and  in  which  it  is  dangerous] 
to  express  unbelief.      Finding  that  Washington  had,] 
at  a  late  period  of  his  life,  carefully  corrected  som* 
of  his  earlier  letters,  erasing  and  pruning  liberally,  I 
and  altering  the  arrangement  of  sentences  and  choice] 
of    words,   wherever  his    more    mature   experience 
pointed  out  the    need,    Mr.   Sparks  took   the  sam< 
liberty  with  the  rest  of  the  letters  and  messages,  an< 
produced  what  Is  perhaps  a  more  uniform  work  than] 
could  otherwise  be  obtained,  but  one  that  is  singu-i 
larly  colorless  when  examined  to  discover  the  indi-1 
viduality  of    the   writer.      Not  only  did    the    editoi 
omit  sentences,  words,  proper  names,  and  even  para- 
graphs without  notice  to  the  reader,  but  he  materi-i 
ally  altered  the  sense  and  application  of  important 
portions  of  the  letters.     This  has  been  done  upon  no] 
well-defined  principles,  no  general   rules  that  coul< 
account  for  the  expediency  or  necessity  of  a  change 
so  radical  and.  It  must  be  admitted,  often  so  mislead-] 
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ing  and  mischievous.  The  young  colonel  of  the 
VsgiDia  regiment,  sen-ing  in  the  colonial  wars,  writes 
Mr.  Sparks'   volumes   with    the    same   maturity 

f  style  and  thought  as  the  president  of  the  estab- 
Jehied  republic.  The  interesting  study  that  might  be 
based  upon  the  gradual  mental  development  of  the 
Bias  from  youth  to  old  age  is  rendered  impossible  by 
Mr.  Sparks'  methods  of  treating  the  written  record, 
and  consequently  the  real  character  of  Washington 
as  a  man  is  as  little  known  to-day  as  it  was  to  the 
generation  that  followed  him.  The  patient  antiquary 
can  discover  a  few  incdited  records  of  the  man, 
written  in  the  full  freedom  of  friendly  intercourse  ; 
but  nothing  of  this  nature  appears  in  the  collection 
of  Mr.  Sparks. 

Some  protest  must  be  entered  against  the  whole- 
sale and  indiscriminate  charges  of  interested  motives 
for  his  acts  tliat  it  is  now  the  fashion  to  bring  against 
Mr.  Sparks.  The  blame  for  many  of  the  changes 
and  omissions  canpot  be  laid  at  his  door.  His  corre- 
spoiHlenls  often  misled  him,  wilfully  as  well  as  unin- 
tentionally ;  his  copyists  and  proof-readers  were  liable 
toeir;  while  in  other  instances  where  he  depended 
upon  a  printed  version,  the  letters  were  mutilated 
i^efore  they  reached  his  hands,  as  was  the  case  with 
the  correspondence  with  Richard  Henry  Lee,  as  pub- 
lished by  the  Lee  family. 

I  have  been  fortunate  enough  to  find  among  the 
Washington  manuscripts  in  the  Department  of  State 
the  originals  of  two  of  the  earlier  letter-books  of 
Washington,  on  which  Mr.  Sparks  based  his  editorial 
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work,  and  which  had  been  mislaid  for  so  many  years 
that  their  very  existence  was  denied.  They  contaJo 
the  original  drafts  of  his  letters,  all  but  a  few  pages 
are  his  own  writing,  and  the  changes  he  made  at  a 
late  period  of  his  life  are  so  distinctive,  both  in 
the  form  of  the  letters  and  the  colors  of  the  ink,  as 
to  make  an  error  of  date  impossible.  It  is  to  be 
regretted  that  these  books  were  not  discovered  until 
after  the  first  pages  of  this  volume  were  printed, 
when  it  was  too  late  to  utilize  this  remarkable  dis- 
covery. I  have,  however,  noted  the  diflTerences  in 
some  of  the  letters  written  during  the  campaign  of 
1758  (Volume  II.  of  this  collection),  and  the  general 
nature  of  the  changes  in  construction  and'  language 
can  be  recognized  from  them.  As  a  matter  of 
interest,  a  few  sentences  are  taken  from  the  earlier 
scries,  written  during  the  Braddock  campaign  : — 


TO    MRS.    FAIRFAX. 


ThU  I  took  SI  ■  Ecntle  rcbuk«  and 
polil*  Dinnnti  ut  (urbiilditi^  my  coc- 
rapoiuiing  with  yaa  *nil  concvive  thin 
opinion  i*  not  illy  (ounded  when  t  rt- 
fl«ct  that  1  tiavo  hithetto  (nund  it 
iva practicable  tu  engage  one  moment 
o(  youi  aiieation.     If  1  in  ihii 

I  Ii0[>c  you  wil]  OXCUH  my  prewnl 
pi«Mmption  and  lay  the  imputation 
to  claleneai  at  my  tucccuful  arrival. 
If  oin  the  conmry  th»e  atr  (carfull 
opprehenrioni  only,  how  caiy  ii  it  to 
ixmovc  my  (lupicion.  7june,i75$. 


[Ai  mmcwd  by  WuhiogMn.] 

Am  I  to  coniidci  the  prop 
mode  of  commuiiicRl!iin  a«  « 
intimation  of  your  wiihea  lo  withdiav 
your  cormpondcncc  ?  T»  a  ccroon 
degree  it  hai  thai  appearance  ;  tin  I 
have  not  been  honored  with  a  liM 
from  you  since  I  parted  with  you  it 
Relvoir.  If  thit  waa  your  otijccl,  in 
what  manner  ihall  I  apotogiie  fat  mT 
preienl  disobedience  ;  but  on  the  con- 
trary,  if  ii  waa  Ihe  efleci  of  yM 
delicacy,  bow  eaiy  it  ii  to  Ttmove  my 
anapicion. 
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TO   WILLIAM    DYRD. 


For  I  on  truly  uy  I  hftvc  no  ea- 
poctttion  of  cilhrr  \U<  at  i«wwd). 
To  mtrit  ill  cileem,  ind  lh«  good 
will  of  my  (ritniU.  b  the  xuro  <A  My 
■mbiilon,  h*ving  no  pnxpect  o[  ab> 
t«iiiin2  >  commmian.  being  perfectly 
wcU  uutod  &c 


^01 

m 


'  For  1  <ui  very  trtily  uy  I  hare 

iBpcctian  of  nwanl.  Uii  ihc  hop« 
«t  aoilax  'be  love  of  my  countiy, 
•ot  friwdly  regud  of  My  *cqtt«mi- 
ntt;  wrf  u  to  my  protpect  of  ob> 
tth^  ■  comminion  I  !■■*«  Bo*e,  ■> 
I  w  fctfeclly  well  unued  thai  il  U 
Ml  a  Gm'l  Bnddnck't  power  lo  giv* 
nit  a  one  w  I  woold  Mccpt  of.  30 
April  ITJS- 

It  would  be  an  ungrateful  task,  as  well  to  the 
reader  as  to  the  editor,  to  attempt  an  exposition  of 
how  Mr.  Sparks  applied,  as  he  thought,  the  same 
ratthotls  lo  the  later  correspondence  of  Washington, 
and  of  the  regrettable  consequences.  A  casual 
imparison  between  his  collection  and  the  present 
iltunes  will  demonstrate  the  extent  of  the  liberties 
taken  with  the  text  For  it  has  been  the  wish  of  the 
present  editor  to  return  to  the  originals,  to  give  the 
letters  as  they  were  first  written  by  Washington 
(omitting  of  course  the  rough  drafts),  with  all  their 
DBwuth  construction  of  sentences,  curious  use  of 
vords,  old  style  of  capitalization,  and  frequent  ab- 
breviations, the  various  spellings  of  proper  names, 
CTCn  of  words  in  ordinary  use.  and  the  awkward 
ptinctuation,  so  often  calculated  to  confuse  and 
mislead.  In  adopting  this  course  1  may  have  erred 
M  much  in  one  direction  as  Mr.  Sparks  did  in 
another  ;  but  I  can  plead  the  requirements  of  the 
"odem  historical  method,  demanding  fulness  and 
accuracy  of  detail  even  to  an  extreme ;  not  to  mention 
^e  serious  obstacles  that  any  middle  course  would 
hire  entailed. 
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of  the  revolutionary  and  subsequent  periods,  when 
the  burden  of  the  correspondence  rested  with  secre- 
taries.     To  the  beginning  of  the  Revolution  Wash- 
ington   composed   and    wrote   all    his   letters,   and 
carefully  copied  them  himself  into  letter-books.    The 
personal   characteristics   of    the  writer  show   more 
dearly  in   these  earlier  writings,  and  it  is  for  this 
reason  that  I  have  given  so  many  of  that  period,  and 
in  such    fulness.      Pursuing    the  same   idea  I   have 
confined  my  notes,  as  far  as  was  possible  and  con- 
sistent with  clearness,  to  contemporary  records,  and 
generally   to   the   very  words   of   the  writers.     To 
attempt  even  a  general  summary  of  what  has  been 
said,  written,  and  conjectured  on  mooted  incidents  in 
his  life  would  have  swelled  the  notes  to  an  unwieldly 
siw.    The  verj-  full  and  carefully  prepared  notes  in 
the  Narrative  and  Crilual  History  of  Amerita  render 
Mch  a  task  unnecessary.      Where  I  have   found   a 
contemporary  judgment  of  Washington's  character, 
uncolored  by  personal  hostility  or  partisan  hatred,  I 
have  quoted  it. 

In  thus  confining  myself  as  closely  as  possible  to 
what  Washington  wrote  and  what  those  who  had 
tdaiions  with  him  thought  of  his  capacity,  position, 
wkI  acts,  no  violence  is  done  to  his  reputation,  noth- 
ing is  taken  that  derogates  from  the  extraordinary 
abilities  that  showed  their  efficiency  in  small  as  well 
ssin  great  affairs.  An  awkward  word  or  phrase,  a 
strong  expression,  or  a  severely  personal  criticism  on 
Ws  contemporaries  led  to  an  alteration  or  rejection 
^  Mr.    Sparks,    not   only   from    a   wish    to   spare 
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individual  reputations,  but  also  from  an  idea  that 
publicatinn  would  dotract  from  the  greatness  of  th^ 
writer.    In  the  present  publication  nothing  of  interea 
or  importance  is  omitted  from  the  record,  but  the  re 
suit  is  not  destructive  of  any  reputations,  and  brinj 
Washington  nearer  to  us  in  thought  and  action  ths 
before. 

The  most  agreeable  part  of  my  task  now  lit 
before  me,  that  of  acknowledging  the  kind  assistanc 
so  liberally  afforded  me  by  the  possessors  of  lettci 
of  Washington  and  by  persons  interested  in  Americ 
history.  Many  as  have  been  the  rebuffs  I  ha^ 
received  in  pursuing  my  researches, — and  I  regr* 
that  I  have  been  denied  access  to  some  very  important 
collections  of  Washington  letters,— they  have  been 
far  more  than  compensated  by  the  voluntary  kindness 
of  strangers,  and  by  the  generous  acts  of  friends  and 
fellow-students  of  history  on  both  sides  of  the  ocean. 
Many  difficulties  have  been  made  smooth,  and  much 
of  the  drudgery  involved  has  been  lightened,  by  the 
encouraging  words  and  marks  of  appreciation  of  these 
good  friends.  To  the  rich  deposit  of  Washington 
papers  in  the  Department  of  State,  Washington,  'I 
have  had  full  and  free  access  through  the  courtesy  of 
Hon,  Thomas  F,  Bayard.  Mr.  Ainsworth  R.  Spofford 
and  his  assistants  have  freely  placed  before  me  the 
resources  of  the  Library  of  Congress.  Nor  should  I 
omit  to  mention  the  historical  societies  throughout 
the  country,  which  have  rarely  hesitated  to  place  at 
my  disposal  their  rich  collections  of  manuscripts  and 
authorities,   and  afforded   me  every  opportunity  to 
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utilize  their  possessions.  Easily  first,  stands  the 
Massachusetts  Historical  Society,  to  whose  librarian, 
Mr.  Green,  I  am  especially  indebted  for  favors.  To 
on«and  all  of  these  assistants  I  give  thanks,  reserving 
spedal  mention  for  the  last  volume,  when  my  burden 
of  Indebtedness  will  be  paid  in  full. 

1  have  been  specially  fortunate  in  my  copyist,  to 
whose  industry  and  accuracy  I  gladly  pay  .some  tribute. 
Through  the  courtesy  of  Mr.  Justin  Winsor  and  the 
publishers  of  the  Narrative  and  Critical  History  of 
Anirica  I  am  enabled  to  use  some  of  the  maps  and 
illustrations  prepared  for  that  valuable  and  encyclo- 
jadic  work. 

WoRTIIINGTON    ChaUNCEV    FoRD. 


VUBMCTOM,  Juuuy.  1889. 


THE   WRITINGS  OF 


GEORGE  WASHINGTON. 


JOURNAL  OF  A   SURVEY,  1748.* 

Fiyday,  March  nth,  1747/8.  Began  my  Journey  in  com- 
pany with  George  Fairfax,  Esqr.;  wc  travcll'd  this  day  40 
miles  to  Mr.  George  Neavels  in  Prince  William  County. 

Situfday,  March  12th.  This  Morning  Mr.  James  Genn, 
jrcninreyor,  came  to  us:  we  traveU'd  over  ye  Blue  Ridge 
toCipt.  A&hbya  on  Shannandoah  River.  Nothing  rcmark- 
»Nc  happen  *d. 

Suaday,  March  13.  Rode  to  his  Lordship's  Quarter 
sbont  4  miles  higher  up  yc  river.  We  went  through  most 
'wutiful  Groves  of  Sugar  Trees,  &  spent  yc  last  part  of 
y  Diy  in  admiring  yc  Trees  &  richness  of  ye  Land. 

Monday  14th.  We  sent  our  baggage  to  Capt.  Hites 
l>ttr Frederick  Town)went  ourselves  down  ye  River  about 
16  miles  to  Capt.  Isaac  Pennington's  (the  Land  exceeding 
'^and  fertile  al!  ye  way — produces  abundance  of  Grain, 
KtDp,  Tobacco,  &c.)  in  order  to  lay  o([fj  some  Land  on 
Cites  Marsh  &  Long  Marsh. 

Tuesday  isth.  Wc  set  out  early  with  intent  to  run 
"tWid  ye  sd.  Land,  but  being  taken  in  a  rain,  &  it  increas- 

*  Tlii  ii  ihe  caiUol  mtnntcKpI  of  Wuhlngion'i  ihal  I  hove  found,  except 
*^*i)>iici  in  Mrv«)ing  and  tummariM  of  hi<t  cnult^g.  uixl  ia  jirinlnl  from  the 
^^iwl  tn  the  D«p«itiii«nt  of  Slate.  Wuhingion.  It  poHe«e»  little  inlerctt 
^  (km  lu  eail^  due.  Lonl  Foirfj,!  claimed  under  t  palcnl  of  Jam** 
B'iKU  *bai  u  BOW  the  lower  cod  ut  tlie  ShrnsR<)iMh  VaJler,  and  it  was  hj 
■  fcaetioiB  tluit  Wwhingtoo  mrTejred  it.  A  copy  of  one  of  Lord  Faiifuc't 
*'*n«vniils,  Icnud  10  Wuhfnflon,  b  printed  in  ih«  NitUrual  .Vagathir. 
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ing  very  fast  obliged  us  Co  return.     It  clearing  about  OE 
o'cloclc  &  our  time  being  too  Precious  to  loose,  we  a  sccon^ 
time  ventured  out  &  worked  hard  till  night,  then   retur 
to  Penningtons.     We  got  our  suppers  &  was  Lighted  int 
a  Room  &  I  not  being  so  good  a  woodsman  as  yc  rest 
my  company,  striped  myself  very  orderly  and  went  into 
Bed,  as  they  calld  it,  when  to  my  surprize,  I  found  it  to 
nothing  but  a  little  straw  matted  together  without  sheets 
any  thing   else,  but  only   one   thread   bear  blanket   wit 
double  its  weight  of  vermin,  such  as  Lice,  Fleas,  &c. 
was  glad  to  get  up  (as  soon  as  ye  Light  was  carried  frc 
us.)     I  put  on  my  cloths  &  lay  as  my  companions.     Hi 
we  not  been  very  tired,  I  am  sure  we  should  not  have  slep'4 
much  that  night.     I  made  a  Promise  not  to  sleep  so  fr 
that  time  forward,  chusing  rather  to  sleep  in  ye  open 
before  a  fire,  as  will  appear  hereafter. 

Wednesday  i6th.     We  set  out  early  &  finish 'd  about  OQJ 
o'clock  &  then  Travelled  up  to  Frederick  Town,  where  on 
Baggage  came  to  us.     We  cleaned  ourselves  (to  get  Rid 
yc  Game  we  had  catched  ye  night  before).    J  took  a 
view  of  ye  Town  &  then  retum'd  to  our  Lodgings  wher 
we   had  a  good    Dinner   prepared  for  us.     Wine  8e  Rum 
Punch   in  plenty,  &  a  good  Feather  Bed  with  clean  sheets, 
which  was  a  very  agreeable  regale. 

Thursday  17th.  Rain'd  till  ten  o'clock  &  then  clearing  wc 
reached  as  far  as  Major  Campbells,  one  of  there  Bui^esses 
about  25  miles  from  Town.  Nothing  remarkable  this  day 
nor  night,  but  that  we  had  a  Tolerable  good  Bed  [to]  lay  on. 

Friday  i8th.  We  Travelled  up  about  35  miles  to  Thomas 
Barnwickes,  on  Potowmack,  where  we  found  ye  River  so  ex- 
cessively high  by  reason  of  ye  great  Rains  that  had  fallen 
up  about  ye  Allegany  Mountains,  as  they  told  us,  which 
was  then  bringing  down  ye  melted  snow  &  that  it  would 
not  be  fordable  for  several  Days.  It  was  then  about  six 
foot  higher  than  usual  &  was  rising.  We  agreed  to  stay 
till  Monday.    We  this  day  calld  to  see  ye  Fam'd  Warm 
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Springs,    We  camped  out  in  ye  field  this  night.     Nothing 
remarkable  happened  till  Sunday  ye  20th. 

Sunday  20th.  Finding  yc  river  not  much  abated  we  in  ye 
evening  swam  our  horses  over  and  carried  them  to  Charies 
Polks  in  Maryland,  for  pasturage  till  ye  next  Morning. 

Monday  2li>t.  We  went  over  in  a  Canoe  and  Travelled 
up  Maryland  side  all  yc  Day  in  a  continued  Rain  to  Col. 
Cresaps,  right  gainst  ye  mouth  of  ye  South  Branch,  about 
40  miles  from  Polks,  I  believe  yc  worst  road  than  ever  was 
trod  by  Man  or  Beast. 

Tuesday  22d.  Continued  Rain  and  yc  Freshes  kept  us 
at  Cresaps. 

Wednesday,  23d.  Raind  till  about  two  o'clock  & 
cleard,  when  we  were  agreeably  surprized  at  ye  sight  of 
thirty  odd  Indians  coming  from  war  with  only  one 
scalp.  We  had  some  Liquor  with  U-i  of  which  we  gave  them 
Part,  it  elevating  there  spirits,  put  them  in  ye  humor  of 
DauncingfOf  whom  we  had  a  War  Dauncc.  There  manner  of 
Daundng  is  as  follows,  viz. :  They  clear  a  Large  Circle  & 
make  a  great  Fire  in  yc  middle.  Men  seats  themselves  around 
h.  Ye  speaker  makes  a  grand  speech,  telling  them  in  what 
manner  they  are  to  daunce.  After  he  h;is  finishd  ye  best 
Oauncer  Jumps  up  as  one  awaked  out  of  a  sleep,  &  Runs 
&  Jumps  about  yc  Ring  in  a  most  cornicle  manner.  He  is 
followed  by  yc  Rest.  Then  begins  there  musicians  to  Play, 
Ye  musick  is  a  Pot  half  full  of  water,  with  a  Deerskin  strechcd 
over  it  as  tight  as  it  can,  &  a  goard  with  some  shott  in  it 
to  rattle  &  a  Piece  of  an  horse's  tail  tied  to  it  to  make  it 
look  fine.  Vc  one  keeps  rattling  &  ye  others  drumming  all 
yc  while  yc  others  is  Dauncing. 

Fryday,  2Sth,  1748.  Nothing  remarkable  on  thursday, 
bat  only  being  with  yc  Indians  all  day.  So  shall  slip  it.  This 
ii»y  left  Cresaps  &  went  up  to  ye  mouth  of  Patcrson's 
Creek,  &  there  swum  our  horses  over,  got  over  ourselves  in  a 
Qtioe  &  travelled  up  ye  following  part  of  ye  Day  to  Abram 
Jobnstoncs,  is  miles  from  ye  mouth,  where  we  camped. 
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Saterday,  26,  Travell'd  up  yc  creek  to  Solomon  Hedges, 
Esqr.  one  of  his  Majesty's  Justices  of  yc  Peace  for  ye 
County  of  Frederick,  where  we  camped.  When  we  came 
to  supper  there  was  neither  a  Cloth  upon  ye  Table  nor  a 
knife  to  cat  with  ;  but  as  good  luck  would  have  it,  we  h. 
knives  of  our  [own]. 

Sunday,  27th.     Travell'd  over  to  ye  South  Branch,  a 
tended  with  yc  Esqr.  to  Henry  Van  Mctriss,  in  order  to 
about  Intended  work  of  Lots- 
Monday.  2Sth.     Travell'd  up  ye  Branch  about  30  miles 
to  Mr.  James  Rutlidges  Horse  Jockey,  &  about   70  mil' 
from  ye  mouth. 

Tuesday,   29th.     This    Morning    went    out   &   surve; 
five  hundred  acres  of  Land,  and  went  down  to  one  Mich 
Stumpe  on  ye  So.  Fork  of  ye  Branch.    On  our  way  shot 
two  wild  Turkies, 

Wednesday,  30th.  This  Morning  began  our  Intend 
business  of  Laying  of[f|  Lots.  We  began  at  ye  Bounda: 
Line  of  ye  Northern  10  miles  above  Stumps,  &  run  of[ 
two  Lots,  &  return 'd  to  Stumps. 

Thursday,  31st,     Early  this  Morning  one  of  our  men  weal 
out  with  ye  gun,  &  soon  returned  with  two  wild  Turki 
We  then  went  to  our  business  run  of[f  j  three  lots,  &  return 
to  our  camping  place  at  Stumps. 

Fryday,  April  ye  1st,  1748.     This  Morning  shot  twice 
wild  Turkies,  but  killd  none.    Run  of[ri  three  Lots  &  returtu 
to  camp. 

Saterday,  April  2d.  Last  night  was  a  blowing  rain 
night.  Our  straw  catch 'd  a  Fire,  yt,  we  were  la>'ing  upon, 
was  luckily  preservd  by  one  of  our  Men's  awaking  when  ii 
was  in  a  [  '  ].  We  run  of[f]  four  lots  this  day  which  reachci 
below  Stumps. 

Sunday,  3d.     Last  Night  was  a  much  more  blusterin 
night  than  yc  former.     Wc  had  our  tent  carried  quite  o([f] 
with  ye  wind,  and  was  obliged  to  Lie  ye  Latter  part  of  ye 


ilcs     1 
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night  without  covering.    There  came  several  Persons  to  see 

ns  this  day.     One  of  our  men  shot  a  wild  Turkic.  _ 

Monday,  4th.  This  Morning  Mr.  Fairfax  Ie(t  us  with  )  \S) 
intent  to  go  down  by  yc  mouth  of  yc  Branch.  We  did  two 
Lots  &  was  attended  by  a  great  Company  of  People,  men 
Women,  &  children,  that  attended  us  through  ye  woods  as 
we  went,  shewing  there  antick  tricks.  I  really  think  they 
seem  to  be  as  ignorant  a  set  of  people  as  the  Indians.  They 
would  never  speak  English  but  when  spoken  to,  they  speak 
all  Dutch.  This  day  our  tent  was  blown  down  by  ycj 
violentness  of  ye  wind. 

Tuesday.  5th.  We  went  out  &  did  4  Lots.  We  were 
attended  by  yc  same  Company  o(  People,  yt,  we  had  yc 
day  before. 

Wednesday,  6th,  Last  night  was  so  Intolerably  smoky 
that  we  were  obliged  all  h.tnds  to  leave  ye  Tent  to  ye  Mercy 
of  ye  wind  &  Fire.  This  day  wa.s  attended  by  our  aforcd. 
Company,  up  tilt  about  12  o'clock.  When  we  linished,  wc 
Travelld  down  yc  Branch  to  Henry  Van  Mctriss,  On  our 
journey  was  catchd  in  a  very  heavy  rain.  We  got  under 
a  straw  House  until  yc  worst  of  it  was  over.  &  then  con- 
tioucd  our  Journey.  --.^ 

Thursday,  7th.  Raind  successively  all  last  night.  This 
morning  one  of  our  men  killd  a  wild  Turkie  that  weight  20 
Pounds.  We  went  &  surveyd  15  Hundred  acres  of  Land 
8c.  retumd  to  Van  Mctriss  about  1  o'clock.  About  two  I 
heard  that  Mr.  Tairfax  was  come  up  &  at  i  Peter  Cassey's, 
about  2  miles  oftf]  in  yc  same  old  field.  I  then  took  my  horse 
&  went  up  to  see  him.  We  eat  our  Dinners  &  walked  down 
to  Van  Metris's.  We  stayed  about  two  hours  &  walked  back 
again,  and  slept  in  Cassey's  House  which  was  ye  fir^t  night 
I  had  slept  in  a  House  since  1  came  up  to  ye  Branch.        ^ 

Fryday,  8th.  We  breakfasted  at  Cassey's  &  rode  down 
to  Van  Metris's  to  get  all  our  Company  together,  which 
when  wc  had  accomplished,  wc  rode  down  below  ye  Trough 
in  order  to  lay  of  Lots  there.    Wc  laid  of  [f]  one  this  day. 
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The  Trough  is  couple  of  Ledges  of  Mountains,  impassable,] 
running  side  &  side  together  for  above  7  or  8  miles 
ye  River  down  between  them.  You  must  ride  round  yc_ 
back  of  ye  Mountain  for  to  get  below  them.  We  campe 
this  Night  in  ye  woods  near  a  wild  Meadow,  where  was 
large  stack  of  Hay.  After  we  had  Pitched  our  Tent 
madea  verylarge  Fire,  we  pulled  out  our  knapsack,  in  order 
to  Recruit  ourselves.  Every  [one]  was  his  own  cook.  Our 
Spits  was  forked  Sticks,  our  Plates  was  a  large  Chip  ;  as  for 
Dishes,  we  had  none.  ^| 

Saterd.ay,  gth.     Set  yc  Surveyors  to  work,   whilst  Mr. 
Fairfax  &  myself  stayed  at  ye  Tent.     Our   Provision  bcin| 
all  exhausted  &  ye  Person  that  was  to  bring  us  a  Recni^ 
disappointing  us,  we  were  obliged  to  go  without  untill 
could  get  some  from  ye  neighbors,  which  was  not  untill  4' 
or  5  o'clock  in  ye  Evening.   We  then  took  leaves  of  ye  Rest 
of  our  Company,  road  down  to  John  Colins  in  order  to 
of  [f]  ye  next  Day  homewards. 

Sunday,  loth.  We  took  our  farewell  of  ye  Branch 
travelld  over  Hills  and  Mountains  to  Coddys,  on  Gr 
Cacapehon,  about  40  miles, 

Monday,  nth.  We  travelld  from  Coddys  down  t« 
Frederick  Town,  where  we  reached  about  12  o'clock.  W( 
dined  in  Town  and  then  went  to  Capt.  Hites  &  lodged. 

Tuesday,  1 2th, — We  set  of[r|  from  Capt.  Kites  in  order  t< 
go  over  Wms.  Gap,  about  20  miles,  and  after  riding  afaotitl 
20  miles  we  had  20  to  go,  for  we  had  lost  ourselves  &  got 
up  as  high  as  Ashby's  Bent.  We  did  get  over  Wms.  Ga[ 
that  night,  and  as  low  as  Wm,  West  in  Fairfax  County,  ll 
miles  from  ye  Top  of  ye  Ridge.  This  day  see  a  Rattle 
snake,  ye  first  we  had  seen  in  all  our  journey. 

Wednesday,  ye  13th  of  April,  1748,     Mr,  Fairfax  got  saf<j 
home  and  I  myself  safe  to  my  Brothers,  which  conclude 
my  journal." 


'  In  (he  lame  bijok  are  his  survey  note*,  two  short  poems,  and  a  lew  Ictlen 
wrlltea  >(  ihls  lime,  [wa  of  which  are  here  (H-lnied.  ~ 
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TO 


Dear  Richard, 

The  receipt  of  your  kind  favor  of  the  2d  of  this 
insiant  afforded  me  unspeakable  pleasure,  as  I  am 
toQvinced  I  am  still  in  the  memory  of  so  worthy  a 
friend, — a  friendship  I  shall  ever  be  proud  of  in- 
creasing. Yours  gave  mc  the  more  pleasure,  as 
1  received  it  amongst  a  parcel  of  barbarians  and 
an  uncouth  set  of  people.  The  like  favor  often 
repeated  would  give  me  pleasure,  altho'  I  seem  to 
be  in  a  place  where  no  real  satisfaction  is  to  be  had. 
Since  you  received  my  letter  in  October  last,  I  have 
not  sleep'd  above  three  nights  or  four  in  a  bed,  but, 
after  walking  a  good  deal  all  the  day,  I  lay  down 
before  the  fire  upon  a  little  hay,  straw,  fodder,  or 
bearskin,  which  ever  is  to  be  had,  with  man,  wife, 
and  children,  like  a  parcel  of  dogs  and  cats ;  and 
bappy  is  he,  who  gets  the  berth  nearest  the  fire. 
There  's  nothing  would  make  it  pass  off  tolerably 
but  a  good  reward.  A  doubloon  is  my  constant 
gain  every  day  that  the  weather  will  permit  my  going 
out,  and  sometimes  six  pistoles.  The  coldness  of 
ibe  weather  will  not  allow  of  my  making  a  long  stay, 
as  the  lodging  is  rather  too  cold  for  the  time  of  year. 
I  have  never  had  my  clothes  off,  but  lay  and  sleep  in 
ihem.  except  the  few  nights  I  have  lay'n  in  Frederic 
Town, 


Dkar  Friend  Robin, 
As  it  's  the  greatest  mark  of  friendship  and  es- 
absent  friends   can   shew  each  other,  in  writ- 
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ing  and  often  communicating  their  thoughts,  to  ht 
fellow  companions,  I  make  one  endeavor  to  sij 
nalize  myself  in  acquainting  you,  from  time  to  time 
and  at  all  times,  my  situation  and  employments 
life,  and  could  wish  you  would  take  half  the  pains 
of  contriving  me  a  letter  by  any  opportunity,  as 
you  may  be  well  assured  of  its  meeting  with  a  very 
welcome  reception.  My  place  of  residence  is  at 
present  at  his  Lordship's,  where  I  might,  was  my 
heart  disengaged,  pass  my  time  very  pleasantly  as 
there  's  a  very  agreeable  young  lady  lives  in  the 
same  house,  (Colonel  George  Fairfax's  wife's  sis- 
ter.) But  as  that 's  only  adding  fuel  to  fire,  it  makes 
me  the  more  uneasy,  for  by  often,  and  unavoidably, 
being  in  company  with  her  revives  my  former  passion 
for  your  Lowland  beauty  ;  whereas,  was  I  to  live 
more  retired  from  young  women,  I  might  in  some 
measure  eliviate  my  sorrows,  by  burying  that  chaste 
and  troublesome  passion  in  the  grave  of  oblivion  or 
etarnall  forget  fulness,  for  as  I  am  very  well  assured, 
that 's  the  only  antidote  or  remedy,  that  I  ever  shall 
be  relieved  by  or  only  recess  that  can  administer  any 
cure  or  help  to  me,  as  I  am  well  convinced,  was  I 
ever  to  attempt  any  thing,  I  should  only  get  a  denial 
which  would  be  only  adding  grief  to  uneasiness.' 

■  A  cuiioua  mcmoranilum  exists  io  hU  MS.,  and,  judging  (rom  Ibehiad* 
writing,  belongs  lo  thii  period :  "  Mcmonmilum  ;  Io  have  my  coil  mode  by  ibe 
followiog  dir«clii>nt :  I'o  bo  midc  a  frock  with  *  lapel  breast  ;  the  U|»l  I« 
(onlain  on  racli  side  lix  bultonholes,  and  lo  b«  about  5  or  6  inches  wide  all 
the  way.  equal,  aiul  to  turn  ax  the  lireut  or  the  coat  docs  ;  to  have  it  made  very 
lonj!  waisled  And  in  Itngtli  to  conic  ilowii  lo  or  below  the  lient  of  ihe  knee  ;  ilie 
waiit  Erom  the  armpit  to  the  (uld  to  be  exactly  as  long  or  longer  than  from 
thence  to  the  bottoin  ;  not  to  have  more  than  one  fold  in  the  ikirt  and  the  top 
to  be  made  juil   lo  turn  in.  and  Ihtce  buttonholes ;  the  lapel  al  the  (Op  to  (itn 
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TO  WM.  FAUNTLEROV.  SR. 

Ma)-  3o.  17)1, 

Sir  ;  I  should  have  been  down  long  before  this, 
but  my  business  in  Frederick  detained  me  somewhat 
longer  than  I  expected,  and  immediately  upon  my 
rttura  from  thence  I  was  taken  with  a  violent  pleu- 
rise,  which  has  reduced  me  very  low  ;  but  purpose, 
2ssoon  as  I  recover  my  strength,  to  wait  on  Miss 
Bcts)*,'  in  hopes  of  a  revocation  of  the  former  cruel 
sentence,  and  see  if  1  can  meet  with  any  alteration 
in  my  favor.  I  have  enclosed  a  letter  to  her,  which 
should  be  much  obliged  to  you  for  the  deliver)'  of  it 
I  have  nothing  to  add  but  my  best  respects  to  your 
good  lady  and  family. 


JOURNAL   TO  THE   OHIO,  1753. 

FaiuBC  yeu*  troutilc  hxd  t«en  bicwlng  Ixtween  the  Frenili  init   Eogillsh 

c  tW  (%a  Eronlien  of  the  cotonits.  cacli  nation  lajring  cliim  to  a  jiosraioii 

^fcioi],  ofld  scckinc  by  erery  mcnnji  to  monopoliie  the  important  fur  trade 

■MdK  iBiltoat.     Eni^lith  govcrnon  wcie  granting  Undx  anil  En);li)Ji  Iradera 

li  MIIbi*  wore  pmbing  ovir  llu  mnuntahu,  aUblisbing  italtont  and  tci-king 

lit  ad  of  the  lodjuit, — ciept  that  were  regarded  by  the  Fretich  m  encroach- 

'Onti.mJ  that  ur)^e<l  then  lo  talci  counla  nieniiiiiei  to  chlablith  mil  tiialnlain 

Uodxina.     In  1749.  Cd«ron  d«  Bimiillc  passed  Froin  La  Chine  to  tbe  Ohio, 

ud  don  u  (ai  u  tbe  Great  Miami,  conciliaiine  the  Indiana  with  gift*  or 

pJtiiK  their  UMDi  to  hU  acta  liy  ihrcaii,  and,  watning  off  English  trader*. 

Aa^ljr  look  pcaanuion  of  lh«  country  in  the  name  ol  his  nmslci.  Louii  XV, 

WUIe  tbc«c  e*eiiU  were  taking  place  the  Ohio  Company  wai  (oimcd  in  Vir- 

pUa,  (o  foaad  a  colony  In  (he  region  In  (lli|iuie.  aixl  under  a  trown  giant  (ire- 

^■rad  to  take  powawioo.  Mwling  a  trader.  Chriitopher  Gist,  to  select  and  lo- 

ai  the  cape  of  the  coot,  end  bottom  to  come  parallel  with  the  bullonliolo  :  the 
lau  biulonbole  in  tbe  brcwt  to  be  ti|;fat  oppoiile  to  the  ballon  on  the  hip." 

To  MWDiuaf^  a  nklHlary  tfiifil  and  supply  the  meant  uf  mining  the  militia, 
Vbpnw  wa«  dinded  i«  1751  inlo  four  dislrictt,  over  each  of  vliicli  wit  placed 
as  adintaat-geseial.  who  held  the  rank  of  major.  WaihJngton  wai  one  o( 
fl>we  Bdjatanta.    Tb«  salary  appears  10  have  been  /too  a  year. 

■  Ufa*  Betiy  Fisntleroy. 
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cUc  thF  land.     On   ilicir  tide  iii«   Fituch  coniliucted  tcterel   foctt.     F 
Knyitind  the  colonial  govcniori  rccelTcd  nolke  of  ihese  cncfoachmcnli, 
■rrre  instructed  to  rcquicv  llie  subjects  of  my  foreign  powcn  nop: 
boilding  fort!  on  the  territory  claimed,  to  desid  from  "  any  sudi  nnUwfnl 
dennlilnKi."  and  if  Ihiii  requltilion  ihould  not  be  obeyed,  (o  emplojr  force.' 
■mn  in  response  to  these  orders  Ibat  Governor  Dinwiddle  »eni  Wubi&|;ion 
the  Ohio,  and  ibui  fomiilled  the  action  ol  renniylntnia.     "The  mailer 
the  requt«llian  enjoined  by  Lord  Huldemeue't  leller  wu  ii|[n.in  taken  into 
■idention  *a<l  ■  form  igiced  U|)i>n  ;  Sut  iievera!  perMint  who  came  lo  ii 
front  Virginia  reporting  that  Governor  Dinwiddle  had  lent  an  oflicci  to 
French  camp  on  that  errand  ;  and  it  being  nnterinin  what  pari   th 
bly  of  this  Froviiice  would  lake  In  ihis  alTnir,  it  wan  agreeit  to  pattpone  il 
it  ihould  be  known  what  Governor  Dinwiddie  hud  done  or  propoted  to  do. 
/Vwx.  &>/.  Kk..  v.,  705.     Dinwiddie  wrote  to  Governor  llamillon  on  Nfl 
vemlicr  24II1,  thai  h«  had  »enl  "  a  pervon  of  dintinclion  "  lo  the  comniander  ol 
French.     Upon  the  publication  of  Ihe  follo^ng  journal  copiw  were  Knt  to 
the  colooial  governors.  ^ 


ADVERTISEMENT. 
At  it  was  Utought  advtseabU  by  his  Honour  the  Gofemffr  , 
kaiv  the  following  Aceount  of  my  Proceedings  to  and  from  the 
French  on  Ohio,  committed  to  Print ;  I  think  I  can  do  nc 
less  than  apologise,  in  some  Measure,  for  the  numberUss  Impcr* 
fecticns  of  it.  ■ 

T/iere  intervened  but  one  Day  between  my  Arrhal  in  Wii^ 
LIAMSBURG,  and  the  Time  for  the  Councils  Meeting,  for  me 
to  prepare  and  transcribe,  from  the  rough  Minutes  I  had  1 
in  my  Travels,  this  yournai ;  the  zvriting  of  which  only  w 
su^eient  to  employ  me  closely  the  whole  Time,  consequently  aa 
mitted  of  no  Leisure  to  consult  of  a  new  and  proper  Form 
offer   it   in,  or  to  correct  or  amend  the  Diction  of  the  old- 
Neither  jvas  I  apprised,  nor  did  in  the  least  conceit'e,  when 
wrote  this  for  his  Honour's  Perusal,  that  it  ever  would  be  ^ 
lisked,  or  even  have  tnore  than  a  cursory  Reading ;  till  I  \ 
informed,  at  the  Meeting  of  the  present  Getieral  Assembly,  tk 
it  was  already  in  the  Press. 

There  is  nothing  can  recommend  it  lo  the  Public,  but  th 
Those  Things  which  came  under  llie  Notice  of  my  own  Obse 

'  Holdeinesse  10  Govemon,  August  aS,  1753. 
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(w«,  /  kavt  bten  explicit  and  just  in  a  Recital  of: — Thost 
vlaci  I  have  gathered  from  Report,  I  have  been  particularly 
tadwus  not  to  augmmt,  lutt  colUeted  the  Opinions  of  the  several 
Itteliigmcers,  and  stUcted  from  the  whole,  the  most  probable 
aiti consistent  Account.' 

IG.  Wasiiington. 
Wcdneulaf,  Oelobcr  31,  1753. 
I  was  commissioned  and  appointed  by  the  Hon- 
rable  Robert  Dinwiddie,  Esq  ;  Governor,  &c.,  of 
Vtrpnia,  to  visit  and  deliver  a  letter  to  the  Com- 
mandant of  the  Frentk  forces  on  the  Oltio,  and  set 
out  on  the  intended  journey  the  same  day:    The 
next.  I  arrived  at  Fredericksburg,  and  engaged  Mr. 
^Jettb    Vanbraam,'    to    be    my    French    interpreter ; 
^■id  proceeded  with  him  to  Alexandria,  where  we 
^Woride4    Necessaries.     From    thence   we    went    to 
^ ^hukester,   and   got    Baggage,    Horses,   &c;    and 
from  thence   we   pursued  the  new   Road  to   Wills- 
Cretk,*  where  we  arrived  the  14th  of  Noventber. 

Here  I  engaged  Mr.  Gist*  to  pilot  us  out,  and  also 
wed  four  others  as  Scr\'itors,  Barnaby  Currin  and 
7«fc«  Mat-Quire,  Indian  Traders,  Henry  Steward, 

'  Ttie  at%ln>l  editkin  el  iku  Jounikl,  prinlcd  in  1754  by  WtltUm  Hunter  U 
WMtubarc.  U  eitMMclr  i>re,  "m  tvn  (i«conlIti);  (u  Mr.  Field)  that  biii  iwa 
MfN*  an  knovn  to  vxiil.'*  Mr,  Brinlejr.  ot  Hartford,  possessed  a  copif  that 
ai^|liiaU7  belonged  to  Mr.  Rich.  Fetcn.  uid  it  wai  lold  in  tSSo.  ai  ihc  disper- 
iIm  «f  tiia  libtao'i  lor  $$Ao.  An  Englliib  edition  wmi  )iu1>1i»li«i|  liy  T.  Jcderyt 
mLoodanio  1754.  oad  it  ii  [rout  thai  edition  that  ih«  foltowing  reprint  hak 
bvcDMadc. 

'  Vu  Biaam  was  •  Hollanilcr,  and  had  Mr**4  under  Laurence  Waahinston 
ia  die  Canbkfcna  eipedilion.     He  had  been  fencing-muter  to  Waihinglon. 
•  Now  Caiab«f  land.  Md. 

*C&rtitopbcr  GiM.     Hia  joDiD*!  viD  be  found  ia  the  Cvlltttifiu  e/  tk*  Mtu- 
■Hi  Hitltritat Stdtty.    Seric*  3,  vol.  v..  p.  I03. 
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and  William  yenktns:  and  in  company  with  those 
persons,  left  the  Inhabitants  the  Day  following." 

The  excessive  Rains  and  vast  Quantity  of  Snow 
which  had  fallen,  prevented  our  reaching  Mr.  Fra- 
zier's,  an  Indian  Trader,  at  the  Mouth  of  Turtle  Creek, 
on  Moftongalula  {  RiverJ,  till  Thursday,  the  aad.  We 
were  informed  here,  that  Expresses  had  been  sent  a 
few  Days  before  to  the  Traders  down  the  River,  to 
acquaint  them  with  the  Fretuh  General's'  death,  and 
the  Return  of  the  major  Part  of  the  Fratck  Army 
into  Winter  Quarters.' 

The  Waters  were  quite  impassable,  without  swim- 
ming our  Horses ;  which  obliged  us  to  get  the  Loan  of 
a  Canoe  from  Frazier,  and  to  send  Barnaby  Currin 
and  Henry  Steward  down  the  MoHongahela,  with  out 
Baggage,  to  meet  us  at  the  Forks  of  Ohio,  about  r 
miles,  there  to  cross  the  Aligany.^ 

'Tlumdajr,  tjth.— Wc  *ei  out,  and  «t  night  enMnped  at  Georse'i  Cnek. 
■boot  elghl  mile*,  nhera  *  mciMDger  aunt  wlih  kiten  (rom  mj  ton,  whii  wu 
linl  rctomrd  from  hii  people  ol  the  CheiokM^.  and  \vf  tick  ■(  Uie  moutli  o( 
CoQOgodioguc.  Hui  ai  I  found  mytrK  Gntend  again  on  public  butinon.  aad 
Uajw  Wa»hiD(;(on  ami  ail  the  company  nnvrilling  1  ihould  i«iarn,  I  wrata  asd 
■■nt  m«diciD«a  to  m;'  ton.  uid  to  continued  my  jouino)-.  and  encamped  U  a 
big  bill  on  ibe  forks  o(  Vouchlosany ,  about  eighteen  milci. 

Friday  ibih.— The  next  daj  wl  out  and  got  to  Ibo  big  fork  of  wM 
abovl  ten  milei  there. 

Satnrday,  I7lh. — Wc  encamped  and  reitcd  our  honeis  aikd  llieo  we  eet  oat 
early  In  (he  morning. 

Sunday.  iSlh. — And  at  night  got  to  my  lioiue  in  the  new  telliement,  abool 
twenty-one  milei;  mow  aboiii  ankle  deep. 

Mond:ty  r^ih, — Set  out,  crou  Big  Vtnighiogany,  tu  Jacob'i  cabini,  abtMl 
twenty  miles.  Here  some  of  out  hones  atraggted  away,  and  we  did  not  gel 
away  until  eleven  o'clock. 

TuBday.  aolh. — Set  out,  had  nun  in  the  ftftemoon.     1  killed  a  deer ; 
elled  about  seven  miles. 

Wtdneulay.  aitt. — It  continued  to  rain.     Staid  all  day. — Gut. 

'  Pierre  Paul.  Sieur  de  Marin,  who  commanded  the  Duqueine  expedite 

*  The  Okie  anil  Atigany  are  the  lanne  River. — A'i4t  m  On£ina]. 
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As  I  got  down  before  the  Canoe,  I  spent  some  lime 
in  viewing  the  Rivers,  and  the  Land  in  the  Fork ; 
itich  I  think  extremely  well  situated  for  a  Fort,  as  it 
has  the  absolute  Command  of  both  Rivers.  The 
Lard  at  the  Point  is  20  or  25  Feet  above  the  common 
Surface  of  the  Water ;  and  a  considerable  Bottom  of 
&t.  well-timbered  land  all  around  it,  very  convenient 
t«  Building  :  The  Rivers  are  each  a  Quarter  of  a 
Mile,  or  more,  across,  and  run  here  very  near  at  right 
Angles  :  Aligany  bearing  N.  E.  and  Monongahtia  S. 
E.  The  former  of  these  two  is  a  vcrj'  rapid  and 
niJl  running  Water;  the  other  deep  and  still,  with- 
miiany  perceptible  Fall. 

About  two  Mites  from  this,  on  the  South  East  Side 
U  the  river,  at  the  Place  where  the  Ohio  Company 
ied  to  erect  a  Fort,  lives  S/ir'ngtss,'  king  of  the 
vares:  We  called  upon  him,  to  invite  him  to 
Council  at  the  LoggS'T ovin.' 

As  1  had  taken  3  good  deal  of  Notice  Yesterday  of 
the  Situation  at  the  Forks,  my  Curiosity  led  me  to 
oamine  this  more  particulariy,  and  1  think  it  greatly 
inferior,  either  for  Defence  or  Advantages  :  especially 
tile  latter:  For  a  Fort  at  the  Forks  would  be  equally 
*eQ  situated  on  the  Ohio,  and  have  the  entire  Com- 
aandof  i}nt  Motum^htla  ;  which  runs  up  to  our  Set- 

'SUii|;b>.  or  Shin];*),  vrw  ■  Deljirarc  chief,  who  at  fint  favoted  ihr  Eng. 
la^  bat  tfurvwfb  joiocri  Oio  KrciKb  «■>•]  b«i;anie  the  imor  of  the  back  uiilc- 
■i«H.  U  I7s6  PcDtiiTlvRiiU  oiei«d  a  Rwmid  oC  9jS<>  <0i  >■>>  iMad. — /Vnh 
i^hamim  GaMta,  Jknsarj  1$,  ITS6. 

'The  FRAch  name  d(  this  pUn  wu  diintnpitf.  The  exact  locaiion  is  ■ 
■■ttcr  a(  doabt.  Crachan  places  it  oo  the  south  lidc  of  thi  river,  or  left  han<l 
■  llimailiw^  It  b  r«)ir«»eMcd  on  tbe  map  in  FtktrAbmkawii  AtmaiMt, 
f^t.  nere  vu  MwUiet  Chiiiingii^  (the  Sheoan^o  o(  ibe  Engliiti)  on  the 
AIkgh»7. 
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tlements  and  is  extremely  well  designed  for  Wate 
Carriage,  as  it  is  of  a  deep  still  Nature.     Beside 
a  fort  at  the  Fork  might  be  built  at  a  much  k 
Expence,  than  at  the  other  Place. 

Nature  has  well  contrived  this  lower  Place,  fo 
Water  Defence  ;  but  the  Hill  whereon  it  must  star 
being  about  a  Quarter  of  a  Mile  in  Length,  and  the 
descending  gradually  on  the  Land  Side,  will  render  il^ 
difficult  and  very  expensive,  to  make  a  sufficient  Fc 
tification  there. — The  whole  Flat  upon  the  Hill  mi 
be  taken-in,  the  Side  next  tlie  Descent  made  extremelj 
high,  or  else  the  Hill  itself  cut  away :  Otherwise,  tlvB 
Enemy  may  raise  Batteries  within  that  Distanc 
without  being  exposed  to  a  single  Shot  from  tli 
Fort. 

Shingiss  attended  us  to  the  Loggs-'\GV!T\,  where 
arrived  between  Sun-setting  and  Dark,  the  25th  Da 
after  I  left  Williamsburg.     We  travelled  over  sor 
extreme  good  and  bad  Land,  to  get  to  this  Place- 
As  soon  as  I  came  into  Town,  I  went  to  Monakato 
eha'  (as  the  Half-king  was  out  at  his  hunting-Cabbin  1 
\\xx\e.  Beaver-QreeV,  about  15  Miles  off)  and  inform< 
him  by  yokn  Davison,  my  Indian  Interpreter,  that 
was  sent  a  Messenger  to  tYie  Fretuh  General ;  and 
was  ordered  to  call  upon  the  Sachems  of  the  Sui 
Nations,  to  acquaint  them  with   it. — I  gave  him 
String  of  Wampum,'  and  a  Twist  of  Tobacco,  ai 

'  Monaotooiha  was  an  Oneida  chief  living  near  ine  Ohio,  The  Half-Klo 
also  koowD  as  ThaaacrishoQ,  was  a  S«neca  chief,  owing  alle^iaD<x  to  the  I 
Nationi. 

'  A  kind  of  Indian  money  ;  al»o  giren  aa  a  Preaenl  oi  Mark  of  Friend 
— NeU  lit  Ikt  Ongimal. 
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desired  him  to  send  for  the  HaIf>King;  which  he 
promised  to  do  by  a  Runner  in  the  Morning,  and  for 
other  Sachems. — I  invited  him  and  the  other  great 
Men  present  to  my  Tent,  where  they  stay'd  about  an 
Hour  and  retum'd. 

According  to  the  best  Obser\'ations  I  could  make, 
Mr.  Gisfs  new  Settlement  (which  we  pass'd  by)  bears 
about  W.  N.  W.  70  Miles  from  WiUs-Ct^^V  ;  Shan- 
apmt,  or  the  Forks  N.  by  W.  or  N.  N.  W.  about  50 
Miles  from  that ;  and  from  thence  to  the  Z.<^;^-Town, 
dve course  is  nearly  West" about  18  or  20  Miles:  so 
t!)at  the  whole  Distance,  as  we  went  and  computed 
it.  is  at  least  135  or  140  Miles  from  our  back  Inhab- 
itants. 

J5th.  Came  to  Town  four  or  ten  Frenekmen  who 
had  deiierted  from  a  Company  at  the  Kuskuskas,' 
which  lies  at  the  Mouth  of  this  River.  I  got  the  fol- 
lowing Account  from  them.  They  were  sent  from 
NttthOr leans  with  1 00  men,  and  8  Canoe- Loads  of  Pro- 
visions to  this  Place ;  where  they  expected  to  have 
met  the  same  Number  of  Men,  from  the  Forts  on  this 
Side  Lake  Erie,  to  convey  them  and  the  Stores  up, 
who  were  not  arrived  when  they  ran-off. 

I  enquired  into  the  Situation  of  the  French,  on  the 
Mississippi,  their  Number,  and  what  Forts  they  had 
built  They  inform 'd  me,  That  there  were  four  small 
Forts  between  New  Orleans  and  the  Black-Islands,* 

>  Sbo  pbot*  Kndiaiku  on  Blc  B«tvcr  Creeli,  anil  ilie  map  in  PaJktr 
Mrmh»w^$  AhKAmat  ilon  Ibc  nni«.  It  w*t  Ihe  ctiief  luwn  of  the  Six  ICitiuns. 

*  **  Wailiniflon  va>  bete  erideniljr  miikd  by  tbe  xiund.  and  miitook  Illinoii 
far  ,l*In  Nolrei,  thai  ii  Black  ktanite.  There  wat  no  French  poai  calUd 
Black  U«ik1s,  bat  ilie  name  lUinuis,  now  *o  familUi  [o  ui,  wai  then  unheard 
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garrrison'd  with  about  30  or  40  Men,  and  a  few  sms 
Pieces  in  each.     That  at  New  Orleans,  which  is  nea 
the  Mouth  of  the  Mississippi,  there  are  35  Cotnpaniea 
of  40  Men  each,  with  a  pretty  strong  Fort  mounting 
8  Carriage  Guns ;  and  at  the  Biaek-hlands  there  are 
several  Companies,  and  a  Fort  with  6  Guns.  'X\\^Black- 
fslands  are  about  1 30  Leag^ues  above  the  Mouth  of 
the  Ohio,  which  is  about  350  above  New-OrUaHS.\ 
They  also  acquainted  me  that  there  was  a  small  palfl 
lisado'd  Fort'  on  the  Ohio,  at  the  Mouth  of  the  Obais^ 
about  60  Leagues  from  the  Mississippi.    The  Obaish 
heads  near  the  West  End  of  Lake  Erie,  and  affords 
the  Communication  between  the  French  on  Aftssu- 
sippi  and  those  on  the  Lakes.    These  Deserters  car 
up  from  the  lower  Shanoah  Town  *  with  one  Brow* 
an  Indian  Trader,  and  were  going  to  Philadelphia. 

About  3  o'clock  this  Evening  the  Half-King  came  1 
to  Town.  I  went  up  and  invited  him  with  Davisoi^^ 
privately,  to  my  Tent  ;  and  desir'd  him  to  relate  some 
of  the  Particulars  of  his  Journey  to  the  French  Com^d 
mandant,  and  Reception  there :  Also  to  give  me  atfl^ 
account  of  the  Ways  and  Distance.  He  told  me  that 
the  nearest  and  levellest  Way  was  now  impassable,  by     | 

in  tbe  Biilish  cirloiiin.  The  Mininiciand  lUinois  were  known  as  ChickUi^hickt 
and  Tvfighlwie,  and  both  logclhet  frcqucoliy  under  Ihc  lul.  the  more  i 
mon  Icnn,"— /.  G.  Skfa. 

■  Probably  Vincciines.     It  ww  founded  before  1750. 

'The  name  Ousbache  wn?  origin«Ily  given  by  the  French  explorers  to 
Ohio,  but  CTcrilually  wns  applied  10  the  branch. 

*  Or  fVahaik,  written  by  the  Frmck  Ouatask. — Nalt  in  lit  Origiiml. 

'  "  Shawanoc,  or  is  now  wriiien,  Shawnee.  They  were  oalled  by  the  Fr 
Ouwanon.  They  were  the  most  leslleis  of  the  Algonijnin  Iribes,  having  1 
(or  a  longer  or  ihorler  pccitnl  in  almost  all  the  Atlantic  colonies  from  Flo 
to  New  York."— y.  C.  Skia. 
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Reason  of  many  large  mirey  Savannas  ;  that  we  must 
be  obliged  to  go  by  Venango,'  and  should  not  get  to 
ihcnear  Fort  under  5  or  6  Nights  Sleep,  good  Trav- 
elling. When  he  went  to  the  Fort,  he  said  he  was 
received  in  a  very  stem  Manner  by  the  late  Com- 
mander ;  who  ask'd  him  ver)'  abruptly,  what  he  had 
rome  about,  and  to  declare  his  Business :  Which  he 
Slid  he  did  in  the  following  Speech  : — 

Fuhers,  I  am  come  to  tell  you  j^otir  own  Speeches  ;  what  j-our 
m  Mouths  have  declared.  Fathers.  You  in  former  Days,  set  a 
dwr  Bason  before  us,  wherein  there  was  the  Leg  of  a  Beaver, 
od  detir'd  all  the  Nations  to  come  and  eat  of  it ;  to  eat  in  Peace 
ud  Henty,  and  not  to  be  churlish  to  one  another  :  and  that  if 
i^iach  Person  should  be  found  10  be  a  Disturber,  I  here  lay 
don  by  the  Edge  of  the  Dish  a  Rod,  which  you  must  scourge 
Acs  with  ;  and  if  I  your  Father,  should  get  foolish,  in  my  old 
Dtft,  I  desire  you  may  use  it  upon  me  as  well  as  others. 

Now  Fathers,  it  is  you  who  arc  the  Disturbent  In  this  Land,  by 
comiog  and  building  your  Towns  ;  and  taking  it  away  unknown 
'•ooi,  and  by  Force. 

Faihent,  We  kindled  a  fire  a  long  Time  ago,  at  a  Place  called 
Xontrtai,  where  we  desired  yuu  to  stay,  and  not  to  come  and  in- 
Hade  upon  our  land.  1  now  desire  you  may  dispatch  to  that 
Place ;  for  be  it  known  to  you,  Fathers,  that  this  is  our  Land, 
ud  not  yours. 

Father^  I  desire  you  may  hear  me  in  Civilness  ;  if  not,  we 
most  handle  that  Rod  which  was  laid  down  for  (he  Use  of  the 
ibslreperous.  if  you  had  come  in  a  peaceable  Manner,  like  our 
Brothers  the  Englhh,  vc  should  not  have  been  against  your 
trading  with  us,  as  they  do  ;  but  to  come,  Father;:,  akd  build 
Hotncs  UPON  OUR  Lakd,  and  to  take  it  by  Force,  is  what 
ws  caknot  submit  to. 

Fathers,  Both  you  and  the   Eighth  are  white,  we  live  in  a 
Country  between  ;  therefore  the  Land  belongs  to  neither  one  nor 

VaMagO  m%  at  Ui«  ■n««tuig  ol  Ficnch  Cnck  xni  ihe  Alleghany  Kiver. 
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t'other  :  But  the  Great  Being  above  allow'd  it  to  be  a  vlacc  of 
Residence  for  us  ;  so  Fathers,  I  desire  you  to  withdraw,  as  I  have 
done  our  Brothers  the  English:  For  I  will  keep  you  at  Ann's 
length.  I  lay  this  down  as  a  Trial  for  both,  to  see  which  will 
have  the  greatest  Regard  to  it,  and  that  Side  we  wilt  stand  by  and 
make  equal  shares  with  us.  Our  Brothers,  the  Englith,  hav* 
heard  this,  and  I  come  now  to  tell  it  to  you  ;  for  I  am  not  afraid 
to  discharge  you  ofF  this  Land. 

This  he  said  was  the  substance  of  what  lie  spoke  to 
the  General,  who  made  this  Reply. 


4 


Now  my  child,  I  have  heard  your  Speech  :  you  spoke  first,  but 
it  is  my  'I'ime  to  speak  now.  Where  is  my  Wampum  that  you 
took  away,  with  the  Marks  of  towns  in  it  ?  This  wampum  I  do 
not  know,  which  you  have  discharged  me  off  the  Land  with  ;  but 
you  need  not  put  yourself  to  the  Trouble  of  speaking,  for  I  will 
not  hear  you.  I  am  not  afraid  of  Plies,  or  Musquitos,  for  InJiatu 
arc  stich  as  those.  1  tell  you,  down  that  River  I  will  go,  and  will 
build  Upon  it,  according  to  my  command.  If  the  River  was 
block'd  up,  1  have  Forces  sufficient  to  burst  it  open  and  tread 
under  my  Feet  all  that  Stand  in  Opposition,  together  with  their 
Alliances  ;  for  ray  Force  Is  as  the  Sand  upon  the  Sea  Shore  : 
therefore,  here  is  your  Wampum,  I  fling  it  at  you.  Child,  you 
talk  foolish  ;  you  say  this  Land  belongs  to  you,  but  there  is.  not 
the  Black  of  my  Nail  yours.  1  saw  that  Land  sooner  than  you 
did,  before  the  Shannoahs  and  you  were  at  War  :  LfaJ  was  the 
Man  who  went  down  and  look  Possession  of  that  River :  It  is  my 
Land,  and  I  will  have  it,  let  who  will  stand-up  for,  or  say-against 
it.  I  '11  buy  ^nd  sell  with  the  English  {moching/y).  If  People  will_ 
be  rul'd  by  me,  they  may  expect  kindness,  but  not  else. 

The  Half-King  told  me  he  enquired  of  the  Genets! 
after  two  Englishmen  who  were  made  Prisoners,  ant 
received  this  Answer. 

Child,  you  think  it  is  a  very  great  Hardship  that  I  made  Pris- 
oners of  those  two  People  at  Venat^o.     Don't  you  coQccrn  your- 
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self  witb  it :  We  took  and  carried  ihera  to  Canada,  (o  get  Intelli- 
gence of  what  the  EnglitA  were  doing  in  Virginia. 

He  informed  me  that  they  had  built  two  Forts,  one 
on  Lake  Eric,'  and  another  on  /^rc«M-Creek'  near  a 
small  Lake  about  15  Miles  asunder,  and  a  large  Wag- 
gon Road  between :  They  are  both  built  after  the 
same  Model,  but  different  in  the  Size ;  that  on  the 
Lake  the  largest  He  gave  me  a  Plan  of  them,  of  his 
own  drawing. 

The  Indians  enquired  very  particularly  after  their 
Brothers  in  Carolina  Goal. 

They  also  asked  what  sort  of  Boy  it  was  who  was 
taken  from  the  .S'owM- Branch ;  for  they  were  told  by 
some  Indians,  that  a  Party  of  French  Indians  had 
carried  a  white  Boy  by  the  Kuskuska  Town,  towards 
the  Lakes. 

26th.  We  met  in  Council  at  the  Long-House,  about 
9  o'clock,  where  I  spoke  to  them  as  follows : 

Brothers,  1  have  called  you  together  in  Council  by  order  of 
your  Brother,  the  Governor  of  Virginia,  to  acquaint  you,  that  I 
im  sent,  with  all  pouible  Dispatch,  to  visit,  and  deliver  a  Letter 
to  (he  French  Commandiint,  of  very  great  Importance  to  your 
Brothers,  the  English  ;  and  I  dare  say,  to  you  their  Friends  and 
allies. 

I  wu  desired.  Brothers,  hy  your  Brother  the  Governor,  to  call 
upon  yon,  the  Sachems  of  the  Nations,  to  inform  you  of  it,  and  to 
ask  your  Advice  and  Assistance  to  proceed  the  nearest  and  best 
Road  to  the  Freiuh.  You  sec,  Brothers,  I  ha^e  gotten  thus  far 
on  my  Journey. 

His  Honour  likewise  desired  tne  to  apply  to  you  for  some  of 
yottr  young  Men,  to  conduct  and  provide  Provisions  for  us  on  oar 

'  I'ort  PrMque  ble,  wtthin  the  pment  limits  o\  Erie. 

*  Fort  le  Bo^l.     It  Mood  mstiIic  pt««*iit  loirn  of  Wa(«rfoiil.  Pa. 
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Way^  and  be  a  safe-giiard  against  those  Frentk  In^'ans  who  have 
taken  up  the  hatchet  against  us.  I  have  spoke  this  particularly  to 
you  Brothers,  because  hi§  Honour  our  Governor  treats  you  as 
good  Friends  and  Allies  ;  and  holds  you  in  great  Esteem.  To 
confinn  what  I  have  said,  I  give  you  this  String  of  Wampum. 


After  they  had  considered  for  some  Time  on  the 
above  Discourse,  the  Half-King  got  up  and  spoke  : — 

Now,  my  Brothers,  in  regard  to  what  my  Brother  the  Governor 
has  desired  me,  I  return  you  this  answer.  ' 

1  rely  upon  you  as  a  Brother  ought  to  do,  as  you  say  we  are 
Brothers  and  one  People  :  We  shall  put  Heart  in  Hand  and  speak 
to  our  Fathers  the  French  concerning  the  Speech  they  made  to 
me ;  and  you  may  depend  that  we  will  endeavour  to  be  your 
Guard. 

Brother,  as  you  have  asked  my  .\dvice,  I  hope  you  will  be  ruled 
by  it  and  stay  till  !  can  provide  a  Company  to  go  with  you.  The 
French  Speech-Belt  is  not  here,  I  have -it  to  go  for  to  my  hunting 
Cabbin  :  Likewise  the  People  whom  I  have  ordered  in,  are  not 
yet  come,  nor  cannot  till  the  third  Night  from  this  :  till  which 
Time,  brother,  I  must  beg  you  to  stay. 

I  intend  to  send  a  Guard  of  Mingo's '  Shannoah' i  and  Delarvarts* 
thai  our  Brothers  may  see  the  Love  and  Loyalty  we  bear  them. 

As  I  had  Orders  to  make  all  possible  Dispatch,  and 
waiting  here  was  very  contrary  to  my  Inclinations,  1 
thanked  him  in  the  most  suitable  Manner  I  could; 
and  told  him,  that  my  Business  required  the  greatest 

'  "  The  Mengwi.  Minguiu,  at  Mingncs,  were  properly  the  Andosies  or  Gao- 
dulaguei.  ihc  Indians  of  Concstogn.  on  ihe  Susquehannah,  known  by  th«  (or- 
met  name  lo  Ihe  Algnnquins.  anil  llieir  oJliei,  Ihe  Dutch  am!  Swedei,  and  by 
Ihe  laiier  to  the  five  nalioniBud  the  Englbh  of  New  York.  The  Marylanden 
knew  them  as  tlie  SusquehDnnas.  Upon  their  reduction  by  the  live  nation*  in 
^6;i  after  a  long  war,  the  Aiidastcs  were  to  a  great  eiltnl  mingled  with  iheir 
conquerors,  and  a  patty  removing  to  the  Ohio,  commonly  called  Mingoet,  wu 
thus  inide  up,  of  Iroquois  and  Min^oes."— y.  G.  SAta. 

'An  Algnncjuin  nation  (Lenni  Lenape).  Shea  conjectures  that  Iliey  were  K 
bnnch  of  the  Itlboii  migrating  to  the  E«tt. 
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Expedition,  and  would  not  admit  of  that  Delay.  He 
was  not  well  pleased  that  I  should  offer  to  go  before 
the  Time  he  had  appointed,  and  told  me,  that  he  could 
not  consent  to  our  going  without  a  Guard,  for  Fear 
some  Accident  should  befal  us  and  draw  a  Reflection 
upon  him.  Besides,  says  he.  this  is  a.  Matter  of  no 
small  Moment,  and  must  not  be  entered  into  without 
due  Consideration  :  For  now  I  intend  to  deliver  up 
the  />«w^-Speech-Belt,  and  make  the  Shanoaks 
and  Delawares  do  the  same.  And  accordingly  he 
gave  orders  to  King  Shittgiss,  who  was  present,  to 
attend  on  Wednesday  Night  with  the  Wampum  ;  and 
two  Men  of  their  Nation  to  be  in  Readiness  to  set-out 
with  us  next  Morning.  As  I  found  it  was  impossible 
to  get-off  without  affronting  them  in  the  most  egre- 
gious Manner,  I  consented  to  stay. 

1  gave  them  back  a  String  of  Wampum  which  I  met 
with  at  Mr.  Frazier's,  and  which  they  had  sent  with  a 
Speech  tohis  Honour  the  Governor,  to  inform  him,  that 
three  Nations  of  Fremk  hidiam,  viz :  Ckippoways. 
OUaways,  and  Orundaks'  had  taken-up  the  Hatchet 
against  the  English  ;  and  desired  them  to  repeat  it 
over  again :  But  this  they  postponed  doing  till  they 
met  in  full  Council  with  the  Shannoahs  AnA  Delaware 
Chiefs, 

2  "jtk.     Runners  were  now  dispatched  very  early  for 

'  Ot  llwM  Iriba  She*  wiiln :  "  The  Ctiippewap  w«re  fiitt  known  l»  Ike 
Fc^ch  as  Otcbiboa^  uiiw«tin{  to  lh«  modem  fonn  Ojibwsy  or  Ouhipwc. 
TWy  uv  an  Algonquin  tribe,  wboM  reudence  wu  at  Slult  Sta  Marie  .  .  . 
The  Ottawa*  wct«  anolhir  Algonqutn  tribe  lonod  on  Lak«  Onlario,  Th«7 
iMMcd,  wben  6nt  known,  two  bnnche.  the  RUkakoui  and  Sina^ocs,  and 
■«■  iWBwkably  ernMI.  Tho  Onindaki  are  cvidcnil;'  tlig  Adirondacki  ot 
[few  Tofk  writer*,  tlw  Algon^nin  of  Uia  French." 
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the  Shannoak  Chiefs.     The  Half-King  set  out 
self  to  fetch  the  /Vf«c^-Speech-Belt  from  his  1 
ing  Cabbin. 

2%ih.     He  returned  this  Evening,  and  came  with 
Monokato&cha,  and  two  other  Sachems  to  my  Ten 
and  begged  (as  they  had  complied  with  his  Honou 
the  Governor's  Request,  in  providing  Men,  &c)  ta" 
know  on  what  Business  we  were  going  to  the  French  f 
this  was  a  Question  I  all  along  expected,  and  ha 
provided  as  satisfactory  Answers  to,  as  I  could  ;  which 
allayed  their  Curiosity  a  little. 

Monokaioocha  informed  me,  that  an  Indian  from' 
Venango  brought  News,  a  few  Days  ago,  that   the 
French  had  called  all  the  Mingo's,  Dclawares,  &c. 
together  at  that  Place  ;  and  told  them,  that  they  in^ 
tended  to  have  been  down  the  River  this  Fall,  but  the 
Waters  were  growing  cold,  and  the  Winter  advancing, 
which  obliged  them  to  go  into  Quarters :  But  that  the 
might  assuredly  expect  them  in  the  Spring,  with  a  f; 
greater  Number  ;and  desired  that  they  might  be  quit 
passive,  and  not  to  intermeddle,  unless  they  had   a 
Mind  to  draw  all  their  Force  upon  them  :  For  that  they 
expected  to  fight  the  Engtisk  three  Years  (as  they 
supposed  there  would  be  some  Attempts  made  to  stop 
them),  in  which  Time  they  should  conquer  :  But  that 
if  they  should  prove  equally  Strong,  they  and  the 
Fnglish  would  join  to  cut  them  all  off,  and  divide  the 
Land  between   them  :     That   though  they  had  losi 
their  General,  and  some  few  of  their  Soldiers,  yet  there 
were  Men  enough  to  reinforce  them,  and  make  the 
masters  of  the  Olm. 
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This  Speech,  he  said,  was  delivered  to  them  by  one 
Captain  yomaire,'  their  Interpreter  in  Chief,  living  at 
Venango,  and  a  Man  of  Note  in  the  Army. 

29th.  'Ilic  Half-King  and  Monokatooeha  came 
very  early,  and  begged  me  to  stay  one  Day  more  :  For 
notwithstanding  they  had  used  all  the  Diligence  in 
their  Power,  the  Shanoah  Chiefs  had  not  brought 
the  Wampum  they  ordered,  butwonld  certainly  be  in 
To-night  ;  if  not,  they  would  delay  me  no  longer,  but 
would  send  it  after  us  as  soon  as  they  arrived.  ^When 
I  found  them  so  pressing  in  their  Request,  and  knew 
that  returning  of  Wampum  was  the  abolishing  of 
Agreements;  and  giving  this  up,  was  shaking-ofT  all 
Dependance  upon  the  French,  I  consented  to  slay,  as  1 
believed  an  Offence  offered  at  this  Crisis,  might  be  at- 
tended with  greater  ill  Consequence,  than  another 
Day's  Delay.  They  also  informed  me,  that  Shingisi 
could  not  get-in  his  Men ;  and  was  prevented  from 
coming  himself  by  his  Wife's  Sickness  (I  believe,  by 
Fear  of  the  FretuA) ;  but  that  the  Wampum  of 
that  Nation  was  lodged  with  Kusta/oga  one  of  their 
Chiefs  at  Venango. 

In  the  Evening  late  they  came  again  and  acquaint- 
ed me  that  the  S/tannmAs  were  not  yet  arrived,  but 
that  it  should  not  retard  the  Prosecution  of  our 
journey.  He  delivered  in  my  Hearing,  the  Speeches 
that  were  to  be  made  to  the  French  by  Jeskakake, 
one  of  their  old  Chiefs,  which  was  giving-up  the  Belt 


<  Cbibat  4e  Jonoun,  a  lMLf.brc«d  officer.  »on  of  ■  Francb  oIKcer  and  ft 
"irrri  Kjutw,  wm  o*c  o(  lli«  ino<i  ukIuI  in>(nim«nU  in  Ih«  *Mvic<  of  ibe 
rreacb  l«r  (atainf  ibc  aid  a(  the  Intliant. 
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the  late  Commandant  had  asked  for,  and  repeating 
near  the  same  Speech  he  himself  had  done  before. 

He  also  delivered  a  String  of  Wampum  to  this 
Chief,  which  was  sent  by  King  Shingiss,  to  be  given 
to  Kuslaioga,  with  orders  to  repair  to  the  French, 
and  deliver  up  the  Wampum. 

He  likewise  gave  a  very  large  String  of  black  and 
white  Wampum,  which  was  to  be  sent  up  immediately 
to  the  Six  Nations,  if  the  Frenek  refused  to  quit  the 
I^and  at  this  Warning ;  which  was  the  third  and  last 
Time,  and  was  the  Right  of  this  Jtskakake  to  deliver. 

30th.  Last  Night  the  great  Men  assembled  to 
their  Council-House,  to  consult  further  about  this 
Journey,  and  who  were  to  go;  The  Result  of  which 
was,  that  only  three  of  their  Chiefs,  with  one  of  their 
best  Hunters,  should  be  our  Convoy.  The  Reason 
they  gave  for  not  sending  more,  after  what  had  been 
proposed  at  Council  the  26th,  was,  thatagreater  Num- 
ber might  give  the  French  Suspicions  of  some  bad  De- 
sign, and  cause  them  to  be  treated  rudely:  But  I 
rather  think  they  could  not  get  their  Hunters  in.' 

We  set  out  about  9  o'Clock  with  the  Half-King 
Jeskakake,  While  Thunder,  zx\d.i^^  Hunter; and  trav- 
elled on  the  Road  to  Venango,  where  we  arrived  the 

'  "  Friday,  30/4. — Al  nighl  we  encamped  at  th«  inutthering  towD,  mboat 
fifteen  milci.  on  >  branch  of  Giciil  Beaver  Creek.  Got  some  corn  and  dried 
meat.  Saturday.  Dtttmber  iil. — Set  out,  und  it  nighl  encnniped  at  the  crotv 
inf;  of  Beaver  Creek  fTum  the  Kaskuskies  to  Venango,  about  thirl)'  miles.  Th« 
next  day  rain  ;  our  ladiani  went  out  a  hunting  ;  they  killed  two  bucks.  Had 
rain  all  day.  Monday,  yS. — Wc  set  out  and  travelled  all  day.  Eiicampcil  al 
night  00  one  of  the  head  btanchei  ot  Great  Beaver  Creek,  about  twenty  two 
mile*.  Tutiday,  4/i. — Set  out,  about  lifleen  milci  10  (he  town  of  Venango." 
—GM. 
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4th  of  December,  without  any  Thing  remarkable  hap- 
pening but  a  continued  Series  of  bad  Weather. 

This  is  an  old  indiau  Town,  situated  at  the  Mouth 
of  French  Creek  on  Ohio;  and  lies  near  N.  about 
60  Miles  from  the  Z.(^|^-Town.  but  more  than  70 
the  Way  we  were  obliged  to  go. 

We  found  the  French  Colours  hoisted  at  a  llouse 
from  which  they  had  driven  Mr.  John  Frasier,  an 
EHgiisA  Subject.  I  immediately  repaired  to  it,  to 
know  where  the  Commander  resided.  There  were 
three  Officers,  one  of  whom.  Capt  Joncaire,  informed 
me,  that  he  had  the  Command  of  the  Ohio:  But  that, 
there  was  3  General  Officer  at  the  near  Fort,  where  he 
advised  me  to  apply  for  an  Ans%-er.  He  invited  us  to 
sup  with  them  ;  and  treated  us  with  the  greatest  Com- 
plaisance. 

The  Wine,  as  they  dosed  themselves  pretty  plen- 
tifully with  it,  soon  banished  the  Restraint  which  at 
first  appeared  in  their  Conversation  ;  and  gave  a  Li- 
cence to  their  Tongues  to  reveal  their  Sentiments 
rnore  freely. 

They  told  me.  That  it  was  their  absolute  Design 

to  take  Possession  of  the  Okio.  and  by  G they 

would  do  it :  For  that  altho'  they  were  sensible  the 
English  could  raise  two  Men  for  their  one ;  yet 
they  knew  their  Motions  were  too  slow  and  dila- 
tory to  prevent  any  Undertaking  of  theirs.  They 
pretend  to  have  an  undoubted  Right  to  the  River, 
from  a  Discovery  made  by  one  La  Salle  60  Years 
^o ;  and  the  Rise  of  this  Expedition  is,  to  prevent  our 
settling  on   the  River  or  Waters  of  it,  as  they  had 
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heard  of  some  Families  moving-out  in  Order- thereto.* 
From  the  best  Intelligence  I  could  get,  there  have 
been  1500  Men  on  their  Side  Ontario  Lake  ;  But 
upon  the  Death  of  the  General  all  were  recalled  to 
about  6  or  700,  who  were  left  to  garrison  four  Forts, 
150  or  there  abouts  in  each.  The  first  of  them  is  on 
Fr£Hch■Q'!&(^i  near  a  small  Lake,  about  60  Miles  from 
Venattgo,  near  N.N.W.  the  next  lies  on  Lake  Erie, 
where  the  greater  Part  of  their  Stores  are  kept, 
about  15  Miles  from  the  other.  From  this  it  is  120 
Miles  to  the  carrying  Place  at  the  Falls  of  Lake  Erie 
where  there  is  a  small  Fort ' ;  which  they  lodge  their 
Goods  at,  in  bringing  them  from  Montreal,  the  Place, 
whence  all  their  Stores  come  from.  The  next  Fort 
lies  about  20  Miles  from  this,  on  0/i/nrro-Lake.'  Be- 
tween this  Fort  and  Montreal  there  are  three  others, 
the  first  ^  of  which  is  near  opposite  to  the  English 
Fort  Oswego.  From  the  Fort  on  Lake  Erit  to 
Montreal  is  about  600  Miles,  which  they  say  requires 
no  more,  if  good  Weather,  than  four  Weeks  Voyage,  if 
they  go  in  Barks  or  large  Vessels,  so  that  they  may 
cross  the  Lake :  But  if  they  come  in  Canoes  it  will 
require  5  or  6  Weeks,  for  they  are  obliged  to  keep 
under  the  Shore. 

5th.  Rain'd  excessively  all  Day,  which  prevented 
our  Travelling.  Capt.  yoncaire  sent  for  the  Half- 
King,  as  he  had  but  just  heard  that  he  came  with  me : 
He  aHected  to  be  much  concerned  that  I  did  not 
make  free  to  bring  them  in  before.  I  excused  it  in 
the  best  Manner  I  was  capable,  and  told  him,  I  did 


'  Foil  Niagara. 


'  Fort  Toronto. 
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not  think  their  company  agreeable,  as  I  had  heard 
him  say  a  good  deal  in  Dispraise  of  Indians  in  gen- 
eral. But  another  Motive  prevented  me  from  bring- 
ing them  into  his  Company :  I  knew  he  was  Interpre- 
ter, and  a  Person  of  very  great  InHuence  among  the 
Indians,  and  had  lately  used  all  possible  Means  to 
draw  them  over  to  their  Interest ;  therefore  I  was 
desirous  of  giving  no  Opportunity  that  could  be 
avoided. 

When  they  came  in,  there  was  great  Pleasure  ex- 
pressed at  seeing  them.  He  wondered  how  they 
could  be  so  near  without  coming  to  visit  him  ;  made 
several  trifling  Presents ;  and  applied  Liquor  so  fast. 
that  they  were  soon  reodered  incapable  of  the  Busi- 
ness they  came  about,  nottt-ithstanding  the  Caution 
which  was  given.' 

6th.  The  Half-King  came  to  my  Tent,  quite  sol>cr, 
and  insfsted  very  much  that  I  should  stay  and  hear 
what  he  had  to  say  to  the  French.  1  fain  would 
have  prevented  his  speaking  any  Thing  till  he  came 
to  the  Commandant,  but  could  not  prevail.  He  told 
mc  that  at  this  Place  a  Council  Fire  was  kindled, 
where  all  their  Business  with  these  People  was  to  be 
transacted ;  and  that  the  Management  of  the  Indian 
affairs  was  left  solely  to  Monsieur  yomaire.  As  I 
was  desirous  of  knowing  the  Issue  of  this,  I  agreed 

'GtMnjrsUtu  on  diii  diy  "cur  Indinnt  were  in  council  wtih  the  iJela- 
virc*.  who  lived  under  Ihe  French  colon,  and  oiJercd  thein  to  deliver  up  lo 
Iki  Freoch  lli€  brit.  with  llie  aurk  of  Ibe  lour  lowni,  according  (o  dnire  o[ 
King  SliingiK.  BuE  lh«  chief  of  these  Dclawaret  «iid.  '  il  woi  true  King  Shin- 
(Im  ■■  gital  nstn,  liot  be  had  tent  no  tprech  in<l,'  ««lil  he.  '  I  cinnnt  jirelend 
Id  n«ke  a  >p<«ch  for  a  king.'  So  our  Indian*  could  not  prevail  u-ith  thrni  lo 
Ml*er  ihetr  bell." 
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to  stay  :  But  sent  our  Horses  a  little  way  up  Freiu. 
Creek  to  raft  over  and  encamp  ;  which  I  knew  would 
make  it  near  Night. 

About  lo  o'clock  they  met  in  Council  The  King 
spoke  much  the  same  as  he  had  before  done  to  the 
General  ;  and  offered  the  French  Speech-Belt  which 
had  before  been  demanded,  with  the  Marks  of  four 
Towns  on  it,  which  Monsieur  yoncaire  refused  to  re- 
ceive ;  but  desired  him  to  carry  it  to  the  Fort  to  the 
Commander. 

7th.  Monsieur  La  Force,  Commissary  of  the 
Fretuh  Stores,  and  three  other  Soldiers  came  over  to 
accompany  us  up.  We  found  it  extremely  difficult" 
to  get  the  Indians  off  To-day,  as  every  Stratagem  had 
been  used  to  prevent  their  going-up  with  me.  I  had 
last  Night,  left  ydm  Davison  (the  Indian  Interpreter 
whom  I  brought  with  me  from  Town),  and  strictly 
charged  him  not  to  be  out  of  their  Company,  as  I 
could  not  get  them  over  to  my  Tent ;  for  they  had 
some  Business  with  Kustaloga.  and  chiefly  to  know 
the  Reason  why  he  did  not  deliver  up  the  French  Belt 
which  he  had  in  Keeping  :  But  I  was  obliged  to  send 
Mr.  Gist  over  To-day  to  fetch  them ;  which  he  did 
with  great  Persuasion.' 

'  "  Friday,  "jli. — All  encnmpcd  at  Sugir  Creek,  five  miles  from  Venango. 
The  ci«k  being  very  high,  we  were  obliged  !□  carry  all  out  baggage  over  on 
Irecs.  and  swim  out  horses.  The  Major  nnd  I  vreni  Rrsl  over,  with  our  booti 
on.  SalMrJay,  S/4.— Wc  set  out  »nd  liivelled  Iwenty-five  miles  loCiusewiso, 
%n  old  Indian  town.  Sunday.  t)tk. — We  set  out.  left  one  ot  our  horsei  heie 
that  could  iravel  no  further.  This  day  we  liavelled  lo  the  bij;  crosing,  abonl 
fifteen  miles,  and  encimped.  Out  Indians  went  out  lo  look  oul  logs  to  make 
B  raft,  but  as  the  water  wai  high  and  there  were  other  creeks  to  cross,  we  con- 
cluded to  keep  up  this  side  ihe   creek.     Meitday,   10/4. — Set  out,  ItavaUad 
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At  1 1  o'clock  we  set  out  for  the  Fort,  and  were 
prevented  from  arriving  there  till  the  1  ith  by  exces- 
sive Rains.  Snows,  and  bad  Travelling,  through  many 
Mires  and  Swamps,  These  we  were  obliged  to  pass, 
to  avoid  crossing  the  Creek,  which  was  impossible, 
either  by  fording  or  rafting,  the  Water  was  so  high 
and  rapid. 

Wc  passed  over  much  good  Land  since  we  left 
Venai^,  and  through  several  extensive  and  verj'  rich 
Meadows ;  one  of  which  1  believe  was  near  four 
Miles  in  Length,  and  considerably  wide  in  some 
Places. 

'  1 2th.  I  prepared  early  to  wait  upon  the  Com- 
mander, and  was  received  and  conducted  to  him  by 
the  second  Officer  in  Command.  I  acquainted  him 
with  my  Business,  and  offered  my  Commission  and 
Letter  :  Both  of  which  he  desired  me  to  keep  till  the 
Arrival  of  Monsieur  Riparti  Captain,  at  the  next 
Fort,  who  was  sent  for  and  expected  ever>'  Hour. 

This  Commander  is  a  Knight  of  the  military  Order 
of  St.  I^ewis,  and  named  Legardeur  de  Si.  Pierre.' 
He  is  an  elderly  Gentleman,  and  has  much  the  Air 
of  a  Soldier.    He  was  sent  over  to  take  the  Command 


l>B«lritfc*  aillw  and  eaoHiiptil.  Our  Indiant  killed  ■  bru.  Here  we  had  ■ 
tnck  10  ens.  *er7  d«ep ;  we  gol  over  on  a  ItN.  and  got  our  goods  over. 
Tmnlaf  XUk. — Wetel  out,  levelled  about  fifteen  miles  to  the  French  fori, 
Uu  Rdt  being  let." — Gitt. 

'  LcEudeui  de  St.  ricne  bad  juil  retamed  from  an  cipediiion  lowaidi  (he 
Rock)'  Houniaina  when  he  wai  tent  to  succeed  the  dying  Muin.  He  aftcr- 
■trdi  terred  andet  Dieilcau .  and  was  killed  in  the  "blooily  morning  kouI  " 
put  before  ibe  battle  o(  Lake  George,  17;;.  Hii  fuH  name  was  Legaidenr  iJe 
S(.  Pieirc  d«  Reptntiicn]',  (he  tail  ptobabiy  being,  a»  Mr.  Shea  luggnu,  tbe 
Riparti  )iut  mentioned. 
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immediately  upon  the  Death  of  the  late  General,  and 
arrived  here  about  seven  Days  before  me. 

At  2  o'clock  the  Gentleman  who  was  sent  for  ar- 
rived, when  I  ofTered  the  Letter,  &c,  again  ;  which 
they  received,  and  adjourned  into  a  private  Apart- 
ment for  the  Captain  to  translate,  who  understood  a 
little  English.  /Vftcr  he  had  done  it,  the  Commander 
desired  I  would  walk-in,  and  bring  my  Interpreter  to 
peruse  and  correct  it ;  which  I  did. 

13th.  The  chief  Officers  retired,  to  hold  a  Council 
of  War ;  which  gave  me  an  Opportunity  of  taking  the 
Dimensions  of  the  Fort,  and  making  what  Observa- 
tions I  could. 

It  is  situated  on  the  South  or  West  Fork  of  Fretuk 
Creek,  near  the  Water;  and  is  almost  surrounded  by 
the  Creek,  and  a  small  Branch  of  it  which  forms  a 
Kind  of  Island.  Four  Houses  compose  the  Sides. 
The  Bastions  are  made  of  Piles  driven  into  the 
Ground,  standing  more  than  12  Feet  above  it,  and 
sharp  at  Top  :  With  Port-Holes  cut  for  Cannon,  and 
Loop-Holes  for  the  small  Arms  to  fire  through.  There 
are  eight  6  lb.  Pieces  mounted,  in  each  Bastion  ;  and 
one  Piece  of  four  Pound  before  the  Gate.  In  the 
Bastions  are  a  Guard-House,  Chapel,  Doctor's  Lodg- 
ing, and  the  Commander's  private  Store :  Round  which 
are  laid  Plat-Forms  for  the  Cannon  and  Men  to  stand 
on.  There  are  several  Barracks  without  the  Fort,  for 
the  Soldiers  Dwelling ;  covered,  some  with  Bark 
and  some  with  Boards,  made  chiefly  of  Loggs. 
There  are  also  several  other  Houses,  such  as  Stables, 
Smiths  Shop,  &c. 


rvRT  Dv  qvKWK  ahd  vkikitv. 


froM  Falkir  AiraiAm'i  Almanae.  Kejr-  I,  Monnngihda  RtT«t ;  i,  Fori 
Oh  Qmmiic;  3.  itMunall  Ion  :  4,  Alleghany  Rlvci;  5,  AllcKliany,  IiidUn  town: 
ft.  Sianapiai :  7.  V'anyaii^iijr  River :  S,  Ohio,  or  AlltghxHy  Rjrcr ;  9.  Logs. 
W*  :  10,  Bc«nt  Creek  :  11.  Kiukuki«,  ifac  chief  Kowji  of  ihe  Sii  Niliont; 
ii,.*iUsgo«sTowa:  13,  Allc|;ulp|)ek ;  14.  SEnnnkaftv;  15. TuitlelTuiilc)  Creek; 
rt.  Pine  (-'rc«k.  From  llic  iVarrativt  uikI  Crititat  Hitlery  tf  Anurita,  by 
onntsj  of  Uie  publttben. 
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I  could  get  no  certain  Account  of  the  Number  of 
Men  here  :  But  according  to  the  best  judgment  I 
could  form,  there  are  an  Hundred  exclusive  of  Offi- 
cers, of  which  there  are  many.  1  also  gave  Orders 
to  the  People  who  were  with  me,  to  take  an  exact 
Account  of  the  Canoes  which  were  hauled-up  to  con- 
vcj-  their  Forces  down  in  the  Spring.  This  they 
did,  and  told  50  of  Birch  Bark,  and  1 70  of  Pine ;  be- 
sides many  others  which  were  blocked-out,  in  Read!- 
ocss  to  make.  ' 

14th.  As  the  Snow  encreased  very  fast,  and  our 
Hanes  daily  became  weaker,  I  sent  them  ofT  un- 
loaded; under  the  Care  of  Bamaiy  Currin,  and  two 
others,  to  make  all  convenient  Dispatch  to  Venango, 
Mii  there  wait  our  Arrival,  if  there  was  a  Prospect 
of  the  Rivers  freezing  ;  If  not,  then  to  continue  down 
ViSkanafiin's  Town,  at  the  Forks  of  Ohio,  and  there 
10  wait  till  we  came  to  cross  Aliganey ;  intending 
^fsdf  to  go  down  by  Water,  as  I  had  the  Offer  of 
1  Canoe  or  two. 

As  I  found  many  Plots  concerted  to  retard  the 
/idlmu  Business,  and  prevent  their  returning  with 
me;  I  endeavor'd  all  that  lay  in  my  Power  to  frua- 
tnte  their  Schemes,  and  hurry  them  on  to  execute 
titer  intended  Design.  They  accordingly  pressed  for 
Admittance  this  Evening,  which  at  Length  was  granted 
titem,  privately,  with  the  Commander  and  one  or  two 
oAcr  officers.  The  Half-King  told  me,  that  he  of- 
fer'd  the  Wampum  to  the  Commander,  who  evaded 
Uking  it.  and  made  many  fair  Promises  of  Love  and 
f^riendsbip  ;  said  he  wanted  to  live  in  Peace,  and  trade 
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amicably  with  them,  as  a  Proof  of  which  he  would 
send  some  Goods  immediately  down  to  the  Logg's- 
Town  for  them.  But  I  rather  think  the  Design  of 
that  is,  to  bring  away  all  our  straggling  Traders  they 
meet  with,  as  I^  privately  understood  they  intended 
to  carry  an  Officer.  &c,  with  them.  And  what  rather 
confirms  this  Opinion,  I  was  enquiring  of  the  Com- 
mander, by  what  Authority  he  had  made  Prisoners  of 
several  of  our  English  Subjects.  He  told  me  that 
the  Country  belong'd  to  them  ;  that  no  Englishman 
had  a  Right  to  trade  upon  those  Waters;  and  that 
he  had  Orders  to  make  every  Person  Prisoner  who 
attempted  it  on  the  Ohio,  or  the  Waters  of  it 

I  enquir'd  of  Capt.  Riparti  about  the  Boy  who 
was  carried  by  this  Place,  as  it  was  done  while  the 
Command  devolved  on  him,  between  the  Death  of  the 
late  General,  and  the  Arrival  of  the  present.  He  ac- 
knowledged, that  a  Boy  had  been  carried  past ;  and 
that  the/«a'?i7«ihad  two  or  three  white  Men's  Scalps 
(I  was  told  by  some  of  the  Indians  at  Venango  Eight) 
but  pretended  to  have  forgotten  the  Name  of  the 
Place  which  the  Boy  came  from,  and  all  the  Particular 
Facts,  though  he  had  question'd  him  for  some  Hours, 
as  they  were  carrying  him  past.  I  likewise  enquired 
what  they  had  done  with  John  Trotler  and  James 
MacClocklun,  two  Pensylvania  Traders,  whom  tliey 
had  taken,  with  all  their  Goods.  They  told  me,  that 
they  had  been  sent  to  Canada,  but  were  now  returned 
Home. 

This  Evening  I  received  an  Answer  to  his  Honour 
the  Governor's  Letter  from  the  Commandant. 
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15th.  The  Commandant  ordered  a  plentiful  Store 
of  Liquor,  Provision.  &c.,  to  be  put  on  Board  our 
Canoe ;  and  appeared  to  be  extremely  complaisant, 
though  he  was  exerting  cverj'  Artifice  which  he  could 
invent  to  set  our  own  Ittdians  at  Variance  with  us,  to 
prevent  their  going  'till  after  our  Departure.  Pres- 
ents, Rewards,  and  every  Tiling  which  could  be  sug- 
gested by  him  or  his  Officers. — I  can't  say  that  ever 
in  my  Life  I  suffered  so  much  Anxiety  as  I  did  in  this 
Affair :  I  saw  that  evcrj'  Stratagem  which  the  most 
fruitful  Brain  could  invent,  was  practised,  to  win  the 
Half-King  to  their  Interest ;  and  that  leaving  him  here 
was  giving  them  the  Opportunity  they  aimed  at — I 
went  to  the  Half-King  and  press'd  him  in  the  strong- 
est Terms  to  go  :  He  told  me  the  Commandant  would 
not  discharge  him  'till  the  Morning.  I  then  went  to 
the  Commandant,  and  desired  him  to  do  their  Busi- 
ness ;  and  complain'd  of  ill  Treatment :  For  keeping 
them,  as  they  were  Part  of  my  Company,  was  detain- 
ing me.  This  he  promised  not  to  do,  but  to  forward 
my  Journey  as  much  as  he  could.  He  protested  he 
did  not  keep  them,  but  was  ignorant  of  the  Cause  of 
their  Stay ;  though  I  soon  found  it  out ; — He  had 
promised  them  a  present  of  Guns,  &c.  if  they  would 
wail  'till  the  morning. 

As  I  was  verj'  much  press'd,  by  the  Indians,  to  wait 
this  Day  for  them,  I  consented,  on  a  Promise,  That 
nothing  should  hinder  them  in  the  Morning. 

16th.  The /Vfwr/r  were  not  slack  in  their  Inven- 
tions to  keep  the  Indians  this  Day  also  ;  But  as  they 
were  obligated,  according  to  Promise,  to  give  the  Pres- 
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ent,  they  then  endeavoured  to  try  the  Powerof  Liquor; 
which  I  doubt  not  would  have  prevailed  at  any  other 
Time  than  this  ;  But  I  urged  and  insisted  with  the 
King  so  closely  upon  his  Word,  that  he  refrained,  and    , 
set  ofT  with  us  as  he  had  engaged.  ^| 

We  had  a  tedious  and  very  fatiguing  Passage  dowtl^ 
the  Creek.  Several  Times  we  had  like  to  have  been 
staved  against  Rocks  ;  and  many  Times  were  obliged 
all  Hands  to  get  out  and  remain  In  the  Water  Half 
an  Hour  or  more,  getting  over  the  Shoals.  At  one 
Place  the  Ice  had  lodged  and  made  it  impassable  by 
Water  ;  therefore  we  were  obliged  to  carrj'  our  Canoe 
across  a  Neck  of  Land,  a  quarter  of  a  Mile  over. 
We  did  not  reach  Vcttango.  till  the  2  2d,  where  we  met 
with  our  Horses. 

This  Creek  is  extremely  crooked,  I  dare  say  the 
Distance  between  the  Fort  and  Venango  can't  be  I 
than  130  Miles,  to  follow  the  Meanders.' 

23d.  When  I  got  Things  ready  to  set-off,  I  sen 
for  the  Half  King,  to  know  whether  he  intended  to  g 
with  us,  or  by  Water.     He  told  me  that  While'Thu 
dtr  had  hurt  himself  much,  and  was  sick  and  unabl 
to  walk  ;  therefore  he  was  obliged  to  carry  him  down 


*"  Friday  3Ut. — The  ice  was  so  hard  we  could  not  bieak  our  w»]r  throufl^, 
bm  were  obliged  to  haul  our  vessels  acrosi  A  poinl  of  land  and  put  them  in  the 
creek  a^in.  The  Indians  and  tlicee  Frcn<;)i  canoes  overlook  lu  hire,  and  tLe 
people  o(  one  French  canoe  thai  was  lost,  with  her  CDrgo  of  powder  «nd  lt*d. 
That  night  we  encamped  about  twenty  milej  above  Venango.  SalnntayanJ.— 
S«t  out.  TliB  creek  begin  lo  be  very  low.  and  we  were  forced  to  get  out  M 
keep  our  canoe  from  oversetting,  several  times  ;  the  water  freeiing  to  oar 
clothe*  :  ftnd  we  lukd  the  pleaiure  of  seeing  the  French  ovcr«cl,  and  the  bruidy 
and  wine  floating  in  thccr«ek,and  run  by  theni,uid  left  tliem  lo  ihift  foi  tbeni* 
jclves," — Gilt, 
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in  a  Canoe.  As  1  found  he  intended  to  stay  here  a 
Day  or  two,  and  knew  thai  'hXon^xz'ox  Jotuaire  would 
CTipIoy  every  Scheme  to  set  him  against  the  English 
as  he  had  before  done ;  I  told  him  1  hoped  he  would 
guard  against  his  Flattery,  and  let  no  fine  Speeches 
influence  him  in  their  Favour.  He  desired  I  might 
not  be  concerned,  for  he  knew  the  Freiuh  too  well,  for 
any  Thing  to  engage  him  in  their  Behalf;  and  that 
though  he  could  not  go  down  with  us,  he  yet  would 
endeavour  to  meet  at  the  Forks  with  Joseph  CampMi, 
todeliver  a  Speech  forme  to  carry  to  his  Honour  the 
Governor.  We  told  me  he  would  order  the  young 
Hunter  to  attend  us,  and  get  Provision,  &c.  if  wanted. 

Our  Horses  were  now  so  weak  and  feeble,  and 
the  Baggage  so  heavy  (as  we  were  obliged  to  pro- 
vide all  the  Necessaries  which  the  Journey  would 
require)  that  we  doubted  much  their  performing  it ; 
therefore  myself  and  others  (except  the  Drivers, 
who  were  obliged  to  ride)  gave  up  our  Horses  for 
Packs,  to  assist  along  with  the  Baggage.  I  put 
myself  in  an  Indian  walking  Dress,  and  continued 
with  them  three  Days,  till  1  found  there  was  no  Prob- 
ability of  their  getting  home  in  any  reasonable  Time. 
The  Horses  grew  less  able  to  travel  every  Day  ;  the 
Cold  increased  very  fast ;  and  the  Roads  were  becom- 
ing much  worse  by  a  deep  Snow,  continually  freezing : 
Therefore  as  I  was  uneasy  to  get  back,  to  make 
Report  of  my  Proceedings  to  his  Honour,  the  Gov- 
ernor, I  determined  to  prosecute  my  Journey  the 
nearest  Way  through  the  Woods,  on  Foot. 

Accordingly  I    left   Mr.  Vanbraam  in  Charge  of 
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our  Baggage :  with  Money  and  Directions  to  Provide 
Necessaries  from  Place  to  Place  for  themselves  and 
Horses,  and  to  make  the  most  convenient  Dispatch 
in  Travelling. 

I  took  my  necessarj'  Papers  ;  pulled  off  my  Cloaths  ; 
and  tied  myself  up  in  a  Match  CoaL  Then  with 
Gun  in  Hand  and  Pack  at  my  Back,  in  which  were 
my  Papers  and  Provisions,  I  set-out  with  Mr.  Gist, 
fitted  in  the  same  Manner,  on  Wednesday  the  36th. 

The  Day  following,  just  after  wc  had  passed  a 
Place  called  the  Murderirig-'Y own  (where  we  in* 
tended  to  quit  the  Path,  and  steer  across  the  Coun- 
try for  Shannapins  Town)  we  fell  in  with  a  Party  of 
French  Indians,  who  had  lain  in  Wait  for  us.  One 
of  them  fired  at  Mr.  Gist  or  me,  not  15  steps  off, 
but  fortunately  missed.  We  took  this  Fellow  into 
Custody,  and  kept  him  till  about  9  o'clock  at  Night; 
Then  let  him  go,  and  walked  all  the  remaining  Part 
of  the  Night  without  making  any  Stop ;  that  we 
might  get  the  Start,  so  far,  as  to  be  out  of  the  Reach 
of  their  Pursuit  the  next  Day,  since  we  were  well  as- 
sured they  would  follow  our  Tract  as  soon  as  it  was 
light.  The  next  Day  we  continued  travelling  till 
quite  dark,  and  got  to  the  River  about  two  Miles 
above  Shannapins,  We  expected  to  have  found 
the  River  frozen,  but  it  was  not,  only  about  50  Yards 
from  each  Shore  ;  The  Ice  I  suppose  had  broken 
up  above,  for  it  was  driving  in  vast  Quantities.' 

'  "  Wfdntsday,  3bli. — The  Mbjcpi  dciiied  nie  lo  set  oul  on  (ool  and  Imv* 
«ttT  company,  m  ihe  ciecks  were  fioreo.  uid  our  horses  could  Ri&k«  but  little 
vty.  Inilc«<l,  I  WIS  unwilling  he  sliouM  undertake  luch  a  tnvd,  who  had 
never  been  used  la  walking  befoic  this  lime.  Dul  as  he  intittcd  oti  li,  I  kI 
oul  will)  our  packi^  like  lRdiiin»,  and  linvelkd  ei^hlecn  miiei.     That  Dlgbt  we 
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There  was  no  Way  for  getting  over  but  on  a  Raft ; 
Which  we  set  about  with  but  one  poor  Hatchet,  and 

lo4[liJ  Bl  kn  Indian  cabia.  anil   the  Major  was  m-jcti  (Migiicd.     It  was  verj 
coU :  kU  the  imall  mns  «rct«  [roieti.  thai  wc  could  hanlly  gel  water  to  drink. 

"  Tkt^tdAy,  ajlA. — W«  roM  early  in  the  morning  and  mi  <ni(  about  iwo 
o'ckidu  Got  to  Klortlitrini;  town,  on  the  loulh  mt  fork  of  Beaver  Creek. 
Here  we  net  with  an  Indian,  whom  1  thoui<hl  I  had  tccn  at  Joncnire**.  at 
Vnanc^i  wben  on  our  Jouraejr  up  to  ihr  Prencli  fort.  Tliit  (cllow  vailed  mc 
br  nj  Indian  name,  and  pretended  to  be  Bind  to  see  me.  He  asked  me  several 
qoeulona,  as  hoir  we  came  to  travel  on  fool,  when  we  left  Vennngo.  where  we 
parted  iritb  our  hornei,  and  wlieii  tlioy  would  br  (livre,  &c.  M.-ijor  WwliSng- 
ton  ioiistei)  o«  travetliiig  on  the  iie«re*t  way  to  the  forks  of  AllcEhany.  We 
skked  the  IndUit  if  he  could  ga  with  ui,  and  thaw  ui  the  ncaceii  way.  The 
Imfiaa  iceinci]  very  glad  and  iridy  to  go  with  ui.  UjKin  which  wc  tct  out. 
•Dil  die  Indian  look  the  Major's  pock.  We  Imvelled  very  brisk  for  eight  or 
l«B  aailci,  wlicn  (he  Major't  feel  grew  i-eiy  tore,  and  he  very  weary,  itcd  the 
liuUaa  ueercd  too  much  norlheattwardly.  The  Major  (lcti[G<l  lo  encamp,  to 
whidi  the  Indiao  uked  tacan7hisgun.  but  he  refused  that,  and  then  Ihe  In- 
Am  j;rew  ebgrliah,  and  preaicd  nt  to  keep  on.  telling  us  that  there  were  Ottawa 
TiriliTTT  IB  Uww  wood*,  and  tlicy  would  Kalp  us  if  wo  Uy  out  ;  hnl  go  to  his 
oliin,  ukd  we  (hould  be  sxfe.  I  thought  very  ill  of  the  fellow,  but  did  not 
care  lo  \tx  the  Major  know  1  initirutted  hint.  But  he  toon  mtktrustrd  him  aa 
nnch  ks  I.  He  said  he  could  hear  a  gun  to  his  cabin,  and  steered  us  more 
ftonhwaidly.  We  grew  uneasy,  and  then  he  taid  two  whoopi  might  be  heard 
to  his  cabin.  Wc  went  Iwo  mile^  turiher  :  then  Ilie  Major  Mid  he  wxmld  Klay 
■t  die  Best  waler.  and  we  desiied  the  Indian  to  stop  at  tbe  nesi  uaiec.  But 
before  wc  came  to  water,  we  came  to  a  clear  meadow  ;  it  wu  very  lighi.  and 
fsow  on  (be  ground.  The  Indian  made  a  stop,  turned  about  ;  the  Mejor  raw 
Urn  point  hi*  gun  towaidu*  and  lire.  Said  Ihe  Major,  'Are  yonihot?'  'No.' 
mid  t.  Upon  which  ihe  Indian  mn  foruaid  to  a  ti!g  ftlanding  while  oik.  and 
to  loMtiag  Ut  gna  :  but  we  were  soon  wtlh  him.  I  would  liara  kilted  Mm; 
bnt  the  Major  would  not  snfiei  me  to  kill  him.  We  lei  him  charge  hit  gun  ; 
w«  (osiid  be  pnl  Is  a  ImJI  ;  then  we  look  care  of  him.  The  Major  iir  I  al> 
wi9«  itiwd  bj  the  glint ;  we  made  him  make  a  fire  for  ua  by  a  little  run.  as  it 
we  lueaded  lo  sleep  there.  I  Mid  to  the  Major.  'At  you  will  not  have  him 
kSled,  we  nust  gel  hiro  away,  and  then  we  must  travel  all  tii|;hl.'  Upnit 
wkdch  I  laid  to  the  loiUan,  *  I  supjiose  you  were  loit  and  died  your  gun.* 
lie  said,  be  knew  tbe  way  to  hit  cabin,  and  'ivas  but  a  little  way.  '  Well,' 
(aid  I,  '  do  you  ^  bonte,  and  Bi  we  aic  much  tired,  we  will  follow  your  track 
m  the  momiag ;  and  heiv  it  a  cak*  of  bnad  for  you.  and  you  mutt  give  us 
meal  In  tbe  tnonitng.'  lie  wm  glad  to  get  avmy.  I  followed  him.  and  litlcned 
until  fa*  waf  fairly  oal  o(  tbe  way,  and  ihen  we  act  out  about  half  a  mite, 
whm  we  made  a  lire,  set  our  compels,  and  fixed  oar  course,  and  travelled  all 
■l(hl,  and  In  the  moratog  we  were  on  the  head  of  Piney  Creek." — Gi'il, 
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finished   just  after  Sun-setting.     This  was  a  whol 
Day's  Work.     Then  set  off;    But  before   we  we 
Half  Way  over,  we  were  jammed  in  the  Ice,  in  such' 
a  Manner  that  we  expected  every  Moment  our  Raft 
to  sink,  and  ourselves  to  perish.      I  put-out  my  setting 
Pole  to  try  to  stop  the  Raft,  that  the  Ice  might  pa^M 
by  ;  when  tlie  Rapidity  of  the  Stream  threw  h  with  so^ 
much  Violence  against  the  Pole,  that  it  jerked  me 
out  into  ten  Feet  Water :  but   I  fortunately  saved 
myself  by  catching  hold  of  one  of  the  Raft  Logs^| 
Notwithstanding  all  our  Efforts  we  could  not  get  the" 
Raft  to  either  Shore  ;  but  were  obliged,  as  we  werftj 
near  an  Island,  to  quit  our  Raft  and  make  to  it 

The  Cold  was  so  extremely  severe,  that  Mr.  Gis^ 
had  all  his  Fingers,  and  some  of  his  Toes  frozen ; 
but  the  water  was  shut  up  so  hard,  that  we  found  n< 
Difificulty  in  getting-off  the  Island,  on  the  Ice,  in  th( 
Mqrning,  and  went  to  Mr.  Fraziers.     We  met  hei 
with  20  Warriors  who  were  going  to  the  Sonlhtuard 
to  War,  but  coming  to  a  Place  upon  the  Head  oi 
the  great  Kunnaway,  where  they  found  seven  PeopU 
killed  and  scalped  (all  but  one  Woman  with  very! 
light  Hair)  they  turned  about  and  ran  back  for  fear 
the   Inhabitants  should  rise  and  take  them   as  th^H 
Authors  of  the  Murder.     They  report  that  the  Bodies^ 
were  lying  about  the  House,  and  some  of  them  much 
torn  and  eaten  by  Hogs.     By  the  Marks  which  wcrd| 
left,  they  say  they  were  French  Indians  of  the  Otta- 
way  Nation,  &c.,  who  did  it.  ^ 

As  we  intended  to  take  Horses  here,  and  it  re-" 
quired  some  Time  to    find    them,   I   went-up  about 
three  Miles  to  the  Mouth  of  Yaiighyaughane  to  visit 
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Queen  Atiguippa.  who  had  expressed  great  Concern 
that  we  passed  her  in  going  to  the  Fort.  I  made  her  a 
Present  of  a  Matchcoat  and  a  Bottle  of  Rum  ;  which 
tatter  was  thought  much  the  best  Present  of  the  Two. 

Tuesday  the  ist  Day  of  January,  we  left  Mr. 
Frazier's  House."  and  arrived  at  Mr.  Gisl's  at  Motion- 
ga/teia  the  2d.  where  I  bought  a  Horse,  Saddle,  etc : 
the  6th  wc  met  1 7  Horses  loaded  with  Materials  and 
Stores,  for  a  Fort  at  the  Forks  of  O/ito,  and  the  Day 
after  some  Families  going  out  to  settle :  This  Day 
we  arrived  at  WHls  Creek,  after  as  fatiguing  a  Journey 
as  it  is  possible  to  conceive,  rendered  so  by  excessive 
bad  Weather.  From  the  first  Day  of  December  to 
the  15th,  there  was  but  one  Day  on  which  it  did  not 
rain  or  snow  incessantly :  and  throughout  the  whole 
Journey  we  met  with  nothing  but  one  continued  Series 
of  cold  wet  Weather,  which  occasioned  very  uncom- 
fortable Lodgings :  especially  after  we  had  quitted 
our  Tent,  which  was  some  Screen  from  the  Inclem- 
ency of  it 

On  the  nth  I  got  to  Belvoir:  where  I  stopped 
one  Day  to  take  necessar>'  Rest ;  and  then  set  out 
and  arrived  In  Williamsburgh  the  i6th;  when  I 
waited  upon  his  Honour  the  Governor  with  the  Let- 
ter I  had  brought  from  the  French  Commandant ; 
and  to  give  an  Account  of  the  Success  of  my  Pro- 
ceedings. This  I  beg  leave  to  do  by  offering  the  fore- 
going Narrative  as  it  contains  the  most  remarkable 
Occurrences  which  happened  in  my  Journey. 

I  hope  what  has  been  said  will  be  sufficient  to 
make  your  Honour  satisfied  with  my  Conduct ;  for 
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that  was  my  Aim  in  undertaking  the  Journey,  and 
chief  Study  throughout  the  Prosecution  of  it.' 

'  Tbe  intenlions  of  the  t'rench  being  Ihut  aniiaunctMl  by  [be  results  of  WtuJi- 
ioglon't  mUiion  to  the  Ohio,  Diawiddie.  with  the  ndincc  of  his  Couodl.  deler- 
miiMd  la  tend  at  uni;;  1  GOiii|iinic»  of  too  men  ench  to  prnicci  the  franlier  from 
Preach  cDcroMhineDli.  Tlie  f tminund  of  one  conipany  to  be  niiiicd  nmong  the 
traden  on  ihe  fronlicc  wiu  given  lo  Captain  William  Trent,  on  Indian  (rader, 
•nd  frknd  anil  bubinew  partner  of  Hcnjjniin  Fruiklm.  while  the  other — rai*ed 
in  Fltdcrick  atid  Auguita  cauntici — woj  given  to  Wuthinglon.  "  Hevinjj  all 
thing!  in  leadincu,"  the  Jnitnictiont  to  Wnshington  read,  "you  are  la  lue  all 
ftipedition  in  proceeding  lo  the  Fork  ofOhiowilli  Ihe  men  under  command,  and 
there  yoa  arc  to  finixh  and  complete  tn  the  beil  niinner  and  as  Boon  as  yaix  |)im> 
tibljr  can,  the  Foil  which  1  Kipect  it  there  atieady  begun  by  the  Ohio  Compiny. 
Von  ere  to  act  on  the  dcfentivc.  but  in  cate  xwy  ailemjiit  ate  made  to  Oibilnicl 
the  works  or  inleriupt  oar  lettlenieDts  by  any  persons  whatsoever,  jrou  an  to 
restrain  oil  tuch  oRenden  and  in  cane  of  reaiilonce  to  make  priionert  of,  oi  kill 
anil  dctlroy  them." 

Dinwiddle  coii6dently  expected  oiiisUnce  Irum  the  other  colonies,  and  noti- 
fied the  royal  covetiiois  of  what  had  been  done. 

The  cHorlN  of  Govenior  Dinwiddle  to  arouse  some  enthusiasm  in  the  nelgh- 
boring  culoniei  oi-cr  tiie  aggresiions  of  the  French  were  wilhont  avail.  The 
weMern  coiinlry  waA  almott  unknown,  and  no  other  colony  fell  the  danger  of 
the  neighborhood  of  the  French  or  even  the  violation  of  sovereigiii)'  which 
their  movements  implied.  The  Assembly  of  rcnnsylvania  denied  that  the 
French  ciicruaclinients  .ind  (oitlllcaiiona  on  the  Ohio  were  within  his  Majeity't 
dominions,  and  the  Assembly  of  New  York  coolly  told  Lieutenant  Governor 
Dc  Lanoey,  that  the  French  foil  "may,  Inii  docs  not  by  any  evidence  or  inf «■• 
inution  appear  to  us  to  be  ail  invasion  o(  any  at  Ins  Uajeily's  coloniesi."  Neir 
York,  however,  gave  j£5.ooo  currency  in  aid  of  Virginia. 

In  a  summariicd  statement  nf  whnt  had  been  dune  by  renniyivania  on  Iii> 
dian  adairit  oceiirs  the  following  note;  "The  pretcnti  sent  lo  Logs  Town 
ilicw'd  our  wealth  U.  good-nature,  but  evidenc'd  at  ye  same  time  Ihe  weak- 
ness of  our  measures,  since  in  conseijuenec  of  a  free  consent  given  at  that  treaty 
by  Ihe  Indiana  to  buihl  store  houses  on  the  Ohio,  no  other  force  sent  than  about 
30  half-starved,  ordinary  men,  under  a  very  improper  commander,  Capt. 
Trent ;  who  when  building  a  smalt,  ill  constiact'd  home  at  the  mouth  of  the 
MonoTigealo,     The  Govt,  of  Virninii   sent   Mr.  Washington  to  summon   ye 

French  Coromandcc  on  Ihe  River  B &  on  his  haughty  answer,  tailed 

a  lew  forces,  ei:]>Keiing  ye  Province  of  Pennsylvania  wou'd  have  cither  sent 
men,  or  given  a  large  sum  to  enlist  such  m  wou'd  enter  Volunlecra,  but  found 
that  instead  of  alfoiding  ossistanee,  they  fell  into  dispulKi  with  their  Gov'r,  ft 
teemed  to  espouse  the  French  claims  to  those  Countries." — Pt»H.  Atthivti^ 
ii-.  *i%. 

Dinwiddie  called  a  special  session  of  the  Assembly  in  February  and  laid  wi 


ns4] 


GEORGE  WASHINGTON. 


41 


TO  DINWIDDIE,    LIEU  TEN  A  NT-GOVERNOR  OF  VIRGINIA. 
HOKBLE.S.R,  Au««o«^,M.«fc..7M.' 

In  my  last  by  Mr.  Stewart,  I  slightly  mentioned  the 
objection  many  had  against  enlisting,  to  wit,  not 

•cmoU  af  Ihe  laoTwmUi  of  Ibe  Frcncli  before  it.  Afirt  a  icitioii  of  nine 
dip,  "with  great  penuuioiu.  nuuif  ari^uincnli  nnd  much  trouble"  on  the 
pwi  ol  ihr  Goveinor,  it  *otixl  to  boirow  jC'o.ooo  (»  [•tutcci  Ihr  EngtiBli  on  tlie 
MtMudppi  ;  Ii«I  by  imisline  on  the  precedents  of  the  Canada  expedition,  mi 
"clogged  "  the  bill  will)  uarctuonftble  reculalioni  tad  encroachment  an  the 
ptvogalive  Ituit  it  wm  unl;  ihiiiugli  ticcctciljr  tluT  the  Governor  give  hii  aisent. 
The  AMcmblf.  dittrniting  the  Governof.  leiained  control  over  the  expendtluie 
ef  lb*  tnoocf  by  conttttnling  i  eoromiitec  (or  the  purpoae,  compowd  u(  wnlism 
Nelion.  TbomM  N«Uu«i,  Fhihp  Grymen.  and  Ptlei  Randolph,  Eiquiici,  John 
RolHDHXi.  Ei>iuite.  Charles  Carter.  C«rter  Buiwell,  Benjimin  Waller,  Richard 
SUad.  Jamct  Pimei.  WilliAm  DtEgci.  Dudley  nisf^.  John  l'aj;t.  xnd  John 
Cfaiiwell.  i^mllentfn,  or  any  nine  of  ll>eni.    (:-i.  llfning.  41S.) 

Wiih  tbii  aid  Dinwiddle  determined  to  taiie  a  force  of  three  hundred  men, 
dirMeil  Into  idx  coinpaniei.,  and  appointeil  Colonel  Joahna  Fry  to  ihc  command 
of  die  wbolt.  He  wax  (nrlbct  encoura{;cd  by  rtciMng  inMructrons  from  the 
Ead  «(  Holdemeue.  ll>cn  Secretary  of  State,  placing  at  hit  dltpotal  two  inde- 
pesdent  co«>|>anks  from  New  York  and  one  from  North  (an  error  for  South) 
CwoUno.  to  be  marched  againit  the  French.  Dinwiddie  could  aUl  out  the 
Wiltltta.  ba(  wei  Btiable  to  march  (hem  oulilde  of  the  province  ;  there  was 
therefore  an  adntilage  in  emjiluying  ihcic  independent  companies,  which  were 
yrid  faj  the  ItiKi  and  were  not  isbject  to  oohnual  reKutntions.  I'o  encourage 
««JI«Unai(>  ibe  GoremoT  iuued  a  piodamation  gnuiting  aoo.ooo  acre*  of  land 
«M  Ibe  Ohio.  frM  of  <)uii  rent  for  lifieen  yean,  lo  be  divided  among  (he  o6BQen 
hkI  icildien  who  ihonld  eng(|^  in  the  ptcicnt  eipedilioiu  This  eronl  invidved 
Vitgtnia  la  a  coniroveciy  with  Pennsylvania,  there  being  great  doubt  a^  10  the 
bgrnidarjea  of  ibc  pn>rincek  *<)d  cunic'iuenlly  ol  the  poueuiun  of  the  teiiilory. 
Dinwiddie  nired  fee  the  preient  the  matter  of  quit  renti,  allowing  Pennsylvania 
10  eoOect  ibem  ;  and  it  wax  nnt  until  Auguit,  1779,  thai  the  controveny  wu 
4>lariBiDe<L 

Joifana  Ft;  wa»  bom  in  EfgUnd.  educated  at  Oxford,  and  came  to  Virginia 
early  In  the  e^htceaih  cenleiy.  He  was  connected  with  WillUin  and  Mary 
College,  aflerwanU  prciidiiig  Justice  of  Albemarle  County,  and,  with  Peter 
J«Senott,  prepared  a  map  of  Virginia  that  wa:i  held  in  hicli  repute.  In  17SI 
ba  p*nic)|«ied  In  tome  negMialloof  with  ihc  1n<Ii.inH,  »i>il  in  t7M  received  the 
nd  of  Ihe  Virginia  forces.  Diawiddie  described  him  as  "a  man  of  good 
:  Bad  one  of  our  best  malhematicinns."     To  iramillon.  March  31,  17S4, 

*  The  lalten  wtilien  previously  lo  ihlt  date  have  bcien  lau.  Dinwiddle 
ackoowledged  a  letter  of  the  7th.     Mr.  Sparks  dates  it  the  qlh. 
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knowing  who  was  to  be  paymaster  or  the  times 
for  payment.  It  is  now  grown  a  pretty  general 
clamor  ;  and  some  of  those,  who  were  among  the 
first  enltsters,  being  needy,  and  knowing  it  to  be 
usual  for  his  Majesty's  soldiers  to  be  paid  once  a 
week,  or  at  most  every  fortnight,  are  ver)'  importu- 
nate to  receive  their  due.  I  have  soothed  and  quieted 
them  as  much  as  possible,  under  pretence  of  receiv- 
ing your  Honour's  instructions  in  this  particular  at 
the  arrival  of  the  colonel. 

I  have  increased  my  number  of  men  to  about  a; 
and  dare  venture  to  say,  I  should  have  had  severa 
more,  if  the  excessive  bad  weather  did  not  prevent 
their  meeting  agreeable  to  their  officers'  comman< 

We  daily  experience  the  great  necessity  for  cloath-" 
ing  the  men,  as  we  find  the  generality  of  those, 
who  are  to  be  enlisted,  are  of  those  loose,  idle  per- 
sons, that  are  quite  destitute  of  house  and  home,  and, 
I  may  truly  say,  many  of  them  of  cloathes ;  which 
last  renders  them  very  incapable  of  the  necessary 
service,  as  they  must  unavoidably  be  exposed  to  in- 
clement weather  in  their  marches,  &c.,  and  can  expect 
no  other  than  to  encounter  almost  every  difficulty, 
that  "s  incident  to  a  soldier's  life.  There  are  many 
of  them  without  shoes,  others  want  stockings,  some 
are  without  shirts,  and  not  a  few  that  have  scarce  a 
coat  or  waistcoat  to  their  backs.  In  short,  they  are 
as  ill  provided  as  can  well  be  conceived  ;  but  I  really 
believe  every  man  of  them,  for  their  own  credit's 
sake,  is  willing  to  be  cloathed  at  their  own  expense. 
They  are  perpetually  teazing  me  to  have  it  done,  but 
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1  am  not  able  to  advance  the  money,  provided  there 
was  no  risque  in  it,  which  there  certainly  is,  and  too 
great  for  me  to  run  ;  iho'  it  would  be  nothing  to  the 
country,  as  a  certain  part  of  their  pay  might  be 
deducted  and  appropriated  to  that  use.  Mr.  Carlyle, 
or  any  of  the  merchants  here,  would  furnish  them 
with  proper  nccessarys,  if  there  was  a  certainty  of 
any  part  of  their  pay  stopt  to  reimburse  the  expense. 
But  I  must  here  in  time  put  a  kirb  to  my  requests, 
and  remember  that  I  ought  not  to  be  too  importu- 
nate ;  otherwise  I  shall  be  as  troublesome  to  your 
Honour,  as  the  soldiers  are  to  me.  There  is  nothing 
but  the  necessity  of  the  thing  could  urge  me  to  be 
thus  free  ;  but  I  shall  no  more  exagerate  this  affair 
to  your  Honour  as  I  am  well  assured,  whatever  you 
think  for  the  benefit  or  good  of  the  expedition,  you 
will  cause  to  have  done. 


TO  RICHARD  CORBIN.' 

March.  1754.' 

Dear  Sib, 

In  a  conversation  with  you  at  Green  Spring, 
you  gave  me  some  room  to  hope  for  a  commis- 
sion above  that  of  major,  and  to  be  ranked  among 

'  Riclunl  Coibin.  tA  "  Ijiivvtlle,"  Kln£  anil  Queen  County,  hxt  hel<l  manjr 
iapanant  office*  hi  the  oloaial  comnineot,  4iid  vrai  at  this  lime  a  mrmber 
ef  iIm  Goiremor'i  oouiiclL  He  wm  connccled  by  tics  of  friendship  and 
iSaitf  »ith  ibo  Waahbielaa  lunily.  Se«  Mftnball'*  ii/t  */  iViuAingien,  3d 
rf,  w).  i..  p.  3. 

*  I  a«  hicUaed  la  pUec  ihit  lelter  ctily  in  M*rcb,  u  on  the  lit  of  the 
■CHUh  Dinwiddia  oookl  My  tlul  he  b*J  cumniiitiuucd  CoL  Vr}  u  commaniJer 
of  tha  eipedilion.  TIw  appoinlniesl  mast  hnve  been  knoun  in  Aloxaadria  » 
few  d>j«  later,  and  wovld  have  foratalled  luch  an  apphcation. 
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the  chief  officers  of  this  expedition.  The  command 
of  the  whole  forces  is  what  I  neither  look  for,  expect, 
nor  desire  ;  for  1  must  be  impartial  enough  to  con- 
fess, it  is  a  charge  too  great  for  my  youth  and  inex- 
perience to  be  entrusted  with.  Knowing  this.  I  have 
too  sincere  a  love  for  my  country,  to  undertake  that 
which  may  tend  to  the  prejudice  of  it.  But  if  I 
could  entertain  hopes,  that  you  thought  me  worthy 
of  the  post  of  lieutenant-colonel,  and  would  favor  me 
so  far  as  to  mention  it  at  the  appointment  of  officers, 
I  could  not  but  entertain  a  true  sense  of  the  kindness. 
1  flatter  myself,  that,  under  a  skilful  commander, 
or  man  of  sense,  (whom  I  most  sincerely  wish  to 
serve  under,)  with  my  own  application  and  diligent 
study  of  my  duty,  I  shall  be  able  to  conduct  my  steps 
without  censure,  and,  in  time,  render  myself  worthy 
of  the  promotion,  that  I  shall  be  favored  with  now.' 


TO  GOVERNOR    DINWIDDIE. 

Alexandria,  30  March,  t7( 

Sir, 

I  was  favored  with  your  letter  by  Mr.    Stewa 
enclosing  a   lieutenant-colonel's  commission,'  and  1 

*  The  repl]r  wss :  "DxAa  Gkoxgk  :  1  enclose  you  yoni  eonunisiiIaK.  Cod 
pmper  you  with  it,     Vour  friend.  RlCKARD  CoftMS." 

'  Some  entries  in  an  nccouni  book  found  among  the  Wuhinston  MSS.,  wiB 
ihow  the  vsriaui  militor}'  po&ilioni  he  held  in  1754  ind  I?;;,  and  the  pay  >t- 
tadied  to  oiLkh.  17J4.  February  i\\\\..  to  pay  3x  caplaiii.  fioiii  JdiiiuaTy  Ifth. 
Kl  %$.  per  day  ;  lo  pay  as  major  lilt  March  30th.  at  lOJ.  per  day  ;  to  pay  m 
lieu  ten  ani-colonel  till  June  ■>!.  at  xis.  bd.  per  day  ;  lo  pay  aa  colonel  Eo  Sop- 
Umber  lit,  at  \%i.  per  day.  1755.  To  pay  as  colonel  in  Viri^inia  rcEtmeat.  U 
lOf .  per  day. 
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hope  my  future  behaviour  will  sufficiently  testify  the 
true  sense  I  have  of  this  kindness. 

At  present  there  are  about  seventy*five  men  at 
Alexandria,  near  fifty  of  whom  I  have  enlisted.  The 
others  have  been  sent  by  Messrs.  E^olson,  Mercer, 
Mid  \\*aj;gt:ner '  to  this  place.  Ver)'  few  officers  have 
repaired  hither  yet,  which  has  occasioned  a  fatiguing 
time  to  me,  in  managing  a  number  of  self-willed,  un- 
governable people.  1  shall  implicitly  obey  your  com- 
onnds,  and  march  out  with  all  expedition.  Major 
CaHyic  is  now  preparing  wagons  for  the  conveyance 
d(  provisions,  whicl)  till  now  could  nut  move,  on  ac- 
mnt  of  the  heavy  roads. 

I  doubt  not  but  your  Honor  has  been  informed 
before  this  of  Mr.  Vanbraam's  ill  success  in  Augusta, 
^  the  express,  who  was  sent  from  thence  for  that 
parposc' 

Major  Muse's  promotion,  and  Messrs.  Rose  and 
BcDtly's  declining,  will  occasion  a  want  of  officers ; 
in  which  case  I  would  beg  leave  to  mention  Mr. 
Vanbraam  for  a  command,  who  is  the  oldest  lieuten- 
ant, and  an  experienced  soldier.  Unless  the  officers 
come  in,  I  shall  be  obliged  to  appoint  him  to  that 
office,  till  I  have  your  Honor's  further  directions.  It 
would  be  conferring  a  very  great  obligation  on  him, 
were  you  to  confirm  the  appointment.  I  verily  be- 
lieve his  behaviour  would  not  render  him  displeasing 
to  you.     I  have  given  Captain  Stephen  orders  to  be 

'  Sketchy  of  (Ikcsv  HMjr  b«  tound  in  DimtiJdU  Pafrrt,  i..  114. 

*  VasbraMn,  »eti>g  u  WishinsMn'*  lientciuuit.  had  been  sent  to  Augntta 
Conatjr  tu  rtcdie  the  fifty  recrullt  10  be  ralwd  In  that  eoanly  by  Col,  Palten, 
tbe  C01UII7  LieuUMnl. 
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in  readiness  to  join  us  at  Winchester  with  his  com- 
pany, as  they  were  already  in  that  neighbourhood,  and 
raised  there. 

I  have  nothing  further  to  add  at  present,  but  my 
sincere  thanks  for  the  indulgent  favors  I  have  met 
with,  and  1  am  your  Honor's  most  obedient.  &c.' 


JOURNAL,  MARCH-APRIL,  1754. 

To  preserve  th«  continuily  of  the  storjr  I  have  embodied  nich  of  Wuhia 
ton^  leltcn  lU  written  during  hi&  rnnrcb  to  the  Ohio,  into  a  intaxlalion  of  \ 
jaimB]  wli1f:1i  ihu  Fccnfh  fapliiied  Rt  Fort  Nccnsiljr.  Tliis  juum*!  is  incoin* 
plele.  and  is  not  printed  u  Washington  wrote  it,  at  the  original  ii  loil  and  the 
only  [onn  in  which  it  \i  acccsiible  is  through  a  French  iransLation  and  faulty 
ri^iidcririg%  into  Eiiglifih  froni  Lhal  Translation.  To  defend  itM  ponilion,  fur  nu 
formal  declaration  of  irar  liad  yet  been  made,  and  to  prove  the  £ni;lLih  to  1>t 
The  aggteuois.  ihc  French  government  pubtislied  this  Jouml!  and  other  paper* 
found  at  Fort  NeceMily,  togeOier  *ilh  a  number  of  state  and  prii-ate  intlrnc- 
tions  and  repoMs.  in  Mhaain  temlfnant  It  fHHi  det  faitt,  avtc  lenrt  fOttt 
juitUalitti  fenr  iirtir  di  riifmuianx  ebteriialians  mtioyiti  par  Us  mitUtrti 
d' AngUltrrt  datt4  til  ti/uri  dt  I'Eunrpt"  (I7S6).  It  haa  been  many  tintea  re- 
printed  in  English,  but.  ns  Sparks  jays,  the  itanilalion  is  "  tiDcouth  in  i» 
Klyte  and  faulty  in  ilt  attempts  lo  convey  the  sense  of  the  original."  1  have 
compared  the  (olluwing  with  (he  French  and  believe  it  to  be  the  niosl  accurate 
translation  yet  made. 

On  the  3i3t  March,  I  received  from  his  Honour  a  Lieu- 
tenant Coioncl's  commis§ion  in  the  Virginia  regiment, 
whereof  Joshua  Fiy,  Esquire,  was  Colonel,  dated  the  ijlh, 
with  orders  to  take  the  troops,  which  were  at  that  lime 
quartered  at  Alexandrio  under  my  command,  and  to  march 
with  them  towards  the  Ohio,  there  to  aid  Captain  Trent  in 
building  Forts,  and  in  defending  the  Possessions  of  his 
Majesty  against  the  attempts  and  hostilities  of  the  Frauh' 

*  Colonel  Washington  marched  from  Alexaiidtin  on  [he  ad  of  April,  with  two 
companies  of  troojis.  and  arrived  at  Will's  Creelt  on  the  lolli.  having  been 
joined  on  the  route  by  a  detachment  under  Captain  Stephen. 

'  "  My  oidei  to  the  commander  in  chief  is  lo  be  on  (he  defensive,  but  if 
oppowd  by  the  enemy  to  desire  them  to  retire  :  if  they  ahould  Mill  permt.  to 
repel  (otcc  by  force." — Dinwiddic  to  Gov.  Hamiltnn.  April  37, 1754. 
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April  the  2d.  Every  thing  being  ready,  we  began  our 
saicb  according  to  our  orders,  the  2d  of  April,  with  two 
companies  of  foot,  commanded  by  Captain  Peter  Hog,  and 
Lieutenant  Jacob  Vanbraam,  five  subalterns,  two  sergeants, 
sx  corporals,  one  drummer,  and  one  hundred  and  twenty 
skiers,  one  surgeon,  one  Sxveiiisk  gentleman,  who  was  a 
roluntecr,  two  wagons,  guarded  by  one  lieutenant,  sergeant, 
(oqwral  and  twcnty-Rve  soldiers. 

We  left  Alexandria  on  Tuesday  noon  and  encamped 
ibout  (our  miles  from  Cameron'  having  travelled  six  miles. 

[Fns  the  ■^  o4  Afril,  lo  the  igth  of  nJd  monlh,  thit  journal  contujni  ontjr 
At  Budi  of  the  tioopi,  And  union  with  a  deucbment  which  i*m  brouBhl  by 

The  19th  wc  met  an  express  who  had  letters  from  Captain 
Jrmt,  at  the  Ohio,  demanding  a  reinforcement  with  all 
possible  speed,  as  he  hourly  expected  a  body  of  eight  hun- 
■Ured  French.  I  tarried  at  Job  Pearsall's  for  the  arrival  of 
^K  troops,  where  they  came  the  next  day.  When  I  re- 
wived  the  above  express,  I  despatched  a  messenger  to 
Colonel  Fry  to  give  him  notice  of  it. 

The  zoth,  I  came  to  the  house  of  Colonel  Cresap  to  dis- 
pMC  the  detachment,  and  on  my  route,  had  notice  that  the 
fort  was  taken  by  the  Fretufi.    Two  days  later  that  news 
was  confirmed  by  Mr.  Ward,  the  ensign  of  Captain  Trent, 
who  had  been  obliged  to  surrender  to  a  body  of  more  than 
one  thousand  Frenek,  under  the  command  of  Captain  Con- 
trcweur.  who  came  from  Venango  (in  French,  Presqu'  isle), 
with  Sixty  Battocs,  and  Three  Hundred  Canoes,  .and  eigh- 
teen Pieces  of  artillery,  which  were  set  up  against  the  Fort. 
Contrecceur  afterwards  sent  him  a  summons  to  withdraw, 

Mr.  Ward  also  informed  me,  that  the  /«(/»i»«j  remained 
always  steadfastly  attached  to  our  Interest.  He  brought 
with  him  two  young  Indians  of  the  Mingo  nation  that  they 
might  have  the  Satisfaction  of  seeing  that  we  were  march- 
ing with  Troops  to  their  Succour. 

'  Buiw  CuB«ruo  hul  one  ol  the  lirce  eitatct  in  the  nonhern  nech  of  Vf rj-inU. 
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He  also  delivered  me  the  following  Speech,  which  the 

tfalf-Kiag  sent  to  mc. 

FoKT-Oiiio,  April  i8M,  1754. 

A  Speech  from  the  Half-King,  Escruniat  and  Collier.yur  Ike 
Gevtmort  of  Virginia  dni/ Pennsylvania. 

My  Brethren  the  English,  the  Bearer  will  infomi  you  how  wc 
have  been  treated  by  the  I-'rtnch.  We  waited  a  long  Time,  think- 
ing ihcy  would  come  and  attack  us  ;  wc  now  see  how  ihcy  wish 
to  use  us.  We  are  now  ready  to  fall  upon  them,  wailing  only  for 
your  assistance.  Take  Courage ;  and  come  as  soon  as  [lossible  ^ 
yoti  will  find  us  as  ready  to  fighl  as  you  are  your sttves.  ^H 

We  have  sent  these  two  young  Men  to  see  if  you  are  ready  \^\ 
come,  and  if  so,  Ihcy  are  to  return  to  us,  to  let  us  know  where 
you  are,  that  we  may  join  you.  We  should  be  glad,  if  the  Troops 
belonging  to  the  two  Provinces  could  meet  together  in  the  Fort, 
which  is  in  the  way.'  If  you  do  not  soon  come  to  our  Assistance, 
we  are  intirely  undone,  and  I  think  we  shall  never  meet  again,  I 
say  it  with  a  Heart  full  of  Grief.     A  B(U  of  SVamputn. 

The  Half-King  addressed  me  personally  the  following 
Speech : 

I  am  ready,  if  you  think  it  proper  to  go  to  both  the  Goveraors, 
with  these  two  young  Men,  for  I  have  no  longer  any  Dependence 
on  those  who  have  been  gone  so  long,  without  returning  or  send- 
ing any  Message.     A  Belt  of  IVamjium. 

April  23</.  A  Council  of  War  held  at  WilU-Cretk,  to 
consult  upon  the  News  brought  by  Mr.  Ward, 

Upon  a  review  of  the  News  brought  by  Ensign  Ward, 
the  Summons  of  Cnptain  Contreca-ur,  commander  of  the 
French  troops,  and  the  speeches  of  the  Half-King^  and 
other  chiefs  of  the  Six  Nations ;  it  appeared  that  Mr.  Ward 
was  forced  to  surrender  the  said  fort,  the  17th  instant,  to 
the  French,  who  were  above  one  thousand  strong,  and  had 
eighteen  pieces  of  artillery,  some  of  which  were  nine 
Pounders;  and  also  that  the  Detachment  of  the  Virginia 
regiment,  amounting  to  One  Hundred  and  Fifty  Men,  com- 
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mandcd  by  Colonel  WasiiinglOH  had  Orders  to  reinforce 
Captain  Trent's  Company,  and  that  the  aforesaid  Garrison 
consisted  only  of  Thirty-three  effective  Men. 

It  was  thought  impracticable  to  march  towards  the  fort 
without  sufficient  strength;  and  being  strongly  ui^ed  by 
the  Indians,  and  particularly  by  the  Speeches  of  the  Hal/. 
King,  the  President  gave  his  Opinion,  that  it  would  be 
proper  to  advance  as  far  as  Red-Stone-Creek  (in  French,  the 
creek  de  La  rochc  rouge');  on  Monengakeht  (in  French, 
Mah-F.ngueu1£),  about  Thirty-seven  Miles  on  this  Side  ot 
the  Fort,  and  to  raise  a  Fortification,  clearing  a  Road  broad 
enough  to  pass  with  our  Artillery  and  our  Damage,  and 
there  to  await  fresh  Orders, 

This  Opinion  was  accepted,  for  the  following  Reasons : 

1st,  That  the  Mouth  of  Red>stonc  b  the  first  convenient 
Place  on  the  river  Monongahcla. 

zd.  That  magazines  there  for  the  stores  of  the  Company 
are  ready  to  receive  our  Ammunition  &  supplies;  and  our 
heavy  artillery  may  be  sent  by  Water  whenever  it  was 
agreed  to  attack  the  Fort. 

3d,  Further,  that  will  preserve  our  troops  from  the  evil 
Consequences  of  Inaction,  and  encourage  our  allies  the  In. 
dians  to  remain  in  our  Interests.  Whereupon,  I  determined 
to  send  Mr.  Ward  to  the  Governor,  with  one  of  the  young 
Indians  and  an  Interpreter :  I  thought  proper  also  to  ac- 
quaint the  Governors  of  Maryland  and  Pcnnsykrania  with 
the  NcM's;  and  I  sent  away  the  other  Indian  to  the  Half- 
King,  with  the  Speeches  inclosed  in  the  following  Letter: 

TO    HORATIO   SHARPE,    GOVERNOR    OF   MARYLAND. 

Will's  Crkrk.  34  April,  t7S4. 

May  ii  please  Your  Excellency. 

It  is  with  the  greatest  concern  I  acquaint  you,  that 
Mr.  Ward,  ensign  in  Captain  Trent's  company,  was 

*  Rcd-slon*  Creek  t*  nov  Brownmlle,  Pa. 
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obliged  to  surrender  his  small  fortress  in  the  Forks 
of  Monongahela,  at  the  summons  of  Captain  Contre- 
ca:ur,  commander  of  the  French  forces  who  fell  down 
from  Venango  with  a  fleet  of  360  canoes  and  battoes, 
conveying  upwards  of  one  thousand  men.  eighteen 
pieces  of  artillery,  and  large  stores  of  provisions  and 
other  necessaries — Mr.  Ward,  having  but  an  incon- 
siderable number  of  men  (not  exceeding  30,  and  no 
cannon  to  make  a  proper  defence,)  was  forced  to  give 
up  the  fort  on  the  1 7th  instant — They  suffered  him 
to  draw  out  his  men,  arms,  and  working  tools,  and 
gave  leave  that  he  might  retreat  to  the  inhabitants 
with  them.  I  have  heard  of  your  excellency's  great 
zeal  for  his  majesty's  service,  and  for  all  our  interests 
on  the  present  occasion  ;  therefore  I  am  persuaded 
you  will  take  proper  notice  of  the  Indians'  moving 
speech  and  think  their  unshaken  fidelity  worthy  your 
consideration.  ■ 

'  I  have  arrived  thus  far  with  a  detachment  of  159 
men  ;  col.  Fry  with  the  remainder  of  the  regiments 
and  artillery  is  daily  expected.  In  the  mean  time  we 
shall  advance  slowly  across  the  mountains,  making 
the  roads  as  we  march  fit  for  the  carriage  [ofj  the 
great  guns  &c.  and  are  designed  to  proceed  as  far  as 
the  mouth  of  Red  Stone  Creek  which  enters  the 
Monongahela  about  37  miles  above  the  fort  (the 
French  have  taken)  from  whence  we  have  water  car- 
riage down  the  river  ;  there  is  a  store  house  built  by^ 
the  Ohio  Company  at  the  place,  which  for  the  present 
may  serve  as  a  receptacle  for  our  ammunition  andj 
provisions. 
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*  Besides  the  French  herein  mentioned,  we  have 
credible  information  that  another  party  are  coming 
up  Ohio.  We  also  have  intelligence  that  600  of  the 
Chippowaysand  Ottoway  Indians  arc  marching  down 
Scioto  Creek  to  join  them. 

I  ought  first  to  have  begged  pardon  of  your  excel- 
lency for  this  liberty  of  writing,  as  I  am  not  happy 
enough  to  be  ranked  among  those  of  your  acquaint- 
ance. It  was  the  glowing  zeal  I  owe  my  country 
that  influenced  mc  to  impart  these  advices  and  my 
inclination  prompted  me  to  do  it  to  you  as  I  know 
you  are  solicitous  for  the  public  weal  and  warm  in 
this  interesting  cause — that  should  rouse  from  the 
letharg>'  we  have  fallen  into  the  hcroick  spirit  of 
every  frec-bom  English  man  to  attest  the  rights  and 
privileges  of  our  king  (if  we  don't  consult  the  benefit 
of  ourselves)  and  resque  from  the  invasions  of  a 
usurping  enemy,  our  Majesty's  property,  his  dignity, 
and  land. 

I  hope  Sir,  you  will  excuse  the  freeness  of  my 
expressions,  they  are  the  pure  sentiments  of  the 
heart  of  him  who  is  with  all  imaginable  regard  and 
<lue  respect,  &c. 

N.  B. — I  herewith  have  enclosed  for  your  Excel- 
lency's perusal  a  copy  of  the   Summons  from   the 

'  Of  Uiit  Idler  only  ibe  lii^  pan|^iphi  maihcd  '  are  given  in  Ihe  Pr/tit  dti 
Fails.  The  cnlire  leilci  wu  prtnird  in  th«  Bailimm  Rtfnsitfry  fur  March, 
lEll,  >Bd  BplK  in  ihe  Magatine  ef  Aneritait  IHilory.  in  t%%\.  A  Utter  of 
BmiUi  import  m*  MM  lu  Oi>ir«mOf  lliniltlan,  ■>(  Penntylvtnin.  which  wa>  im- 
Bcduulf  UM  b«f«re  ihe  legiilaiate  of  I'onnByWsnla.  A  bili  wai  then  pcmlln^ 
fata  pant  of  tea  Ihouund  poiundi  loi  ihe  King't  ui«.  bui  ihe  Guvemor  wu 
compelled  (o  reject  il  liecSuM  It  propoud  lo  tu  Ihe  propricUttjr  csUte. —  Vatft 
af  thi Ftmufhama  Aunut^,  rol.  iv.,  p.  JiJ. 
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French  officers,  and  also  the  Indian's  speech  which 
was  delivered  to  and  brought  by  Mr.  Ward. 

TO  GOVERNOR   DINWIDDIE. 

WiLL'c  Ckkbk.  is  April.  i;s4> 

HoNDLE.  Sir, 

Captain  Trent's  ensign,  Mr.  Ward,  has  this  day 
arrived  from  the  Fork  of  the  Monongahela,  and 
brings  the  disagreeable  account,  that  the  fort,  on  the 
1 7th  instant,  was  surrendered  at  the  summons  of 
Monsieur  Contrecceur  to  a  body  of  French,  consist- 
ing of  upwards  of  one  thousand  men,  who  came  from 
Venango  with  eighteen  pieces  of  cannon,  sixty  bat- 
teaux,  and  three  hundred  canoes.  They  gave  him 
liberty  to  bring  off  aH  his  men  and  working-tools, 
which  he  accordingly  did  the  same  day.* 


I 


'  The  posilinii  occupied  by  Captain  Trecn'i  tuen  vriu  M  the  jimclion  of 
Monongnhc1>  and  Allcgmy  Kivcis  [now  I'iiliburg),  wliich  hail  been  visited  bf 
Mhjui  W«!,liiiigton  on  his  miuion  from  (he  g^^'cmor  otVirgini»  to  Ihc  Fccndi, 
and  which  he  descriticJ  in  his  JoDmal  u  well  Eitualcd  tor  a  fort.  (Sm  p.  t}.) 
The  Ohio  Company  had  already  a  small  cilal>1ii.limetil  Ihcio.  Wiien  CoBtce- 
cccut  appeared  licfote  ihe  fori,  veiy  lillle  progteis  had  been  mode  in  the  work. 
Captain  Tceni  wns  absent  al  Will's  Ctcek,  and  Lieulenanl  Fiatict  wat  a(  bit 
residence  ten  miles  distant.  Ensign  Wan),  therefore,  wns  l«fl  in  the  ooiaiMwd. 
HUvholc  number  of  men  amounted  only  10  forty  .one.  Conlrccaur  approBCbcd 
within  a  *h<irl  dtEl.ini:e  of  Ihe  fori,  hailed  his  troops,  and  Kent  in  an  oflicrr  with 
k  lUmmons,  allowing  Ensign  Waril  an  hour  to  consider  the  subject,  and  direct- 
ing him  then  10  repair  to  the  French  camp  with  his  detetminalion  in  writin);. 
He  immeiliately  cniin^elleil  with  the  Indians,  and  the  HaH-Kin^  advihed  htm 
tn  inform  ihc  French  thai  he  wai  not  an  aflicer  of  rank,  nor  invested  with  po«- 
en  to  answer  their  demands,  and  10  requcol  Ihcm  to  wilt  the  arrival  of  the  chWf 
commander.  He  went  accordingly  with  lhi»  reply  U>  the  French  camp,  accont- 
panied  by  Ihe  Half-King ;  but  Conltecfrur  icfuied  to  wait,  and  demanded  «n 
immediate  decision,  saying  ihitt  he  should  otherwiie  take  possession  of  the  (on 
by  force.  Hereupon  a  capitnlatinn  yiax  agreed  to,  and  Ensign  Wanl  marched 
off  hia  men  the  neat  day,  and  ascended  (he  Moaongahel*  to  the  month  of  Red- 
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Immediately  upon  this  information  I  called  a  coiin- 
atof  war,  to  advise  on  proper  measures  to  be  taken 
in  this  exigency.  A  copy  of  iheir  resolves,  with  the 
proceedings,  1  herewith  enclose  by  the  bearer,  whom 
I  liave  continued  express  to  your  Honor  for  more 
minute  intelligence. 

Mr.  Ward  has  the  summons  with  him,  and  a  speech 

from   the    Half-King,   which    I    also   enclose,   with 

the  wampum.     He  is  accompanied  by  one  of  the 

Indians   mentioned  therein,  who  were  sent   to  see 

where  we  were,  what  was  our  strength,  and  to  know 

the  time  to  expect  us  out.     The  other  young  man  I 

have  prevailed  upon  to  return  to  the  Half-King  with 

the  following  speech : 

"Sachems,  Warriors  of  the  Six  United  Nations,  Shawancsc,  and 
DeJawares,  our  friends  and  brethren.  I  received  your  speech  by 
tfa«  Buck's  brother  [Mr.  Ward],  who  camt-  to  us  with  the  two 
young  men  five  sleeps  after  leaving  you.  Wc  return  you  thanks 
from  hearts  glowing  with  affection  for  your  steadfast  adherence 
to  u»,  for  your  kind  speech,  and  for  your  wise  counsels  and  direc- 
tions to  the  Buck's  brother. 

**  The  young  man  will  inform  you  where  he  met  a  iinall  pan  of 
our  army  advancing  toward*  you,  clearing  the  road  for  a  great 
number  of  our  warriors,  who  are  immediately  to  follow  with  our 
great  guns,  our  ammunition,  and  our  provisions. 

"I  could  not  delay  to  lei  you  know  our  hearts,  and  have  sent 
back  one  of  the  young  men  wiih  this  speech  to  aequaint  you  with 
Ihcm.     1  have  sent  the  olhcr,  iiccording  to  your  desire,  to  the 

tfdBC  Creek.    Contrvccnu  iimt«d  W\m  to  rapper  ih«  cveiung  of  the  npitnlb 
tioo,  «ad  inalcil  him  wiib  much  dvilhj. 

A  foil  BMTatire  of  Ihs  particnlnn  wm  gtvcn  under  oath  hy  Ensign  Ward  to 
CovenKw  Dinwiddie,  who  communicaled  it  lo  lh«  Ent;lish  govcrnmenl.  The 
onpul  I*  »ow  ^  t^  PtuiUktian  Oilice.  where  it  in»  examined  bj  ibe  editor.— 
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governor  o(  Virpnia,  with  Ihe  Buck's  brother,  to  deliver  your 
speech  and  wam|)uin,  and  to  l>c  an  eyewitness  of  tlie  prepara^^ 
tions  we  are  making  to  come  in  haste  to  support  you,  whose  in^l 
teresl  i«  as  dear  to  us  as  our  lives.     We  resent  the  usage  of  th« 
treacherous  French,  and  our  conduct  wij]  henceforth  plainly  show 
you  how  much  wc  have  it  at  heart.  H 

"  I  cannot  be  easy  witliout  seeing  you  before  our  forces  meet 
al  the  fork  of  the  roads,  and  therefore  1  have  the  greatest  desire 
that  you  and  E^scnmiat,  or  one  of  you,  should  meet  mc  on 
road  as  soon  as  possible  to  assist  us  in  council. 

"To  assure  you  of  the  good  will  wc  bear  you,  and  to  confir 
the  truth  of  what  has  been  said,  I  herewith  present  to  you  a  slrin 
of  wampum,  that  you  may  thereby  remember  how  much  I 
your  brother  and  friend."  ' 

1  hope  my  proceedings   in   these  affairs  will   be 
satisfactory  to  your  Honor,  as  I  have,  to  the  utmost 
of  my  knowledge,  consulted  the  interest  of  the  cx-^ 
pedition  and  good  of  my  country ;  whose  rights,  while 
they  are  asserted  in  so  just  a  cause,  I  will  defend  to  ™ 
the  last  remains  of  life.  | 

Hitherto  the  difficulties  I  have  met  with  in  march 


'Thit  wasiign«d,  "Vaui  friend  *n^  brother,  Waaliingtaii,  or  Conolocarhu.' 
The  French  cdilor  of  ihe  PrJcis  added  ihie  note :  "  Vnii-iieTnbleineni  c'cu  an 
nom  sauvHge  <\a'  Hvoit  pris  M.  Wniliingttin,  pour  pUire  a»x  nilioni  qa'  it  voa- 
loit  s^luire." 

"Thit  name  Eeems  to  come  (rom  the  Mohawk  Canila,  heuu  ox  villagt.  uid 
Cagarien.  to  Jevour.  In  Onon.laga.  tin  terms  sic  Gaiiala,  a  viUagt,  and  Hop^ 
rien,  lotal.  The  name  woald  ihus  mean  Jmetirtt e/ villagts."  [John  Ci\\tatty 
Shea.]  Il  is  difScnll  to  elplain  why  Ihat  name  should  lifivc  l>ecii  (-iven  to 
Wathinglon  thus  early  in  his  eareer.  and  before  he  lud  performed  any  act  lo 
warrant  it-  I  urn  inclined  lo  believe  ihot  the  ludUns  had  in  mind  an  anceuor 
of  Washington.  John  Washington,  who  so  severely  punlnlicd  lliG  Susquelua. 
nucks.  Id  a  !i|)ccch  made  lu  Wasliingtoin  in  179a  by  Cornptsntfr.  an  Indian 
chief,  occu«  the  following  :  "  Father,  when  your  aimy  entered  Ihe  coantr^r  of 
the  Six  Nations,  we  called  you  lovrn  destroyer  ;  and  to  Ihit  day.  wh«n  your 
lume  U  heard,  our  women  look  behind  them  and  turn  pale."     Boudinot,  Star 
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ifighave  been  greater  than  I  expect  to  encounter  on 

the  Ohio,  when  possibly  1  may  be  surroundt;d  by  the 

eoony,  and  these  difficulties  have  been  occasioned  by 

those,  who,  had  they  acted  as  becomes  every  good 

subject,  would  have  exerted  their  utmost  abilities  to 

forward    our    just    designs.      Out    of    seventy-four 

uagons  impressed  at  Winchester,  we  got  but  ten  after 

waiting  a  week,  and  some  of  those  so  badly  provided 

with  teams,  that  the  soldiers  were  obliged  to  assist 

them  up  the  hills,  although  it  was  known  they  had 

better  teams   at   home.     I  doubt  not  that  in  some 

points  I   may  have  strained  the  law ;  but  I  hope,  as 

my  sole  motive  was  to  expedite  the  march,  I  shall  be 

supported  in  it,  should  my  authority  be  questioned, 

which  at  present  I  do  not  apprehend,  unless  some 

busybody  intermeddles.' 

Vour  Honor  will  see  by  the  resolves  in  council,  that 
I  am  destined  to  the  Monongahela  with  all  the  dili- 
gent despatch  in  my  power.  We  will  endeavour  to 
make  the  road  sudfictently  good  for  the  heaviest  artil- 
lery to  pass,  and,  when  we  arrive  at  Red-stone  Creek, 
fortify  ourselves  as  strongly  as  the  short  time  will 
allow,  t  doubt  not  that  we  can  maintain  a  posses- 
sion there,  till  we  are  reinforced,  unless  the  rising  of 

'  B7  Uw  mUllU  law  of  Vtrj;{iila  the  commander  could  impreu  provUloni, 
b<MU,  wagoat.  draft.honc*.  nltiikilg,  toolt,  and  llic  lik*.  n«cnwry  to  fictlitale 
nUhat^  »ciTein«(iU  uid  opcratJoint.  Bm  no  ulick  mold  be  imprcued  till  ilx 
ti^v»  had  licco  apjiralted,  aifd  an  (tllmaic  o(  Ihe  prapu  olIowaRcc  (or  hi  d^ily 
Me  had  been  aadc  by  two  irpalible  person*  nndvr  oath.  A  [c>;ci]it  (or  (he 
HBc  was  cbco  to  be  giTcii  b  miling  to  the  ov-ner  bjr  Ihe  commanding  officer. 
— H«mlaB'>  SUItUti  m  I-ar/it,  vol.  vl,,  p.  114. 

Aldtoo^  the  troofi*  now  iau«<d  were  vuluntetn,  and  onlitltd  (or  a  (pccjtl 
pwcpwe,  jel  Ihcy  were  tegnlattd  in  ereir  rnpect  by  the  militia  lawi  fA  th«  col- 
mf$,  panad  tn  m^  (?)  ■"'l  remodelled  in  1748. 
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the  waters  shall  admit  the  enemy's  cannon  to  be  con- 
veyed up  in  canoes,  and  then  I  flatter  myself  wc  shall 
not  be  so  destitute  of  intelligence,  as  not  to  get  time!): 
notice  of  it,  and  make  a  good  retreat. 

I  hope  you  will  see  the  absolute  necessity  for  our 
having,  as  soon  as  our  forces  are  collected,  a  number 
of  cannon,  some  of  heavy  metal,  with  mortars  and 
grenadoes,  to  attack  the  French,  and  put  us  on  an 
equal  footing  with  them. 

Perhaps  it  may  also  be  thought  advisable  to  invite' 
the  Cherokees,  Catawbas,  and  Chickasaws  to  march 
to  our  assistance,  as  we  are  informed  that  six  hundred 
Chippewas  and  Ottawas  are  marching  down  Scioto 
Creek  to  join  the  French,  who  are  coming  up  the 
Ohio.  In  that  case  I  would  beg  leave  to  recommend 
their  being  ordered  to  this  place  first,  that  a  peace  may 
be  concluded  between  them  and  the  Six  Nations;  for 
I  am  informed  by  several  persons  that,  as  no  good  har- 
mony subsists  between  them,  their  coming  first  to  the 
Ohio  may  create  great  disorders,  and  turn  out  much 
to  our  disadvantage. 

As  I  had  opportunities  I  wrote  to  the  governors  of 
Maryland  and  Pennsylvania,  acquainting  them  with 
these  advices,  and  enclosed  the  summons  and  Indian 
speech,  which  I  hope  you  will  not  think  me  too  for- 
ward in  doing.  I  considered  that  the  Assembly  of 
Marj'land  was  to  sit  in  five  days,  that  the  Pennsyl- 
vania Assembly  is  now  sitting,  and  that,  by  giving 
timely  notice,  something  might  be  done  in  favor  of 
this  expedition,  which  now  requires  all  the  force  we 
can  muster. 
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By  the  best  information  I  can  get,  I  much  doubt 
whether  any  of  the  Indians  will  be  in  to  treat  in  May. 
Are  the  Indian  women  and  children,  if  they  settle 
amongst  us,  to  be  maintained  at  our  expense  ?  They 
wll  expect  it' 

This  day,  arrived  the  Men  belonging  to  Captain 
Trent  vho  by  your  Orders  had  been  inlisted  as  Mili- 
tia-Troops ;  the  Officers  having  imprudently  promised 
them  Two  S/ii/ii>(g-s  per  Day.  they  now  refuse  to 
serve  for  less  Pay;  H^arei  shall  receive  your  Orders 
on  diat  Head. 

A^i/  28.     Some   Pieces   of   Cannon    reached   us,  which 
"crc  taken  to  the  Mouth  of  Paltersoa's  River. 

fPNalhe  SQIh  of  Apdl  to  the  lltli  o(  Maf,  tli«  JoutmJ  (t(«b  only  with 
Ihidia,  mA  Matter*  of  little  Conieqncaoe.] 


nONBI 


TO  GOVERNOR    DINWIDDIE. 


I.iTTLX  Mkadowx,  g  )d«]r,  17^. 


{oN'DLE.  Sir, 

I  acquainted  you  by  Mr.  Ward  with  the  deter- 
mination, which  we  prosecuted  in  four  days  after 
his  departure,  as  soon  as  wagons  arrived  to  carry 
our  provisions.  The  want  of  proper  conveyances 
has  much  retarded  this  expedition,  and  at  this  time 
unfortunately  delay'd  the  detachment  I  have  the 
honour  to  command.  Even  when  we  came  to  Will's 
Cre«k,  my  disappointments  were  not  less  than  before  ; 
for  there  I  expected  to  have  found  a  sufficient  num- 

'  in  Urn  Prdeii  Jei  Failt,  the  Lot  tvo  pongnplu  of  this  letter  ire  wsLUling. 
boi  tlie  (oUowinK  ienleikce  U  insencd : 

"  Noti*  tcetOM  te  craail  avuitage  det  iraiispoiU  pai  eiu,  c'ut  pour^uoi  jc 
tprierobdepoiiiToir  lun  nomtut  de  cuiott  pour  «  aujet. 
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ber  of  packhorses  provided  by  Captain  Trent,  con- 
formable to  his  promise  [in  reply]  to  Major  Carlyle's 
letters  and  my  own,  (that  I  might  prosecute  my  First 
intention  with  light,  expeditious  marches  ;)  but  in- 
stead of  that,  there  was  none  in  readiness,  nor  any  in 
expectation  that  1  could  perceive,  which  reduced  me 
to  the  necessity  of  waiting  till  wagons  could  be  pro- 
cured from  the  Branch,  (forty  miles  distant.)  How- 
ever, in  the  mean  time,  I  detached  a  party  of  sixty 
men  to  make  and  amend  the  road,  which  party  since 
ye  25th  of  April,  and  the  main  body  since  the  ist  in- 
stant, have  been  laboriously  employed,  and  have  got 
no  further  than  these  Meadows,  about  twenty  miles 
from  the  new  Store,  where  we  have  been  two  days 
making  a  bridge  across,  and  are  not  done  yet 

The  great  difficulty  and  labor,  that  it  requires  to 
amend  and  alter  the  road,  prevents  our  marching 
above  2,  3,  or  4  miles  a  day  ;  and  I  fear,  (tho  no  dili- 
gence shall  be  neglected,)  we  shall  be  detained  some 
considerable  time  before  it  can  be  made  good  for  the 
carriage  of  the  artillery  with  Colonel  Fry. 

We  daily  receive  intelligence  from  Ohio  by  one  or 
other  of  the  traders,  that  are  continually  retreating  to 
the  inhabitants  with  their  effects.  They  all  concur, 
that  ye  French  are  reinforced  with  800  men  ;  and  this 
day,  by  one  Kalender,  I  received  an  account,  which 
he  sets  forth  as  certain,  that  there  is  600  men  build- 
ing at  the  Falls  of  Ohio,  from  whence  they  intend  to 
move  up  to  the  lower  Shawnee  Town,  at  ye  mouth  of 
Sciodo  Creek,  to  erect  other  fortresses.  He  like- 
wise says,   that  these  forces  at  ye  Forks  are  erect- 
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ing  their  works  with  their  whoJe  force ;  and  as  he 
was  coming  met  at  Mr.  Gist's  new  settlement  Mon- 
sieur La  Force  with  4  soldiers,  who.  under  the  spe- 
cious pretence  of  hunting  deserters,  were  reconnoi- 
tering  and  discovering  yc  country.  He  also  brings  ye 
agreeable  news,  that  the  Half-King  has  received,  and  is 
nwcJi  pleased  with,  the  speech  I  sent  them,  and  is 
oowupon  their  march  with  50  men  to  meet  us.  The 
French  down  the  river  are  sending  presents  and  invi- 
tations to  alt  the  neighbouring  Indians,  and  practising 
every  means  to  influence  them  in  their  interest 

We  have  heard  nothing  from  the  Catawbas,  or  any 
of  the  Southern  Indians,  the  this  is  the  time  we 
mostly  need  their  assistance.  I  have  not  above  160 
effective  men  with  mc,  since  Captain  Trent's  have 
left  us,  who  I  discharged  from  this  detachment,  and 
Ordered  them  to  wait  your  Honour's  command  at 
Captain  Trent's  ;  for  I  found  them  rather  injurious 
to  ye  other  dien,  than  serviceable  to  ye  expedition, 
tOl  they  could  be  upon  the  same  establishment  with 
iis,  and  come  under  the  regt.  of  the  martial  law. 

May  the  i  ith.  I  Detached  a  Party  of  Twenty-five  Men, 
commanded  by  Captain  Sup/irn  and  Ensipi  Peyroate,  with 
Orders  to  go  to  Mr.  Gist's,  to  enquire  exactly  where  La 
Force,  and  hi*  Party  were;  and  in  case  they  were  in  the 
Neighborhood,  to  cease  pursuit  and  protect  themselves.  \ 
also  ordered  them  to  examine  closely  all  the  Woods  round 
about,  and  should  they  find  any  Frenchmatt  apart  from  the 
rest,  to  try  to  capture  him  and  bring  him  in,  that  we  might 
obtain  intelligence:  to  make  careful  inquiry  if  it  was  Possi- 
ble to  descend  by  Water ;  as  also  to  find  out  some  conveni- 


cnt  Place  near  the  Mouth  of  Red-Stone  Creek,  where  wc 
could  build  a  Fort ;  to  salute  the  Half-King;  and  to  send 
him  back  under  a  small  Gunrd ;  as  also  to  enquire  whxt 
were  the  Views  and  designs  of  the  French  ;  what  they  had 
done,  and  what  they  intended  to  do,  and  to  collect  eve; 
Thing,  which  could  give  us  the  least  Intelligence. 

The  12th.     Broke  camp,  and  went  on  a  rising  Ground, 
where  we  halted  to  dry  ourselves,  for  we  had  been  obliged 
to  ford  a  rapid  where  our  shortest  Men  had  Water  up 
their  Arm -pits. 

An  Express  came  in  with  Letters  acquainting  us  \\is 
Colonel  fry  with  a  Detachment  of  more  than  One  H  undrcd 
Men  was  at  WinchesUr,  and  was  to  set  out  in  a  few  Days  to 
join  us  ;  as  also  that  Colonel  Innrs  was  marching  with  Three 
Hundred  and  Fifty  Men.  raised  in  Carolina  ;  that  it  was  ex- 
pected  Maryland  'komXA  raise  Two  Hundred  Men,  and  that 
Pennsylvania  had  raised  Ten  Tkousand  Pounds,  (equal  to 
about  Fifty-two  Thousand  Five  Hundred  Livrcs)  to  pay 
the  Soldiers  of  other  Colonies,  as  that  Province  could  fur- 
nish no  recruits;  and  that  Governor  Shirley  had  sent  Six 
Hundred  Men  to  harrass  the  French  in  Canada;  I  hope 
that  will  give  them  some  Work  to  do,  and  will  moderate 
their  zeal  in  sending  so  many  Men  to  the  Ohio. 

The  l6th.  Met  two  Traders,  who  told  us  they  we; 
retiring  for  fear  of  the  French,  as  Parties  of  them  were  often 
seen  around  Mr.  Giil's.  These  Traders  arc  of  Opinion,  35 
well  as  many  others,  that  it  is  not  possible  to  clear  a  road 
for  any  loaded  wagon  to  go  from  hence  to  Red-Stone-Creck. 

The  17th.  This  evening  Mr.  Ward,  arrived  with  the 
young  Indian  returning  from  Williamsliurg,  and  delivered 
me  a  Letter,  wherein  the  Governor  is  so  good  as  to  approve 
of  my  Proceedings,  but  is  much  displeased  with  Captain 
Trent,  and  has  ordered  him  to  be  tried,  for  leaving  his  Men 
at  the  Ohio:  with  these  orders  the  Governor  also  informs 
mc  that  Captain  Mackay,  with  an  Independent  Company  of 
One  Hundred  Men,  besides  the  Officers,  had  arrived,  and 
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ihil  ve  might  expect  them  daily  -,  and  that  the  Men  from 
Xm-  York  would  join  us  within  ten  Days.' 

This  evening  also  came  two  Indians  from  the  Ohio,  who 
had  left  the  Frtmh  Fort  five  Days  ago :  They  relate  that 
x'tnc  French  Forces  are  all  employed  in  building  their  Fort, 
■hich  is  already  Breast-high,  and  the  Thickness  of  two 
hlbom^,  and  filled  up  with  Earth  and  Stone,  &c.  They 
hare  cut  down  and  burnt  all  the  Trees  which  were  about  it, 
md  sown  Grain  in  their  place.  They  say  themselves  they 
ire  Eight  Hundred.  The  Indians  believe  there  were  only 
Sa  Hundred  in  Number.  They  expect  a  greater  Number  in 
ifew  Days  ;  which  will  make  them  One  Thousand  Six  Hun- 
iwi  strong,  and  then,  they  say,  they  can  defy  the  English. 

The  l8th.  The  Waters  continuing  ver>'  high,  hindered 
Dcfrom  marching  my  men  and  Baggage,  which  determined 
rac  to  place  myself  in  a  Posture  of  Defence  against  any  im- 
mediate Attack  from  the  Enemy,  and  to  go  myself  down  to 
(tterve  the  river. 


r 


TO  GOVERNOR    DINWIDDIE. 
CiRZAT  CsoniNC  or  the  Voire  uiooaxy,  iB  M«r.  ITS4' 


I  received  your  Honor's  favor  by  Mr.  Ward,  who 
arrived  here  last  night,  just  as  two  Indians  from  the 
Ohio  did;  which  Indians  contradict  the  report  of  the 
French  having  received  reinforcements,  though  they 
agree  that  eight  hundred  men  are  very  shortly  ex- 
pected. Those  that  are  there  are  busily  employed 
in  erecting  the  fort,  which  they  have  removed  to  the 
poioc  I  recommended  for  the  country's  use,  whose 
waJIs  they  have  now  made  two  fathoms  thick,  and 
have  rai.scd  it  breast  high. 

They  are  daily  sending  scouts  out,  some  of  which 
about  five  days  ago  was  seen  within  six  or  seven 

■  DimimdJie  F^ftn,  I..  14S- 
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miles  of  our  camp ;  but  as  I  did  not  receive  tirael; 
notice  of  it,  they  have  escaped,  unless  they  have  fallei 
in  with  a  party  sent  out  about  8  days  ago  to  Red-stone 
[Creek],  to  reconnoitre  the  countrj-  thereabouts,  and 
to  get  intelligence  of  the  motions  of  the  French.       J 

It  is  imagined  the  Half-King  will  be  here  in  two  or 
three  days,  but  to  hurry  him  I  have  sent  the  Indian, 
that  came  up  with  Mr.  Ward,  with  a  short  speech, 
acquainting  him  with  my  desire  of  his  coming  as 
expeditiously  as  possible,  to  receive  the  speech  which 
your  Honour  sent  by  Mr.  Ward,  and  that  Colonel 
Fry  wrote  me  1  was  to  deliver.  When  he  arrives  I 
will  endeavour  to  send  him  on  [to]  meet  your  Honour 
at  Winchester. 

These  Indians,  and  all  the  traders  that  I  have  bei 
able  to  get  any  information  from,  of  late,  agree,  th; 
it  is  almost  impracticable  to  open  a  road  that 
wagon  can  pass  from  this  to  Red-stone  Creek.  Bui 
most  of  them  assure  me.  that,  (except  one  place, 
water  carriage  may  be  had  down  this  river,  which  wi 
be  a  most  advantageous  discovery  if  it  proves  so, 
it  will  save  40  miles'  land  carriage  over  almost  i 
passable  roads  and  mountains.  The  water  is  now 
high,  that  we  cannot  possibly  cross  over  with  our  me 
which  likewise  secures  us  from  any  immediate  ai 
tacks  of  the  enemy.  Therefore  I  have  resolved 
go  down  the  river  to  this  fall,  which  is  at  the  Turkey 
Foot,  to  inform  myself  concerning  the  nature  and 
difficulty  attending  this  fall.  In  order  thereto  I  have 
provided  a  canoe,  and  shall,  with  an  ofificer  and  5  men, 
set  out  upon  this  discover)'  to-morrow  morning. 
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Captiin  Trent's  men,  who  by  their  refractor)'  be- 
haviour (lid  oblige  me  to  separate  them  from  the 
other  soldiers,  have  now  left  the  New  Store  and  dis- 
pereed,  contrary  to  my  positive  orders  till  they 
received  your  Honour's  commands. 

As  I  shall  have  frequent  communications  with  the 
Indians,  which  is  of  no  effect  without  wampum,  I 
hope  your  Honour  will  order  some  to  be  sent.  In- 
liced,  we  ought  to  have  spirit,  and  many  other  things 
of  this  sort,  which  is  always  expected  by  every  Indian 
that  brings  a  message,  or  good  report.  Also  the 
diefs,  who  visit  and  converse  in  council,  look  for  it 

it  would  not  be  thought  too  bold  in  me,  I  would 
recommend  some  of  the  treaty  goods  being  sent  for 
that  purpose  with  or  after  Colonel  Fr>'.  This  is  the 
mediod  the  French  pursue,  and  a  trifle  judiciously 
bestowed,  and  in  season,  may  turn  to  our  advantage, 
li  I  find  this  river  is  navigable,  I  am  convinced  it 
can  but  be  agreeable  to  your  Honour,  building  canoes 
in  order  to  convey  our  artillcr)'  down.  As  the  road 
to  this  place  is  made  as  good  as  it  can  be,  having 
spent  much  time  and  great  labor  upon  it,  I  believe 
«agons  may  travel  now  with  1500  or  1800  weight  on 
them,  by  doubling  the  teams  at  one  or  two  pinches 


only. 


TO   GOVERNOR   DINWIDDIE. 


Gbkat  CKOfaiMC  f>7  Tits  VoucHiouAicr,  iS  M>7,  1754. 

HoNBLE.  Sir, 

I  am  heartily  concerned,  that  the  officers  have  such 
leal  cause  to  complain  of  the  Committee's  resolves  ; 
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and  still  more  to  find  my  inclinations  prone  to  second 
their  just  grievances. 

I  have  endeavoured,  as  far  as  1  was  able,  to  sec  ir> 
the  best  light  1  could  the  trifling  advantages  that 
may  accrue  ;  yet  nothing  prevents  their  throwing 
down  their  commissions  (with  gratitude  and  thanks  to 
your  Honor,  whose  good  intentions  of  serving  us  wc 
are  all  well  assured  of,)  but  the  approaching  danger, 
which  has  too  far  engaged  their  honor  to  recede  til! 
other  officers  are  sent  in  their  room,  or  an  alteration 
made  regarding  their  pay,  during  which  time  they 
will  assist  with  their  best  endeavours  voluntarily — 
that  is.  without  receiving  the  gratuity  allowed  by  th^ 
resolves  of  the  Committee.  ^H 

Giving  up  my  commission  is  quite  contrary  to  my^ 
intention.  Nay,  I  ask  it  as  a  greater  favor,  than  any 
amongst  the  many  I  have  received  from  your  Honor, 
to  confirm  it  to  me.  But  let  me  serve  voluntarily  ; 
then  I  will,  with  thegreatest  pleasure  in  life,  devote  my 
services  to  the  expedition  without  any  other  reward, 
than  the  satisfaction  of  serving  my  country ;  but  to 
be  slaving  dangerously  for  the  shadow  of  pay,  through 
woods,  rocks,  mountains, — I  would  rather  prefer  the 
great  toil  of  a  daily  laborer,  and  dig  for  a  mainten- 
ance, provided  I  were  reduced  to  the  necessity,  than 
serve  upon  such  ignoble  terms  ;  for  I  really  do  not 
see  why  the  lives  of  his  Majesty's  subjects  in  Virginia 
should  be  of  less  value,  than  of  those  in  other  parts  of 
his  American  dominions  ;  especially  when  it  is  well 
known,  that  we  must  undergo  double  their  hardship. 

I  could  enumerate  a  thousand  difficulties  that  we 
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have  met  with,  and  must  expect  to  meet  with,  more 
than  other  officers  who  have  almost  double  our 
pay ;  but  as  I  know  you  reflect  on  these  things,  and 
1st  sensible  of  the  hardships  we  must  necessarily  en- 
counter, it  would  be  needless  to  enlarge. 

Besides,  as  I  have  expatiated  fully  (and,  perhaps,  too 
warmly)  in  a  letter  to  Colonel  Fairfax,  who,  1  sup- 
pose, will  accompany  you  to  Winchester,  upon  the 
motives  that  occasion  these  my  resolves,  I  shall  not 
trouble  you  with  them ;  for  the  subject  leads  me  too 
far  when  I  engage  in  it.' 

Another  thing  resolved  by  the  Committee  is,  that 
only  one  sergeant  and  one  corporal  be  allowed  to  a 
company  ;  with  whom  it  is  as  much  impossible  to  do 
the  necessary  duly,  as  it  is  to  conquer  kingdoms  with 
my  handful  of  men. 

Upon  the  whole,  I  find  so  many  clogs  upon  the  ex- 
pedition, thatl  quite  despair  of  success;  nevertheless, 
I  humbly  beg  it,  as  a  particular  favor,  that  your 
Honor  will  continue  me  in  the  post  I  now  enjoy,  the 
duty  whereof  I  will  most  cheerfully  execute  as  a  volun- 
teer, but  by  no  means  upon  the  present  pay. 

<  The  Co*«nic«  was  at  An  tiate  in  Winchester,  bkvutg  pteviouilp  nuida 
■twgiwcat*  lor  meeiW);  there  tevcral  Indiaa  Chiefs,  to  brighicn  (he  chain  of 
(riewUhip  by  >  new  treaty,  or  rather  to  ^ive  thom  jircMnt)  and  eichange  belts 
<A  wsminun.  He  aligned  this  u  a  reason  uhf  Vitj^nu  did  not  tend  delecale* 
10  Ikt  AJbaBj  ConTcntioii,  which  wai  rccominended  by  Ihe  Board  of  Trade,  and 
ttltmlwl  bj  cotBaiHkincn  from  the  nonhmi  and  middle  folonics,  and  which 
Mtfed  notorieijr  (ron  the  wlebraied  Flan  a/  Umitm  drawn  up  hj  Franklin, 
I  adifpi«d  by  the  Coni-enlion.  The  attempt  to  treat  at  Wiiichetler  wta  a 
e,  >i  two  oe  (kree  aubordinalc  Chiefa  only  appeartd.  thaugh  Wathington 
I  bia  heat  eadcaTaara  to  bring  dows  the  Halt-King  and  loine  of  his  friend*, 
r  nude  aeoM*  that  thef  were  planting  com  and  engii|[ed  in  other  affair*  at 
bnac— .W^- 
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I  hope  what  I  have  said  will  not  be  taken  amiss ; 
for  !  really  believe,  were  it  as  much  in  your  power,  as 
it  is  your  inclination,  we  should  be  treated  as  gentle- 
men and  oflficcrSf  and  not  have  annexed  to  the  most 
trifling  pay,  that  ever  was  given  to  English  officers, 
the  glorious  allowance  of  soldier's  diet, — a  pound  of 
pork,  with  bread  in  proportion,  per  day.  Be  the  con- 
sequence what  it  will.  I  am  determined  not  to  leave 
the  regiment,  but  to  be  amongst  the  last  men  that 
quit  thf!  Ohio,  even  if  I  serve  as  a  private  volunteer, 
which  1  greatly  prefer  to  the  establishment  we  are 
now  upon.     I  am,  &c.' 

The  19th.  I  dispatched  the  young  Indmn  who  had  tt- 
turned  with  Mr.  Ward,  to  the  Hal/-King,-vi'\X\\.  the  following 
speech. 

TO  THE  HALF-KING,  &C. 
My  Bketurek, 

It  gives  me  great  Plca&urc  to  Icaro  that  you  are  marchml 
assist  rae  with  your  Counsels  ;  be  of  good  Coiiragt  my  Hrethren. 
and  march  vigorously  towards  your  Brethren  the  EngU$h ;  for 
they  come  with  new  forces,  who  will  protect  you  against  your 
treacherous  Enemy  the  Freruh.  My  Friends  whom  I  send  10  you 
will  acquaint  you  of  aa  agreeable  Speech  which  the  Governor  of 

'  "  Nnw,  Col.  Wishinglon.  I  shall  more  parliculirly  inswei  whit  rclllei  to 
youlsclf.  and  I  mu^l  begin  with  cxptcuing  lioth  concern  and  (lUrpriic  <□  liiij  i 
gentleman,  whom  I  so  paiticulnrly  cnn&idered,  and  fnicn  wltcnii  I  had  so  great 
cxpeclalions  ami  ho[W3,  appear  so  difftrently  for  himiEtf.  «nd  give  me  leave  lo 
say,  niiilaktiily.  «s  I  think,  coneurring  with  eompUints,  in  genera!  so  Ill- 
founded.  1  am  sensible  of  your  difTicullies.  and  you  may  believe  I  shall  not  lei 
your  merit  |)ass  unnoticed.  J  believe  jrou  sincerely  alloched  lo  your  counuy'i 
wclftre  and  protperily,  which,  you  Itnow.  very  much  depends  on  the  suceeu  fA 
your  pteicnt  eipedilion.  and  this  I  persuade  myscti  will  swcelen  the  loila: 
thai  you  will  hereafter  rellecl  on  with  pleasure,  and  enjpigc  you  lo  think  o( 
nothing  lesi  than  resigning  your  command,  ur  countenancing  in  iXif  son  the 
disi;onleni  thai  could  never  be  more  unreasonable  or  pernicious  Ihuiil  pretcU." 
— Ditttuiddit  U  IVaihiiiglon.  Muy  3s,  '754- 


itepP 


1754] 


GEORGE   WASHTNGTOX, 


«7 


I'ti^MM  addnessex  to  you  :  He  ts  very  sorry  for  the  bad  Usage 
joo  hare  received.  The  great  Waters  do  not  permit  us  to  go  as 
promptly  to  you  xs  we  would  ;  for  that  reason  1  have  sent  the 
fling  Man  to  invite  you  to  come  and  meet  us  :  lie  can  tell  you 
oiOT  Things  which  he  has  ^cd  in  Virginia,  and  also  how  well  he 
ns  received  by  the  roost  inlluential ;  they  did  not  use  them  as 
Hit  Frrneh  do,  your  People  who  go  to  their  Fort ;  they  refuse 
tkon Provisions;  this  Man  has  had  given  him,  all  that  his  Heart 
cnld  wish  ;  for  the  Confirmation  of  all  this.  I  here  give  you 
■  Belt  of  Wampum. 

TKc  20th.  Embarked  in  a  Canoe  with  Lieutenant  West, 
three  soldiers,  and  one  Indian;  and  having  followed  the 
river  about  Half  a  Mile,  we  were  obliged  to  come  ashore 
rtere  I  met  Ptter  Suvrr,  a  Trader,  who  seemed  to  discour- 
ap  me  from  seeking  a  Passage  by  Water ;  that  induced  me 
h)  alter  the  intention  of  building  Canoes:  I  ordered  my 
t^tc  to  wade,  as  the  Waters  were  shallow  enough ;  and 
cnttinucd  myself  down  the  river ;  and  finding  that  our  Ca^ 
wawcre  too  small  for  six  Men.  we  stopped  to  make  some 
sort  of  3  boat,  with  which,  together  with  our  Canoes,  we 
gained  Turkfy-Fool  (in  French,  If  pied  de  ginge)  by  the  Bc- 
gianing  of  Night.  We  encountered  several  little  Dif)icul< 
ties  about  eight  or  ten  Miles  from  ihence,  of  no  great  Con- 
x^ucnce,  finding  the  Waters  sometimes  deep  enough  for 
Canoes  to  pass,  and  at  other  times  more  shallow. 

The  2ist.  Wc  passed  some  time  in  examining  the  Place, 
which  we  found  very  convenient  for  locating  a  Fort,  being 
«  the  Mouth  of  three  Branches,  and  for  the  most  part 
affording  a  good  foundation  of  tufa  (tuf).  The  Plan,  which 
iDAy  be  here  seen,  is  as  exact  as  I  could  make  it  without 
Uttbcmatica)  Instruments. 

Wc  went  about  two  Miles  to  observe  the  Course  of  the 
River  which  is  very  strait,  has  many  Currents,  is  full  o(  rocks 
*nd  rapid ;  we  waded  it,  though  the  Watcrwas  pretty  high : 
vhkh  made  me  think  it  would  not  be  difficult  to  pass  it 
wlh  Canoes,  which  could  be  done  now  only  with  difficulty. 
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Besides  this  rapid  we  found  othcre.  the  Water  being  more 

shallow  and  the  Current  smoother  ;  we  easily  passed  thein^^ 

but  afterwards  wc  found  little  or  scarce  any  Bottom :  Moui^f 

tains  lie  on  both  Sides  of  the   River.     Wc  descended  the 

river  about  ten  Miles,  when  a  great  rapid  obliged  us  to  sto^_ 

and  to  come  ashore.  ^| 

[from  th«  %i&.  to  the  34th,  th«  Jonmtl  conEu'ni  only  %  deuription  oC  th» 
coantty.J 

to  colonel  joshua  fry. 

Sir, 

This  day  I  returned  from  my  discoveries  down  the 
Youghiogany,  which.  I  am  sorry  to  say,  can  never  be 
made  navigable.  We  traced  the  watercourse  near 
thirty  miles,  with  the  full  expectation  of  succeeding 
in  the  much  desired  aim  ;  but,  at  length,  we  came  to 
a  fall,  which  continued  rough,  rocky,  and  scarcely 
passable,  for  two  miles,  and  then  fell,  within  the  space 
of  fifty  yards,  nearly  forty  feet  perpendicular. 

As  I  apprehended  there  would  be  difficulty  in  these 
waters,  I  sent  the  soldiers  forward  upon  the  road, 
when  I  left  the  camp,  which  was  as  soon  as  they 
could  cross ;  therefore,  no  time  has  been  lost ;  but 
the  roads  are  so  exceedingly  bad,  that  we  proceed 
very  slow.  ^ 

By  concurring  intelligence,  which  we  received  from 
the  Indians,  the  French  are  not  above  seven  or  eight 
hundred  strong,  and  by  a  late  account  we  are  in- 
formed, that  one  half  of  them  were  detached  in  the 
night,  without  even  the  Indians'  knowledge,  on  some 
secret  expedition  ;  but  the  truth  of  this,  though  it  is 
afifirmed  by  an  Indian  lately  from  their  fort,  1  cannc 
yet  vouch  for,  nor  tell  where  they  are  bound. 
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I  would  recommend,  in  the  strongest  terms  possi- 
ble, your  writing  to  the  Governor  for  some  of  the 
treat)' goods,  or  any  otht;rs  suitabU:  for  the  Indians. 
Nothing  can  be  done  without  them.  All  the  Indians 
that  come  expect  presents.  The  French  take  this 
method,  which  proves  verj-  acceptable  ;  besides,  if 
>*ou  want  one  or  more  to  conduct  a  party,  to  discover 
the  countrj',  to  hunt,  or  for  any  particular  service, 
they  must  be  bought ;  their  friendship  is  not  so 
■rm,  as  to  prompt  thent  to  these  services  gratis  ; 
and  that.  I  believe,  every  person,  who  is  acquainted 
vith  the  nature  of  Indians,  knows.  The  Indian,  that 
accompanied  me  down  the  river,  would  go  no  further 
than  the  Forks,  about  ten  miles,  till  I  promised  him 
a  ruffled  shirt,  which  I  must  take  from  my  own.  and 
a  match-coat.  He  said  the  French  always  had  Indi- 
ans to  show  them  the  woods,  because  they  paid  well 
for  so  doing  ;  and  this  may  be  laid  down  as  a  standing 
maxim  amongst  them.  I  think  were  the  goods  sent 
I  out,  and  delivered  occasionally,  as  you  see  cause, 
that  four  or  five  hundred  pounds'  worth  would  do 
[more  good,  than  as  many  thousands  given  at  a  treaty. 
^B  I  hope  I  may  be  excused  for  offering  my  opinions 
^so  freely,  for  I  can  aver  we  shall  get  no  intelligence, 
'  or  other  services  from  them,  unless  we  have  goods  to 
^^ply  to  these  uses.     I  am,  &c 

^VTbe  34th.    This  Morning  an  InduiH  arrived  in  Company 
r    with  the  young  Indian  I  had  sent  to  the  Half-King,  and 
brought  me  the  following  Letter  from  him. 

To  ihc  forist,  liis  Majcstic's  Commander  offwcrses — to  hom 
Uii5  may  concern  : 
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On  aoc't  of  s  frcnch  anncy  to  meat  Mister  Georg  Wassionton 
thcrfor  my  Brothcrcs  I  dcisir  you  to  bcawar  of  them  for  deisin'd 
10  strtk  ye  forisi  EngUh  they  see  ten  dcays  since  they  marchd  I 
cannot  tell  what  nomber  the  half  king  and  the  rest  of  the  chiefs 
will  be  with  you  in  five  dayes  to  consci,  no  more  at  present  but 
give  my  serves  to  my  iirolhciu  the  Engliih 

The  Half-King 
John  Davison- 


A 


I  examined  those  two  young  Indians  as  best  I  could,  con- 
cerning every  Circumstance,  but  they  did  rot  give  me  much_ 
information.  ^| 

They  say  there  arc  Parties  of  them  often  out,  but  they 
do  not  know  of  any  considerable  Number  coming  this 
Way.  The  French  continue  raising  their  Fort ;  that  Part 
next  to  the  Land,  is  very  well  inclosed,  but  that  next  to  the 
Water  is  much  neglected,  at  least  is  without  any  Defence; 
they  have  only  nine  Pieces  of  Cannon,  some  of  them  verj" 
small,  and  not  one  mounted.  There  are  two  on  the  Point, 
and  the  others  at  some  Distance  (rom  the  Fort  on  the  Land 
side. 

They  say  that  there  are  many  sick  among  them,  that  they 
cannot  find  any  /nifians  io  guide  their  small  Parties  towards 
our  Camp,  these  Indians  having  refused. 

The  same  Day,  at  Two  o'Clock,  we  arrived  at  the  Mcad^f 
ows,  where  we  saw  a  Trader,  who  told  us  that  he  had  come 
that  Morning  from  Mr.  Gist's  where  he  had  seen  two  Frnttk- 
mcn  the  Night  before ;  and  that  he  knew  there  was  a  strong 
Detachment  on  the  march,  which  confirmed  the  Account 
we  had  received  from  the  Half-King:  Consequently  1 
placed  Troops  behind  two  natural  Intrenchments,  where  I 
also  placed  our  Waggons.  ^H 

The  25th.     Detached  one  Party'  to  go  along  the  roadfff 
and  other  small  Parties  into  the  Woods,  to  reconnoitre.     I 
gave  the  Horse<mcn  Orders  to  examine  the  Country  well, 


'  The  FrenuTi  icails  :  "  Je  delachai  un  parti  k  CtuT«lt." 
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and  endeavour  to  get  some  News  of  the  French,  of  their 
Fnccs,  and  of  their  movements,  &c — 

At  Night  all  these  Parties  returned,  without  having  dis- 
toreitd  any  Thing,  though  they  had  been  a  great  way 
lotnrds  the  Place  from  whence  it  was  said  the  Party  was 
coming. 

The  z6th.  Arrived  William  Jenkins.  He  had  come  ex. 
press  from  Colonel  Fry  with  a  Letter  from  Colonel  Fair/ax, 
»iiich  informed  me.  that  the  Governor  himself,  as  aUo 
Colonels  Corbtn  and  Lud^vell,  were  arrived  at  IVinchrsler, 
and  were  desirous  to  see  the  Half-King  there,  whereupon  t 
Kst  him  a  message. 


TO  GOVERNOR 


DINWmiHE. 

GUUT  MKADOvrt,  37  M«y.  17S4> 


CHosBLE.  Sir, 
The    zglh    ultimo,   by  an    express    from    Colonel 
Fi^',  I  received  ye  news  of  your  Honour's  arrival  at 
Winchester,  and  advice  of  seeing  the  Half-King  and 
other  chiefs  of  the  6    Nations.      I    have   by  sundry 
speeches  and  messages  invited  him,  Monacatoocha, 
&c,  to  meet  me,  and  have  reason  to  expect  he  is  on 
his  road,  as  he  only  purposed  to  settle  his  people  to 
planting,  at  a  place  up  Yaughyaughgany  chosen  for 
the    purpose.      But    fearing   something    might    have 
retarded  his  march,   I  immediately,  upon  the  arrival 
of  the  express,  despatched  a  messenger  with  a  speech. 
He  is  not  return[ed]  yet.     About  four  days  ago  ! 
received  a  message  from  ye  Half-King  of  which  the 

following  is  a  copy  exactly  taken ' : — 

•  ««•«» 

This  account  was  received  in  the  evening  by  an- 
other man.    The    French  were  at   the  Crossing  of 

'  Tliia  letUi »  printed  an  pages  69,  70. 
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Youghiogany  about  eighteen  miles  distant.  I  here- 
upon hurried  to  this  place  as  a  convenient  spot.  We 
have,  with  nature's  assistance,  made  a  good  entrench- 
ment, and,  by  clearing  yc  bushes  out  of  these  Mead- 
ows, prepared  a  charming  field  for  an  encounter.  I  de- 
tached, immediately  upon  my  arrival  here,  small  light 
partys  of  horse  (wagon  horses)  to  reconnoitre  the 
enemy,  and  discover  their  strength  and  motion,  who 
returned  yesterday  without  seeing  any  thing  of  them  '' 
nevertheless,  we  were  alarmed  at  night,  and  remained 
under  arms  from  two  o'clock  till  near  sunrise.  We 
conceive  it  was  our  own  men.  as  six  of  them  deserted, 
but  can't  be  certain  whether  it  was  they  or  other  ene- 
mies. Be  it  as  it  will,  they  were  fired  at  by  the  sen- 
tries, but  1  believe  without  damage.  This  morning 
Mr.  Gist  arrived  from  his  place,  where  a  detachment 
of  fifty  men  were  seen  yesterday  at  noon,  commanded 
by  M.  La  Force,  He  afterwards  saw  these  march 
within  five  miles  of  our  camp.  I  immediately  de- 
tached seventy-five  men  in  pursuit  of  them,  who,  I 
hope,  will  overtake  them  before  they  get  to  Red- 
stone Creek,  where  their  canoes  lie.  Mr.  Gist  being 
an  eye-witness  of  our  proceedings  hereupon,  and 
waiting  for  this  without  my  knowing  till  just  now 
that  he  intended  to  wait  upon  your  Honour,  obliges 
me  to  refer  to  him  for  particulars.  As  1  expect  my 
messenger  to-night  from  the  Half-King,  I  shall  write 
more  fully  to-morrow  by  the  express  that  came  from 
Colonel  Fry. 

But  before  I  conclude,  I  must  take  the  liberty  of 
mentioning  to  your  Honor  the  great  necessity  there 
is  for  having  goods  out  here  to  give  for  services  to 
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the  Indians  ;  they  are  expected,  and  refuse  to  scout  or 
do  any  thing  without,  saying  these  services  are  paid 
well  by  the  French.  I  really  think  were  5  or  600 
pounds  worth  of  proper  goods  sent,  it  would  tend 
more  to  our  interest  than  so  many  thousands  given  in 
a  lump  at  a  treaty.  I  have  been  obliged  to  pay  spirits 
for  what  they  have  already  done,  which  I  cannot  con- 
tinue to  do. 

The  numbers  of  the  French  have  been  greatly  mag- 
nified, as  your  Honour  may  see  by  a  copy  of  the  en- 
dosed  journal,  who  I  sent  out  to  gain  intelligence.  I 
have  received  letters  from  the  Governors  of  Pennsyl- 
vania and  Maryland,  copies  of  which  I  also  send. 

P.  S.  I  hope  your  Honor  will  excuse  the  haste 
with  which  I  was  obliged  to  use  in  writing  this. 

The  27th,  Mr.  Gist  arrived  early  in  the  Morning,  who 
told  Q5,  that  Mr.  la  Force  with  Fifty  Men.  whose  Tracks  he 
bad  seen  five  Mites  off,  had  been  at  his  Plantation  the  Day 
before,  towards  Noon  ;  aiid  would  have  killed  a  Cow,  and 
broken  every  Thing  in  the  House,  if  two  Indiam  whom  he 
luid  left  in  the  House,  had  not  pcrswadcd  them  from  their 
Design;  I  immmedtately  detached  Sixty-five  Men,  under 
Gimmand  of  Captain  Hog.  Lieutenant  Merar,  Ensign 
Peyronie,  three  Sergeants,  and  three  Corporals,  with  Instruc- 
tions. 

Tlie  French  enquired  at  Mr.  Gist's  what  was  become  of 
tlie  Half -King?  1  did  not  fail  to  let  the  young  Indians  ■v\\o 
Were  in  our  Camp  know,  that  the  French  wanted  to  kill  the 
Half-King:  and  that  had  its  desired  effect.'  Upon  the 
■pot  they  offered  to  accompany  our  People,  against  the 
French,  and  had  they  found  it  true  that  be  had  been  killed. 
Or  even  insulted  by  them,  one  of  them  would  have  promptly 

'  "  tl  p*ia[l  que  rinpoilurc  ik  codte  lien  1  M.  WuhJnijion,  Id  il  t'en  (ait 
teaaeu." — Froedi  «ili(ar  o(  ihc  Pritit. 
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carried  the  News  to  the  Mmgo  Town,  and  incited  their 
Warriors  to  (all  upon  them.  One  of  these  young  Men  was 
sent  towards  Mr,  Gist's;  and  should  he  not  Rnd  the  Half- 
King  there,  he  was  to  send  a  Message  by  a  Drla^varc. 

About  eight  at  Night,  received  an  Express  from  the 
half-King,  which  informed  mc,  that  as  he  was  coming  to 
join  us,  he  had  seen  along  the  Road,  the  Tracks  of  two 
Men,  which  he  had  followed,  till  he  was  brought  to  a  low 
obscure  Place,  where  he  thought  the  whole  Party  of  Frtmk 
was  hidden  :  That  very  Moment  1  sent  out  P'orty  Men.  and 
ordered  my  Ammunition  to  be  concealed,  fearing  a  Strata- 
gem of  the  French  to  attack  our  Camp.  I  left  a  guard  to 
defend  it  and  with  the  rest  of  my  Men,  set  out  in  a  heavy 
rain,  and  in  a  Night  as  dark  as  Pitch  ' ;  along  a  Path  scarce 
broad  enough  for  one  Man  ;  we  were  sometime  fifteen  or 
twenty  Minutes  out  of  the  Path,  before  we  could  come  to  it 
again,  and  so  dark  that  we  would  often  strike  one  against 
another:  Aii  Night  long  we  continued  our  march,  and  the 
28th,  about  Sun-rise,  we  arrived  at  the  fni/ian  Camp,  where, 
after  holding  a  Council  with  the  Half-King,  it  A-as  concluded 
to  attack  them  together;  so  we  sent  out  two  Men  to  dis> 
cover  where  they  were,  and  in  what  position,  and  what  Sort 
of  Ground  was  thereabout ;  after  which,  wc  formed  our- 
selves for  surrounding  them  and  took  up  our  march  one 
after  the  other,  in  the  Indian  Manner;  We  were  advanced 
pretty  near  to  them,  as  we  thought,  when  they  discovered 
us;  whereupon  I  ordered  my  Company  to  fire,  mine  was 
supported  by  that  of  Mr,  Waggcncr,  and  my  Company  and 
his.  received  the  whole  Fire  of  the  French,  during  the 
greatest  Part  of  the  Action,  which  only  lasted  a  Quarter  of 
an  Hour,  before  the  enemy  was  routed.* 

'  The  French  word  is  samlrvn. 

*  "  '  Such  wai  till;  com  pi  ii^  I  ion  of  polilioal  inlccols,'  iiys  Volt&iic.  '  itiM  ■ 
cannon-ihot  Arcd  in  Amcriu  could  give  the  signal  that  »t  EuTop«  in  a  blue.' 
Nol  quile.  It  wu  not  i  cnnnon-shol.  but  n  volley  {roni  the  hunting- pi ecct  n(  ■ 
f*w  liai:kwooilbnien^  commanded  by  *  Virginian  yotiih^  Gcoige  Wjiahin^jton."^ 
Pukman,   Welft  and Ment<aim,\.,i. 
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We  killeiJ  Mr.  de  JumcnvUlc,  tho  Commander  o(  that 
PiTty,  with  nine  others;  we  wounded  one,  and  made 
Twenty-one  Prisoners,  among  whom  were  M,  ta  Force,  M. 
DtmlloH.  and  two  Cadets.  The  Indians  scalped  the  Dead, 
wd  took  most  of  their  Arms,  after  which  wc  marched  with 
the  Prisoners  and  the  Guaid,  to  the  Indian  Camp,  where 
igatn  I  held  a  Council  with  the  Half-King ;  and  there  in- 
fonned  him.  that  the  Governor  was  desirous  to  see  him, 
and  was  waiting  for  him  at  Wincfuiter.  Me  answered  that, 
he  could  not  go  just  then,  as  his  People  were  in  too 
inuninenC  a  Danger  from  the  French,  whom  they  had  just 
attacked :  that  he  must  send  Messengers  to  all  the  allied 
Nttions,  inviting  them  to  take  up  the  Hatchet.  He  sent  a 
youi^  Dehnvare  Indian  to  the  Delawart  Nation,  and  gave 
fain  also  a  Frentk  Scalp  to  carry  to  them.  This  Man 
wished  to  have  a  Fart  of  the  Presents  which  were  allotted 
(or  them,  and  that  the  remaining  Part  might  be  kept  for 
mother  Opportunity.  He  proposed  to  go  to  his  own 
Fimily,  and  to  several  others,  and  conduct  them  to  Mr. 
Girts,  where  he  desired  Men  and  Horses  should  be  sent  to 
udtlicm  to  reach  our  Camp.  After  this  I  marched  on  with 
the  Prisoners.  They  had  infcrmed  ttu  t/iat  they  had  been  sent 
tnii  a  Summotu  Iq  order  me  to  depart — a  plausible  Pretence 
to  discover  our  Camp,  and  to  obtain  a  Knowledge  of  our 
P«ces  and  our  Situation  !  It  was  so  clear  that  they  were 
tUKto  reconnoitre,  that  I  admired  at  their  Assurance,  in 
Uln^  me  that  they  were  come  as  an  Embassy  ;  for  their 
Imtnictions  mentioned  that  they  should  get  what  Knowl- 
edge they  could  of  the  Roads,  Rivers,  and  of  all  the 
Counti}-  as  far  as  Potmemack.  And  instead  of  coming  as  an 
Embassador,  publicly,  and  in  an  open  Manner,  they  came 
■W  secretly,  and  sought  after  the  most  hidden  Retreats, 
■ore  (it  for  Deserters  than  an  Embassador;  in  such  retreats 
tfacy  encamped,  and  remained  hid  for  whole  Days  together, 
^gno  more  than  five  Miles  from  us.  From  thence  they 
*nH  spies  to  reconnoitre  our  Camp;  the  whole  Force  re- 
(need  their  steps  two  Miles ;  they  sent  the  two  Messengers 
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spoken  of  in  the  Instruction,  to  acquaint  M.  tie  Cantrticeur 
of  the  Place  we  were  in,  and  of  our  Disposition,  that  he 
might  send  his  Detachments  to  inforcc  the  Summons  as 
soon  as  it  should  be  given. 

Besides,  it  was  u  suite  worthy  of  a  Prince  that  this  Am-' 
biissador  had;  whereas  he  was  merely  a  petty  Frentk 
Of^cer ;  an  Embassador  ha.<i  no  Need  of  Spte»,  his  Character 
being  always  sacred:  And  since  their  Intention  was  so 
good,  why  did  they  tarry  two  Days,  five  Miles  from  us, 
without  acquainting  me  with  the  Summons,  or  at  least,  with 
something  that  related  to  the  Embassy?  That  alone  would 
be  sufficient  to  raise  the  strongest  Suspicions,  and  we  ought 
to  do  them  the  J  ustice  to  say,  that  wishing  to  hide  themselves, 
they  could  not  pick  out  better  Places  than  they  had  done. 

The  Summons  is  so  insolent,  and  savors  so  much  of  Gas- 
connadc,  that  had  it  been  brought  openly  by  two  Men,  it  was 
too  great  an  Indulgence  to  have  suffered  them  to  return. 

It  was  the  Opinion  of  the  Half-King  in  this  Cise  that 
their  Intentions  were  evil,  and  that  it  was  a  pure  Pretence ; 
that  they  never  intended  to  come  to  us  but  as  Enemies; 
and  if  we  had  been  so  Foolish  as  to  let  them  go,  they  would 
never  help  us  more  to  take  other  P'renchmen. 

They  pretend  they  called  to  us  as  soon  as  they  had  dis- 
covered us ;  it  is  absolutely  False,  for  1  was  then  marching 
at  the  Head  of  the  Company,  and  can  positively  affirm, 
that,  as  soon  as  they  saw  us,  they  ran  to  their  Arms,  with- 
out calling;  as  f  must  have  heard  them  had  they  so  done. 

TO   GOVERNOR  DINWIDDIE. 
Fiom  our  Camp  al  the  Groat  Meadow*.  39  May.  I7M- 

HoNBLE.  Sir, 

In  answering  your  Honor's  letter  of  ye  35th  by  Mr. 
Burney,'  1  shall  begin  with  assuring  you,  that  nothing 

'  Thonu  Burney  wu  a  biacktmiih  by  Irade,  and  had  lived  soniie  yean 
«mong  the  Twighlwces.  Dinwiddle,  in  November,  1754.  spalu  o(  having 
engaged  him  "  to  work  al  his  Irade  and  be  ready  lu  go  luessages,"  but  conld 
not  "say  much  to  hit  character." 
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was  farther  from  my  intention  than  to  recede,  tho  I 
iben  pressed,  and  still  desire,  that  my  services  may  be 
wlontar)',  rather  than  on  the  present  pay.  I  am  much 
concerned,  that  your  Honour  should  seem  to  charge 
me  with  ingratitude  for  your  generous,  and  my  un- 
deserved favours;  for  I  assure  you,  Hon'ble  Sir, 
nothing  is  a  greater  stranger  to  my  breast,  or  a  sin 
that  my  soul  more  abhors,  than  that  black  and  de- 
testable one,  ingratitude,  1  retain  a  true  sense  of 
your  kindnesses,  and  want  nothing  but  opportunity 
to  give  testimony  of  my  willingness  to  oblige,  as  far 
£  my  life  or  fortune  will  extend. 

I  could  not  object  to  the  pay  before  I  knew  it     I 
dare  say  your  Honour  remembers,  the  first  estimation 
allowed  a  lieutenant-colonel,  15  shillings,  and  a  major 
ns.  td.,  which  1  then  complained  ver)'  much  of,  till 
your    Honour  assured  me  that  we  wen:  to   be   fur- 
nished with   proper  necessary,  and  offered  that  as 
a  reason  why  the  pay  was  less  than  British.'     After 
this,  when  you  were  so  kind  [asj  to  prefer  me  to  the 
command  I  now  have,  and  at  the  same  time  acquainted 
me,  that  I  was  to  have  but  12s.  6t/.,  this,  with  some 
other  reasons,  induced  me  to  acquaint  Colonel  Fair- 
fax with  my  intention  of  resigning,  which  he  must 
well  remember,  as  it  happened  at  Bellhaven  ';  and  [it] 
was  there  that  he  dissuaded  me  from  it,  and  promised 

'Tb«  mililU  bw  a(  174S  alluitfil  affi<«n  and  told  it  ci  certain  par  in  tobacco, 
«  colooel  reedring  jo,  •  Major  40.  uid  a  privnie  1  j  po<andi  of  lobacco  >  Aty. 
Tbw  prerod  mcIi  an  awkward  sytiea  ihiu  when  the  iroublei  with  ihe  French 
bcgui,  payUnvoaejmMJIciwcd.  IS  (ollowt:  Colonel,  IJi./  Lieu  tenant -Colonel, 
U>..  W.,-  Uijor,  loj.,-  Captain,  8^.,*  LieutenanU,  4/.,'  Euigna.  3/.,-  Surgeons, 
4/.V  PrirUc,  id.  and  a  pduole  on  cnlisllnc. 

*No«  Alcxaadria. 
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to  represent  the  trifling  pay  to  your  Honour,  wlioj 
would  endeavour  (as  I  at  the  same  time  told  him  tha 
the  Speaker  thought  the  officers'  pay  too  small)  to 
have  it  enlarged. 

As  to  the  numbers  that  applied  for  commissions, 
and  to  whom  we  were  preferred,  I  believe,  had  those 
gentlemen  been  as  knowing  of  this  country,  and 
as  sensible  of  the  difficulties  that  would  attend  a  cam- 
paign here  as  I  then  was,  I  conceive  your  Honour 
would  not  have  been  so  troublesomely  solicited  as  you 
were.  Yet  I  do  not  offer  this  as  a  reason  for  quitting 
the  service.  For  my  own  part  1  can  answer,  I  have 
a  constitution  hardy  enough  to  encounter  and  under- 
go the  most  severe  trials,  and,  1  flatter  myself,  rcso- 
Uition  to  face  what  any  man  durst,  as  shall  be  proved 
when  it  conies  to  the  test,  which  I  believe  we  are  on 
the  borders  of. 

There  is  nothing,  Sir  (I  believe),  more  certain  than 
that  the  officers  on  the  Canada  expedition  had  British 
pay  allowed,  whilst  they  were  in  the  service.'  Lieu- 
tenant Waggener,  Captain  Trent,  and  several  others, 
whom  I  have  conversed  with  on  the  head,  and  who 
were  engaged  in  it,  affirm  it  for  truth.  Therefore, 
Honble.   Sir,  as  this  can't  be  allowed,  suffer  me  to 


'  This  Canada  expeditioD  wu  the  one  projected  by  Governor  Shitlcf,  uid 
approved  by  the  BtUibh  govemmeiit.  in  1746,  during  ihe  previous  Kar  between 
En^l.ind  and  France.  The  memorable  capture  of  Louisburg  the  ycu  preceding, 
effected  imtLnly  liy  colonial  troops  from  Ma^acliusetls.  hid  raised  to  a  high 
pitch  the  mariinl  spirit  of  Ihe  people ;  and  Urge  numbeis  were  easily  enliiicd 
(or  this  new  cxpediliom  jn  the  ncirlhern  ind  middle  pmviitces.  They  were  Jit- 
banded  the  netl  year,  without  having  accomplished  any  thing,  but  were  nil  paid 
Bt  ihe  tame  rale  u  Ihe  tioops  on  ihc  Kind's  establishnicnt, — Belknap'i  Hiilerf 
9/  N4111  Hampikin,  vol.  ii..  p,  335, 
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sme  as  a  volunteer,  which.  I  assure  you,  will  be  the 
oat  reward  to  British  pay  ;  for,  as  my  sen'ices,  so  far 
as  t  have   knowledge,  will  e<iua!   those  of  the  best 
officer,  I  make  it  a  point  of  honor  [not]  to  serxx  for 
less,  and  accept  a  medium.     Nevertheless,   1   have 
communicated    your    Honor's   sentiments   to   them, 
and,  as  far  as  I  could  put  on  the  hypocrite,  set  forth 
the  advantages  that  may  accrue,  and  advised  them  to 
accept  the  terms,  as  a  refusal  might  reflect  dishonor 
on  their  character,  leaving  it  to  the  world  to  assign 
what  reasons  they  please  for  their  quitting  the  service. 
I  am  very  sensible  of  the  pernicious  consequences 
that  will  attend  their  resigning,  as  they  have  by  this 
gained  some  experience  of  the  military  art,  have  a 
tolerable  knowledge  of  the  country,  being  sent,  most 
of  them,  out  at  different  times  with  parties,  and  are 
now  accustomed   to  the  hardships    and    fatigues  of 
Hviog  as  we  do.  which,  I  believe,  were  it  tndy  stated, 
would  prevent  your  Honour  from  many  troublesome 
solicitations  from  others  for  commissions.     This  last 
motive  has  and  will  induce  me  to  do  what  I  can  to 
reconcile  matters,  tho  I  really  believe  there  are  some, 
that  will  not  remain  long  without  an  alteration.  They 
have   promised   to  consider   of   it,   and    give  your 
Honour  an  answer.    I  was  not  ignorant  of  the  allow- 
ance which  Colonel  Frj-'  has  for  his  table  ;  but  being 
a  dependent  there  myself,  deprived  me  of  the  pleas- 


'  Cotoad  Ttf  dM  mi  Witl't  Cn«k  two  dofs  aflec  thii  l«ltcr  wm  vriitcn,  «nd 
tltc  tammMoA  ol  Uw  eipcditioa  dcrolred  of  cauise  aw  Wi;iliini;ion,  at  second 
M  raak.  KdnfMCeaiciiu  were  formrikJ,  to  llial  \\\r  whole  nambcc  of  troopt 
oda  hn  iawicdiait  command  unonnwd  to  Mmewhac  moK  ihftn  three  hundred. 
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ure  of  inviting  an  officer,  or  friend,  which  to  me  would 
be  more  agreeable,  than  the  nick-nacks  I  shall  meet 
with  there. 

And  here  I  cannot  forbear  answering  one  thing 
more  in  your  Honour's  letter  on  this  head,  which, 
(too,)  is  more  fully  expressed  in  a  paragraph  of  Col- 
onel Fairfax's  to  me,  as  follows  ; — "  If,  on  the  British  i 
establishment,  officers  are  allowed  more  pay,  the  rcgi"^! 
mentals  they  are  obliged  annually  to  furnish,  their 
necessary  table  and  other  incidents  being  considered, 
little  or  no  savings  will  be  their  portion." 

I  believe  it  is  well  known  we  have  been  at  the  ex- 
pense of  regimentals,  and  it  is  still  better  known,  that 
regimentals,  and  every  other  necessar)-,  that  we  were 
under  an  indispensable  necessity  of  purchasing  for 
this  expedition,  were  not  to  be  bought  for  less  Vir- 
ginia currency,  than  British  officers  could  get  for 
sterling  money ;  which  they  ought  to  have  been,  to 
put  upon  a  parity  in  this  respect.  Then  Colonel 
Fairfax  observes  that  their  table  and  other  inci- 
dent charges  prevent  them  from  saving  much.  If 
they  don't  save  much  they  have  the  enjoyment  of 
their  pay,  which  we  neither  have  in  one  sense  nor  the 
other.  We  are  debarred  the  pleasure  of  good  living  ; 
which.  Sir,  (I  dare  say  with  me  you  will  concur,)  to 
one  who  has  always  been  used  to  it,  must  go  some- 
what hard  to  be  confined  to  a  little  salt  provision  and 
water,  and  do  duty,  hard,  laborious  duty,  that  is  al- 
most inconsistent  with  that  of  a  soldier,  and  yet  the 
same  reductions  as  if  we  were  allowed  luxuriously.- 
My  pay.  according  to  the  Hritish  establishment  and 
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common  exchange,  is  near  22i  per  day ;  in  the  room  of 
that  ye  Committee  (for  I  can't  in  ye  least  imagine 
your  Honour  had  any  hand  in  it)  has  provided  \%s 
hd,  so  long  as  ye  service  requires  me,  whereas  one 
half  of  ye  other  is  ascertained  to  British  officers 
,  forever.  Now  if  we  should  be  fortunate  enough  to 
drive  the  French  from  Ohio,  as  far  as  your  Honour 
would  please  to  have  them  sent  to,  in  any  short  time, 
our  pay  will  not  be  sufficient  to  discharge  our  first 
expenses. 

I  would  not  have  your  Honour  imagine  from  this, 
that  I  have  said  all  these  things  to  have  the  pay  in- 
creased, but  to  justify  myself,  and  shew  your  Honour 
that  our  complaints  are  not  frivolous,  but  are  founded 
upon  strict  reason.  For  my  own  part,  it  is  a  matter 
almost  indifferent  whether  I  serve  for  full  pay,  or  as 
a  generous  volunteer.  Indeed,  did  my  circumstances 
correspond  with  my  inclination,  1  should  not  hesitate 
a  moment  to  prefer  the  latter  ;  for  the  motives  that 
lead  me  here  were  pure  and  noble ;  I  had  no  view  of 
acquisition,  but  that  of  honour,  by  serving  faithfully 
my  king  and  country. 

As  your  Honour  has  recommended  Mr.  Willis,  you 
may  depend  I  shall  with  pleasure  do  all  that  I  can  for 
him.  But  above  all,  Sir,  you  may  depend,  I  shall 
take  all  possible  means  of  procuring  intelligence,  and 
guarding  against  surprises  ;  and  be  assured  nothing 
but  very  unequal  numbers  shall  engage  me  to  submit 
or  retreat  Now,  Sir,  as  I  have  answered  your 
Honour's  letter,  I  shall  beg  leave  to  acquaint  you 
with  what  has  happened  since  I  wrote  by  Mr.  Gist 
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I  then  acquainted  you,  that  I  had  detached  a  party  of 
seventy-five  men  to  meet  fifty  of  the  French,  who,  we 
had  intelligence,  were  upon  their  march  towards  us, 
to  reconnoitre,  and  that  about  nine  o'clock  the  same 
night,  I  received  an  express  from  the  Half-King,  who 
was  encamped  with  several  of  his  people,  about  six 
miles  oflf,  that  he  had  seen  the  tracks  of  two  French- 
men crossing  the  road,  and  believed  the  whole  body 
were  lying  not  far  off,  as  he  had  an  account  of  that 
number  passing  Mr.  Gist's. 

I  set  out  with  forty  men  before  ten,  and  [it]  was 
from  that  time  till  near  sunrise  before  we  reached  the 
Indians'  camp,  having  marched  in  [a]  small  path, 
through  a  heavy  rain,  and  night  as  dark  as  it  is  possl- . 
ble  to  conceive.  We  were  frequently  tumbling  one 
over  another,  and  often  so  lost,  that  fifteen  or  twenty 
minutes'  search  would  not  find  the  path  again. 

When  we  came  to  the  Half-King,  I  counselled 
with  him,  and  got  his  assent  to  go  hand-in-hand  and 
strike  the  French.'  Accordingly,  himself,  Monaca- 
toocha,  and  a  few  other  Indians  set  out  with  us;  and 
when  we  came  to  the  place  where  the  tracks  were, 
the  Half-King  sent  two  Indians  to  follow  their  tracks, 
and  discover  their  lodgement,  which  they  did  about 
half  a  mile  from  the  road,  in  a  very  obscure  place 
surrounded  with  rocks.  I  thereupon,  in  conjunction 
with  the  Half-King  and  Monacatoocha,  formed  a  dis- 
position to  attack  them  on  all  sides,  which  we  accord- 
ingly did,  and,  after  an  engagement  of  about  fifteen 
minutes,  we  killed  ten,  wounded  one,  and  took 
twenty-one   prisoners.     Amongst   those    that    were 
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killed  was  Monsieur  Jumonville,  the  commander; 
principal  officers  taken  is  Monsieur  Drouillon  and 
Mons'r  La  Force,  who  your  Honour  has  often  heard 
me  speak  of  as  a  bold  enterprising  man,  and  a  person 
of  great  subtlety  and  cunning.  With  these  are  two 
cadets.'  These  officers  pretend  they  were  coming 
on  an  embassy  ;  but  the  absurdity  of  this  pretext  is 
too  glaring,  as  your  Honour  will  see  by  the  Instruc- 
tions and  Summons  enclosed.  These  instructions 
were  to  reconnoitre  the  country,  roads,  creeks,  &c,, 
to  Potomack,  which  they  were  about  to  do.  These 
enterprising  men  were  purposely  choose  out  to  get 
intelligence,  which  they  were  to  send  back  by  some 
brisk  despatches,  with  mention  of  the  day  that  they 
were  to  serve  the  summons ;  which  could  be  through 
no  other  view,  than  to  get  a  sufficient  reinforcement 
to  fall  upon  us  immediately  after.  This,  with  several 
otlier  reasons,  induced  all  the  officers  to  believe 
firmly,  that  they  were  sent  as  spies,  rather  than  any 
thing  else,  and  has  occasioned  my  sending  them  as 
prisoners,  tho  they  expected,  or  at  least  had  some 
faint  hope,  of  being  continued  as  ambassadors. 
They,  finding  where  we  were  encamped,  instead  of 
coming  up  in  a  publick  manner,  sought  out  one  of 
the  most  secret  retirements,  fitter  for  a  deserter  than 
an  ambassador  to  encamp  in.  stayed  there  two  or  3 
days,  sent  spies  to  reconnoitre  our  camp,  as  we  are 
told,  tho  they  deny  it.     Their  whole  body  moved 


'  The  two  cadcti  were  J«ui  Bapliile  Beifcr  uid  Joachim  Parent.    An  kc- 
coanl   of  their  tictlinent   while  priioiicri  \%  cnntAlnod  In   Ptn»,   Artkivn, 
I  Miio,  1^..  %3fi,  331.     Sec  alio  DinmJdii  Fajicrt,  it,  sa?. 
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back  near  2  miles,  sent  off  two  runners  to  acquaint 
Contrecctur  with  our  strength,  and  where  we  were 
encamped,  &c.     Now  36  men  would   almost  have 
been  a  retinue  for  a  princely  ambassador,  instead  of      , 
a  petit.     Why  did  they,  if  their  designs  were  open#fl 
stay  so  long  within  5  miles  of  us,  without  delivering" 
his  ambassy,  or  acquainting  me  with  it  ?     His  waiting 
could  be  with  no  other  design,  than  to  get  [a]  de- 
tachment to  enforce  the  summons,  as  soon  as  it  waS' 
given.     They  had  no  occasion  to  send  out  spies,  fo: 
the  name  of  ambassador  is  sacred  among  all  nations; 
but  it  was  by  the  track  of  these  spies,  that  they  were 
discovered,  and  we  got  intelligence  of  them.     They 
would  not  have  retired  two  miles  back  without  deliv 
ering    the   summons,   and   sought  a   skulking-place 
(which,  to  do  them  justice,  was  done  with  great  judg- 
ment), but   for  some  special    reason.      Besides,   the 
summons  is  so  insolent,  and  savors  so  much  of  gas-      g 
coigny,  that  if  two  men  only  had  come  openly  to  de-^B 
liver  it,  it  was  too  great  indulgence  to  have  sent  them" 
back. 

The  sense  of  the  Half-King  on  this  subject  is,  that 
they  have  bad  hearts,  and  that  this  is  a  mere  pretence 
they  never  designed  to  have  come  to  us  but  in  a  h 
tile  manner,  and  if  we  were  so  foolish  as  let  them 
go  again,  he  never  would  assist  us  in  taking  another 
of  them.  Besides,  loosing  La  Force,  I  really  think, 
would  lead  more  to  our  disservice,  than  50  other  men, 
as  he  is  a  person  whose  active  spirit  leads  him  into 
all  parleys,  and  brought  him  acquainted  with  all  parts, 
add  to  this  a  perfect  use  of  the  Indian  tongue,  and  ye 


fiat     I 
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influence  with  the  Indians.  He  ingeniously  enough 
confessed,  that,  as  soon  as  he  saw  the  commission 
and  instructions,  that  he  believed,'  and  then  said  he 
expected  some  such  tendency,  tho  he  pretends  to  say 
he  does  not  believe  the  commander  had  any  other 
but  a  good  design.  In  this  engagement  we  had  only 
one  man  killed  and  two  or  three  wounded,  among 
which  was  Lieutenant  Waggener  slightly, — a  most 
miraculous  escape,  as  our  right  wing  was  much  ex- 
posed to  their  fire  and  received  it  all.'  The  Half-King 
received  your  Honour's  speech  very  kind,  but  desired 
me  to  inform  you,  that  he  could  not  leave  his  people 
at  this  time,  thinking  them  in  great  danger.  He  is 
now  gone  to  the  Crossing  for  their  families,  to  bring 
to  our  camp  ;  and  desired  I  would  send  some  men 
and  horses  to  assist  them  up,  which  I  have  accord- 
ingly done ;  sent  30  men  and  upwards  of  twenty  horses. 
He  says,  if  your  Honour  has  any  thing  to  say,  you 
may  communicate  by  mc.  &c.,  and  that,  if  you  have  a 
present  for  them,  it  may  be  kept  to  another  occasion, 
after  sending  up  some  things  for  their  immediate  use. 
He  has  declared  to  [me  he  wouldj  send  these  French- 
men's scalps,  with  a  hatchet,  to  all  the  nations  of  In- 
dians in  union  with  them,  and  did  that  very  day  give 
a  hatchet,  and  a  large  belt  of  wampum,  to  a  Delaware 


'Tb>t  li,  !■•  tnlieved  ibcre  wu  vamv  hcatile  inUDtion.  La  Force  appnn 
aot  I«  lu*«  iMii  (bo  iutnictioniL,  wMch  wcr«  in  potaeuion  oi  M.  Jumonville. 
WhvUiet  h«  Itncw  Ihcli  impofl  belort  \\\%  uipiure  \%  doubtful.  Tlio  original 
Snnaioat  aail  I  ml  met  Ion*  an  |>TinItH  among  the  P\itt$  ymti/Ualivti  aiEicd 
te  llie  MimMri  of  the  Ftencli  government.— ^r J*. 

'WMUngioa  *xiA  hU  soMien  were  ou  ih«  right,  and  th*  ladiaiu  oa  th*  tcfi. 
—Sf»ks. 
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man  to  cany  to  Shingiss.     He  promised  me  to  send 
down  the  river  for  all  the  Mingoes  and  Shawanese, 
to  our  camp,  where   I    expect  him    to-morrow  with 
thirty  or  forty  men,  with  their  wives  and  children. 
To  confirm  what  he  has  said  here,  he  has  sent  your  j 
Honor  a  string  of  wampum. 

As  these  runners  went  off  to  the  fort  on  Sunday' 
last,'  1  shall  expect  everj'  hour  to  be  attacked,  and 
by  unequal  numbers,  which  I  must  withstand  if  there 
are  five  to  one;  or  else  I  fear  the  consequence  will 
be,  that  we  shall  lose  the  Indians,  if  we  suffer  our- 
selves to  be  drove  back.  I  despatched  an  express 
immediately  to  Colonel  Fry  with  this  intelligence, 
desiring  him  to  send  reinforcements  with  alt  imagin-j 
able  despatch." 

Your  Honor  may  depend  I  will  not  be  surprised, 
let  them  come  at  what  hour  they  will ;  and  this  is  as 
much  as  I  can  promise.  But  my  best  endeavours  | 
shall  not  be  wanting  to  deserve  more.  I  doubt  not, 
but  if  you  hear  I  am  beaten,  but  you  will,  at  the  same 
[time,]  hear  that  we  have  done  our  duty,  in  fighting 
as  long  [as]  there  was  a  possibility  of  hope. 

I  have  sent  Lieutenant  West,  accompanied  with  ■ 
Mr.  Splitdorph  and  a  guard  of  20  men,  to  conduct  the 
prisoners  in,  and  I  believe  the  officers  have  acquainted 
him  what  answer  to  return  your  Honour.     Monsieur 
La  Force  and  Monsieur  Drouillon  beg  to  be  recom- 


'  The  two  French  ninners  mcnlioned  xboTc,  who  had  been  sent  to  Port  \ 
quesne  by  Jumonville  before  the  attack. 

'  Hii  letter  lo  Col.  Fry  n  printed  in  Sparks,  Writings  «/  WaikingUm,  ii., 
p.  36. 
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mended  to  your  Honour's  notice,  and  I  have  prom- 
ised they  will  meet  with  all  the  favour  due  to  im- 
prisoned officers.  I  have  show'd  all  the  respect  I 
could  to  them  here,  and  have  given  some  necessary 
doathing,  by  which  I  have  disfumished  myself;  for, 
having  brought  no  more  than  two  or  three  shirts 
from  Will's  Creek,  that  we  might  be  hght,  I  was  ill 
provided  to  furnish  them.     I  am,  &c 

P.  S.  I  have  neither  seen  nor  heard  any  particu- 
lar account  of  the  Twigtwees  since  I  came  on  these 
waters.  We  have  already  begun  a  palisadoed  fort, 
and  hope  to  have  it  up  to-morrow,  I  must  beg 
I  leave  to  acquaint  your  Honour,  that  Captain  Van- 
I  braam  and  Ensign  Peyrouny  has  behaved  extremely 
I  well  since  they  came  out,  and  I  hope  will  meet  with 
1     your  Honour's  favor. 


TO  GOVERNOR  DINWIDDIE. 


Sir, 


WilliouidatP.' 


Since  writing  my  last  I  have  still  stronger  presump- 
tion, indeed  almost  confirmation,  that  they  were  sent 
as  spies,  and  were  ordered  to  wait  near  us,  till  they 
were  truly  informed  of  our  intentions,  situation,  and 
strength,  and  were  to  have  ac<|uainted  their  com- 
mander therewith,  and  to  have  Iain  lurking  here  for 
reinforcements  before  they  served  the  summons,  if 
served  at  all. 

I  doubt  not  but  they  will  endeavour  to  amuse  you 
with  many  smooth  stories,  as  they  did  me ;  but  they 

'  Thn  kttor  nt  pTolMbly  mittea  on  Uie  iqiIl. 
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were  confuted  in  them  all,  and,  by  circumstances  too 
plain  to  be  denied,  almost  made  ashamed  of  their  as-j 
sertions.     I  dare  say  you  will  treat  them  with  respect, 
which  is  due  to  all  unfortunate  persons  in  their  con- 
dition.    But  I  hope  you  will  give  no  ear  to  what  theyj 
will  have  an  opportunity  for  displaying  to  the  best,! 
advantage,  having  none  present  to  contradict  theirj 
reports. 

I    have   heard,  since  they  went  away,  that  they 
should  say  they  called  to  us  not  to  fire ;  but  that  I 
know  to  be  false,  for  I  was  the  first  man  that  ap-j 
proached  them,  and  the  first  whom  they  saw.  and 
immediately  upon  it  they  ran  to  their  arms,  and  fired^ 
briskly  till  they  were  defeated.' 

We  have  heard  of  another  being  killed  by  the  In- 
dians, that  made  his  escape  from  us ;  so  that  we  are 
certain  of  thirty-three  killed  and  taken."  I  thought 
it  expedient  to  acquaint  your  Honor  with  the  above, 
as  I  fancy  they  will  have  the  assurance  of  asking  the 
privileges  due  to  an  embassy,  when  in  strict  justice 
they  ought  to  be  hanged  as  spies  of  the  worst  sort, 


'  Drouillon's  ilslcmeni  of  Ihe  aflair  majr  be  found  in  DtHwiddii  Paptn,  i..  p.  J 
335.      The   curious   chai^   brought   Bgaintl   WxshiD^on  fur  th«  kUling  of 
Jumonville  long  excroiscd  French  historians,  and  even  EnglUh  wrileri  found  it 
Awkward  to  cxpkin  away.     The  vsrlous  acconnti  are  lummarlied  In  Paiknud, 
Wal/t  ami  Montralm,    i,.   p.  141),  and  Sparks,    tViitin;;!  cf   W»tkii^am%\ 
"..  p.  447- 

'It  appears  by  M.  de  ContreccRur*!  order*  to  M.  <le  JumonTillc  (S««l 
Mimairt^  &c.  p.  104)  ihnl  his  pally  consisled  oF  thirty-five  men.  that  is,  hilll> 
self  and  another  officer,  three  cadets,  a  volunteer,  an  interpreter,  and  tweniy- 
ctghl  soldiers,  T>va  of  llie  parly  had  returned  the  day  before,  who^  tracks 
had  been  teen  by  the  Half-King,  as  he  reporlcd  to  Colonel  Washington,  thiu 
leaving  thirty-three,  who  were  engnged  in  the  skirmish.  As  two  cadets  only 
were  taken,  one  of  the  men,  who  relumed,  must  have  been  a  cadet. — Spirit. 
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being  authorizetl  by  their  commander,  at  the  expense 
of  a  character,  which  should  be  sacred  to  all  nations, 
and  never  trifled  with  or  used  in  an  equivocal  way. 
t  am,  &C. 

The  29th.  Dispatched  Ensign  Latour  to  the  Half-King, 
with  about  Twcnty-Rve  Men,  and  almost  as  many  Horses; 
and  as  I  expected  some  French  Parties  would  continually 
follow  that  which  we  had  defeated,  I  sent  an  Express  to 
Colonel  Fry  for  a  Reinforcement. 

After  this  the  Frtneh  Prisoners  desired  to  speak  with  me, 
and  asked  me  in  what  Manner  I  looked  upon  them,  whether 
as  the  Attendants  of  an  Embassador,  or  as  Prisonere  of 
War:  I  answered  them  that  it  was  in  the  Quality  of  the 
Latter,  and  gave  them  my  Reasons  for  it,  as  above. 

The  30th.  Detached  Lieutenant  West,*  and  Mr.  SpUU 
darph,  to  take  the  Prisoners  to  Wiftektster,  with  a  Guard  of 
twenty  Men. 

Began  to  raise  a  Fort  with  small  Palllsadoes,  fearing  that 
when  the  French  should  hear  the  News  of  that  Defeat,  we 
might  be  attacked  by  considerable  Forces. 

TO   HIS   BROTHER. 

Camp  at  Gnkat  Mudow.  ji  Miy.  i;m- 

Since  my  last  we  arrived  at  this  place,  where  three 
days  ago  we  had  an  engagement  with  the  French, 
that  is,  a  party  of  our  men  with  one  of  theirs.  Most 
of  our  men  were  out  upon  other  detachments,  so  that 
I  had  scarcely  40  men  remaining  under  my  command. 
and  about  loor  13  Indians;  nevertheless  we  obtained 
a  most  signal  victory.  The  battle  lasted  about  10  or 
13  minutes,  with  sharp  firing  on  both  sides,  till  the 
French  gave  ground  and  ran,  but  to  no  great  pur- 

'  Ib  tha  French  iKU  U  ff«rf,  tb«  biu*1  way  of  piinluie  Ward. 
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pose.     There  were  12  of  the  French  killed,  among 
whom  was  Mons.  de  Jumonville.  their  commander, 
and  21  taken  prisoners,  among  whom  are  Mess.  La 
Force  and  Drouillon,  together  with  two  cadets.     I 
have  sent  them  to  his  honour  the  Governor,  at  Win- 
chester, under   a   guard  of    20    men,  conducted    by 
Lieutenant  West.     We  liad  but  one  man  killed,  and 
two  or  three  wounded.     Among  the  wounded  on  our 
side  was  Lieutenant  Waggener,  but  no  danger,  it  is 
hoped,  will  ensue.     We  expect  every  hour  to  be  at-j 
tacked  by  superior  force,  but,  if  they  forbear  one  dayl 
longer,  we  shall  be  prepared  for  them.     We  have  aWl 
ready  got  entrenchments,  and  are  about  a  pallisado, 
which  I  hope  will  be  finished  to-day.     The  Mingoes 
have  struck  the  French  and  I  hope  will  give  a  good 
blow  before  they  have  done.     I  expect  40  odd  of 
them  here  to-night,  which,  with  our  fort  and  some  rc-i 
inforcements  from  Col.  Fry,  will  enable  us  to  exert 
our  noble  courage  with  spirit. 

P.  S.     I  fortunately  escaped  without  any  wound, 
for  the  right  wing,  where  I  stood,  was  exposed  to  and 
received  all  the  enemy's  fire,  and  it  was  the  part' 
where  the  man  was   killed,   and  the  rest  wounded. 
I  heard  the  bullets  whistle,  and,  believe  me,  there  is| 
something  charming  in  the  sound.' 

'  From  ihc  Ltatdfn  Magaiim.  August.  1754.  "  In  the  eiprcu,  wl)Id>  Mljor 
Wnshitiglon  dcipatclied  on  his  prcccJing  liitl«  victory  (the  ikinniiih  wilb  Jd> 
monvilU),  he  concluded  with  these  words, — '  /  ktard  tkt  MUti  tviiilU,  ottd. 
belitvt  me,  Ihtrt  it  temiiking  charming  in  iht  inHnd'  On  hearing  of  Thin  Ihc 
King  snid  sensibly, — '  Ht  nri'ulJ  nel  say  ip,  if  it  had  f-em  ttitd  It  hiar  many' 
tlowcvcr,  ihis  bnivc  bfaggnrl  Icaraed  to  blush  (or  his  rhodompntlde.  and.  de- 
Mnng  to  sene  Gcncin)  Braddock  ax  ftid-de-cimp,  acquillcil  lilmMlf  noblf." 
W«ipole,  Meviein  ef  Gnrge  tkt  Srtend,  i,,  347.  See  also  Ootdaa,  //Ulpry,  ii.,j 
»3. 
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June  the  1st.  Arrived  here  an  Indian  Trader  with  the 
Half-King:  They  said  that  when  Mr.  de  JiimOHXnlU  was 
sent  here,  another  Party  had  been  detached  towards  the 
lower  Part  of  the  River,  in  order  to  take  and  kill  all  the 
English  they  should  meet. 

We  are  finishing  our  Fort. 

Towards  Night  arrived  Ensign  Touvrs,  with  the  Half- 
King,  Queen  Aliqni/>f»a,  and  about  Twenty-five  or  Thirty 
Families,  making  in  all  about  Eighty  or  One  Hundred 
Persons,  including  Women  and  Children.  The  old  King, 
being  invited  to  come  in  to  our  Tents,  told  me  that  he  had 
sent  Monacaloofha  to  Log^s-Ttnvn,  with  Wampum,  and  four 
Frmck  scalps,  which  were  to  be  sent  to  the  Six  Nations,  to 
the  Wjraadotis,  &c.  to  inform  them  that  they  had  attacked 
the  Fretuk,  and  to  demand  their  Assistance  to  maintain  the 
first  advantage. 

He  also  told  me  he  had  something  to  say  at  the  Council, 
but  would  stay  till  the  Arrival  of  the  SJtaivantse  whom  we 
expected  next  Morning. 

The  2d.  Arrived  two  or  three  Families  of  the  Shawariese 
and  Laufs :     We  had  Prayers  in  the  Fort. 

The  jd.    The  Half-King  assembled  the  Council,  and  in 
formed  nne  that  he  had  received  a  Speech  from  the  Big 
Kettle  (Grand-Chatidifre) '   in  Answer  to  the  one  he  had 
sent  him. 

TO   GOVERNOR   DINWIDDIE. 

From  our  Camf,  Jane  3,  1754. 

Honorable  Sir  : 

The  Half-King,  with  about  25  Familys,  cont'g 
near  80  persons,  including  women  and  children,  ar- 
riv'd  here  last  night.  He  has  given  me  some  acc't  of 
the  Twigtwees,  Wyandotts  and  several  other  Na- 
tions of  Indians,  which  I  have  transmitted  to  your 
Honour  by  an  express,  as  you  enquir'd  circutnstan- 

'  PtobaUjr  Cftoa}ad)r*«>*.  m  the  "  Broken  Kritle."  who  hid  been  picMnl  *t 
Um  coafcreKC  *t  C»IUle  in  1753. 
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tially  in  your  last,  and  I  was  then  unable  to  give  an 
account  at  all  of  them. 

The  French,  early  in  the  spring,  sent  a  speech  t 
the  Wyandotts,  Twigtwees,  and  their  Allies,  and  d 
sired  them  to  take  up  the  Hatchet  and  start  to  Ohio,i 
and  there  cut  of[r|  the  Inhabitants  with  all  the 
English  thereon.  This  the  Big  Kettle  acquainted 
the  Half-King  with,  and  at  the  same  time  assur'd  i 
him  with  their  good  intentions  of  assisting  the  6  Na-^| 
tions  and  their  Brothers,  the  English,  ag't  the 
French,  and  that  they  only  waited  to  see  us  begin.' 
I  have  enclosed  the  speech  of  the  Chiefs,  to  which 
was  added  another  from  the  Warriors,  informing  that  , 
they  were  busy  in  councilliDg  with  the  Chippeways^H 
Oltoways,  &c.,  and  striving  to  bring  all  into  the  ~ 
same  mind  with  themselves.  They  desire  the  6  Na 
tions,  Virginians  and  Pennsylvanians,  not  to  doubt 
but  that  they  shall  accomplish  their  designs  in  this, 
and  when  they  do,  [1]  will  send  word  thereof. 

Monacatoocha  was  sent  by  the  Half-King  ab*t  5 
nights  ago  to  the  Logs  Town,  with  4  French  scalps, 
two  of  which  was  to  be  sent  to  the  Wyandotts,  &c,  ^ 
and  the  other  two  to  the  6  Nations,  telling  them  thatfl 
the  French  had  tricked  them  out  of  their  lands,  for  ~ 
which,  with  their  Brothers,  the  English,  who  joyn'd 
hand  in  hand,  they  had  let  them  feel  the  wait  of  their 
Hatchet,  which  was  but  trifling  yet,  as  it  only  lay'd  o: 
30,  for  that  they  int'd  with  their  Brothers  to  driv 
the  French  beyond  the  Lakes.    Monacatoocha  has 


1 


% 


'  In  Palmer's  Caintdaref  Virginia  StaU  Pafen,  p.  ijd^  U  printed  whai  J 
believe  ii  thi«  reiily. 
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orders  to  draw  all  the  Indians  from  Ohio,  and  then 
repair  to  our  Camp. 

I  proposed  to  the  Half-King  sending  their  women 
and  children  into  the  Inhabitants,  for,  as  they  must 
be  supported  by  us,  it  may  be  done  at  less  expense 
there  than  here ;  besides  this,  there  may  another 
good  attend  it,  iheir  children  may  imbibe  the  princi- 
ples of  love  and  friendship  in  a  stronger  degree. 
which,  if  taken  when  young,  is  generally  more  firm 
and  lasting.  He  told  me  he  would  consider  of  it, 
and  gpvc  answer  when  Monacatoocha  arrived.  I  hope 
this  will  be  agreeable  to  your  Honour,  who  I  wrote  to 
before  on  this  head  without  receiv'g  an  answer.  We 
6nd  it  very  difficult  procuring  provisions  for  them,  as 
they  [share]  equally  with  our  own  men,  which  is  un- 
avoidable witho't  turning  them  adrift  entirely. 

Montour  would  be  of  singular  use  to  me  here  at 
this  moment,  in  conversing  with  the  Indians,  for  I 
have  no  persons  that  I  can  put  any  dependence  in.  I 
make  use  of  all  the  influence  I  can  to  engage  them 
warmly  on  our  side,  and  flatter  myself  that  I  am  not 
unsuccessful,  but  for  want  of  a  better  acquaintance 
with  their  customs  I  am  often  at  a  loss  how  to  be- 
have, and  should  be  relieved  from  many  anxious 
fears  of  ofTend'g  them  if  Montour  was  here  to  assist 
me ;  and  as  he  is  in  the  governm'nt"s  employ 't  I  hope 
your  Hon'r  will  think  with  me.  his  services  cannot  be 
apply'd  to  so  g't  advantage  as  here  upon  this  oc- 
casion.' 

■  Uootoar  mu  *  CMmAu,  tad  llw  an  Indian  \i%Att  »n<I  Inictpieln.     He 
wu  ol  InduB  extracliM,  lad  ■  man  of  weight  among  tbe  Six  Nalicoi. 
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There  was  3  French  Deserters,  met  a  few  da)'S 
[ago]  (one  an  Englishman)  at  Loyal  henning,'  going 
to  Vii^'a,  by  one  Crawford,  a  Man  of  veracity,  who 
was  assur'd  by  them,  that  there  was  two  Major  Trad- 
ers confined  in  Irons  at  the  Fort  when  Sieur  De 
Jumonville  was  detached  ;  and  at  the  same  time  that 
he  departed  for  this,  another  Party  of  50  was  sent 
down  Ohio  to  kill  or  take  Prisoners  of  all  the  Eng- 
lish they'd  meet  with.  They  also  assure  us  that 
Jumonville  has  all  chosen  Men  fixed  upon  for  this 
Enterprise.  They  likewise  confirm  the  report  the 
Prisoners  gave,  that  1,100  men  were  now  in  the  Fort, 
and  Reinforce'ts  expected. 

If  the  whole  Detach't  of  the  French  behave  with 
no  more  Resolution    than  this  chosen    Party  did,   tj 
flatter  myself  we  shall  have  no  g't  trouble  in  driving' 

them  to  the  d Montreal.     Tho'  I   took  40  Men 

under  my  com'd  when  I  marched  out,  yet  the  dark- 
ness of  the  night  was  so  great,  that  by  wandering  a 
little  from  the  main  body  7  were  lost,  and  but  33 
ingag'd.     There  was  also  but  7  Indians  with  arms,  ^ 
two    of    which    were    Boys, — one    Dinwiddie,     your^^ 
Honor's  God  Son,  who  behav'd  well  in  action.  There 
were  5  or  6  other  Indians,  who  served  to  knock  the      ' 
poor,   unhappy  wounded  in  the  head,  and  bereiv'd      \ 
them  of  their  scalps.     So  that  we  had  but  40  men, 
with  which  we  tried  and  took  32  or  3  men,  besides 
others  who  may  have  escaped.     One,  we  have  cer- 
tain acc't  did. 


'Thu  pUce  U  VRricnidjr  nftmcd :    Loyd    Huina,    Loy>I  hinnon,    I.oyal 
Han  Din,  and  Loyal  Hanniii|[. 
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We  have  just  finish'd  a  small  pallisado'd  Fort,  in 
which,  with  my  small  numbers,  I  shall  not  fear  the 
attack  of  500  men. 

There  is  three  separate  strings  of  Wampum,  which 
the  Half-King  has  desired  me  to  send.  One  is  from 
the  Wj-andott  Chiefs,  to  confirm  what  they  said; 
another  from  the  Warriors,  to  confirm  theirs ;  and 
the  other  (white)  is  from  Monacatoocha,  and  since 
writing  the  above,  there  has  arrived  two  Indians 
from  Moskingam,  who  inform  [me]  that  the  Wyan- 
dotts,  &c,  arc  ready  to  strike  so  soon  as  they  hear 
the  6  Nation's  and  English  have. 

The  5th.  Arrived  an  Indian  from  the  Ohio,  who  had 
lately  been  at  the  French  Fort.  This  Indian  confirms  the 
News  of  two  Traders  being  taken  by  the  French,  and  sent 
to  Canada;  he  said  they  h.ive  set  up  their  PaJlisadoes,  and 
enclosed  their  Fort  with  exceeding  large  Trees. 

There  are  eight  Indian  Families  on  this  side  the  River, 
coming  to  join  us:  He  met  one  of  the  French  who  had 
made  his  Escape  from  the  action  of  M,  de  JumonvilU's ;  he 
was  without  cither  Shoes  or  Stockings,  and  scarce  able  to 
walk ;  however  be  let  him  pass,  not  knowing  we  had  at- 
tacked them. 

The  6tb.  Mr.  Gitt  is  returned,  and  acquaints  me  of  the 
Death  of  poor  Colonel  Fry,  of  the  safe  Arrival  of  the  French 
Prisoners  at  WinchcsUr,  and  which  gave  the  Governor  great 
satisfaction. 

t  am  also  informed  that,  Mr.  Montour*  is  coming  with  a 
Commission  to  command  Two  Hundred  Indians. 

Mr.  Gist  had  met  a  French  Deserter,  who  assured  him,  that 
there  were  only  Five  Hundred  Men  when  they  took  Mr. 
Ward's  Fort,  that  they  were  now  less,  having  sent  Fifteen 

>  CalM  by  ibe  French  a  "  C«BftdUkii  destrtcc." 


9< 


THE  WRITINGS  OF 


[«754 


Men  to  Canada  to  acquaint  the  Governor  of  their  Success: 
That  there  were  yet  about  Two  Hundred  Soldiers,  who  onlyj 
waited  for  a  favourable  Opportunity  to  come  and  join  us.  ^| 

The  9th.  Arrived  the  ixst  Body  of  the  Virginia  R^f- 
ment,  under  the  Command  of  Colonel  Muse,  and  we  leami 
that  the  Independent  Company  of  Carolina  was  arrived  at 
Willii-Creek. 

The  loth.  I  received  the  Regiment,  and  at  Night  had 
Notice,  that  some  French  were  advancing  towards  us; 
whereupon  I  sent  a  Party  of  Indians  upon  the  Scout 
towards  Gist's,  in  order  to  discover  them,  and  to  know  ' 
their  Number.  Just  before  Night  we  had  an  Alarm,  but  it 
proved  false. 

TO  GOVERNOR   DINWIDDIE.' 

Crxat  Meadows,  tojune,  1754- 

HoNBLE.  Sir  : 

Yours  of  the  ist  2nd  and  4th  ulto.  I  received  by 
the  post,  and  return  your  Honour  my  hearty  thanks 
for  your  kind  congratulation  on  our  late  success, 
which  I  hope  to  improve  without  risquing  the  impu- 
tation of  rashness,  or  hazarding  what  a  prudent  con- 
duct would  forbid.  I  rejoice  that  I  am  Hkely  to  be 
happy  under  the  command  of  an  experienced  officer, 
and  man  of  sense.'  It  is  what  I  have  ardently  wished 
for.*     I  shall  here  beg  leave  to  return  my  grateful 

'  Under  daU  10  June.  Mr.  Sparks  prinU  a  long  lettet  liom  Wiislim^ioii  to 
Dinwiddie,  anolhcr  version  of  which  i»  given  in  Ihe  DiitvHdJit  Pafirt.  A 
cunory  txaniinsllon  proved  tbal  an  error  had  bcin  made.  Mr.  Sparks  com- 
bining three  inters  in  one.  and  the  editor  of  the  Dinwiddle  printing  (wrtsoF  two 
as  one.  I  maynot  have  luccecded  in  sepacillng  Ihe  parts  as  (liey  were  wiitten, 
as  I  have  been  compelled  to  depend  on  internal  evidence  mainly. 

'  Jamei  Innes  came  fmin  Scotland  and  settled  in  New  Hanover,  N.  Cj 
Eerving  in  the  eipediiion  of  i74o-4r  Beainsi  CBtlhagena.  Dinwiddle  had 
inlendcd  lo  give  him  Ihe  chief  command  of  this  Ohio  expedition  from  the  fir«t. 

'  Upon  the  death  of  CoL  Fry.  Washington  was  given  the  command  of  the 
Virginia  ItooiH.  Innes  who  had  come  with  aboal  three  hundred  and  fifty 
men  from  North  Carolina  did  not  reach  Winchulei  until  June  30,  bat  wk» 
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thanks  for  your  favour  in  promoting  me  to  the  com- 
mand of  the  regiment  Believe  me,  Hon'ble  Sir, 
when  I  assure  you,  my  breast  is  warmed  with  ever)' 
generous  sentiment,  that  your  goodness  can  inspire. 
1  want  nothing  but  opportunity  to  testifie  my  sincere 
regard  for  your  person,  to  whom  1  stand  indebted  for 
so  many  unmerited  favours. 

Your  Honour  may  depend,  I  shall  myself,  and  will 
endeavour  to  make  my  officers,  shew  Captain  Mackay 
all  the  respect  due  to  his  rank  and  merit ;  but  should 
have  been  particularly  obliged,  if  your  Honour  had 
declared  whether  he  was  under  my  command,  or  in- 
dependent of  it."  However,  I  shall  be  studious  to 
avoid  all  disputes  that  may  tend  to  publick  prejudice, 
but,  as  far  as  I  am  able,  will  inculcate  harmony  and 
unanimity.  I  hope  Captain  Mackay  will  have  more 
sense,  than  to  insist  upon  any  unreasonable  dis- 
tinction tho'  he  and  his  have  commissions  from 
his  Majesty.'  Let  him  consider,  tho  we  are  greatly 
inferior  in  respect  to  profitable  advantages,  yet  we 

pnl  IB  co«iMinl  of  tbc  eipeilliion  by  Dinwiddie  on  Col.  Fry't  death,  He 
ioiUMi  tkat  CoL  Wadiinglcm'ii  Virjpnia  (c|;iinrnt  and  Mickiy's  Scruth  Carotina, 
"tOfclbei  did  c«iui>t  but  of  four  hundred  men,  o(  which  a  good  many  were 
ndc  aad  ovt  cl  order."  The  Notth  Ciioliiu  lioops  ditbandcd  before  ihtj 
eotfd  }o>a  WulUncion.  The  p*y  of  their  men  wa»  31.  «  day,  and  under  sach 
a  ehatip  tW  ^t>,ooo  appropfulcd  (or  the  «>pediiion  wu  loon  exhoutled. 

'  Captala  Machay  commanded  an  Jii4tf<nJtiii  Camfanjr  of  one  hundred  msn 
from  SoHlli  C«mliii».    Sec  Waahingion'a  letter  lo  Robcil  Sinclair,  6  Hay, 

*DitnriMie  bad  written  to  CoL  Fry  in  May:  "  Ai  the  offieen  ol  th« 
Indepcndenl  conpanit*  aro  genUemen  of  eipetleiice  in  the  an  miliiaj-y,  hare 
Mtvol  la  term]  ounpaigni,  are  jraloai  of  Iheir  own  honor,  and  arc  welt  tec- 
OHPaaDdcd,  I  hope  you  ndl  cooducl  yourself  towards  Ihem  with  prudence,  and 
(•eeivc  theii  advice  with  caador,"  He  admitted  thai  it  wai,  unnauAl  for  any  of 
|)m  Kiag't  iioopt  to  b«  xiIijtKt  to  the  coiDTnindi  of  an  <iniGer  holding  a  com- 
■HWiMi  from  a  {rtnvRior.     To  Waihington  he  wrote  (June  4I  in  limilar  leim*. 


9S 


THE  WRITINGS  OF 


[>75^ 


have  the  same  spirit  to  serve  our  gracious  King  as 
they  have,  and  are  as  ready  and  willing  to  sacrifice 
our  lives  for  our  country  as  they.  And  here,  once 
more,  and  for  the  last  time,  I  must  say,  this  will  be  a 
cancer  that  will  grate  some  officers  of  this  regiment 
beyond  all  measure,  to  serve  upon  such  different 
terms,  when  their  lives,  their  fortunes,  and  their 
characters  are  equally,  and,  I  dare  say,  as  effectually 
exposed,  as  those  who  are  happy  enough  to  have 
King's  commissions.  I  have  been  solicitous  on  this 
head,  have  earnestly  endeavoured  to  reconcile  the 
officers  to  their  appointments,  and  flatter  myself  I 
have  succeeded,  having  heard  no  mention  thereof  g 
latterly.  I  considered  the  pernicious  consequences^^l 
that  would  have  attended  a  disunion,  and  therefore" 
was  too  much  attached  to  my  country's  interest  to  suf- 
fer it  to  ripen,  after  I  received  your  advising  letters. 

I  am  very  thankful  to  you  for  ordering  an  asso 
ment  of  Indian  goods,  which  we  daily  find  still  more 
necessary.  I  shall  take  care,  while  they  are  under 
my  direction,  that  they  are  judiciously  applied,  and 
shall  be  particularly  careful  in  consulting  Mr.  Crog- 
han  and  Mr.  Montour,  by  whom  I  shall  be  advised  in 
all  Indian  affairs  agreeably  to  your  directions.'  ^H 

I  shall  with  great  pleasure  wear  the  medal,  which^^ 
you  were  pleased  to  compliment  me  with,  and  shall 
present  the  others  to  Indian  chiefs,  as  I  have  already 
done  one  to  the  Half-King. 

Major   Muse,   with   Captain   Montour,  joined  us 

'  Crojfhan  was  txi  Indian  trader  of  note,  nnd  hud  been  employcij  on  public 
affun  in  ihe  Indian  country  by  the  govenior  of  Peoniylvania. 


rs.       , 
>rt^l 

ore  ^ 


'7541 


GEORGE  WASHINGTON. 


99 


yesterday,  and  brought  the  wampum  you  sent  to  the 
Half-King,  which  I  presented,  with  the  medal  and 
speech.  He  is  verj'  thankful  for  the  notice  yoii  have 
taken  of  him.  Major  Muse  brought  nine  of  the 
swivels,  with  some  powder  and  balls ;  and  this  day  I 
have  engaged  fifty  or  sixty  horses  to  bring  up  more 
of  the  balls  and  other  stores  from  Will's  Creek,  if 
there  should  be  no  provisions  to  load  them  with. 
The  balls  arc  to  be  brought  in  leather  bags  made  for 
the  purpose.  !  hear  that  Captain  Mackay,  who  was 
to  have  brought  the  artillerj',  has  marched  without  it, 
as  wagons  could  not  be  procured.  I  shall  write  to 
Mr,  Gist  to  procure  wagons,  if  he  is  obliged  to  go  to 
Pennsylvania  for  them,  to  bring  out  the  artiller)*,  if 
not,  when  Colonel  Innes  comes  up  we  shall  have 
nothing  in  readiness,  and  shall  let  slip  this  best  sea- 
son for  action. 

TO  GOVERNOR  DINWIDDIE. 

[Juneia.iTS4-]' 

We  have  been  extremely  ill  used  by  Major  Car- 
lyle's  deputies,  which  I  am  heartily  sorry  for,  since 
he  is  a  gentleman  so  capable  of  the  business  himself, 
and  has  taken  so  much  pains  to  give  satisfaction. 
He,  I  believe,  has  been  deceived,  and  we  have  suf- 
fered by  those  under  him,  and  by  those  who  have 
contracted  for  provisions.  We  have  been  six  days 
without  flour,  and  there  is  none  upon  the  road  for 
our  relief  that  we  know  of,  though  1  have  by  repeated 
expresses  given   him   timely  notice.     We  have  not 

'  ••  Voni  teller  without  Jale  I  received,"  Dinwiddle  wroie  lo  Wuhington  on 
Jcoe  97th.     The  inddcnti  mentioned  ^te  the  ilaie  as  llie  llth. 
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provisions  of  any  sort  enough  in  camp  to  serve  us 
two  days.  Once  before  we  should  have  been  four 
days  without  provisions,  if  Providence  had  not  sent  a 
trader  from  the  Ohio  to  our  relief,  for  whose  flour  I 
was  obliged  to  give  twenty-one  shillings  and  eight 
pence  per  hundred.  ^H 

In  a  late  letter  to  Major  Carlyle,  I  have  complained^ 
of  the  tardiness  of  his  deputies.  1  hkewise  desired, 
that  suitable  stores  of  ammunition  might  be  sent  up 
speedily,  for  till  that  is  done  we  have  it  not  in  ourH 
power  to  attempt  any  advantageous  enterprise;  but" 
must  wait  its  arrival  at  Red-stone,  for  which  I  shall 
set  oflT  the  moment  provisions  arrive  to  sustain  us  on 
the  march.  Major  Carlyle  mentioned  a  contract  he 
had  made  with  Mr.  Croghan  for  flour,  likewise  Mr. 
Croghan's  oflfer  of  furnishing  more  if  required.  I 
have  therefore  desired  to  have  all  that  Mr.  Croghan 
can  furnish. 

The  Indians  are  drawing  off  from  the  River  daily, 
one  of  whom  last  night  brought  news  of  Monaca- 
toocha.  He  went  from  Logstown  about  five  nigh 
ago  with  the  French  scalps,  and  four  hatchets,  with 
which  he  intended  to  visit  the  four  tribes  of  Indians 
between  this  and  Lake  Erie,  and  present  to  each 
tribe  a  scalp  and  hatchet,  and  at  the  same  time 
acquaint  them  that  it  was  expected,  as  the  English 
and  Six  Nations  had  hand-in-hand  struck  the  French, 
they  would  join  our  forces.  This  messenger  Iikewise>B 
says,  that  Monacatoocha  was  determined  not  only  to 
counsel  with  the  chiefs  of  those  tribes,  but  with  their 
great   warriors  also,   which   is   customary   in   these 
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cases,  and  was  to  return  as  soon  as  possible,  which 
he  imagined  would  be  in  fifteen  days ;  but  in  case  he 
should  not  return  in  that  time,  he  left  orders  for  the 
Indians  at  Logstown  to  set  oft  for  Red-stone  Creek, 
so  that  they  would  all  meet  at  Red-stone  to  join 
their  brothers  the  English.  He  also  desired  there 
might  be  no  attack  made  against  the  French  fort,  till 
he  should  return,  by  which  time  he  hoped  all  the 
forces  would  be  gathered,  and  then  they  would  make 
a  general  attack  together,  and  gain  a  complete  victor)- 
at  once. 

The  Half-King  has  sent  messengers  to  other 
places  for  warriors,  who  are  to  meet  us  also  at  Red- 
stone Creek.  Besides  these,  he  has  sent  two  messen- 
gers, by  the  advice  of  Mr.  Croghan,  Mr.  Montour, 
and  myself,  one  to  invite  the  Shawanese  to  come  and 
receive  one  of  their  men,  who  was  imprisoned  in 
Carolina,  and  to  counsel  with  us,  and  the  other  to 
the  Delawares  for  the  same  purpose,  as  we  hear  both 
these  nations  have  accepted  the  hatchet  against  us. 
This  report  was  first  brought  by  an  Indian  sent  from 
Ixigstown  to  the  Half-King,  and  since  confirmed  by 
nine  French  deserters,  who  arrived  at  our  camp  to- 
day. These  men  farther  say,  that  the  fort  at  the 
Fork  is  completed,  and  proof  against  any  attempts, 
but  with  bombs,  on  the  land  side.  There  were  not 
above  five  hundred  men  in  it,  when  they  left  it,  but 
they  suppose  by  this  time  two  hundred  more  are  ar- 
rived. Nine  hundred  were  ordered  to  follow  them, 
who  might  be  expected  in  fourteen  or  fifteen  days. 

I  was  as  much  disappointed  when  I  met  these  per- 
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sons  to-day,  as  ever  I  was  in  my  life.     By  misundcr-| 
standing  the  scouts  that  brought  me  intelligence,  that 
is.  mistaking  ninety  for  nine,  I  marched  out  at  the 
head  of  one  hundred  and  thirty  men  (the  major  part' 
of  the  eflfectlve  men  in  the  regiment),  full  with  the 
hope  of  procuring  another  present  of  French  prison- 
ers for  your  Honor.     Judge  then  my  disappointment 
at  meeting  nine  only,  and  those  coming  for  protec-^j 
tion.     I  guarded  against   all  casualties,  that  might^^ 
happen  to  the  camp,  and  ordered  Major  Muse  to  repair 
into  the  fort,  and  erect  the  small  swivels  for  the  defence 
of  the  place,  which  he  could  do  in  an  hour's  time. 

Agreeably  to  your  desire  1  shall  here  mention  the 
names  of  the  gentlemen,  who  are  to  be  promoted. 
Lieutenant  George  Mercer '  will  worthily  succeed  to  a 
captaincy.  Captain  Vanbraam  has  acted  as  captain 
ever  since  we  left  Alexandria.  He  is  an  experienced, 
good  officer,  and  very  worthy  of  the  command  he  has  , 
enjoyed.      Mr.  James  Towers  is  the  oldest  ensignf^J 

'  Col.  George,  son  o(  John  Mercer,  yf  "  Marlbor*."  was  horn  June  i).  I73J, 
educBlod  at  William  and  Mary  Collcg*.  served  vrith  Washington  in  the  French 
>nd  Indiftn  war  in  I7;4.  and  was  with  General  Ilraddock  al  his  fatal  woundiDf;  | 
promolcd  ill  1758  to  he  Lieutenant-Colonel  of  the  Second  Virginia  Re^lmeal, 
o[  which  Col.  William  Byrd.  of  "  Wcstovcr  "  (thifd  of  the  name  and  till*),  was 
commander:  clccled  to  the  Hoose  of  Ilurgesju,  May  iS.  1761  \  appouilcd, 
July  4,  1763,  by  the  Ohio  Company  its  agent  to  visit  England  in  iu  intettaia ; 
remained  in  England  six  yi-a  is  engaged  in  fruitless  solicitation  and  ncgatiktiaa  ; 
aent  to  Virginia  in  1765  aa  "  stamp  Collector "  for  ihc  Crown,  but  finding  oaMt 
afiival  how  obnoxious  (he  measure  was.  declined  lo  aerve  ;  appointed  Septem- 
ber 17,  1767.  Ilirough  the  inSuence  of  Lord  Hillsborough,  LietLleoanl- 
Govemor  of  North  Carolina,  but  tclinquishcd  the  office  shoilly  aftervruds, 
MCoidin£  CO  Iradilion,  upon  the  death  of  his  wife.  He  had  married  August  8, 
1767,  at  Scarboru,  Mary,  the  daughter  of  Christopher  Neville.  Esq.,  of 
Lincoln,  England.  She  died  ai  Richmond,  Virginia,  May  30.  1768.  Ceorce 
Mercer  returned  to  Eiiglanil  prior  to  the  Kevolulion,  and  died  there  in  April, 
I7S4,  leaving  no  issue. 
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for  whom  you  will  please  to  send  a  lieutenancy.  To 
Captain  Stephen  I  have  already  given  a  major's  com- 
mission, finding  one  blank  among  Colonel  Fry's 
papers.  If  merit,  Sir,  will  entitle  a  gentlemen  to 
your  notice,  Mr.  Peyrouny  may  justly  claim  a  share 
of  your  favor.  His  conduct  has  been  governed  by 
the  most  consummate  prudence,  and  all  his  actions 
have  sufficiently  testified  his  readiness  to  serve  his 
country,  which  I  really  believe  he  looks  upon  Vir- 
ginia to  be.  He  was  sensibly  chagrined,  when  I 
acquainted  him  with  your  pleasure,  of  giving  him  an 
ensigncy.  This  he  had  twelve  years  ago,  and  long 
since  commanded  a  company.  He  was  prevailed  on 
by  Colonel  Fry,  when  he  left  Alexandria,  to  accept  the 
formercommission.  and  assist  my  detachment,  as  I  had 
ver>'  few  officers,  till  we  all  met  on  the  Ohio,  which 
commission  he  would  now  have  resigned,  and  returned 
to  Virginia,  but  for  my  great  dissuasion  to  the  con- 
trary. I  have  promised  to  solicit  your  Honor  to 
appoint  him  adjutant,  and  continue  him  ensign, 
which  will  induce  a  very  good  officer  to  remain  in  the 
regiment.  The  office  of  adjutant,  Sir,  is  most  neces- 
sar)'  to  a  regiment,  in  distributing  the  daily  orders, 
receiving  all  rcporL"*,  and  seeing  orders  executed. 
In  short,  an  adjutant  is  an  indispensable  officer. 
Should  you  be  pleased  to  indulge  me  in  this  request, 
I  shall  look  upon  it  In  a  very  particular  light,  as  I 
think  the  personal  merit  of  the  gentleman,  his  knowl- 
edge of  military  duty,  and  his  activity  will  render  him 
highly  worthy  of  the  favor.  An  ensign  is  still  want- 
ing, whom  I  hope  you  will  send,  if  you  know  of  any 
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one  suitable  for  the  office.     A  young  man  in  the  camp, 
who  came  with  Captain  Lewis,  has  solicited,  but   I 
am  yet  ignorant  of  his  character  and  qualities.       He      i 
is  a  volunteer,  and  recommended  by  Captain  Lewis.  H^ 

In  a  letter  by  Mr.  Ward,  you  acquainted  me,  that 
you  had  given  orders  to  Colonel  Fry  to  examine  into 
the  proceedings  of  Captain  Trent,  and  his  lieutenant, 
Frazier,  by  a  court-martial.  I  shall  be  glad  if  you 
will  repeat  your  orders  and  instructions  to  me,  or 
rather  to  Colonel  Innes  ;  for  an  officer  cannot  be 
tried  by  those  of  his  own  regiment  only,  but  has 
a  right  to  be  heard  in  a  general  court-martial.  Cap- 
tain Trent's  behaviour  has  been  very  tardy,  and  Has 
convinced  the  world  of  what  they  before  suspected, 
his  great  timidity.  Lieutenant  Fra2ier,  though  not 
altogether  blameless,  is  much  more  excusable,  for  he 
would  not  accept  of  the  commission,  till  he  had  a  prom- 
ise from  hiscaptain,  that  he  should  not  resideatthefor^, 
nor  visit  it  above  once  aweek,  or  as  he  saw  necessary.' 

Queen  Aliquippa  desired  that  her  son,  who  is 
really  a  great  warrior,  might  be  taken  into  council, 
as  he  was  declining  and  unfit  for  business,  and  that 
he  should  have  an  English  name  given  him.  I 
therefore  called  the  Indians  together  by  the  advice 
of  the  Half-King,  presented  one  of  the  medals,  and 

'  Comptainl  -ma  mide  kgaiiut  Ctptftin  Trent  for  being  dbient  fram  hb  ]ia« 
when  ihe  Frendi  compelled  liis  etigl|;ii  to  npitulate. 

Mr,  Frajtier  had  lived  for  ^ome  time  in  the  Ohio  country  ms  an  Indiao  trader, 
lie  hod  a  house  at  the  mouth  of  Ihe  Creek,  ten  miles  up  the  Monongahell 
from  the  Fork  of  the  Ohio  River^  And  nei&r  the  spot  aftervanl&  rendered  meov- 
Mable  by  liraddock's  disastrous  rencounter.  Hence  bis  stipulation,  dica  be 
accepted  Uic  commiuion  lo  act  as  lieutenant,  not  to  be  obliged  lo  reside  at  (he 
fort,  then  about  to  be  conilrucled  at  the  Fork,  of  the  River,  nor  to  visit  it  except 
at  Mated  times, — Spar  In, 
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[tdesircd  him  to  wear  it  in  remembrance  of  his  great 
father,  the  King  of  England,  and  called  him  by  the 
name  of  Colonel  Fairfax,  which  he  was  told  signified 
the  first  of  the  eoHncii.  This  gave  him  great  pleasure. 
1  was  also  informed,  that  an  English  name  would  please 
the  Half-King,  which  made  me  presume  to  give  him 
that  of  your  Honor,  and  call  him  Dinwiddie ;  inter- 
preted in  their  language,  Ike  head  of  all.     I  am,  &c, 

P.S.  These  deserters  corroborate  what  the  others 
said  and  we  suspected.  La  Force's  party  were  sent 
out  as  spies,  and  were  to  show  that  summons  if  dis- 
covered, or  overpowered,  by  a  superior  party  of  ours. 
They  say  the  commander  was  blamed  for  sending  so 
small  a  party. 

Since  writing  the  foregoing,  Captain  Mackay,  with 
the  Independent  Company,  has  arrived,  whom  I  take 
to  be  a  verj-  good  sort  of  a  gentleman.  For  want  of 
proper  instructions  from  your  Honor,  I  am  much  at 
a  loss  to  know  how  to  act,  or  proceed  in  regard  to 
his  company.  I  made  it  my  particular  study  to  re- 
ceive him  (as  it  was  your  desire)  with  all  the  respect 
and  politeness,  that  were  due  to  his  rank,  or  that  I 
was  capable  of  showing ;  and  I  do  not  doubt  from 
his  appearance  and  behaviour,  that  a  strict  intimacy 
will  ensue,  when  matters  shall  be  put  in  a  clear  light. 
But  at  present,  I  assure  you,  they  will  rather  impede 
the  service,  than  forward  It ;  for,  as  they  have  com- 
missions from  the  King,  they  look  upon  themselves 
as  a  distinct  body,  and  will  not  incorporate  and  do 
duty  with  our  men,  but  keep  separate  guards,  and 
encamp  separately.  I  have  not  offered  to  control 
Captain    Mackay  in   any  thing,  nor  showed  that  I 
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claimed  a  superior  command,  except  in  giving  the 
parole  and  countersign,  which  must  be  the  same  in 
an  army  consisting  of  different  nations,  to  distinguish 
friends  from  foes.  He  knows  the  necessity  of  this, 
yet  does  not  think  he  is  to  receive  it  from  me.  Then 
who  is  to  give  it  ?  Am  1  to  issue  these  orders  to  a 
company  ?  Or  is  an  independent  captain  to  prescribe 
rules  to  the  Virginia  regiment  ?  This  is  the  question.  ■ 
But  its  absurdity  is  obvious.  ^| 

It  now  behooves  you.  Sir,  to    lay  your   absolute 
commands  on  one  or  the  other  to  obey.     This  is  in- 
dispensably necessary,  for  nothing  clashes  more  with 
reason,  than  to  conceive  our  small  bodies  can  act  dis- 
tinctly, without  having  connexion  with  one  another, 
and  yet  be  serviceable  to  the  public      I  do  not  doubt 
that  Captain  Mackay  is  an  officer  of  sense,  and  I  dare 
say  will  do  the  best  for  the  service ;  but,  Sir,  two 
commanders  are  so  incompatible,  that  we  cannot  b 
as  useful  to  one  another,  or  the  public,  as  we  ought 
and  I  am  sincerely  sorry,  that  he  has  arrived  before 
your  instructions  by  Colonel  Innes,  who  I  doubt  not 
will  be  fully  authorized  how  to  act.      But  as  we  hav 
no  news  of  Colonel  Innes,  I  have,  in  the  mean  time,.] 
desired  Major  Carlyle  to  send  this  by  an  immediate 
express  to  you,  who,  1  hope,  will  satisfy  these  doubts. 
'  Captain  Mackay  and  I  have  lived  in  the  most  perfect 
harmony  since  his  arrival,  and  have  reasoned  on  this^J 

>  It  Is  vcTj  probable  ihftt  ihe  rest  of  ihe  teller  was  written  at  a  later  date  UuM 
the  laih,  JU1  Washington  could  hsriUy  liave  written  thus  of  an  ei|i«rience  o( 
Captain  Mnckoy  of  a  few  hours,  oi  rvtn  of  n  day.     One  senleace,  "  we  ihaU 
part  to  morrow."  would  show  ihat  tl  was  wrillen  on  the  ijlh,  as  on  Ihe  i 
Waahington  cunlinued  his  inarch  to  Red  Stone. 
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calmly  ;  and,  I  believe,  if  wc  should  have  occasion  to 
exert  our  whole  force,  we  shall  do  as  well  as  divided 
authority  can  do.  We  have  not  had  the  least  warmth 
of  dispute.  He  thinks  you  have  not  a  power  to  give 
commissions,  that  will  command  him.  If  so,  I  can 
very  confidently  say,  tliat  his  absence  would  tend  to 
the  public  advantage.  I  have  been  particularly  careful 
of  discovering  no  foolish  desire  of  commanding  him, 
neither  have  I  intermeddled  with  his  company  in  the 
least,  or  given  any  directions  concerning  it,  except 
on  these  general — the  word,  countersign,  and  place  to 
repair  to  in  case  of  an  alarm,  none  of  which  he  thinks 
he  should  receive.  I  have  testified  to  him  in  the 
most  serious  manner  the  pleasure  I  should  take  in 
consulting  and  advising  with  him  upon  all  occasions, 
and  1  am  very  sensible,  with  him  we  shall  never  dif- 
fer when  your  Honour  decides  this,  which  1  am  con- 
vinced your  own  just  discernment  and  consideration 
will  make  appear,  the  impossibility  of  a  medium.  The 
nature  of  the  thing  will  not  allow  of  it.' 

It  must  be  known  who  is  to  command  before 
orders  will  be  observed,  and  I  am  very  confident 
your  Honour  will  see  the  absurdity  and  consider  the 
eflfects  of  Capt.  Mackay's  having  the  direction  of  the 


'  **  A*  I  am  afnid  <A  ditpnte*  ftom  the  olHcen  of  ihc  Independent  Companiet, 
lo  (irercel  thu  I  luiv  t»Attt&  Col.  Innes  t(i  ooniinand  in  <liief,  :tnil  you  are  lo 
be  leoond  in  miBinand  :  havii  kqI  ■  briveaie  cumminion  of  LieuI.'Col.  lo 
CapL  Clatkc  lo  b«  (Mrd  in  command,  and  ihc  simc  lo  Captain  Mncluy  to  be 
la«nh  Is  consHBd  on  Ihit  exp«<linon.  and  liave  itcttred  Col.  InnM  lo  allow 
tbcii  l.iral<nanl>  lo  rank  with  our  Capuins.  Thii  is  onl;  (nthcn  in  their 
CBpa  lo  prcircnl  onjr  ill  blood  in  regard  lo  isnk." — DititiddtlU  tt  WAiltiHglen. 
JmHt  sj,  1754-  Cap*.  Oarle  wat  in  command  of  ibe  New  York  Independent 
CoKpanica. 


io8 


THE  WRITINGS  OP 


Li7i 


las     I 
in- 


regiment,  for  it  would  certainly  be  the  hardest  thing 
in  life  if  we  are  to  do  double  and  trible  duty,  and 
neither  be  entitled  to  the  pay  or  rank  of  soldiers. 
That  the  first  cohimn  of  the  Virginia  regiment  has 
done  more  for  the  interest  of  the  expedition  than  an 
other  company  or  corps  that  will  hereafter  arrivi 
will  be  obvious  to  them  all.  This,  Hon'ble  Sir, 
Capt,  Mackay  did  not  hesitate  one  moment  to  allow 
since  he  has  seen  ye  work  we  have  done  upon  thdH 
roads  &c.  We  shall  part  to-morrow.  I  shall  con- 
tinue my  march  to  Red  Stone,  while  the  companyj 
remains  here  ;  but  this.  Sir,  1  found  absolutely  necc 
sary  for  the  publick  interest  Capt.  Mackay  says,' 
that  it  is  not  in  his  power  to  oblige  his  men  to  work 
upon  the  road,  unless  he  will  engage  them  a  shilling 
sterling  a  day.  which  1  would  not  choose  to  do :  and 
to  suffer  them  to  march  at  their  ease,  whilst  our  faith- 
ful soldiers  are  laboriously  employed,  carry's  an  air 
of  such  distinction  that  it  is  not  to  be  wondered  at  if 
the  poor  fellows  were  to  declare  the  hardship  of  it 
He  also  declares  to  me  that  this  is  not  particular  to 
his  company  only,  but  that  no  soldiers  subject  to  ^ 
martial  law  can  be  obliged  to  do  it  for  less.  I.  there^B 
fore,  shall  continue  to  endeavour  to  compleat  the 
work  we  have  begun  with  my  poor  fellows ;  we  shall 
have  the  whole  credit,  as  none  others  have  assisted. 
I  hope  from  what  has  been  said,  your  honour  will  see 
the  necessity  of  giving  your  speedy  orders  on  this 
head,  and  I  am  sensible  you  will  consider  the  evil 
tendency  that  will  accompany  Captn.  Mackay's  com- 
ing, for  I  am  sorry  to  observe  this  is  what  we  £ 
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hoped  to  enjoy — the  rank  of  officers,  which  to  me. 
Sir.  is  much  dearer  than  the  pay. 

Captn.  Mackay  brought  none  of  the  cannon,  very 
little  ammunition,  about  5  days  allowance  of  flower, 
and  60  beeves.  Since  I  have  spun  a  letter  to  this 
enormous  size,  I  must  go  a  little  further  and  beg 
your  Honour's  patience  to  peruse  it.  I  am  much 
grieved  to  find  our  stores  so  slow  advancing.  God 
knows  when  we  shall  [be]  able  to  do  any  thing  for  to 
deserve  better  of  our  country. 

The  Contents  of  this  letter  is  a  profound  secret. 

The  12th.  Two  of  the  Men,  whom  we  had  sent  out 
Yesterday  upon  the  Scout  returned;  they  discovered  a 
small  Party  of  French ;  the  others  went  on  as  far  as 
Stuart's.  Upon  this  Advice.  I  thought  it  necessary  to 
March  with  the  greater  Part  of  the  Regiment,  to  find  those 
Ninety  Men,  of  whom  wc  had  Intelligence.  Accordingly 
I  gave  orders  to  Colonel  Must  to  put  away  all  our  Baggage 
and  Ammunition,  and  to  place  them  in  the  Fort,  and  set  a 
good  Guard  there  till  my  Return  ;  after  which  1  marched 
at  the  Head  of  One  Hundred  and  Thirty  Men,  and  about 
Thirty  Indians ;  but  at  the  Distance  of  half  a  Mile,  I  met 
the  other  Indians,  who  told  me,  there  were  only  nine  De- 
serters; whereupon  I  sent  Mr.  Montour,  with  some  few 
Indiam,  in  Order  to  bring  them  safe  to  me  ;  I  caused  them 
to  be  drest,  and  they  confirmed  us  in  our  Opinion,  of  the 
Intention  of  M.  de  Jumonville'.t  Party ;  that  more  than 
One  Hundred  Soldiers  were  only  waiting  for  a  favorable 
Opportunity  to  come  and  join  us  ;  that  M.  de  Contrectcur, 
expected  a  Reinforcement  of  Four  Hundred  Men;  that 
these  reinforcements  should  have  arrived  some  time  before 
la  Force  had  been  defeated;  that  the  Fort  was  complcated; 
that  its  Front  and  Gates  were  covered  by  the  artillcfy;  th-it 
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there  was  a  double  PalHsadoe  next  to  the  Water;  that  they 
have  only  eight  small   Pieces  of  Cannon,  and  know  wha^^ 
Number  of  Men  ue  are.  ^H 

They  also  informed  us,  that  the  Delaware  and  Shaivanese      i 
had   taken   up  the   Hatchet  against  us;   whereupon,  I  re- 
solved to  invite  those  two  Nations  to  come  to  a  Council  at 
Mr.  Gist's.   Sent  for  that  Purpose  Messengers  and  Wampum. 

The  13th.  I  Persuaded  the  Deserters  to  write  the  folIoW' 
ing  Letter,  to  those  of  their  Companions  who  had  an  in- 
clination to  desert.' 

The  15th.     Set  about  clearing  the  Roads. 

The  16th.  Set  out  for  ReU-Stone-Creek,  and  were  ex- 
tremely embarrassed,  our  Waggons  breaking  very  often. 

17th,  Dispatched  an  Express  to  the  Half-King,  to  per- 
swade  him  to  send  a  Message  to  the  Loups  ;  which  he  did 
as  I  intended. 

l8th.  Eight  Mingoes  arrived  from  Loiston,  who  at  thcJr 
Arrival  told  me  of  a  Commission  they  had,  and  that  a 
Council  must  be  held.  When  we  assembled,  they  told  us 
in  brief,  that  they  had  often  desired  to  see  their  Brethren 
out  in  the  Field  with  Forces,  and  begged  us  not  to  take  it 
amiss,  that  they  were  amongst  the  French,  and  that  they 
complied  with  some  of  their  Customs ;  notwithstanding 
which  they  were  naturally  inclined  to  fall  upon  them,  and 
other  Words  to  the  same  Purport :  After  which  they  aaid, 
they  had  brought  a  Speech  with  them,  and  desired  to  de- 
liver it  with  Speed.  These,  and  other  Discourses  to  the 
same  Purpose,  made  us  suspect  that  their  Intentions  tow- 
ards us  were  not  good ;  wherefore  1  delayed  giving  them 
Audience  until  the  Arrival  of  the  Half-King,  and  desired 
the  Delawares  to  have  Patience  till  then,  as  I  only  waited 
their  Arrival  to  hold  a  Council,  which  I  expected  would  be 
that  very  Day.  After  the  eight  Mingoes  had  conferred  a 
while  together,  they  sent  me  some  Strings  of  Wampum, 
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desiring  me  to  excuse  their  insi<iting  on  the  Delivery  of 
their  Speech  so  speedily,  that  they  now  perceived  it  neces- 
sary to  wait  the  Arrival  of  the  Half-King. 

When  the  Half-King  arrived,  I  consented  to  give  them 
Audience. 

A  Council  was  held  in  the  Camp  for  that  Puq>ose,  the 
Half-King  and  several  of  the  Six  Nations,  Loups  ShawafrfSf, 
to  the  Number  of  Forty,  were  present. 

The  Speaker  of  the  Six  Nations  addressed  the  following 
Speech  to  the  Governor  of  Virginia. 

Brctiikek  : 

We  your  Brothers  of  the  Six-Natiotu  are  now  come  to  acquaint 
you,  that  wc  have  beard  you  threaten  to  destroy  entirely  all  your 
Brethren  the  Indians  who  should  not  join  you  on  the  Road  ; 
wherefore  we  who  keep  in  our  own  Towns,  expect  every  Day  to 
be  cut  is  Hec««  by  you.  We  wi»h  to  know  from  your  Mouth,  if 
there  be  any  Tnith  in  that  report,  and  that  you  would  not  look 
upon  it  as  remarkable,  that  wc  arc  come  to  enquire  into  it,  since 
you  very  well  know  thai  bad  News  commonly  makes  a  deeper 
Impression  upon  us  than  good.  That  we  may  be  fully  satisfied 
by  your  Answers  of  the  Truth  thereof ;  wc  give  you  this  Belt  of 
Wampum. 

We  know  the  Freneh  will  ask  us  at  our  Return,  of  what  Num- 
ber our  Brethren  are,  whom  we  went  to  sec  ?  Therefore  we  de- 
tire  you,  by  this  Belt,  to  let  us  know  it,  as  also  the  Number  of 
those  whom  you  exi>ect,  and  at  what  Time  you  expect  them,  and 
when  you  reckon  to  attack  Ihc  Frtitfh,  iliat  wc  may  give  Notice 
thereof  to  our  Town,  and  know  also,  what  wc  arc  to  tell  the 
Frauh. 

ANSWER. 

BReTint£.N : 

We  are  very  glad  to  see  yoti ;  and  sorry  that  you  arc  disqui- 
eted by  such  Rqwrts  that :  The  Fngiish  intend  to  injure  you,  or 
«ay  of  your  Allies ;  this  report,  wc  know,  must  have  been  forged 
by  the  Fretu/i,  always  treacherous,  and  asserting  the  greatest 
Falsehoods  whenever  they  think  they  will  turn  out  to  their  Ad- 
vantage ;  they  speak  well,  promise  fine  Things,  but  all  from  the 
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Lips  only  ;  whilst  (heir  Heart  is  corrupted  and  full  of  venomous 
Poison.     Vou  have  been  their  Children,  and  they  would  have^Ji 
done  every  Thing  for  yoii  but  they  no  sooner  thought  them»elvea^| 
strong  enough,  than  the)'  returned  to  their  natural  Pride,  and  run 
you  o3  from  your  Lands,  declaring  you  had  no  Kight  on  the 
Ohio.    The  English  your  real  Friends,  are  too  generous,  to  think 
of  ever  using  the  Siit  Nations,  their  faithful  Allies,  in  like  Man- 
ner ;  when  you  made  your  Address  to  the  Governors  of  Virgimia 
and  Petuaylvania,  they  (at  your  repeated  Request)  sent  an  Ann; 
to  Maintain  your  Rights  ;  to  put  you  again  in  the  Possession  of 
your  Lands,  and  to  protect  your  Wives  and  Children,  to  dispos- 
sess the  Fretuh.  to  maintain  your  rights,  and  to  assure  that  Coun- 
try to  you ;  for  those  very  ends  are  the  English  Arms  actually 
employed  ;  it  is  for  the  Safety  of  your  Wives  and  your  Children, 
that  we  fight,  and  as  this  is  the  only  Motive  of  our  Conduct,  we 
cannot  reasonably  doubt  of  being  joined  by  the  remaining  Part 
of  your  Forces,  to  oppose  the  common  Enemy,     Those  who  will 
not  join  us  for  this  purpose,  shall  be  answerable  for  the  Conse 
<|uence  ;  wc  only  desire  your  Brethren  to  chuse  that  side  w, 
seems  most  acceptable  to  them. 

The  Indians  of  the  Six  Naliofis  are  those  who  are  most  In 
ested  in  this  War  ;  for  them  it  is  that  we  fight ;  and  I  should  be 
in  despair  were  the  least  Hurt  to  come  to  them ;  we  have  engaged 
in  this  War  to  assist  and  protect  you  ;  our  Arms  are  open  to 
receive  you,  and  our  Hands  ready  tu  nounsli  your  Families 
during  the  War.  The  Governor  of  Virgina  has  often  desired 
they  might  be  sent  to  him,  that  he  might  see  them  in  Person, 
nourish  and  cloath  them  according  to  their  own  Desire  ;  but  as 
you  could  not  determine  to  send  them  to  him,  we  are  ready  to 
share  in  a  friendly  Manner,  all  our  Provisions  with  you,  and  to 
take  such  Measures,  and  give  such  Orders,  that  enough  shall 
brought  to  maintain  your  Wives  and  Children.  Such  Conduct 
will  evidently  prove  how  much  more  the  English  love  and  esteem 
their  Allies  the  Six  Natitms,  than  the  French  do  ;  as  we  have 
drawn  the  Sword  in  your  Cause,  and  in  your  Defence,  hesitate  no 
longer,  delay  not  one  Moment,  but  put  your  Wives  and  Children 
under  our  Protection  ;  and  they  shall  find  Plenty  of  Provisions ; 
in  the  meanwhile  set  your  young  Men  and  your  Warriors  lO 
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sharpen  their  Hatchets,  to  join  and  unite  with  us  vigorously  in 
our  Battles.  The  Present,  my  Brethren,  n-hich  1  offer  you  i.t  not 
90  considerable  as  I  could  wish,  but  I  expect  in  a  short  Time  a 
Quantity  of  Oood^  which  are  to  be  at  my  Disposal,  to  reward 
those  who  shall  have  shewn  themselves  brave  and  active  on  this 
Occasion  ;  in  short,  i  shall  recompense  them  most  generously. 

Be  of  good  Courage,  my  Brethren,  deliver  your  Country,  and 

assure  it  to  your  Children ;  let  me  knon-  the  Thouglits  of  your 

Hearts  on  this  Affair,  that  I  may  give  an  Account  of  your  Senti- 

lents  to  your  great  Friend  and  Brother  the  Governor  of  Virginia, 

o  assure  you  of  my  Sincerity  and  Kstecm,  I  present  you  this 

Belt. 

The  20th,  The  Council  still  continued. 

When  the  Dtlawares  Icnew  that  they  were  suspected  of 
being  in  the  French  Interest,  they  <JemandE;d  the  Reason 
why  ihey  had  been  sent  for,  and  what  they  should  tell  the 
French  at  their  Return. 

I  answered  them,  it  was  to  let  them  understand,  that  we 

Cirere  to  come  at  their  reiterated  requests  to  assist  them  with 
Sword  in  Hand ;  that  wc  intended  to  put  them  in  the  Pos- 
session of  those  Lands  which  the  French  had  taken  from 
them. 
And  as  they  had  often  demanded  our  Assistance,  as  our 
ancient  and  faithful  Allies,  I  invited  them  to  come  and 
place  themselves  under  our  Protection,  together  with  their 
Women  and  Children. 

Whereupon  the  Indian  Speaker  stretched  out  his  Blanket 
on  the  Floor  and  laid  several  Belts  and  Strings  of  Wampum 
thereon,  in  the  same  order  he  had  received  them  from  the 
French.  This  done,  he  repeated  the  Speeches  of  M.  de 
Contrecoeur ;  after  which  the  Delaware  Speaker  directed  to 
mc  the  following  Speech. 

"  Brethren,  the  Governor  of  Virginia  and  Pennsyhiania ;  We 
your  Brethren  the  /'cArw^rw,  remember  perfectly  well  the  Treaty 
of  Lnstm,'  where  you  and  your  Uncles  the  Six  Nations,  con- 
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sidering  the  bad  Situation  we  were  in,  for  Want  of  a  Man  to  be] 
our  Leader,  you  then  gave  us  a  King,  and  told  us,  he  should! 
transact  all  our  public  Affair*  between  you  and  us  ;  you  gave  Ma\ 
a  charge,  not  to  listen  to  every  vain  Report  that  might  be  spread, 
but  to  consuli  ourselves,  and  to  do,  what  would  seem  to  us,  to  be 
right:  We  assure  you  that  we  have  given  no  Credit  to  any  of 
those  Reports  nor  ever  shall;  but  will  be  guided  by  you  our' 
Brctliren,  and  by  our  Uncles  the  Six  Nattont,  and  will  do  on  all] 
Occasions,  what  is  just  and  right,  taking  Advice  from  you  alone  ;] 
To  assure  you  of   the  Desire  wc  have  to  fulfil  our  Engagement 
with  you,  wc  present  you  this  Belt." 

After  which  they  made  the  following  Discourse  to  the  Six 
Nations. 

"  Uncles,  Thirteen  Days  are  now  past  since  wc  have  recei' 
this  Belt  from  the  Onondaga  Council ;  I  do  not  doubt  your  knowli 
edge  of  it ;  They  exhorted  us  to  remember  old  Times,  when  they 
cloathcd  UK  with  a  Robe  reaching  down  to  our  Heels  ;  afterwards 
told  us,  to  raise  it  up  to  our  Knees,  and  there  to  make  it  very  fast, 
and  come  to  Ihcm  at  the  Head  of  Sus^iteAafuiaA,  where  they  had 
provided  a  Place  for  us  to  live  ;  that  ihcy  had  also  sent  a  Speech 
to  those  of  our  Nation  who  live  near  the  Afinnesinks,  inviting 
them  to  go  to  the  Place  by  them  appointed,  that  they  might  live 
with  us  ;  They  also  sent  us  a  Speech,  to  give  us  Notice  that  the 
English  and  French  were  upon  the  point  of  coming  to  an  En- 
gagement on  the  River  Ohio,  and  exhorted  us  to  do  nothing  tn 
that  Juncture,  but  what  was  reasonable ;  and  what  tliey  would 
tell  us  themselves  ;  lastly,  they  recommended  to  us,  to  keep  fast 
Hold  of  the  Chain  of  Friendship  which  has  so  long  subsisted  be- 
tween us  and  them,  and  our  Brethren  the  En^iiih. 

A  Belt. 

Then  the  Delawares  spoke  to  the  Shawanese  as  follows  :- 

"Grand-Sons,  by  this  Belt,  we  take  you  between  our  Anns,] 
and  fetch  you  away  from  the  Ohio,  where  you  now  are,  to  carrf] 
you  amongst  us,  that  you  may  live  where  we  live,  and  there  live] 
in  Peace  and  Quiet. 

The  Council  after  this  was  adjourned  to  the  next  Moming« 
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The  2ist.  We  assembled  very  early,  and  I  spoke  first  to 
the  Delatoarts  in  the  following  Marnier. 

"  Brethren,  By  jrour  open  and  generous,  Conduct  on  this  Occa- 
sion, You  have  made  yourselves  dearer  to  us  than  ever  ;  we  re- 
turn You  our  Thanks,  that  you  did  not  go  to  Venango,  when  the 
Frauh  first  invited  You  there  ;  their  treating  You  in  such  a 
childish  Miuiner,  as  we  perceive  they  do,  raises  in  us  a  just  and 
saong  Resentment.  They  call  You  their  Children,  and  speak  to 
You,  as  if  You  in  reality  were  Children,  and  had  no  more  Under, 
standing  than  such.  Weigh  well,  my  firelhren,  and  compare  all 
their  Discourse,  and  You  will  lind  that  all  it  lends  to,  is  to  tell 
You,  I  am  going  to  open  your  Eyes,  to  unstop  your  Ears,  and 
such  words,  to  no  Puq>ose,  and  only  proper  to  amuse  ChildrciL 
You  also  obser^'c  Brethren,  that  if  they  deliver  a  Speech,  or  make 
a  Promise,  and  confirm  it  by  a  Belt,  they  imagine  it  binds  them 
no  longer  than  they  think  it  consistent  with  their  Interest  to  stand 
to  it.  They  have  given  one  Example  of  it ;  and  I  will  make  Vou 
observe  ii,  in  ihe  Jump  which  they  say  they  have  made  over  the 
Boandarics,  which  you  had  set  them  ;  which  ought  to  stir  You 
up  my  Brethren,  to  just  Anger,  and  lead  you  to  embrace  the 
favourable  Opportunity  that  We  offer  You,  as  we  are  come  at  Your 
Request,  to  assist  You,  and  by  Means  of  which,  You  may  make 
then  Jump  back  again,  with  more  Speed  than  they  advanced. 

A  String  of    Wampum. 

The  French  are  continually  telling  You,  not  to  give  Heed  to  the 
iO  Reports  that  are  told  you  concerning  them  who  are  your 
Fathers.  If  they  did  not  know  in  their  very  Souls,  how  richly 
they  deserve  il  on  your  Account,  why  should  they  suspect  of  be- 
ing accused  ?  Why  should  they  forewarn  You  of  it,  to  hinder 
Yon  from  believing,  what  is  told  you  concerning  them  ?  As  to 
wbal  they  say  of  us,  our  Conduct  ulonc  will  answer  in  our  Behalf  ; 
Examine  the  Truth  yourselves  ;  You  know  the  Roads  leading  to 
exact  Habitations,  You  hare  lived  amongst  us,  You  can  speak  our 
Language ;  but  in  order  to  justify  ourselves  from  whatever  might 
be  said  against  us,  and  assure  You  of  our  brotherly  Love  ;  we 
once  more  invite  your  old  Men,  your  Wives  and  your  Children, 
to  take  Sanctuary  under  our  Protection,  and  between  our  Arms, 
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to  be  plentifully  fed,  whilst  your  Warriors  and  young  Men  jois 
with  ours,  and  espouse  togctlicr  the  common  Cause. 

A  StriDg  of  Wampum, 

Brethren,  we  th.ink  You  with  all  our  Hearts,  for  having  de- 
clared unto  us,  your  Resolution  of  accomplishing  the  Engage- 
ments which  You  had  entered  into,  at  the  Treaty  of  Laiit&n,  and 
we  can  do  no  otherwise  Ihan  praise  your  generous  Conduct  »-ilh 
Regard  to  your  Grand  Sons  the  Shawaneu ;  it  gives  us  infiniu; 
Pleasure.  | 

We  are  greatly  obliged  to  the  Council  given  You  by  Onondago, 
charging  You  to  hold  fast  the  Chain  of  Friendship  by  which  we 
are  bound  ;  1  dare  say,  that  had  he  known,  how  nearly  You  are 
interested  in  this  War,  or  that  it  is  for  the  Love  of  You,  and  at 
your  Request,  we  have  taken  up  Arms,  he  would  have  ordered 
you  to  dedare  and  to  act  immediately  against  the  Common 
£sumy  of  the  Six  Nations.  In  order  to  assure  you  of  my  Affec- 
tion, and  to  confirm  the  Truth  of  what  I  have  said,  I  present  >■ 
these  Titfo  great  Strings. 


After  this,  the  Council  broke  up,  and  those  treacherous 
Devils,  who  had  been  sent  by  the  French  as  Spies,  returned 
though  not  without  some  Tale  ready  prepared  to  amuse  the 
French,  which  may  be  of  Service  to  make  our  own  Designs 
succeed. 

As  they  had  told  me  there  were  Sixteen  Hundred  French, 
and  Seven  Hundred  Indians  on  their  March,  to  reinforce 
those  at  the  Garrison,  I  persuaded  the  Half-King  to  send 
three  of  his  Men  to  inquire  into  the  Truth  of  it,  though  1 
imagined  this  News  to  be  only  Soldiers'  Discourse;  these 
Indians  were  accordingly  sent  in  a  secret  Manner,  before  the 
Council  broke  up,  and  had  Orders  to  go  to  the  Fort,  and  in- 
form themselves  carefully  from  all  the  Indians  they  should 
meet,  and  if  there  was  any  News  worthy  of  the  trouble,  one 
of  them  should  return,  and  the  other  two  continue  their 
Rout  as  far  as  Venango  and  about  the  Lake,  in  order  to 
obtain  a  perfect  Knowledge  of  every  Thing. 

I   also   pcrswaded    King  Shin^iss  to  send   out   Rangers 
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towards  the  River,  to  bring  us  News,  in  case  any  French 
should  come :  I  gave  him  also  a  Letter,  which  he  was  to 
send  me  back  again  by  an  Express,  to  prevent  my  being 
imposed  upon  by  a  false  Alarm. 

Though  King  Shingiss,  and  other*  of  the  Delawares,  could 
not  be  persu.ided  to  retire  to  our  Camp,  with  their  Families, 
through  the  Fear  they  were  in  of  Onondago's  Council,  they 
nevertheless  gave  us  strong  Assurances  of  their  Assistance, 
and  directed  us  in  what  Manner  to  act,  in  order  to  obtain 
our  Desire ;  the  Method  was  this ;  we  were  to  prepare  a 
great  War-Belt,  to  invite  all  those  Warriors  who  would 
receive  it,  to  act  independently  of  their  King  and  Council ; 
and  King  Sfii/igiss  promised  to  take  privately  the  most  sub- 
tile  Method!!  to  make  the  Affair  success,  though  he  did  not 
dare  to  do  it  openly. 

The  very  Day  the  Council  broke  up.  I  perswaded  Kaqut- 
kuston,  a  trusty  DtUnmre.  to  carry  that  Letter  to  the  Fort 
which  the  French  Deserters  had  written  to  their  Comrades, 
and  gave  him  Instructions  how  he  should  behave  in  his 
ib«cr\-ation5,  upon  several  Articles  of  which  I  had  spoken 
'\tt  him  ;  for  I  am  certain  the  Fort  may  be  surprized,  as  the 
French  arc  encamped  outside,  and  cannot  keep  a  strict 
Guard,  by  Reason  of  the  Works  they  are  about. 

I  also  perswaded  George  another  trusty  Delaware,  to  go 
and  take  a  View  of  the  Fort,  a  little  after  Kaquekuston,  and 
gave  him  proper  Instructions,  recommending  him  particu- 
larly to  return  with  Speed,  that  we  might  have  fresh  News. 

Immediately  after  the  Council  was  over,  nothwithstand- 
ing  all  that  Mr.  Manlour  could  do  to  disswade  them,  the 
Dela-wares,  as  also  the  Half-King,  and  all  the  other  Imiians, 
returned  to  the  Great  Meadows ;  but  though  we  had  lost 
them,  I  still  had  Spies  of  our  own  People,  to  prevent  being 
surprised. 

As  1  was  told,  that  a  Belt  of  Wampum  and  a  Speech 
might  bring  us  back  both  the  Half-King  and  his  young 

en :  I  sent  the  following  Speech  by  Mr.  Croghan : — 
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"Tis  but  lately  since  we  were  assembled  together ;  we  were 
sent  here  by  your  Brother  the  (Jovcraor  of  Virginia^  at  your  own 
Request  in  Order  to  succour  yon,  and  light  for  your  Cause  ; 
wherefore  my  Brethren,  I  must  require  tliat  you  and  your  young 
Men  come  to  join  and  encamp  with  us,  that  we  may  be  ready  to^j 
receive  our  Brother  Monacatoocha,  whom  1  daily  expect ;  That'll 
this  Request  may  have  its  desired  Effect,  and  make  a  suitable 
Impression  upon  your  Minds  I  present  you  with  this  String  of 
Wampum. 


As  those  Indians,  who  were  Spies  sent  by  the  French 
were  very  inquisitive,  and  asked  us  many  Questions,  toj 
know  by  what  Way  we  proposed  to  go  to  the  Fort,  anc 
what  Time  we  expected  to  arrive  there :  I  left  off  working-^ 
any  further  at  the  Road,  and  told  them  as  we  intended  to 
keep  on  across  the  Woods  as  far  as  the  Fort,  fatting  the  i 
Trees,  &c.  that  we  were  waiting  here  for  the  Reinforceinentj 
which  was  coming  to  us,  our  Artillery,  and  our  Waggons  t< 
accompany  us  there  ;  but,  as  soon  as  they  were  gone,  i  setij 
about  marking  out  and  clearing  a  Road  towards  Red  Stone. 

The  25th.  Towards  Night  came  three  Men  from  the! 
Great  Meadows,  amongst  whom  was  the  Son  of  Queen 
Aliquippa.  He  brought  me  a  Letter  from  Mr.  Croghan,  in. 
forming  me  what  Pains  he  was  at  to  pcrswade  any  Indians 
to  come  to  us;  that  in  truth  the  Ilal/'Kingvcis  inclined  and 
was  preparing  to  join  us,  but  had  received  a  Blow  which 
was  a  Hindrance  to  it.  I  thought  it  proper  to  send  Captain  j 
Montour  to  Fort  Necessity,  in  order  to  try  if  he  could  pos 
sibly,  gain  the  Indians  to  come  to  us. 

The  26th.     Arrived  an  Indian,  bringing  News  that  Mona 
eateocka  had  burnt  his  village,  (Loiston)  and  was  gone  by] 
Water  with  his  People  to  Red-Stone,  and  might  be  exiK-ctcd 
there  in  two  Days.      This  Indian  passed  close  by  the  Fort, 
and  assures  us,  that  the  French  had  received  no  reinforce-^ 
ment,  except  a  small  number  of  Indians,  who  had  killed,  as 
he  said,  two  or  three  of  the  Delawares.     I  did  not  fail  to 
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relate  that  Piece  of  News  to  the  Indians  in  its  proper  Col- 
ours, and  particularly  to  two  of  the  Delawares  who  are  here. 
The  27th.  Detached  Ctptain  Lewis,  Lieutenant  ll^a^- 
vfmer,  and  Ensign  Mercer,  two  Serjeants,  two  Corporals, 
one  Drummer,  and  Sixty  Men,  to  Endeavour  to  clear  a 
Road,  to  the  Mouth  of  Red-Stone-Creek  on  Monaungahcla. 


Tlie  yntriui,  M  prlattd  in  the  Pr/Hi  tht  F^ti  cnda  abruptly  with  the  entry 

■  OQ  the  37tb.     On  Iho  aSlh  Mackay  n-ith  the  company  from  South  Can>- 

'  Bm*  joioiod  Wtshinglon.  bot  hcuiog  that  the  i^anUon  al  Duqueine  had  been 

i^Btofiecd,  m  covkcil  o(  war  determined  upon  »   rclrcai — a  niCMure  of   no 

Bttto  dificnllf  (krough  Ibe  want  of  bone)  to  cany  the  gum.  piovLsionK.  ud 

[cBupMores.    The  entire  labor  involved  fell  upon  the  Virginia  troopi,  thoae  of 

'  SonA  Carolina  holding  aloof  and  rcfuiinjf  iq  auiiii.     On  July  i*l  ibe  Great 

Meadows  wvte  rcacheil  aiid  livrc  n  halt  wa»  exiled  lu  allow  ihe  ucaty  troops  tu 

RSt  Hu)  to  allow  teinfoioecaents  lo  come  up,  for  tbe  New  Yorl:  companies  after 

"  MMCCoantable  delay  "  were  repotted  to  be  tt  AlexoJidrU  and  about  to  miuch 

ifMikeOUo. 

H«antiDic  the  ganlioo  at  Duijuetne  had  reccivnl  additions,  and  Coulon  do 
I  villieis,  a  brother  of  Jumunville.  had  arrived  from  Montreal  with  a  large  force 
l«(  iBdian*.  It  wai  at  once  determined  to  "  avenge  Ibe  murder  of  Jumonvitle  " 
I  and  attack  the  Englah  wbelber  found  on  loil  claimed  by  the  French  or  on 
I  ttnitory  that  wax  Eitgljih  beyond  any  donbi.  The  puty  imdet  the  command 
\tt  VltUerK  letebed  Red  Stone  CreeJc  on  June  30lh,  and  on  July  3d  the  camp  at 
I  Cicl'a  ao  tcccetlf  abandoned  by  WiuhinKton.  Krorn  Ilie  Indian  scouts  lbs 
IJicwitiaii  «(  the  Engtiih  wai  sood  deteimtned.  and  on  the  next  day  the  two 
liorce*  B>cL  Wtshingtoo  had  made  a  imall  trench  for  protection,  but  it  proved 
Iflf  litlla  ierrlc«  ai  his  men  were  exposed  lo  a  croiviite  from  the  French  and 
What  followed  is  best  told  in  Ibe  language  of  Govr.  Dinwiddie  : 
**  Inmcdhuely  they  [the  French]  appeared  in  sight  of  our  oimp.  and  fiicd  at 
I  ev  pMtde  at  a  peat  dittance,  which  did  no  harm.  Our  tmall  forces  were 
I  sp  ia  (ood  order  lo  receive  Ihem  before  their  entrenchments,  but  did  not 
1  tbeir  firrt  fire,  reserving  it  till  (hey  came  nigher.  The  enemy  advanced 
I  brcculariy  within  60  yard*  of  out  forces,  and  then  made  a  tecond  ditcharge, 
ajnid  obicTvitig  they  did  not  intend  to  attack  them  in  open  field,  they  retired 
l-willun  their  trenches,  and  reierred  their  fire,  thinking  from  their  numbers  they 
I'Wtnikl  force  thcit  trcnchei,  but  finding  they  made  no  allenipt  of  ibis  kind,  the 
|>C«Joa«t  gave  orders  lo  oar  people  to  lire  on  the  enemy,  which  they  did  with 
■I  broknesa,  and  the  officers  declare  this  engagement  continued  from  11 
till  S  o'clock  at  night,  they  being  without  aheltcr,  rainy  weather,  and 
\  Ikdi  trencbei  lo  the  knee  in  water,  whcm«  the  Krcncb  were  sbetieKd  at)  round 
t  amp  by  trees ;  from  thence  they  gulled  our  people  all  the  lime  aa  above. 
Dl  B  o'clock  >I  night  the  French  called  out  to  parley  ;  our  people  roiatruat- 
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Ing  Ihcir  ibccrity.  from  their  nurobcn  «nd  oibcr  niJvanUfei.  retia«d  il.  At  j 
iMt  [hey  detlied  fui^  to  teixl  ui  aA'icer  tliiil  could  »p«itk  Ficnch,  aod  ihey  (>ve  ' 
their  parole  for  his  ule  return  to  Iheiii,  on  which  the  Comiuiader  tcnl  !<•« 
offioen  to  whom  they  gave  Iheir  prapouti.  .  .  .  From  our  few  niunbcn 
knd  OUT  hid  i^iluation.  ihcf  weie  glnd  \a  accept  of  ihctn  ;  olhcrwayi  were  dcter- 
minsd  to  lose  tlieir  livn  mher  Ihftii  bt  tnkcn  prisoiicrK  I'hc  atit  moralag  • 
party  from  the  French  came  and  look  pouenion  of  our  encampment,  and  0«r 
people  inarched  oS  with  colon  llying  and  beat  of  drom  :  but  there  appeared  t 
froih  parly  of  loo  Indians  to  join  llie  French,  who  galled  Our  pcvplc  mnch.  and 
with  difSeulty  were  re*tinined  from  attacking  them  ;  howfer,  ihey  pilfered  ow 
people's  baggage,  and  at  the  beginning  of  Ihe  engagement  the  French  killed  all 
■he  horses,  cftllle  and  live  creatures  they  saw,  no  that  out  forces  were  obliged  ta 
carry  o5  the  wounded  men  ati  Iheir  backs  to  some  distance  fiom  [he  place  of 
the  engagement,  where  they  left  them  with  a  sunnl :  the  tcacdly  of  piovUioiu 
made  them  make  quick  marches  to  get  among  the  inhabitants  which  waa  about 
60  milct  of  bad  toad." — 7a  Ikt  Lords  of  Tmde,  yuiy  */,  /7J^  ■ 

When  the  French  proposed  the  parley  there  were  bnt  two  men  in  the  EngJidH 
camp  acquainted  with  the  language — Peytoney,  wlio  was  badly  wounded,  and 
V'anbmam,  who  was  sent  to  complete  the  capitulalion.     It  is  certain  thai  Van* 
braam  blundered  seriously  in  his  interpretation  of  the  articles,  and  probably 
through  ignorance.     The  following  ate  the  articles  as  sij^ed  : 

"  Comme  notre  intention  n'a  jamais  i!te  de  trouMet  la  patx  et  la  bonne  I 
monie  qui   rcgnoit  entre  les  deux   Princes  amis,  mais  seulement  de  nng 
rossassin  qui  a  ^tc  fait  sui  un  de  nos  officicrs.  porleur  d'une  sommation,  et  1 
ion  eicorie.  comme  (Liusi  d'empccher  aucun  jtablissement  sur  let  terres  du  Red 
mon  Mall  re. 

"  A  cet  considerations,  nous  vouIoub  bien  accorder  grace  i  lous  tci  Ai^letl 
qui  sont  dans  ledit  fort,  aun  conditions  ce.oprfs. 

"  ARTtCLK  I.     Nous  accordons  au  commandant  Anglais  de  se  re[iret  av 
toute  sa  gamison.  pour  s'en  retourner  piisiblement  dans  son  pays,  el  lui  | 
meltons  d'emp&het  qu'il  lui  soil  fait  oucune  insulte  par  nos  Ftutfois.  ec 
maintenir,  au[ant  qu'il  sera  en  notte  pouvoir.  Vnn  les  sauvages  qui  sont  avet ' 
nout. 

"  Art.  n.    n  lui  <era  petmis  de  sortir.  el  d'eniporter  tout  ce  qui  leur  NH^H 
parliendra.  A  I'exccption  de  I'arlillcrie,  que  nous  nous  rcservoni.  ^^ 

"  AKT.  III.     Que  nous  leur  accordons  les  honiieurs  de  Ix  guerre;   qu*ill 
sortiront  tambour  battant  avec  une  petite  piice  de  canon,  voulant  bien  p*t-ll_ 
leur  prouver  que  nous  les  trailous  en  amis. 

"  Akt.  IV.  Que  ai't6t  les  arlidcs  sign^s  de  part  et  d'aulre,  ill  am^nereat  1 
pavilion  Anglais. 

"  Art.  V.     Que  demain  i  la  poinle  du  jour,  un  dAachment  Franfois  ti*  1 
deliler  la  gamiion  et  prendre  possession  dudil  fort. 

"  AaT.  VI.  Que  comme  les  Anglolsn'ont  presque  plusde  chevani  ni  bmf 
<U  seront  libres  dc  nieHre  leurs  cffets  en  cache,  poor  venir  eherchcr  lorsqu'B 
auront  rejoin!  des  chevaus ;  ils  pourroni  i  celte  fin  laisser  des  gardiens.  en  I 
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ibK  qa^  vondiant,  am  condiiioni  qu'iU  ^noeiont  parole  d'hannear  ile  n« 
plis  nrnrailkr  i  ascua  AabluMBcni  dans  ce  l!eti-cl,  n!  (n  dcfi  ilr  U  hnutniT 
■Jw  lerres.' 

"  AtT.  \1I.  Qvecociinclei  AagtoUont  ea  I«nr  pouvoir  un  ofTicicr,  dcui 
odcti,  <t  j^iinleRient  let  pritOMBlen  qv'ili  nniii  ont  falU  A\at  I'lAvniMtnst  Oa 
Siesr  de  JwDMarilk,  el  qa'ilj  ptometlmt  dp  le»  envoyer  avec  unTegirde  ju»- 
qa*«n  Foit  D«q«e$ae,  *iliie  lur  l>  Belle-Rivijn ;  et  que  pour  sQiete  de  cd 
ultd«,  Binil  q«c  dc  ce  rraitif,  Mcstn.  Jacob  Vanbnam  et  Kolicrl  Stolio.  (ous 
dmz  Gspitaina.  sous  ■eront  reml*  «ii  otage  josqu'l  I'airiWe  il«  not  Frao^iou  et 
O—ffieai  ridawii  aeM)oita&.'* 

NoBi  tien*  «b1IsB0M  de  Mire  e6i^  1  donner  etcorte  poui  ratnenei  en  iQrei^ 
lei  deox  ofiicicraqai  iioni  pmnwtteal  noa  Frsnfoiadaiudevx  moU  etdeni  pout 
feptas  Uid. 

Tbc  xlsilKton  and  oontnci  eonlained  in  ecrulo  of  iheM  aiticlta  could 
Ivdlj  (vl  (o  dtipJcsie  the  English  wben  Ihey  were  pabluhed,  and  Ihe  entire 
'bkne  was  laid  upon  Vanbnun.  Dtnwiddie  v-cnt  to  (ai  at  to  denounce  him 
a*  a  **  pokrcoa,  and  tho^h  an  olficer  with  lu.  thcj  tay  he  ha*  joined  Ihe 
FiEBdi.''  Om  of  Ua  feUoir  officcn.  Adan  Stephen,  at«o  Intimalei  evil  inltn- 
licMS  on  the  part  of  tlie  Dwicb  interpreter ;  but  his  deicriplion  of  Ihe  eondittoni 
nder  vUdt  tbe  aitidei  were  read—'"  it  rained  to  hard,  that  he  could  not  giie 
at  a  vritien  traoalation  of  ihem  ;  we  could  acarcely  keiep  the  candle  llghied  to 
read  Uiem  by  "—certainty  aflonb  vnne  excuse  (or  a  miiappreheniion  on  the 
part  tA  the  beaicrt.  VUllerv  boated  thai  he  had  made  the  Enclith  admit 
"ifalli  nnia  BToienI  Fait  aa  auaaHQ  dans  le  camp  d«  mon  fr^,"  bat  both 
Mackay  mtA  Stephen  imisled  thit  Ibe  «rord  auanJDatloii  had  not  been  read  to 
ihcm  br  Vanbraaxn. 

After  tbe  Frencb  j^venuncnt  had  publiihed  the  Pritit  dtt  Fait),  Ihe  atten- 
ttMi  ol  Watbington  wai  called  to  the  aiticlei  of  capiiuUtion  and  his  Journal  u 
|>riai«d  in  thai  volnme.    He  then  wroic  a*  fotlowi ; 

"  I  an  really  aorrr,  that  I  have  it  not  in  my  power  to  answer  your  request  in 
a  BOM  «aliafaetoey  manaer.  If  you  had  faroped  tnc-  *rilh  the  joumot  a  few 
d^  aooiwr,  t  wo«lil  have  examined  It  carelully,  and  endeavoured  to  point  out 

Mch  crran  aa  might  coadnce  lo  your  dm,  my  adranli^,  and  the  public  ntu> 

hclion ;  bnt  now  it  is  out  of  my  pow«i. 
"I  had  no  lime  lo  make  any  remark*  upon  that  piece,  which  ta  called  my 

iwatl.    The  cDcloacd  ate  obseivalkini  on  the  French  nolcv     They  are  of  no 

«ttonw*eparatcd,  sot  will  they,  Ibclieve.be  of  any  to  you  ;  yet  1  tend  them 

iMoiaectcd  and  incoherent  at  ihey  ii'crc  taken,  for  I  have  no  opponitnily  to 

wamthcn. 

'  In  a  copy  anumf  the  Waahtn|[ton  papers  ihU  ankle  ended  wkh  Ihe  woidi 
PcaluH  one  ansee  k  compter  d«  ce  joui."    Theie  wurdi  also  OCCUT  lit  ths 

*^J  IhM  wa»  tent  to  tbe  Gonetnor  ol  Penniytvania.    Of  the  condition  they  im. 

P^*«d  DiBwiddlc  wld  that  U  applied  only  to  the  (orcci  left  with  theii  bue^nee 
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"  In  regard  to  the  journal.  [  cm  only  obterve  ingenertil.  that  I  kept  no  r«g^- 
Inr  onR  ducine  that  cipedilion :  rough  minulei  of  oecumncet  I  cenklnly  took, 
and  dnd  tlicm  a»  certainly  and  tiniu(;cly  mclAinorphi»<d  ;  tome  juits  left  out, 
which  I  remember  were  enlered,  and  many  things  added  thai  never  were 
thought  of :  ihc  nnmci  ai  men  and  thinfit  ccrc|[iouxly  mucalJed  ;  and  the  whole 
of  what  I  K3W  l^iigli&Iieil  u  very  incorrect  and  nonwnaiiaJ :  yt\,  t  will  not  pre- 
tend to  &ay  that  ilie  little  body,  who  brought  it  to  me,  hai  n»l  made  a  literal 
mn&laiion,  an<l  a  goo<]  one 

"  Short  aB  my  lime  in,  t  cannot  help  remarking;  on  Villion'  account  ol  the 
battle  of,  and  mnsaclions  at,  the  Meadowi,  ai  it  i*  very  extraordinary,  and  not 
leu  erroneous  than  inconiislent.  lie  layi  the  French  received  the  firat  fira.  It 
is  well  known,  iliat  we  received  it  at  tii  liimdred  pacct'  iliitlaincc.  He  also  (xyi, 
our  fears  obliged  us  to  retnrat  in  a  meal  disorderly  manner  after  ihc'cspiiula- 
lion.  How  is  this  consistent  with  his  other  account?  He  acknowtcit|;c»,  that 
we  suEtaincd  the  attack  warmly  from  ten  in  the  morning  until  dark,  and  that  he 
oJled  first  lo  parley,  which  strongly  indicatei  that  we  were  not  totally  abtotbed 
(n  fear.  If  the  gentleman  in  hi)  eceonnl  bad  adhered  to  the  truth,  he  moit 
have  Gonfesscil,  Iliat  wc  looked  upon  his  offer  to  parley  ah  an  ailifico  to  get  into 
and  einmine  our  trenches,  and  refused  on  this  account,  until  they  de&ired  an 
olllcer  might  be  sent  lo  ihcm,  and  gave  their  parole  for  his  sifc  return.  He 
might  also,  if  he  had  been  as  great  a  lover  of  the  truth  as  he  was  of  vainglory, 
have  said,  that  we  absuiulrly  refused  their  tint  and  second  propoiaU.  and 
wottld  consent  to  capitulate  on  no  other  terms  than  such  as  we  obtained.  That 
wo  were  wilfully,  or  igiioraiitiy,  deceived  by  our  interpreter  in  regard  lo  the 
word  aiSassinatioH,  1  do  aver,  and  will  lo  my  dying  moment ;  so  will  every  of- 
ficer that  was  present.  The  interpreter  was  n  Dutchman,  little  acquainted 
with  the  English  tongue,  ilicrefore  might  not  advert  to  the  lone  and  meaning  of 
Ihe  word  in  English  ;  but,  whatever  hi«  motives  were  for  so  doing,  certain  it  it, 
he  called  it  the  death,  or  the  hti,  of  Sieur  Jumonville.  So  we  received  and  W 
we  understood  it,  until,  to  our  great  surprise  and  mortification,  we  found  it 
otherwise  in  a  literal  traaslalion. 

'*  That  we  left  our  biiggage  and  horses  at  the  Meadows  is  certain  ;  that  there 
was  not  even  a  povisiliilil)-  (o  bring  them  away  is  e'lually  certain,  as  we  had 
every  horse  belonging  to  the  camp  killed  or  taken  away  during  the  actioo  :  *o 
that  it  was  impracticable  lo  bring  any  thing  off,  that  our  shoulders  were  not 
able  lo  bear  :  and  lo  wail  there  was  impossible,  for  We  hail  scarce  ihrew  iltp' 
provisions,  and  were  seventy  miles  from  a  supply ;  yet,  to  say  we  came  ofl  pre- 
cipitately is  absolutely  false  ;  notwithstanding  they  did,  contrary  to  aillcles, 
tuRer  their  Indians  to  pillage  our  baggage,  and  commit  all  kiiidtof  trrcEntalilf. 
we  were  with  them  until  ten  o'clock  the  ne»t  day ;  we  deattoyed  our  powder 
and  other  stores,  nny.  even  our  private  baggage,  to  prevent  its  falling  into  tbeii 
hands,  as  we  couid  not  bring  it  off.  When  we  had  gol  about  a  mile  from  tlic 
place  of  action,  we  missed  two  or  ihiee  of  the  wounded,  and  sent  a  party  bad 
to  bring  them  up ;  Ibis  is  the  party  he  speaks  of.  We  brought  them  all  utfe 
off,  and  encamped  within  three  miles  of  the  Meadows.     These  arc  citcum- 
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.  I  tUnk.  Ilut  nak«  it  evtdcnil/  cUu,  that  we  wcr«  not  very  appre- 
be*n*e  of  ilnfeT.  The  colon  he  spetki  of  as  le{l  wcrealniEc  flaj^of  ImmenBC 
cU«  and  vdgbt ;  am  itglRicntal  colon  were  l>raught  olT  anil  arc  now  in  my 
pBaiTiioQ.  Tbtii  cucooatde*,  and  boaslcd  clemency,  musi  appeal  in  the  moti 
kdktovt  li^t  to  ever;  coaindenle  pcnoo,  who  rcvU  Villicn'  journal  -  tiich 
prcpaiatlona  (or  an  attack,  tnch  vl|;or  and  intrepidity  aa  be  prclcnils  to  bav» 
coodBclvil  hii  siaich  with,  luch  rcvm^  ai  by  hii  own  account  appeared  in  bis 
•Hade,  comideied,  tt  will  hardly  be  Ihoughi  that  compasrioti  waa  hit  motive 
ro«  eajling  a  parky.  But  to  uira  up  the  whol*.  Mr.  Villicn  p«yi  himiwlf  no 
(Tcit  compliment  in  laying,  we  were  sttuclt  with  a  panic  when  matten  werv 
adjiutcd.  Wc  ivrely  coatd  not  be  afraid  without  cauic.  and  if  we  had  cau«e 
ifl«T  cafkituJation,  ll  wa«  a  rdtecllon  npon  himtclf." 

In  Anpul  a  f^ll  account  of  this  enea^ment  wai  laid  before  the  Honte  of 
BugMMK,  and  a  vote  of  thanki  wat  pven  to  WaahiniEtoa  and  hla  oflkcr* — the 
U«ta(  of  ih*  tcglmcix  and  Captain  Vanbrsara  nceplid,  the  former  (or  coward. 
IOC  tbe  latter  for  hb  Uundei  in  leading  Woihington  lo  lign  the  capilaktian 
conlainiDji;  «ich  awkward  admitsioni.  Further,  a  pixlole  wa*  ^ntnTett  lo  evcrr 
priTM*  in  lh«  tn|;ai;;cniCDl.  Tho  Uiaok*  ol  tb«  offieon  were  cunvFytd  by 
Waahi^fton.  bat  it  wax  a  lubjectof  movtification  to  them  that  the  governor  de- 
djaed  lo  cany  ovt  the  Mipulalioat  of  the  article  entered  inio  «-iih  the  French. 
t>iBwl(ldte  gave  the  (oHowing  leaton  fox  hiji  acliuii  ia  a  lelicr  to  (he  Board  of 
Trade :  "  The  French,  after  the  capilnlaljon  enleied  inio  with  Colonel  Waih- 
iBCton,  toolc  eleht  of  our  people,  and  eipoied  Ihcm  to  talc,  and,  iniHins  there- 
of, acnt  IhcBi  priaooen  to  Canada.  On  hearing  of  this,  I  detained  the  teven- 
uen  priiaaen.  th«  officen,  and  iwo  codeti,  u  I  am  of  opinion,  after  Ihey  were 
in  my  c*ilody,  Waahlnpon  could  not  cncat^  (ot  their  being  ictnnicd.  t  liavo 
onlersd  *  flag  ol  Itnoc  to  bo  aent  to  the  French,  oflering  the  relum  of  their  offi- 
cer and  the  two  udeti  (ot  the  two  hosUca  they  have  of  oun."  Thit  eoune  of 
peocaading  wm  nol  Hiilable  to  the  principle*  of  honor  and  lennc  of  equity  cn> 
Icitainad  by  Coloool  Wuhinglon,  but  lie  had  no  fuilher  control  of  the  affair. 

Mr.  Sperb  nys  Vonbraam  never  returned  to  Virginia :  but  the  editor  at  the 
Ohr^iJJit  Faftrt  wriln  that  "  he  wa>  i<;alned  in  captivity  until  the  surrender 
of  Moatieal  in  Sept.  1760.  when  he  rctuincd  to  Virginia.  Hii  serricei  were 
recognitcd  in  tbe  aUaUnenl  by  CcorKe  Wuhineton.  u  Commiuioncr  of  Vir- 
ginia, of  9,000  acrca  of  knd  in  1771  ;  ami  in  July  14,  t777,  he  wai  made  MajOf 
of  tfao  }0(b  battaKoo  o(  Ihc  Goth  Foot  or  Royal  Americans  then  stationed  in  the 
Weil  \'ni3t%,"—Dinu4Jdir  Paftn,  i.,  p.  51,  nole.  The  Virginia  CauUtoa 
Novsnber  8lb,  l^f>o,  aAnounoed  the  arrival  in  town  of  Capt.  Vanbnam. 

Tbe  Indian  account  of  then  engagirmenls  differs  lomewhal  from  that 
first  given,  but  was  told  by  Scarroyada  in  December,  1754.  tn  brief  it 
was  aa  follows:  Thai  the  governor  of  Virginia  sent  to  the  Half-King  by 
CapL  Trent  a  belt  of  wampioni  with  a  hatchel  in  it,  Ihus  inviting  the 
Indinu  to  join  ia  tbe  war  againil  the  French.  "When  ve  got  it  we  put 
ii  Into  a  privntc  pocket  oo  the  intide  of  our  garment.  It  lay  ne*t  to  onr 
b^wau.  A*  w«  wcie  on  the  road  going  to  council  with  our  brethren,  a 
conpuiy  of  French,  in  nnmber  thitly-ooe,  overtook  o*  and  desired  nt  logo  and 
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couRcU  with  them  ;  and  when  we  ie(m«d  they  pulled  va  hy  the  arm  andaJmMt 
sl>lp])e>l  Ihe  chain  of  covenani  from  ofl  W,  but  «lill  I  would  t>allcr  none  to  p> 
vith  ihnn,  Wc  thought  to  hare  |^i  before  them  but  ihey  puswl  ua,  and 
when  we  taw  they  endeavored  lo  break  the  chain  of  fricndshtpIpuUcdlhiabelt 
oat  ot  my  pocket  and  looked  at  it  and  uw  there  ihlh  hatchet,  and  ihea  weal 
and  told  Col.  Waihington  o[  Ibeoe  thirly-one  Fienchmen  and  we  and  a  few  of 
«or  brothers  fought  with  them.  Ten  were  kilied  and  twenty-one  wet^  taken 
alive  whom  we  detiveicd  to  Col.  Waahlngton,  I«lling  him  that  we  had  blooded 
the  edge  of  his  bntchet  ■  littlo. 

"  Davison '  «aid  he  wu  in  the  action  and  that  there  were  but  eight  Indiana 
who  did  most  of  the  eieculion  that  wan  done.  Col.  WMhiiigion  and  lh«  Half- 
King  diSercd  much  in  judgment,  and  on  Ihe  Colonel's  itfuiing  to  lake  hia  ad< 
vice  the  Kngliih  and  Indians  separated.  After  which  the  Indiant  diKOTCtcd 
the  French  in  an  hollow  end  hid  ihemaelvea,  lying  on  their  bellica  behind  a 
hill ;  afteiwarda  they  discovered  CijI.  WiKhing^on  on  the  oppotitc  ride  of  (h« 
hollow  in  the  gray  ot  the  morning,  and  when  the  Engliih  fired,  which  they  did 
tit  great  confusion,  the  Indians  came  out  of  Ihcii  cover  and  cloteil  with  Ihe 
French  and  killed  them  with  ihdr  tum.iliawkiL,  on  which  Ihe  French  mr- 
lendeted." 

"  The  Half-King  complained  very  much  of  the  behavionr  of  Cd.  Waahtng^ 
ton  to  him  (tlio'  in  a  very  nioderate  w»y.  aayin^;  ihc  Col.  was  «  f^ood-nalnttd 
man  but  had  no  eipcrionce],  saying  that  he  took  upon  him  lo  command  the 
Indians  ai  his  slaves,  and  would  have  them  every  day  u;>on  the  out  scout  and 
allack  the  enemy  hy  ihemselves,  and  that  he  would  by  no  means  take  advioa 
from  the  Indians ;  that  he  lay  at  one  place  from  one  full  moon  to  the  other 
and  made  no  foTlifi cations  al  all,  but  that  little  thing  upon  the  Meadow,  where 
he  thought  the  French  would  come  up  to  him  in  open  tietd ;  that  had  be  lakes 
(he  Half-King't  advice  and  made  such  fortifieaiioni  as  the  Hall-King  adviaed 
him  to  make  he  would  certainly  have  heat  the  French  off;  that  [he  Frcttcb 
had  acted  as  great  cowards,  and  (he  English  as  fools  in  that  engagement ;  that 
he  (the  Half-King)  had  utricd  off  his  wife  and  children  so  did  other  I&dtans 
before  Ihe  battle  begun,  because  Col,  Washington  would  never  lintel)  to  them, 
hut  was  always  driving  them  on  to  fight  by  his  directions." —  WHsti't  jMmat. 

TO    WILLIAM    FAIRFAX.' 

Alexandsu,  II  August, 

HoNBLE.  Sir, 

Since  my  last  to  you,  I  have  received,  by  Mr.  SpUt- 
dorph,  the  letter  therein  alluded  to,  of  the  ist  Inst. 

'  An  interpreter. 

'  William  Fairfax  was  the  son  of  Henty  Fairfox,  of  Yorkshire.  England,  and 
grandson  of  Thomas  the  fourth  Lord  Fairfax.  His  father  died  when  he  wa* 
young,  and  lie  wai  educlled  under  ihe  care  of  his  uude,  Lord  Lonsdale.     At 
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the  contents  of  which  are  nearly  the  same  with  the  other 
received  from  the  Governour  four  days  before  dated 
the  3d  tnst.    The  following  is  an  exact  copy  of  it. 

Um  ■£>  of  iwcnlj-oDc  he  entered  llic  aimy,  and  beived  in  Spain.  He  went  >bo 
to  Ibe  Eftst  Indict,  and  aftec  hu  return  cneiged  in  the  eipeiHition  a{;>ii»>i  Prov- 
Idancc  Ivluul,  at  Ihu  itme  (n  po«i«sU<ni  of  the  pitaiei.  He  wu  appointed 
governoc  o\  tlie  IiUnd,  after  ill  reduction,  and  married,  in  1714.  the  daughtci 
of  Tboinu  Walker,  ft  major  in  the  army,  who  had  accompanied  Ihc  tipedltion, 
and  received  the  appotnliDeni  of  chief  juMice  of  the  Bahama  Ulandu,  Tlie  cli- 
■nta  not  aiming  with  the  health  of  Mr.  t'airlax.  he  reinoTe<!  loKcw  £n£Un<1. 
wberc  be  rciided.  hi>ldine  an  office  of  considenble  irmt  and  emolumcni,  lill  he 
waa  dcalred  \»j  hiK  klniman.  Lord  Fairfax,  (o  remove  10  Vircinia,  and  become 
the  agent  foe  manaciDj;  iiit  large  tract  of  iandii  iu  that  colony.  His  fint  reU' 
dcBce  wax  \a  Wesimoretand  ooanty,  whetc  he  remained  several  years ;  but  he 
afterwards  estabfisbcd  himself  at  Bclroir,  on  the  Potomac  Kivcr,  ■  liltl*  bdow 
Mount  Vcraoa. 

Ge^rgi  Witham  was  educated  in  England.  On  hii  lelum  to  Virelnlft  h* 
nwricd  ibc  daughter  of  Colonel  Cary,  of  [lampion,  became  oneof  hiaMajMty'a 
CovBcS.  and  rttsded  at  BcWuii  till  ihc  year  i;73,  when,  tome  tslaiet  in  Votk- 
lUic  hcriiig  devolted  to  him.  he  went  to  England.  The  political  trcuhlca, 
wUdi  foUaw«d,  induced  him  10  remain.  Pail  of  hit  pri>[ierly  in  Virginia  was 
■eq«c«teie<l.  by  which  his  income  wat  reduced,  and  he  removed  to  Hath,  in 
EncbAd,  where  helivtd  in  a  private  manner,  and  during  the  war  coniiilmt«>J 
growowsly  to  ih«  relief  of  ilie  American  priionerf.  He  died  at  Bath,  on  the 
3d  of  April,  17S7,  b)  111*  sixty-third  year  of  hit  age.  Thamat,  the  tecond  son, 
was  an  oSc«r  i*  (be  navy,  and  was  killed  in  the  East  Indies,  oit  board  the  ship 
of  w«r,  Harvii<k,  ia  an  action  with  the  French  squaditiD.  26  June,  174C. 
Ammt,  the  Bldetl  daogblci  of  William  Fairfax,  was  married  to  Lawrence  Wosh- 
iagtoM,  and,  ftfle*  the  dcub  of  her  hnsbtnd.  she  wu  married  a  teoond  time.  In 
C«o«go  Lee  of  Vir|>inia.  Stmi,  the  tecund  •Uii|-htGr,  v/at,  married  to  John 
Culyle.  a  merclunt  ol  Alcaandria.  Bryan,  the  third  son,  who  oftetvvatds  be- 
cane  the  eighth  Lord  Fairfoi.  tnorried  a  diuEhlcr  of  Wilson  Cory,  and  lived  at 
a  plan  called  TowImod,  in  Fairfax  county.  He  hail  two  son*.  Thomas  and 
FUfiBndo.  aad  two  danghicn.  As  GetTrge  William  Fairfax,  who  died  in 
ytt***^.  bud  no  children,  he  beciuealhed  his  estates  in  Virginia  to  Ferdinando. 
ttiB  iccood  loo  of  his  youngest  am!  only  surviving  bmlher.  Ifit/iam.  the 
fonrtll  ■on  of  William  Fairfax,  n-os  educated  in  England.  He  entered  the 
anay.  uftd  wa*  killed  at  the  famoqi  siege  of  Quebec.  He  was  a  young  man  of 
mudi  proenbe.  It  Is  related,  that  when  General  Wolfe  had  landed,  he  taw  young 
Fairlu  silling  near  ihc  bank  of  the  river,  and,  touching  him  on  the  iliouldcr. 
aaid,  "  Vnong  man,  when  we  come  to  action  remember  your  name."  llnntiak, 
ibe  yoBugtl  cfcUd,  was  married  10  Warner  Wathinj^ton,  cnusin-^ermon  to  Ccn- 
cial  Wasbinglon. — Bttmaby'*  Tiavth  in  Ammta,  3d  edition,  p.  159. — Sfarit. 
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"The  Coancil  met  ycHterday,  and,  considering  the  pTetient  state 
of  our  forces,  and  having  resKon  to  think  that  the  French  will  be 
reinforced  next  spring,  it  was  resolved,  that  the  forces  should  im- 
mediately march  over  the  Allegany  mountains,  cither  lo  dispossess 
the  French  of  llieir  fort,  or  build  one  in  a  proper  place,  that  rosy 
be  hxed  upon  by  a  council  of  war.  Colonel  Innes  has  roy  orders 
for  executing  the  above  affair.  1  am,  therefore,  now  lo  order  you 
to  get  your  regiment  completed  to  three  hundred  men,  and  i 
have  no  doubt,  that  you  will  be  able  to  enlist  what  yoo  are 
deficient  of  your  number  very  soon,  and  march  directly  to  Will's 
Creek  to  join  the  other  forces  ;  and,  that  there  may  be  no  delay, 
I  order  you  to  march  what  companies  you  have  complete,  and 
leave  orders  with  the  officers  remaining  (o  follow  you,  as  soon  as 
they  shall  have  enlisted  men  sufficient  to  make  up  their  companies. 
You  know  the  season  of  the  year  calls  for  despatch.  I  depend 
upon  your  former  usual  diligence  and  spirit  lo  encourage  your 
people  to  be  aciive  on  this  occasion.  Consult  with  Major  Carlyle 
what  ammunition  which  may  be  wanted,  that  I  may  send  it  up 
Immediately.  I  trust  much  to  your  diligence  and  despatch  la 
getting  your  regiment  to  Will's  Creek  as  soon  as  possible. 

"Colonel  Innes  will  consult  you  in  the  appointajeni  of  officers 
for  your  regiment.  Fray  consider,  if  practicable,  that,  to  send  a 
party  of  Indians  &c  to  destroy  the  com  at  the  fort  and  Logstowa 
would  be  of  great  service  to  us,  and  a  considerable  disappoint- 
ment to  the  enemy.  I  can  say  no  mote,  but  to  press  the  despatch 
of  your  regiment  to  Will's  Creek,  and  that  success  may  attend  our 
arms  and  just  expedition,  is  the  sincere  desire  of,  sir,  yours  &c." ' 

Thus,  Sir,  you  will  see  I  am  ordered,  with  the  ut- 
most despatch,  to  repair  to  Will's  Creek  with  the 


'  While  Wasliiiiglon  wu  encimpsd  at  tbe  Giexl  Mcadon-i,  Mr.  Fairfax  tntXit 
to  him  :  "  1  will  not  doubt  your  having  public  prayers  in  the  camp,  etpeciallj 
when  the  Indian  families  are  our  guests,  thai  they,  seeing  your  ptain  mannernr 
worsliip.  may  liave  tlicii  curiosity  excited  lo  be  informed  wby  vr<^  do  not  us«  the 
ceremonies  of  the  French,  which  being  well  explained  t4  their  undcHCandiBci 
will  more  and  more  dispose  them  to  receive  our  baptism,  and  unite  in  alrict 
bond*  of  cotdiai  friendship." 
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regiment ;  to  do  which,  under  the  present  circum- 
stances, is  as  impracticable,  as  it  is  (as  far  as  1  can 
see  into  the  thing)  to  dispossess  the  French  of  their 
fort ;  both  of  which,  with  our  means,  are  morally  im- 
possible. 

The  Governor  observes,  that,  considering  the  state 
of  our  forces  at  present,  it  is  thought  advisable  to 
move  out  immediately  to  dispossess  the  French.  Now 
that  very  reason,  "  the  state  of  our  forces,"  is  alone 
sufficiently  opposed  to  the  measure,  without  a  large 
addition  to  them.  Consider,  I  pray  you,  Sir,  under 
what  unhappy  circumstances  the  men  at  present  are  ; 
and  theirnumbcrs,  compared  with  those  of  the  enemy, 
are  so  inconsiderable,  that  we  should  be  harassed  and 
drove  from  place  to  place  at  their  pleasure.  And  to 
what  end  would  the  building  of  a  fort  be,  unless  we 
could  proceed  as  far  as  Red-stone,  where  we  should 
have  to  take  water,  and  where  the  enemy  can  come 
with  their  artillery,  &c,  I  cannot  see,  unless  it  be  to 
secure  a  retreat,  which  we  should  have  no  occasion 
for,  were  we  to  go  out  in  proper  force  and  properly 
provided,  which  I  aver  cannot  be  done  this  fall ;  for, 
before  our  force  can  be  collected,  with  proper  stores 
of  provisions,  ammunition,  working-tools,  &c.,  it  would 
bring  on  a  season  in  which  horses  cannot  travel  over 
the  moimtains  on  account  of  snows,  want  of  forage, 
slipperiness  of  the  roads,  high  waters,  &c.  Neither 
can  men,  unused  to  that  life,  live  there,  without  some 
other  defence  from  the  weather  than  tents.  This  I 
know  of  my  own  knowledge,  as  I  was  out  last  winter 
from  the  ist  of  November  till  some  time  in  January ; 
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and  notwithstanding  I  had  a  good  tent,  was  as  prop* 
eriy  prepared,  and  as  well  guarded,  in  ever)'  respect, 
as  I  could  be  against  the  weather,  yet  the  cold  was 
so  intense,  that  it  was  scarcely  supportable.  I  be- 
lieve, out  of  the  five  or  six  men  that  went  with  me, 
three  of  them,  though  they  were  as  well  clad  as  they 
could  be,  were  rendered  useless  by  the  frost,  and  were 
obliged  to  be  left  upon  the  road. 

But  the  impossibility  of  supporting  us  with  pro- 
visions is  alone  sufficient  to  discourage  the  attempt ; 
for,  were  commissaries  with  sufficient  funds  to  set 
about  procuring  provisions,  and  getting  them  out,  it 
is  not  probable  that  enough  can  be  conveyed  out  this 
fall  to  support  us  through  the  winter  ;  for  you  are  to 
consider,  Sir,  as  I  before  observed,  that  the  snows  and 
hard  frosts  set  in  very  early  upon  those  mountains; 
and,  as  they  are  in  many  places  almost  inaccessible 
at  all  times,  it  is  then  more  than  horses  can  do  to 
clambor  up  them.  But  allow  that  they  could,  for 
want  of  provender  they  will  become  weak  and  die 
upon  the  road,  as  ours  did.  though  we  carried  com 
with  us  for  that  purpose,  and  purchased  from  place 
to  place.  This  reason  holds  good,  also,  against 
driving  out  live  stock,  which,  if  it  could  be  done, 
would  save  some  thousands  of  horse  loads,  that  might 
be  employed  in  carrying  flour,  which  alone,  (not  to 
mention  ammunition,  tools,  &c)  we  shall  find  will  re- 
quire more  horses,  than  at  this  present  moment  can 
be  procured  with  our  means. 

His  Honor  also  asks,  whether  it  is  practicable  to 
destroy  the  corn  at  the  fort  and  at  Logstown  ?    At 
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this  question  I  am  a  little  surprised,  when  it  is  known 
we  must  pass  the  French  fort  and  the  Ohio  to  get  to 
Logstown  ;  and  how  this  can  be  done  with  inferior 

^numbers,  under  the  disadvantages  we  labor,  I  see 
not ;  and,  of  the  ground  to  hope,  we  may  engage  a 
sufficient  party  of  Indians  for  this  undertaking,  I  have 
no  information,  nor  have  I  any  conception  ;  for  it  is 
well  known,  that  notwithstanding  the  expresses,  that 
the  Indians  sent  to  one  another,  and  all  the  pains 
that  Montour  and  Croghan  (who,  by  vainly  boasting 
of  their  interest  with  the  Indians,  involved  the  country 
in  great  calamity,  by  causing  dependence  to  be  placed 
where  there  was  none,)  could  take,  never  could  induce 
above  thirty  fighting  men  to  join  us,  and  not  more 
than  one  half  of  those  serviceable  upon  any  occasion.' 
I  could  make  many  other  remarks  equally  true  and 
pertinent ;  but  to  you.  Sir,  who,  I  am  sensible,  have 
acquired  a  pretty  good  knowledge  of  the  countrj-,  and 
who  see  the  difficulties  that  we  labor  under  in  getting 
proper  necessaries,  even  at  Winchester,  it  is  needless. 
Therefore  1  shall  only  add  some  of  the  difficulties, 
which  wc  are  particularly  subjected  to  in  the  Vir- 
ginia regiment.  And  to  begin,  Sir,  you  are  sensible 
of  the  sufferings  our  soldiers  underwent  in  the  last  at- 

Ltempt,  (in  a  good  season)  to  take  possession  of  the 
Fork  of  the  Allegany  and  Monongahela.  You  also 
saw  the  disorders  those  sufTcrings  produced  among 


'  "  Mr.  WuhiagtOM  had  many  of  the  Indian*  ivilh  him  :  bat  I  obtetve  (hexe 
l.prople  remain  unadlTV  liU  ilicy  vn  liuw  aHuln  gn.  and  grncially  (pcaltlng  xid« 
tllli  Ibe  Coaqnetofs,  thai  in  m;  opinion  liill«  dep«nd«uoe  it  to  be  pal  io  them." 
-IXHwUdU  Ar  Hamillam.  July  31.  1754. 
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them  at  Winchester  after  they  returned.  They  are 
yet  fresh  in  their  memories,  and  have  an  irritable  ef- 
fect. Through  the  indiscretion  of  Mr.  Splitdorph. 
they  got  some  intimation  that  they  were  again  ordered 
out,  and  it  immediately  occasioned  a  general  clamour, 
and  caused  six  men  to  desert  last  night.  This,  we 
expect,  will  be  the  consequence  every  night,  except 
prevented  by  close  confinement. 

In  the  next  place,  I  have  orders  to  complete  my 
regiment,  and  not  a  6d.  is  sent  for  thai  purpose.  Can 
it  be  imagined,  that  subjects  fit  for  this  purpose,  who 
have  been  so  much  impressed  with,  and  alarmed  at,  ^ 
our  want  of  provisions,  (which  was  a  main  objection-^ 
to  enlisting  before,)  will  more  readily  engage  now 
without  money,  than  they  did  before  with  it  ?  We 
were  then  from  the  ist  of  February  till  the  ist  of 
May,  and  could  not  complete  our  three  hundred  men 
by  forty;  and  the  officers  suflTered  so  much  by  having 
their  recruiting  expenses  withheld,  that  they  unani- 
mously refuse  to  engage  in  that  duty  again,  without 
they  are  refunded  for  the  past,  and  a  sufficient  allow- 
ance made  them  in  future.  I  have  in  the  next  place 
(to  show  the  state  of  the  regiment)  sent  you  a  report 
by  which  you  will  perceive  what  great  deficiencies 
there  are  of  men,  arms,  tents,  kettles,  screws  (which 
was  a  fatal  want  before),  bayonets,  cartouch-boxes, 
&C.,  &c.  Again,  were  our  men  ever  so  willing  logo, 
for  want  of  the  proper  necessaries  of  life  they  are  un- 
able to  do  it.  The  chief  part  are  almost  naked,  and 
scarcely  a  man  has  either  shoes,  stockings,  or  hat. 
These  things  the  merchants  will  not  credit  them  for. 
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The  country  has  made  no  provision ;  they  have  not 
money  themselves ;  and  it  cannot  be  expected,  that 
the  officers  will  engage  for  them  again,  personally, 
having  suffered  greatly  already  on  this  head  ;  espe- 
cially, now,  when  we  have  all  the  reason  in  the  world 
to  believe,  they  will  desert  whenever  they  have  an 
opportunity.  There  is  not  a  man  that  has  a  blanket 
to  secure  him  from  cold  or  wet.  Ammunition  is  a 
material  article,  and  that  is  to  come  from  Williams- 
burg, or  wherever  the  governor  can  procure  it.  An 
account  must  be  first  sent  of  the  quantity  which  is 
wanted ;  this,  added  to  the  carriage  up.  with  the 
necessary  tools,  &c.,  that  must  be  had,  as  well  as  the 
time  of  bringing  them  round,  will.  I  believe,  advance 
us  into  that  season,  when  it  is  usual,  in  more  mod- 
crate  climates,  to  retreat  Into  winter-quarters,  but 
here,  with  us,  to  begin  a  campaign/ 

The  promises  of  those  traders,  who  offer  to  con- 
, — ^ 

P  ^  TlicM  was  K  initiindenundins  between  ih«  eovemor  ftnd  ibe  Houne  o( 
r  pMfcfii.  which  picvcaicd  any  ippro|)ri*ilon  o(  money  at  iliit  jun(;iutc.  It 
It  had  becH  >  cnaton  id  roim«r  limes,  that  when  the  j^overnot  signed  a  palent  Cor 
^^^d,  he  ihoatd  receive  a  fee  of  a  piitole  (about  $3.60)  for  every  inch  xignatuie, 
HBftldi  wa»a  pen|Bbjle  of  hit  office.  This  fee  bad  bern  revived  by  Governor 
DiBwiddie,  bal  the  IIovk  o(  Burgruei  considered  il  an  onerous  exaclioo.  and 
deterauiMd  lo  ruiit  it.  Ai  the  gcrvemor  refused  to  sign  palenii  nn  any  other 
tavnu.  ill*  Biuceuc*  had  the  year  Lefore  pas^e'l  Eomti  spirited  resolves,  and 
■eni  ui  aBtMt  I0  Eosland  with  a  petition  to  the  King't  Council,  that  thi>  custom 
might  be  abolithed.  The  aijenl  wu  Ceyton  Randolph,  then  Atiorney-(jciier«l 
o(  Virpnia,  and  atici*ird«  PreaidenI  of  th«  Sral  American  Congrnt.  While 
be  «■*  ab>«nt,  lh«  governor  wrote  to  a  corropondent  in  England  :  "  I  have 
had  a  great  de«1  of  trouble  and  uneaiincBi  from  (he  (actioui  ctiiipiitM  and 
riolcst  baati  of  a  no«t  !ni|iailenl  Iroubletome  pnrty  here,  in  regard  lo  Ihat  litljr 
lee  of  a  piMote  :  they  arc  very  full  of  the  luccen  of  iheir  occnl.  which  I  give 
inall  BMicc  10. "  The  Allomey-Ccneial  iclurned,  without  (tlccting  hit  whole 
object,  but  ihe  Board  of  Trade  made  new  regulation*,  by  which  relief  wu 
aSorded  in  certaia  casa,  and  the  fee  wai  prohibited  ncepl  where  the  quantity 
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tract  for  large  quantities  of  flour,  are  not  to  be  de 
pf-nded  upon  ;  a  most  flagrant  instance  of  which  w( 
experienced  in  Croghan,  who  was  under  obligation  to^ 
Major  Carlyle  for  the  delivery  of  this  article  in  a  cer- 
tain time,  and  who  was  an  eyewitness  to  our  wants; 
yet  had  the  assurance,  during  our  sufferings,  to  tan- 
talize us,  and  boast  of  the  quantity  he  could  furnish, 
as  he  did  of  the  number  of  horses  he  could  com- 
mand. Notwithstanding,  we  were  equally  disap-' 
pointed  of  these  also;  for  out  of  two  hundred  head 
he  had  contracted  for,  we  never  had  above  twent)'* 
five  employed  in  bringing  the  (lour  that  was  engaged 
for  the  camp ;  and  even  this,  small  as  the  quantity 
was,  did  not  arrive  within  a  month  of  the  time  it  wa 
to  have  been  delivered. 

Another  thing  worthy  of  consideration,  is,  that  if 
we  depend  on  Indian  assistance,  we  must  have  a  large' 
quantity  of  proper  Indian  goods  to  reward  their  ser- 
vices, and  make  them  presents.      It  is  by  this  means 

of  land  patenlcd  was  mote  ihtin  one  hundred  ai:its,~Jftinial  a/  ikt  Hnur*/ 
Sitrgtiiti  for  Navtmhtr,  1753. 

The  agent's  eipcn&ek  were  Iwo  thousand  live  hundred  pounds.  The  goremM 
refused  lo  Siinclion  sny  bill  (or  llieit  paymenl.  Piqued  by  this  obstinucj,  the 
Houic  of  Itu(g»&es  aliixed  the  amouiil  lo  a  bill  for  tniiinglwenlir  lliomind 
pounds  for  his  Mnjeiiy's  icrviee.  Eiiunlly  indignanl  nt  ihii  presumption,  the 
governor  seiil  bauk  ibe  bill  wilhoul  his  signature,  and  protogued  lite  A&scmMy 
(or  six  weeks.  Thus  no  supplies  vrere  gmnted,  and  the  governor  wa^  induced 
to  write  thai  "there  appeared  lo  him  An  infatuation  in  all  the  Assemblieii  in  thu 
part  of  ihe  world."  The  treasurer  of  cite  colony  had  already  paid  llie  agent  bf 
order  of  the  Assembly,  wilhoul  any  special  gnnl.  which  was  no  doubt  a  hi^ 
diirnpect  to  the  Governor  and  Council.  In  giving  an  account  of  this  affair  lo 
Governor  Sharpe  of  Maryland,  Governor  Dinwiddie  says :  "  I  am  now  per- 
suaded that  no  expedition  can  be  conducted  here  with  dependence  on  Americui 
Avtrmbties ;  and  I  have  written  lo  ihat  purpose  borne,  and  propose  a  BritUli 
act  of  Parliunienl  lo  compel  the  subjects  here  to  obedience  lo  his  Majesty'* 
conHDOnds,  and  to  protect  iheu  property  from  the  insults  of  the  FTCDch.** 
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alone,  that  the  French  command  such  an  interest 
among  them,  and  that  we  had  so  few.  This,  with  the 
scarcity  of  provisions,  was  proverbial ;  would  induce 
them  to  ask,  when  they  were  to  join  us,  if  we  meant 
to  starve  them  as  well  as  ourselves.  But  I  will  have 
done,  and  only  add  assurances  of  the  regard  and  af- 
fection with  which  I  am,  &c, 


TO   GOVERNOR    DIN'WIDDIE. 

ALSXAKDMA,  30  AugnsI,  I7S4. 

HoNBLE.  Sir, 

Mr.  Peyroney,  soliciting  for  leave  to  attend  the 
Assembly,  hoping  to  have  some  allowance  made  for 
his  loss  of  cloathes  &c,  which  he  sustained  in  com- 
mon with  us  all,  and  being  not  thoroughly  cured  of 
his  wounds,"  which  has  hitherto  rendered  him  unfit 
for  duty,  I  thought  it  proper  to  indulge  him  in  this 
request  and  he  now  comes  for  these  purposes  afore- 
said. By  him  I  again  take  the  liberty  of  recommend- 
ing to  your  Honor  the  g[real  necessity  there  is  of  a 
regulation  in  the  soldiers'  pay,  and  that  a  deduction  be 
made  for  the  country  to  furnish  them  with  cloathes ; 
otherwise  ihey  never  will  be  fit  for  service.  They 
are  now  naked,  and  can't  get  credit  even  for  a  hat,  and 
are  tcazing  the  officers  every  day  to  furnish  them 
with  these  and  other  necessaries.  Another  thing, 
which  should  be  fixed  indisputably,  is  the  law  we  are 
to  be  guided  by,  whether  martial  or  military.  If  the 
former,  I  must  beg  the  favour  of  your  Honour  to 
give  me  some  written  orders  and  indemnification ; 


'  Received  in  (he  action  «(  Fort  Neceatitjr  U  the  Great  Me*do»i. 


134 


THE  WRITINGS  OF 


['7S< 


Otherwise  [I]  cannot  give  my  assent  (as  I  am  liable] 
for  all    the    proceedings)    to    any   judgment  of  thel 
martial  court,  that  touches  the  life  of  a  soldier  ;  tha' 
at  this  time  there  is  absolute  necessity  for  it.  as  the      i 
soldiers   are   deserting    constantly,    and    yesterday,H 
while  we  were  at  church,  25  of  them  collected,  and 
were  going  off  in  the  face  of  their  officers,  but  wcre^ 
stopped  and  imprisoned  before  the  plot  came  to  its^| 
full  height.      Colonel  Innes  did  not  fill  up  any  com- 
missions for  the  Virginia  regiment,  which  has  given 
those  that  were  entitled  to  promotion  some  uneasiness. 
His  reasons  were,  it  would  be  unnecessary  expense  to 
the  country,  till  there  were  orders  to    recruit;  but 
this,  I  think,  should  not  have  been  considered,  whilst^J 
it  is  remembered  how  small  encouragement  is  shown 
them  upon  ever>'  occasion.      Another  motive,  which, 
I  believe,  served  to  prevent  it.  was  his  dislike  to  the 
tenour  of  the  commission,  which  savoured  so  much 
of  the  militia.     He  told  me  he  would  send  down  an-^f 
other  for  your  approbation,  and  Colonel  Fairfax  has 
also  taken  another,  both  of  which  is  greatly  prefer- 
able to  those  by  which  we  act.    And  here  I  must  beg 
leave  to  acquaint  your  Honour,  that  the  one  you  sent 
me  is  not  signed.    The  officers  are  uneasy  about  thcirS 
pay,  and  think  it  hard  to  be  kept  out  of  it  so  long. 
They  hope  your  Honour  will  order  that  the  dates  of 
their  commissions  be  from  the  vacancy's  that  happened, 
of  which  I  have  enclosed  a  list  for  [your]  information,^^ 
hoping  with  them,  your  Honour  will  be  kind  enough 
to  fill  them  up  yourself,  and  send  such  commissions 
as  were  sent  for  precedents.     Mr.  West,  lieutenant 
of  Vanbraam's  company,  has  resigned  his  commission. 
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which  I  herewith  send.  I  also  enclose  a  list  of  medi- 
cioes,  which  the  doctor  desires  may  be  procured  for 
the  use  of  the  regiment.  He  solicits  much  for  a 
mate,  and  I  believe  it  necessary,  as  he  often  has  more 
business  than  he  can  well  manage,  [if]  there  were  a 
Iai|[e  detachment  sent  upon  duty,  it  would  be  impru- 
dent to  go  without  the  surgeon.  If  your  Honour 
should  think  proper  to  promote  Mr.  Peyroney,  we 
shall  be  at  a  loss  for  a  good  disciplinarian  to  do  adju- 
tant's duty,  which  requires  a  perfect  knowledge  of  all 
the  kinds  of  duty.  I  should,  therefore,  take  it  ex- 
tremely kind,  if  you  would  be  pleased  to  confer  the 
office  upon  Mr.  Frazier,  whom  I  think  I  can  fully  an- 
swer for,  let  his  former  conduct  have  been  what  it  will. 
We  have  catch'd  two  deserters,  which  I  keep  im- 
prisoned till  I  receive  your  Honor's  answer  how  far 
the  martial  law  may  be  extended,  and  it  is  necessary 
that  an  example  be  made  of  some,  for  warning  to 
others ;  for  there  is  scarce  a  night,  or  an  opportun- 
ity, but  what  some  or  other  are  deserting,  often  two, 
or  three,  or  four  at  a  time.  We  always  advertise  and 
pursue  them  as  quickly  as  possible,  but  seldom  to  any 
purpose.  The  expenses  attending  this  will  fall  heavy 
upon  the  country  while  this  spirit  prevails.    I  am,  &c. 


^ 


TO  GOVERNOR    DINWIDDIE. 

Albxandria,  3isI  Aug'l.  1754. 


Hon'ble  Sir  : 

The  bearer  hereof,  Mr.  Wright,'  discovering  an 
Inclination  to  the  Art  Military,  and  having,  in  some 
Measure,  made  it  his  Study,  I  have  taken  the  liberty 
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to  recommend  htm  to  your  Honour  for  one  of  the 
Vacancy's  in  the  Virginia  regiment ;  this  I  do,  with 
more  assurance  of  succeeding,  as  Mr,  Wright's  Char- 
acter for  good  Sense  and  Sobriety  will  render  him 
worthy  the  favor  you  may  please  to  confer,  and  I 
dare  venture  to  say,  he  will  endeavor  to  deserve. 

Yesterday  Mr.  Peyroney  set  off  from  this,  who  F 
hope  will  also  meet  with  your  Honour's  approbation 
and  indulgence,  as  his  behaviour  has  merited  a  re- 
ward from  his  Country  (such  he  looks  upon  this  to 
be).  Mr.  Campbell  arrlv'd  Yesterday,  after  appoint- 
ing the  Musters  for  the  Northern  Neck.  I  was  not 
a  little  surprised  to  hear  him  say  he  was  to  have  the 
Half  of  my  Salary,  especially  when  he  at  the  same 
time  gave  me  to  understand  he  expected  it  was  the 
half  of  the  ^"o,  exclusive  of  the  £,ya  which  he  has 
for  his  two  County's,  which  is  near  a  third  of  what  1 
get  for  the  whole  1 1  Countys — a  great  disproportion 
this.  I  hope  your  Honour  gave  Mr.  Campbell  no 
room  to  expect  this,  for  I  think  it  exceeding  hard 
that  I  shou'd  give  so  much  more  for  a  deputy  than 
others,  especially  when  the  duty  is  much  easier.  For 
the  Middle  district,  which  has  lo  Countys,  Muse 
gives  but  ^40.  Colo.  Thornton  gives  yet  less  for 
his,  while  I,  by  Mr.  Campbell's  account,  is  to  give 
£,(>%  or  at  any  Rate  ^ja  I  hope,  if  your  Honour  is ' 
kind  enough  to  continue  me  in  that  office.  You  will 
not  oblige  me  to  give  such  an  exorbitant  allowance 
to  a  Person,  who  by  all  acc't.  knows  nothing  of  the 
duty  he  has  undertaken.  I  can  get  a  Person  whom 
I  have  taken  great  pains  myself  to  teach,  and  who  is 


•7S4l 


GEORGE  WASHINGTON. 


'37 


perfectly  acquainted  with  every  part  of  the  Service, 
to  do  the  duty  of  the  whole  for  the  same  that  others 
give,  and  I  shou'd  be  very  glad  for  the  sake  of  having 
the  Countys  kept  in  tolerable  discipline,  and  for  the 
favour  of  obliging  me,  your  Honour,  wou'd  indulge 
me  in  this,  as  I  will  engage  it  shall  turn  more  to  the 
Public  advantage,  whose  Interest  I  am  certain  from 
well  founded  Reasons,  you  espouse,  preferable  to 
that  of  private.  I  must  again  mention  Mr.  Frazier 
as  a  person  we  shall  much  need  if  Mr.  Peyroney  is 
promoted,  as  I  hope  he  will  [be]. 


TO  COLONEL   WILLIAM    FITZHUGH. 

■  S  November,  1754.' 

Dear  Sir, 

I  was  favored  with  your  letter  from  Rousley  Hall, 
of  the  4th  instant    It  demands  my  best  acknowledg- 

'  WImd  Ibe  AvemUj  met  in  October,  they  ^nintcd  IwenCy  thousand  poandi 
for  ibe  public  cii|-CBdc«,  and  the  pnsrnor  recsivcd  from  En^Uii<l  ten  llinuwinil 
poand*  ttcrUng  in  tpcdc.  with  th«  prasnue  of  ten  ihoutmd  mcTr.  and  two  thou- 
Boid  fir«3niu.  Thereupon  he  retolTed  to  enlarge  the  knny  to  ten  contpinioL,  oi 
tide  hwixbed  «en  cacli,  aiKl  to  nrdacn  them  all  to  Indqicitctent  Com[<inin,  by 
whkfa  ibetc  would  be  oo  ollicct  in  th«  Virginia  rcgtmcoc  aboic  the  rank  of 
k  ea|iulit.  Tkii  etpedlenl.  he  tuppoud.  would  remedy  the  dilEculty  aboat 
coMMaad.  Waabinglon  acoordincly  resided,  m  h*  would  not  accept  a  lower 
oiMMiwiow,  Ihaa  Ibe  one  he  had  held.  Refnttne  to  the  reiignitioa  Thomai 
Pan  wtMC :  "  I  aoi  ooncemcd  to  find  Colonel  Waihlnglon't  conduct  to  impru- 
dwt,"— /'nMiyfn-4,.  11.,  tjj. 

HcMnitme  GoTertKir  Sluupe,  of  Blaryknd.  had  rcccircd  the  Kingi  commit 
titam  M  inniMiin-liii  in  iMiif  of  all  1)io  f<iri:n  cnKafotl  a|>iiinkl  ihe  French.  Colo- 
net  FttAo^  WW  to  hare  the  comnund  of  the  armjr,  dutii>[;  Omeral  Sli.irjw'i 
;  Ib  vUdttj;  the  mjlkiaiy  poili.  and  in  eaeculing  hii  official  dulict  ai  goT. 
Knowinf;  the  value  ol  Colon^  Wathiticton'i  vipcriencc  and  leputaikin, 
Ae  ooBdunder-in-cfaicf  wished  to  bring  him  back  lo  the  icrrioe  ;  and,  (o  cSect 
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ments  for  the  particular  marks  of  esteem  you  have 
expressed  therein,  and  for  the  kind  assurances  of  his 
Excellency  Governor  Sharpe's  good  wishes  towards 
me.  I  also  thank  you,  and  sincerely,  Sir,  for  your 
friendly  intention  of  making  my  situation  easy,  if  I 
return  to  the  service  ;  and  do  not  doubt,  could  I  sub- 
mit to  the  terms,  that  I  should  be  as  happy  under 
your  command  in  the  absence  of  the  General,  as  un-  1 
der  any  gentleman's  whatever.  But  I  think  the  distfl 
parity  between  the  present  offer  of  a  company  and 
my  former  rank  too  great,  to  expect  any  real  satisfac*  I 
tion  or  enjoyment  in  a  corps,  where  I  once  did, 
or  thought  I  had  a  right  to,  command ;  even  if  his 
Excellency  had  power  to  suspend  the  orders  received 
in  the  Secretary  of  War's  letter;  which,  by  the  by,  I 
am  very  far  from  thinking  he  either  has,  or  will 
attempt  to  do,  without  fuller  instructions  than  I 
believe  he  has ;  especially,  too,  as  there  has  been 
representation  of  this  matter  by  Governour  Dinwid- 
dle, and,  I  believe,  the  Assembly  of  this  State.  We 
have  advices  that  it  was  received  before  Demmarree 
obtained  his  letter. 

All   that    I   presume  the  General  can  do,   is,  ti 
prevent  the  different  corps  from  interfering,  which 
will  occasion  the  duty  to  be  done  by  corps,  insteai 


J 


■hii  object.  Colonel  Tilihugh  wroU  him  a  letler.  in  which  he  tried  Ihe  fore* 

of  itfgumciit  and  persuasion.  "  I  am  confulenl."  he  observes.  "  ihal  the  Gen- 
enl  has  a  very  grcal  icgard  for  yuu.  and  will  by  eveij  citciimstancc  ia  hi* 
power  make  you  very  happy.  For  my  part,  I  shall  be  eilremely  (ond  of  you 
continuing  in  llic  service,  and  would  advise  you  by  no  means  to  quit  it.  In  re- 
gard to  the  Independent  Companies,  they  will  in  no  shape  interfere  with  you. 
u  jou  wll!  hold  your  pn!,l  during  theii  couliniuince  here,  and,  when  the  regi- 
iMot  ii  reduced,  nrill  have  u  sepmate  duty." 


% 
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of  detachments  ;  a  very  inconvenient  way,  as  is  found 
by  experience' 

You  make  mention  in  your  letter  of  my  continuing 
in  the  service,  and  retaining  my  colonel's  commis- 
sion. This  idea  has  filled  me  with  surprise ;  for,  if 
you  think  me  capable  of  holding  a  commission,  that 
has  neither  rank  or  emolument  annexed  to  it,  you 
must  entertain  a  very  contemptible  opinion  of  my 
weakness,  and  believe  me  to  be  more  empty  than 
the  commission  itself. 

Besides,  Sir,  if  I  had  time,  I  could  enumerate  many 
good  reasons,  that  forbid  all  thoughts  of  my  return- 
ing ;  and  which  to  you,  or  any  other,  would,  upon 
the  strictest  scrutiny,  appear  to  be  well  founded.  I 
must  be  reduced  to  a  very  low  command,  and  sub- 
jected to  that  of  many,  who  have  acted  as  my  inferior 
officers.  In  short,  every  captain,  bearing  the  King's 
commission,  every  half-pay  officer,  or  others  appear- 
ing with  such  commission,  would  rank  before  me. 
For  these  reasons  I  choose  to  submit  to  the  loss  of 
health,  which  I  have,  however,  already  sustained, 
(not  to  mention  the  effects,)  and  the  fatigue  I  have 
undergone  in  our  first  efforts,  than  subject  myself  to 
the  same  inconveniences,  and  run  the  risk  of  a  second 
disappointment 


'  llul  H,  die  Independent  end  Colonial  campuiia  moil  >lw«yi  ftcl  >ep>ratel7, 
■ad  nol  ia  coocol  liy  clcuclnncnta  fr«ni  cich.  The  mciinvcniinca  o\  ibit 
i^ethod  »M  p««««d  in  the  chc  oC  CaptEin  Mackay.  (ircviniaUy  to  the  battle 
of  Ute  Gml  Meulaiw*.  Colonel  Innei).  at  Wlll't  Creek,  eontiived  lo  keep  up  > 
■oouaal  ooBmand,  bjr  acting  nodcr  two  comminjont.  hu  oM  ono  Irum  the 
KiaK  recdved  itt  the  (omer  war.  and  hii  new  one  from  GovetnoT  DJnwiddie^ 
lo  each  of  which  be  *|)pcale<l  u  occasion  ie<inited. — Sfiirii, 
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I  shall  have  the  consolation  of  knowing,  that  I  have 
opened  the  way.  when  the  smallness  of  our  numbers 
exposed  us  to  the  attacks  of  a  superior  enemy  ;  that 
I  have  hitherto  stood  the  heat  and  brunt  of  the  day, 
and  escaped  untouched  in  time  of  extreme  danger ; 
and  that  I  have  the  thanks  of  my  country,  for  the 
services  I  have  rendered  it. 

It  shall  not  sleep  in  silence,  my  having  received 
information  that  those  peremptory  orders  from  home, 
which  you  say  could  not  be  dispensed  with,  for  re- 
ducing the  regiments  into  Independent  Companies, 
were  generated,  hatched  and  brought  from  Will's 
Creek.  Ingenuous  treatment  and  plain  dealing  F 
at  least  expected."  It  is  to  be  hoped  the  project 
will  answer ;  it  shall  meet  with  my  acquiescence  in 
every  thing  except  personal  services.  I  herewith 
enclose  Governour  Sharpe's  letter,  which  I  beg  you 
will  return  to  him,  with  my  acknowledgments  for  the 
favour  he  intended  me.  Assure  him.  Sir,  as  you 
truly  may,  of  my  reluctance  to  quit  the  service,  and 
of  the  pleasure  I  should  have  received  In  attending 
his  fortunes.  Also  inform  him,  that  it  was  to  obey 
the  call  of  honour,  and  the  advice  of  my  friends,  I 
^declined  it,  and  not  to  gratify  any  desire  I  had  to 

'  There  U  no  evidence  of  any  unfair  purpose  in  (his  milta  of  rcditciag  lit 
Mglnenl.  and  tliereby  iltrowlng  oui  tlic  higher  ofHccn.  Govemot  Dinwidfit 
wnte  lo  the  Kxil  of  Holifu,  on  the  351I1  of  October  :  "  A*  Iheie  lw««  bMO 
•ome  dirpules  l>clween  the  rcgulim,  and  the  oHi<;en  appointed  by  me.  I  *n 
DOW  delcrmined  In  ri^duce  out  regiment  into  Independent  Companies,  to  thai 
from  out  foicei  there  will  be  no  other  dislinguisljed  nlHi-'ec  .tliuvt  a.  i-aptiin." 
He  a.fterw&rds  suked  llinl  blank  commissions  be  tent  to  him  wlilch  would  pUce 
Ihe  officers  on  an  equality.  In  this  he  could  uige  the  Cuthagena  expetlitiiio 
iu  ft  precedent. 
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leave  the  military  Hne.     My  inclinations  are  strongly 
bent  to  arms. 

The  length  of  this,  and  the  small  room  I  have  left, 
tdl  me  how  necessary  it  is  to  conclude  ;  which  I  will 
do,  as  you  always  shall  find 

Truly  and  sincerely  your  most  humble  servant 


TO   ROBERT   OttME. 

MouMT  Vsaxox,  15  Uucb.  1755. 
Sift, 

1  was  not  favored  with  your  polite  letter,  of  the 
id  inst.  until  yesterday  ;  acquainting  me  with  the 
notice  his  Excellency,  General  Braddock,'  is  pleased 
to  honor  me  with,  by  kindly  inviting  me  to  become 

'CcttSMl  Brtddodc  Unded  ft)  Virginia,  u  eommuider^in-chief  of  iJI  ibc 
•iHuir  'orcn  >t>  Nortfa  Anivrio,  on  the  aolli  oJ  Kcbruniy. 

TlM  foUotring  order  of  ih«  King,  diied  at  St.  Jsmn's,  November  t>th. 
■7(4,  rexpccun|2  tbc  nnk  of  colomal  oi&ccn.  trai  broughl  out  by  General 
Bnddock: 

"  All  IroofM  (erring  by  comauuion  signed  bj  ni.  or  bjr  our  general  com> 
ir—y^'**];  in  chief  in  Notth  America,  tholl  lake  rank  before  all  ttoopi.  whiclt 
nu7  MrvG  bjr  cmamlwion  from  any  of  the  covetnnni,  lieulenanl  or  ilepiily  g^ov- 
craor*.  or  prcudeni  for  ihe  lime  being.  And  it  is  our  further  plcasuie,  that 
(be  ijcseni  and  field  ofiiccn  d  tlie  provincial  troopi  ihall  have  no  lank  with 
iIm  gcBsnl  md  Said  o&Ecn.  wb»  atne  by  commlulon  from  ui  ;  but  thai  all 
capuina  and  other  iaferior  olScen  of  out  fomu,  who  arc  or  may  be  employed 
la  Nonh  AmcticA,  are.  o«  all  detaduncDt*,  eonrti-martial,  and  other  duty, 
wtmeia  tbsy  may  b«  poised  villi  officer*  terring  by  commiulon  from  [he  gov- 
ettion.  lieBleoant  oe  deputy  govemon,  or  pmident  for  the  lime  being  of  Ihe 
Hid  prorlnccs,  to  oominand  and  take  pait  of  the  laid  provincial  officcii  of  the 
tika  nnk,  ibowgh  the  comtniMilnnii  of  ihc  taid  provincial  olheeni  of  like  rank 
■hoak)  be  o(  dder  date." 

Sine*  U»  Kalgnatlon  in  October.  Colonel  Waihington  had  remained  inactive 
U  Uimnt  Veraon.  General  flrail>liick.  knoviinj-  bit  value,  and  the  impoilance 
«l  "— t'*£  kit  *et*i<«a  to  the  expedition,  directed  Mr.  Orme,  hii  aid-d<-camp. 
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one  of  his  family  the  ensuing  campaign.  It  is  true, 
Sir.  that  I  have,  ever  since  I  declined  my  late 
command,  expressed  an  inclination  to  ser\'e  the  en 
suing  campaign  as  a  volunteer ;  and  this  inclina' 
tion  is  not  a  little  increased,  since  it  is  likely  to  be 
conducted  by  a  gentleman  of  the  General's  experi- 
ence. 

But,  besides  this,  and  the  laudable  desire  I  may 
have  to  serve,  with  my  best  abilities,  my  King  and 
country,  I  must  be  ingenuous  enough  to  confess,  that 
I  am  not  a  little  biassed  by  selfish  considerations. 
To  explain,  Sir.  I  wish  earnestly  to  attain  some 
knowledge  in  the  military  profession,  and.  believing 
a  more  favorable  opportunity  cannot  offer,  than  to 
serve  under  a  gentleman  of  General  Braddock'sl 
abilities  and  experience,  it  does,  as  you  may  reason- 
ably suppose,  not  a  little  contribute  to  influence  my 
choice.  But,  Sir.  as  I  have  taken  the  liberty  to  ex- 
press my  sentiments  so  freely,  I  shall  beg  your  1 
dulgence  while  I  add,  that  the  only  bar,  which  can 
check  me  in  the  pursuit  of  this  object,  is  the  incon*.. 


4 
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to  wriic  lu  him  llie  (cilluw[tig  letter,  proposing  an  expedient  by  which  the  chief 
Dbaticlct  would  be  removed. 

"  WlLLtAHSBUKO.  3  March.  IJSS- 

'■Sir. 

"  The  General,  having  been  intonned  that  you  eipresscd  tome  desiie  to  iniike 
ihe  campaign,  but  Ihu  you  •ieclineJ  it  upon  samt  diMgiceibleness  that  yon-^ 
thought  might  arise  from   the  regulation   of  command,   has  oidetecl  me   to 
Acquaint  you.  that  he  will  be  veiy  glad  of  yonc  company  in  his  family,  bf 
wliieh  all  inconveniences  of  tliat  kind  wilt  be  obviated. 

"  I  shall  think  myself  very  happy  tu  form  an  acquaintance  with  a  penon 
anivcrsolly  eslecmed.  and  ihall  use  every  opportunity  of  assuring  yuu  how  mach  ] 
1  am.  Sir.  your  most  obedient  secvanl. 

"  ROBKRT  OkMK,  Aid^t-tamf.'- 
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veniences  that  must  necessarily  result  from  some 
proceedings  which  happened  a  little  before  the  Gen- 
eral's arrival,  and  which,  in  some  measure,  had 
abated  the  ardor  of  my  desires,  and  determined  me 
to  lead  a  life  of  retirement,  into  which  I  was  just 
entering,  at  no  small  expense,  when  your  favour  was 
presented  to  me. 

But.  as  I  shall  do  myself  the  honor  of  waiting 
upon  his  Excellency,  as  soon  as  I  hear  of  his  arrival 
at  Alexandria,  (and  would  sooner,  were  I  certain 
where  to  find  him,)  I  shall  decline  saying  any  thing 
further  on  this  head  till  then  ;  begging  you  will  be 
pleased  to  assure  him,  that  I  shall  a]wa)'s  retain  a 
grateful  sense  of  the  favour  with  which  he  is  pleased 
to  honor  me,  and  that  I  should  have  embraced  this 
opportunity  of  writing  to  him,  had  I  not  recently  ad- 
dressed a  congratulatory  letter  to  him  on  his  safe 
arrival  in  this  country.  I  flatter  myself  you  will 
favour  me  in  making  a  communication  of  these 
sentiments. 

You  do  me  a  singular  favour,  in  proposing  an 
acquaintance.  It  cannot  but  be  attended  with  the 
most  flattering  prospects  of  intimacy  on  my  part,  as 
you  may  already  perceive,  by  the  familiarity  and 
freedom  with  which  1  now  enter  upon  this  corres- 
pondence ;  a  freedom,  which,  even  if  it  is  disagree- 
able, you  must  excuse,  as  I  may  lay  the  blame  of 
it  at  your  door,  for  encouraging  me  to  throw  off 
that  restraint,  which  otherwise  might  have  been 
more  obvious  in  my  deportment  on  such  an  occa- 
sion. 
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The  hope  of  shortly  seeing  you  will  be  an  excuse 
for  my  not  addinj;  more,  than  that  I  shall  endeavour 
to  approve  myself  worthy  of  your  friendship,  and 
that  I  beg  to  be  esteemed  your  most  obedient  servant. 


TO    ROBERT   ORME. 

MOUHT  Vkrxox.  a  April. 

Dear  Sir, 

The  arrival  of  a  good  deal  of  company  (among 
whom  is  my  mother,  alarmed  at  the  report  of  my  in- 
tentions to  attend  your  fortunes,)  prevents  me  the 
pleasure  of  waiting  upon  you  to-day,  as  I  had  in- 
tended.' I  therefore  beg,  that  you  will  be  kind 
enough  to  make  my  compliments  and  excuse  to  the 
General,  who  I  hope  to  hear  is  greatly  recovered 
from  his  indisposition,  and  recruited  sufficiently  to 
prosecute  his  journey  to  Annapolis.  ^m 

I  find  myself  much  embarrassed  with  my  aflairSi" 
having  no  person  in  whom  I  can  confide,  to  entrust 
the  management  of  them  with.  Not^vithstanding,  1  , 
am  determined  to  do  myself  the  honour  of  accompa- 
nying you,  upon  this  proviso,  that  the  General  will 
be  kind  enough  to  permit  my  return,  as  soon  as  the 
active  part  of  the  campaign  is  at  an  end,  if  it  is  de- 
sired ;  or,  if  there  should  be  a  space  of  inaction, 
long  enough  to  admit  a  visit  to  my  home,  that  I  may 
be  indulged  in  coming  to  it 


'  Captain  Orinc  was   now  with  the  army  it   Alexandiia,  nine   miles  Enm 
Mount  VernoQ. 
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I  need  not  add,  how  much  I  should  be  obliged  by 
joining  you  at  Will's  Creek,  Instead  of  doing  it  at  an 
earlier  period  and  place.' 

These  things,  Sir,  in  whatever  light  they  may  ap- 
pear to  you  at  first  sight,  will  not,  I  hope,  be  thought 
unreasonable,  when  it  is  considered  how  unprepared 
I  am  at  present  to  quit  a  family,  and  an  estate  I  was 
just  about  to  settle,  and  which  is  in  the  utmost  con- 
fusion. 

I  have  enclosed  you  a  letter  from  Colonel  Fairfax 
to  Governor  Shirley,  which,  with  his  compliments,  he 
desired  might  be  given  to  that  gentleman.  He 
also  sends  his  blessing  to  you,  and  desires  that  by 
being  a  good  boy  you  may  merit  more  of  them.  At 
present  he  entertains  sanguine  hopes  of  you ;  this 
for  your  comfort. 

I  herewith  send  you  a  small  map  of  the  back 
country,  which,  though  imperfect  and  roughly 
drawn,  for  want  of  proper  instruments,  may  give 
you  a  better  knowledge  of  the  parts  designated, 
than  you  have  hitherto  had  an  opportunity  of  acquir- 
ing. 

I  shall  do  myself  the  honour  of  waiting  upon  the 
General  as  soon  as  I  hear  of  his  return  from  An- 
napolis. My  compliments  attend  him,  Mr.  Shirley, 
&c,  and  1  am,  &c. 


'  la  reply  Oipuio  OTme  wiotc :  "  The  Gcn«iii]  ordcr»  me  to  pvc  his  cook- 
pnnenU,  *»i  lo  itMiirf  jaa  hit  wUIm  >rc  lo  make  it  ii|;rcc>blc  i«  yuunelf  and 
rnniiitrinl  vlth  foai  affairi,  atiJ,  therefore,  dcsirpi  ^va  u-ill  lo  settle  your 
boabxH  U  home,  u  to  join  bim  at  %V'iirt  Creek  if  more  convenient  for  you  ; 
•od,  wlioi*v«t  you  tin<l  II  niL-cuaiy  10  return,  lie  \itig»  yuu  will  ]ouk  upon 
joaneU  •*  ealirc  muttr,  and  judge  what  ii  proper  lo  be  done." 
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TO    JOHN    ROBINSON.' 

MOVKT  VBftiaox.  90  April,  I7$f. 

Dbar  Sir, 

I    little  expected,  when  I  wrote  you  last,  that  I| 
should  so  soon  engage  in  another  campaign ;  but,  in] 
doing  it,  I  may  be  allowed  to  claim  some  merit,  if  it 
is  considered  that  the  sole  motive,  which  invites  me 
to  the  field,  is  the  laudable  desire  of  serving  my 
country,  and  not  the  gratification  of  any  ambitious  or 
lucrative  plans.     This,   I  flatter   myself,  will  mani- 
festly appear  by  my  going  a  volunteer,  without  ex- 
pectation of  reward,  or  prospect  of  attaining  a  com- 
mand,   as    I    am    confidently    assured    it   is    not    itll 
General    Braddock's   power   to   give  a   commission 
that  I  would  accept.      Perhaps  with  many  others  the 
above   declaration   might    be  construed    into    self- 
applause,  which,  unwilling  to  lose,  I  proclaim  myself. 
But  by  you.  Sir,  I  expect  it  will  be  viewed  in  a  dif- 
ferent light,  because  you  have  sympathized  in  my 
disappointments, and  lent  your  friendly  aid  to  reinstate 
me  in  a  suitable  command  ;  the  recollection  of  which  ' 
can  never  be  lost  upon  a  mind,  that  is  not  insensiblcj 
of,  but  always  ready  to  acknowledge  obligations. 

This  is  the  reason  why  I  am  so  much  more  unre-1 
served  in  the  expression  of  my  sentiments  to  you,[ 
than  I  should  be  to  the  world,  whose  censures  and] 
criticisms  often  place  good  designs  in  a  bad  light.' 
But,  to  be  ingenuous,  I  must  confess  I  had  other 
intentions  in  writing  you  this  letter ;  for,  if  there  is] 
any  merit  in  my  case,  I  am  unwilling  to  lose  it  among] 

'  Speaker  of  Ihe  Hause  of  Del«Ealei  and  Tiouuret  of  the  colony. 
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my  friends,  who,  without  this  exposition  of  facts, 
might  conceive  that  some  advantageous  offers  had 
engaged  my  services,  when,  in  reality,  the  case  is 
otherwise,  for  I  expect  to  be  a  considerable  loser  in 
my  private  afTairs  by  going.  It  is  true  I  have  been 
importuned  to  make  this  campaign  by  General  Brad- 
dock,  as  a  member  of  his  family,  conceiving,  I  sup- 
pose, that  the  small  knowledge  I  have  had  an  oppor- 
tunity of  acquiring  of  the  country,  Indians,  &c.,  was 
worthy  of  his  notice,  and  might  be  useful  to  him  in 
the  progress  of  this  expedition. 

Colo.  Carter  Burwell.'  last  Assembly,  upon  hearing 
that  I  had  lost  50  odd  pounds,  during  my  acting  as 
paymaster,  desired  I  would  petition  the  Committee  of 
War.  to  have  it  refunded  :  assuring  me,  at  the  same 
time,  that  he  would  use  his  endeavors  that  the  matter 
should  be  attended  to.  I  declined  it  then,  thinking 
it  might  not  be  well  received  as  I  had  been  allowed  a 
commission.  But  if  he  should  propose  it  at  a  future 
meeting,  and  it  does  not  appear  to  carry  with  it  the 
face  of  unreasonableness,  I  hope  you  will  do  me  the 
favour  to  second  him. 

I  must  own,  after  meeting  with  the  indulgencies  I 
did,  I  should  not  have  asked  this,  had  it  not  been 
proposed  by  a  member ;  and  had  I  not  been  so  con- 
siderable a  loser  in  the  service,  in  valuable  papers, 
clothing,  horses  and  several  other  things,    some  of 

*  Owimuial  the  MlliUi;  Commillee. 

■He  iHlaiic«>  amoiic  otlicr  lliingn  "■  very  t>1u*I>1o  and  uncommon 
tbeodolitc,  cakvklod  not  only  for  ntperficiBi  tocuutc.  but  for  lakins  of  >lti- 
■adcs,  asd  othit  utcfu)  jiuqiowi "  which  he  expected  to  find  lucfal  in  Uying  out 
loni&catMM. 
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which,  and  of  no  inconsiderable  value,  I  carried  out 
entirely  for  the  piibHck  use,  and  forbore  mentioning 
of  it  before,  as  I  knew  you  were  greatly  pestered  with 
complaints  of  this  sort  from  officers  that  were  less 
able  to  bear  them,  tho'  more  inconsiderable  than 
mine.  For  I  had  unfortunately  got  my  baggage  from 
Will's  Creek  but  a  few  days  before  the  engagement, 
in  which  I  also  had  a  valuable  servant  wounded,  who 
died  soon  after.  I  thought  it  expedient  just  to  men- 
tion these  facts,  that  you  might  turn  them  to  any  ad- 
vantage you  see  proper,  or  to  drop  it  altogether,  if 
you  think  the  application  is  at  all  improper, 
heartily  wish  a  happy  issue  to  all  your  resolves,  &c. 


i 


TO  WILLIAM    BYRD. 

Mount  Vkrkon,  aoApdl,  175^ 

Dear  Sir, 

I  am  sorry  it  was  not  in  my  power  to  wait  upon 
you  at  Westover  last  Christmas.  I  enjoyed  much  ■ 
satisfaction  in  the  thought  of  doing  it,  when  an  unex-™ 
pected  accident  put  it  entirely  out  of  my  power  to 
comply  either  with  my  promise  or  inclination,  both 
of  which  prompted  me  to  make  the  visit 

I  am  now  preparing  for.  and  shall  in  a  few  days 
set  off,  to  serve  in  the  ensuing  campaign,  with  dififer- 
ent  views,  however,  from  those  I  had  before.  Foi 
here,  if  I  can  gain  any  credit,  or  if  I  am  entitled  to 
the  least  countenance  and  esteem,  it  must  be  from 
serving  my  country  without  fee  or  reward  ;  for  I  can 
truly  say,  I  have  no  expectation  of  either.     To 


".o  merit  ^J 


^ 
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its  esteem,  and  the  good  wilt  of  my  friends,  is  the 
sum  of  my  ambition,  having  no  prospect  of  attaining 
a  commission,  being  well  assured  it  is  not  in  Gen'l. 
Braddock's  power  to  give  such  an  one  as  1  would 
accept  of.  The  command  of  a  Company  is  the 
highest  commission  vested  in  his  gift  He  was  so 
obliging  as  to  desire  my  company  this  campaign,  has 
honoured  me  with  particular  marks  of  his  esteem,  and 
kindly  invited  me  into  his  family — a  circumstance 
which  will  ease  me  of  expences  that  otherwise  must 
have  accrued  in  furnishing  stores,  camp  equipage,  &c, 
whereas  the  cost  will  now  be  easy  (comparatively 
speaking),  as  baggage,  horses,  tents,  and  some  other 
necessaries,  will  constitute  the  whole  of  the  charge. 

Yet  to  have  a  family  just  settling,  and  in  the  con- 
fusion and  disorder  mine  is  in  at  present,  is  not  a 
pleasing  thing  and  may  be  hurtful.  But  be  this  as 
it  may.  it  shall  be  no  hindrance  to  my  making  this 
campaign.  ^^ 

TO   WILLIAM    FAIRFAX. 

UODNT  VEUfOM,  33  April,  17$$. 

Dear  Sir, 

I  cannot  think  of  quitting  Fairfax,'  without  em- 
bracing this  last  opportunity  of  bidding  you  farewell. 
I  shall  this  day  set  ofT  for  Will's  Creek,  where  I  ex- 
pect to  meet  the  General,  and  to  stay,  I  fear,  too 
long,  as  our  march  must  be  regulated  by  the  slow 
movements  of  the  train  ;  which.  I  am  sorry  to  say, 
will  be  tedious,  very  tedious  indeed,  as  I  have  long 
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predicted,  though  few  believed.  Alexandria  has  been 
honored  with  five  governors  in  consultation  ;  a  favor- 
able presage,  I  hope,  not  only  of  the  success  of  this 
expedition,  but  of  the  future  greatness  of  this  town  ; 
for  surely  such  a  meeting  must  have  been  occasioned 
by  the  commodious  and  pleasant  situation  of  this 
place,  which  prognosticates  population,  and  the  in 
crease  of  a  (now)  flourishing  trade.' 

I  have  had  the  honor  to  be  introduced  to  the  sev- 
eral governors,  and  of  being  well  received  by  them  all ; 
especially  Mr.  Shirley,  whose  character  and  appear- 
ance have  perfectly  charmed  me,  as  I  think  his  every 
word  and  action  discover  in  him  the  gentleman  and 
politician.  I  heartily  wish  the  same  unanimity  may 
prevail  amongst  us,  as  appeared  to  exist  betAveen  him 
and  his  Assembly,  when  they,  to  expedite  the  busi- 
ness, and  to  forward  his  journey  hither,  sat  till  eleven 
and  twelve  o'clock  every  night. 

It  will  be  needless,  as  1  know  your  punctuality 
requires  no  stimulus,  to  remind  you  of  an  afTair* 
about  which  I  wrote  some  time  ago  ;  therefore  I  shall 
only  beg  my  compliments  to  Mr.  Nicholas  and  his 
lady,  and  to  all  friends  who  think  me  worthy  of  their 
inquiries.      I  am,  &c.* 

'  Soon  after  General  Br^tddoi^k  Btrived  in  Vitgmia,  he  wrote  (Maich  lo)  to 
the  governors  of  Musachusetts.  New  Votk.  Marjrlsnil,  *nd  Peiinsj'lvuiia, 
requesting  Ihcm  to  meet  him  al  Annapolis  in  Maryland,  lo  concert  iiieMnre» 
EoT  future  operations.  The  General,  Cumtnodore  Keppel,  and  Govemoi  Din- 
widdie  proceeded  lo  Annapolis,  bul  the  place  of  meetin);  w»i  ■fterwarcb 
changed  to  Alexandria,  where  they  all  aucmbled  on  ihe  14th  of  April,  knd 
concertc.1  measures  (or  ibe  united  action  of  the  middle  and  norlhcm  colonio. 
The  minutes  of  thit  council  *re  printed  in  Desttmtnlary  Hittfry  of  Nrm 
Yerk,  II.,  376. 

'  The  last  of  Gen'l  Braddock's  orders  dated  al  Alexandria  were  thow  of  April 
14.     On  the  alst  they  wexe  issued  at  Frederick.     The  marcli  10  Wills  Creek 
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TO   WILLIAM    FAIRFAX. 

WtNCMESTKJi,  5  M*y,  I7SJ> 

Dear  Sib, 

I  overtook  the  General  at  Frederick  Town,  in  Mary- 
land. From  thence  we  proceeded  to  this  place,  where 
we  shall  remain  tilt  the  arrival  of  the  second  division 
of  the  train,  (which  we  hear  left  Alexandria  on  Tues- 
day last).  After  that,  we  shall  continue  our  inarch 
to  Will's  Creek ;  from  whence,  it  is  imagined,  we 
shall  not  stir  till  the  latter  end  of  this  month,  for 
want  of  wagons  and  other  conveniences  to  transport 
our  baggage  &c  over  the  mountains. 

You  will  naturally  conclude,  that  to  pass  through 
Marj-land,  (when  no  object  required  it,)  was  an  un- 
common, and  extraordinary  route  for  the  General 
and  Colonel  Dunbar's  regiment  to  this  place.  The 
reason,  however,  was  obvious.  Those  who  pro- 
moted it  had  rather  that  the  communication  should 
be  opened  that  way,  than  through  Virginia ;  but  I 
believe  the  eyes  of  the  General  are  now  open,  and 
the  imposition  detected  ;  consequently,  the  like  will 
not  happen  again."     Please  to  make  my  compliments 

llM  mtMaUiixd  fui  C(>lu.  Dunbar  wu  129  miles  in  leogth.  H«  wrai  lo  leave 
Alenadm  on  ihe  39th  uid  t«>ch  Wilis  Creek  on  the  9th  of  May.  The 
faOeoiBg  mu  tbc  inoTcment  of  the  i<lnncc<l  corpii  : — 

April  38,  Frederick  :  Mn^  10,  Foil  Cumberlanij  ;  June  10.  Camp  al  III* 
GiOTc  ;  Jsnc  14,  Monin'i ;  June  17,  LiltJe  Mcadowt ;  Jqdc  31,  Bear  camp. 
neat  Cl.  Ut»Aam^.—ftHHiylvani^  (SaulU.  July  },  ijjj. 

On  April  )oth  he  wrote  lo  Mra.  Fairfax  :  "If  an  old  proverb  will  apply  (o  my 
eaae,  I  ibaU  time  with  nicc(«.  for  no  taae  could  have  made  a  wone  ttgitating 
lk>n  I  iMve  done.  Oal  of  \  horaei  which  I  hronghl  from  home,  one  I  have 
killed  oatrifhl  asd  the  other  Iluee  arc  renilered  unfit  for  uie  ;  >o  ihat  I  have 
beoi  detaiaed  berc  [BalUkin]  for  three  dayi  already,  and  how  much  longer  I 
May  co«tln«e  ta  be  w,  /)■>/  can  only  diKOvcr." 

'  Tbe  MlacUoa  of  the  route  wax  due  to  St.  Clair,  whu  thou);hl  to  gain 
rteijiairh  bydhrldisg  the  army,  sending  one  diriiion  wilh  powder  and  ordnance 
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to  Colo.  G.  to  whom  I  shall  write  by  the  next  oppor- 
tunity, and  excuse  haste.     1  am,  &c. 


TO  JOHN   A.    WASHINGTON.' 

WiNCHGSTBR.  6  Mbj.  I7SS- 

Dear  Brother. 

A    very    fatiguing    ride   and     long    round    about, 
brought  me  to  the  General  (the  day  1   parted  with 
you)  at  Frederick-Town.     This  is  a  small  village,  15' 
miles  below  the  Blue  Ridge  on  the  Maryland  side  of 
the  Potowmack.     From  thence  we  proceeded  to  this 
place,  where  we  have  halted  since  Saturday  last,  and 
shall  depart  for  Will's-Creek  to-morrow.    I  find  there 
is  no  probability  of  marching  the  army  from  Will's, 
Creek,  'till  the  latter  end  of  this  month,  or  the  first' 
of  next.      You  may  easily  guess,  then,  how  heavily 
time  will  hang  upon  my  hands. 

I  have  met  with  much  complaisance  in  this  family, 
especially  from  the  General,  whom  I  hope  to  please 
without  ceremonious  attentions  or  difficulty ;  for,  I 
may  add,  it  cannot  be  done  with  them,  as  he  uses  and 
requires  less  ceremony  than  you  can  easily  conceive.' 

by  Winclifster.  and  the  other  with  mililar]'  \nA  hospital  stores,  bj  Frederick,  ' 
in  Maryland.  On  leaching  Frederick.  Colo.  Dunbar  found  there  was  no  ro^d 
through  MaiyUiiil  lo  Fort  Cumberland,  and  he  was  compelled  to  cross  th« 
Foloaiac  and  take  the  Wiocheslet  route.  St.  Clafr  expected  Govr.  Moms 
to  build  >  road  lo  Will's  Creek,  and  tnkiu);  him  to  task  ibarply  lor  bii 
(a!luie  received  a  "  scl-ilown  "  ttoin  Mortis — as  Govr.  Shirley  called  it. 

'  John  Augustine  Wosliiagtoi)  wus  a  younger  and  (avorite  brother.  Re  wai 
the  father  of  Bushrod  Washinglnn.  who.  after  having  been  motn  than  thirty 
y«MS  one  of  (he  associate  justices  of  the  Su^ireme  Court  of  the  United  Stale*, 
died  at  Philadeiphia,  on  the  afith  of  November,  1839. 

*  To  his  brother  he  wrote  :  "  I  am  treated  with  freedom  not  inconsistent  will) 
teipcct.  by  the  General  and  his  family  ;  I  liavr  no  doubt,  therefore,  bat  I  sball 
spend  my  time  mure  agteenbly,  thnn  profilabty.  during  the  campaign,  ai  t  con- 
ceive a  little  experience  will  be  my  chief  reward."  May  14,  1755. 
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I  have  ordered  the  horse  Gist,  to  BuUskin,  and  my 
own  here,  if  serviceable,  othertt'ise  you  must  have 
both  carried  down,  when  Countess  is  sent  up.  I  have 
conceived  a  good  opinion  of  the  horse  Gist ;  there- 
fore, 1  hope  you  will  not  let  him  want  for  proper  care 
and  good  usage,  if  he  should  be  sent  instead  of  the 
grey's,  which  will  be  the  case  if  they  are  able  to  per- 
form the  journey. 

I  hope  you  will  have  frequent  opportunities  to  par- 
ticularize the  state  of  my  affairs,  which  will  adminis- 
ter much  satisfaction  to  a  person  in  my  situation. 
I  At  present  I  have  nothing  to  add,  but  my  compli- 
I  ments  to  all  friends,  particularly  to  the  worthy  family 
I      at  Belvoir,  who  I  hope  are  in  good  health. 


TO   UAJOK  JOHN   CARLVLE. 

Fort  Cumukkianu.  14  May,  i7ss. 

Sir: — I  overtook  the  General  at  Frederick-Town 
in  Marj'land,  and  proceeded  with  him,  by  way  of 
Winchester,  to  this  place.'  which  gave  him  a  good 
opportunity  to  see  the  absurdity  of  the  route,  and  of 
damning  it  very  heartily.  Colo.  Dunbar's  regiment 
was  also  obliged  to  recross  at  Connogogee,  and 
come  down  within  six  miles  of  Winchester,  to  take 
the  new  road  to  Will's  Creek  ;  which,  from  the  ab- 
surdity of  it,  was  laughable  enough. 

We  are  to  halt  here  'till  forage  can  be  brought  from 
Philadelphia,  which  I  suppose  wilt  introduce  the 
month  of  June;  and  then  we  are  to  proceed  upon  our 

■  Arrived  on  Ihe  lolh. 
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tremendous  undertaking  of  transporting  the  heavy^fl 
artillery  over  the  mountains,  which.  I  believe,  will™ 
compose  the  greatest  difficulty  of  the  campaign.  For 
as  to  any  apprehensions  of  the  enemy,  I  think  they 
are  more  to  be  provided  against  than  regarded,  as  I 
fancy  the  French  will  be  obliged  to  draw  their  force 
from  the  Ohio  to  repel  the  attacks  in  the  north, 
under  the  command  of  Governour  Shirley  &c,  who 
will  make  three  different  attempts  immediately.' *  *  * 


TO  MRS.  FAIRFAX. 

Fort  CDHBni.Ain>,  u  Mtqr.  ITSS- 

Dear  Madam  : 

I  have  at  last  with  great  pains  and  difficulty 
covered  the  reason  why  Mrs.  Wardrope  is  a  greater] 

favorite  of  Genl.  Braddock  than  Mrs.  F x,  and 

met  with  more  respect  at  the  review  in  Alexandria. 
The  cause  I  shall  communicate,  after  having  rallied 
you  upon  neglecting  the  means  which  produced  the 
eflTect.  And  what  do  you  think  they  were  ?  why, 
nothing  less,  I  assure  you,  than  a  present  of  delicious 
cake  and  potted  wood-cocks  !  which  so  affected  the 
palate  as  to  leave  a  deep  impression  upon  the  hearts 
of  all  who  tasted  of  them.  How,  then,  could 
General  do  otherwise  than  admire,  not  only  the' 
charms,  but  the  politeness,  of  this  lady  ! 

We  have  z.  favourable  prospect  of  halting  here  three! 
weeks  or  a  month  longer,  for  waggons,  horses  andf 
forage ;  it  is  easy   to  conceive,    therefore,  that  my 
situation  will  not  be   very  pleasant   and    agreeable, 

'  "  ThU  Idler  viAi.  never  senl."    Nole  by  Washinglao  in  Ittltr  Bo^k. 
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when  I  dreaded  this  (before  I  came  out)  more  than 
all  the  other  incidents  which  might  happen  during 
the  campaign.   *  *  * 


TO   JOHN    A.   WASHINGTON. 

FoKT  CiiunKHUNU,  14  May,  17S5. 

Dear  Brothek, 

As  wearing  boots  is  quite  the  mode,  and  mine  are 
in  a  declining  state,  I  must  beg  the  favor  of  you  to 
procure  me  a  pair  that  is  good  and  neat,  and  send 
them  to  Major  Carlyle,  who,  I  hope,  will  contrive  [to 
forward]  them,  as  quickly  as  my  necessity  requires. 

I  see  no  prospect  of  moving  from  this  place  soon, 
as  we  have  neither  horses  nor  wagons  enough,  and 
no  forage  for  them  to  subsist  upon,  except  what  is 
expected  from  Philadelphia ;  therefore,  I  am  well 
convinced,  that  the  trouble  and  difficulty  we  must 
encounter  in  passing  the  mountain,  for  want  of  proper 
conveniences,  will  equal  all  the  other  difficulties  of 
the  campaign  ;  for  I  conceive  the  march  of  such  a  train 
of  artillery  in  these  roads,  to  be  a  tremendous  under- 
taking. As  to  any  danger  from  the  enemy,  I  look 
upon  it  as  trifling,  for  1  believe  the  French  will  be 
obliged  to  exert  their  utmost  force  to  repel  the  at- 
tacks to  the  northward,  where  Governour  Shirley  and 
others,  with  a  body  of  8,000  men,  will  annoy  their  set- 
tlements, and  attempt  their  forts. 

The  General  has  appointed  me  one  of  his  aids-de- 
camp,' in  which  character  I  shall  serve  this  campaign 

'  Tfab  kppcoBtncnt  woi  proclaimed  lo  the  utnj  in  general  onleii  on  ih«  lOth 
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agreeably  enough,  as  I  am  thereby  freed  from  all 
commands  but  his,  and  give  his  orders  to  all,  which 
must  be  implicitly  obeyed. 

I  have  now  a  good  opportunity,  and  shall  not  neg- 
lect it,  of  forming  an  acquaintance,  which  may  be 
serviceable  hereafter,  if  I  find  it  worth  while  to  push 
my  fortune  in  the  military  line. 

I  have  wrote  to  my  two  female  correspondents  '  by 
this  opportunity,  one  of  which  letters  I  have  en- 
closed to  you,  and  beg  your  deliverance  of  it.  I  shall 
expect  a  particular  account  of  all  that  has  happened 
since  my  departure. 

I  am,  dear  Jack, 

Your  most  affectionate  brother* 


I 


Hayihe  I  {til. 

I  wa-s  sent  to  Colo.  Hunter'  for  a  supply  of  money,  jC4,000 
sterlg.  and  arrived,  as  far  as  Winchester,  on  my  way  thither, 
on  the  day  following,  from  whence  I  dispatched  an  express 
to  him  (fearing  he  might  be  out)  to  provide  that  sum,  and  to 
meet  me  with  it  at  Williamsburgh.  Proceeded  myself  thro* 
Fairfax,  where  I  was  detained  a  day  in  getting  horses.  ■■ 

At  Claybourn's  Ferry  (the  22d)  I  met  the  express  1  hair' 
sent,  as  he  was  returning,  who  brought  a  verbal  message 
from  Govemour  Dinwiddie,  informing  me  that  Colo.  Hunter 
was  gone  to  the  northward,  and  that  1  would  certainly  be 
disappointed  in  my  expectations  of  money :  with  this  1 
acquainted  Capt.  Orme  by  letter,  and  proceeded  on  to  Wil- 
liamsburgh,  where  I  arrived  the  same  day,  and  met  a  Mr. 
Belfour,  the  partner  of  Colo.  Hunter,  with  nearly  the  sum 


■  Mn,  Cailylc  asA  Mn.  Pkirftx. 
•  ■'  Tlie  »bove  ktier  wss  noi  senl." 
'  John  Hanler. 


Now  by  Wuhington  In  L^tr  BtaJt. 


I 


duircd,  which  was  complcteti  the  next  day  time  enough  (or 
Bit;  to  reach  Chissel's  ordinary  on  my  return.  The  27th  I 
irnved  at  Winchester,  and  expected  to  have  met  the  troop 
of  light-horse  to  escort  me  to  the  camp;  but  being  disap- 
pointed in  that,  1  engaged  a  guard  of  the  militia,  with  which 
I  set  out  on  the  29th  following,  and  arrived  at  the  camp  the 
3«li. 


TO  JOHN   A.   WASHINGTON. 

WiHtHKSTrit,  js  M«jr,  I7S5. 

Dear  BROTiiEit, 

1  came  to  this  place  last  night,  and  was  greatly 
disappointed  in  not  finding  the  cavalry,  according  to 
promise.  I  am  obliged  to  wait  'till  it  does  arrive,  or 
'till  I  can  procure  a  Guard  from  the  militia,  either  of 
which,  1  suppose,  will  detain  me  two  days,  as  you 
may  with  (almost)  equal  success,  attempt  to  raise  the 
tUad,  as  the  force  of  this  country  !  and  thai  from 
Will's  Creek,  cannot  be  expected  in  less  than  the 
forementioned  time,  without  they  are  now  upon  their 
march. 

The  drought  in  this  Country,  if  possible,  exceeds 
what  we  see  below  ;  so  that  it  is  very  reasonably 
conjectured,  they  won't  make  corn  to  supply  the  in- 
habitants :  and  as  for  tobacco,  they  have  given  up 
the  expectation  of  making  any. 

The  inhabitants  of  this  place  abound  in  news  ;  but 
as  I  apprehend  it  is  founded  upon  as  bare  a  founda- 
tion as  some  I  heard  on  my  way  down,  I  think  it 
advisable  to  forego  the  recital,  till  a  little  better 
authority  confirms  the  report.  Then  you  may  expect 
to  have  a  narrative  of  it. 
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I  should  be  glad  to  hear  that  you  live  in  perfect 
harmony  and  good  fellowship  with  the  family  at 
Belvoir,  as  it  is  in  their  power  to  be  very  serviceable 
upon  many  occasions  to  us,  as  young  beginners.  I 
would  advise  your  visiting  there  often,  as  one  step 
towards  it ;  the  rest,  if  any  more  is  necessarj',  your 
own  good  sense  will  sufficiently  dictate — for  to  that 
family  I  am  under  many  obligations,  particularly  to 
the  old  gentleman. 

Mrs  Fairfax  and  Mrs  Spearing  having  expressed  a 
wish  to  be  informed  of  the  time  and  manner  of  my 
reaching  this  place  (with  my  charge),  you  may  ac> 
quaint  them  that  I  met  with  no  other  interruption 
than  what  proceeded  from  the  difficulty  of  getting 

horses.     After  Mrs.    F x's  grew    lame,    I    was 

obliged  to  get  a  fresh  one  every  1 5  or  20  miles,  which 
rendered  the  journey  tedious.  I  should  have  been 
more  refreshed  from  the  fatigues  of  my  journey,  and 
my  time  would  have  been  spent  much  more  agreea- 
bly, had  I  halted  below,  instead  of  being  delayed  in 
this  place  ;  but  I  little  imagined  I  should  have  had 
occasion  to  wait  for  a  guard,  which  ought  to  have 
waited  for  me — if  either  must  have  waited  at  all  *  *  * 

P.  S.  As  I  understand  the  County  of  Fairfax  is 
to  be  divided,  and  that  Mr.  Alexander  intends  to  de- 
cline serving  it.  I  should  be  glad  if  you  could  come 
at  Colo.  Fairfax's  intentions,  and  let  me  know  whether 
he  purposes  to  offer  himself  as  a  candidate.  If  he 
does  not,  I  should  be  glad  to  take  a  poll,  if  I  thought 
my  chance  tolerably  good. 

Majr.  Carlyle  mentioned  it  to  me  in  WiUiamsburgh' 
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in  a  bantering  way,  and  asktid  how  I  would  like  it, 
saying,  at  the  same  time,  he  did  not  know  but  they 
might  send  me.  when  I  might  know  nothing  of  the 
matter,  for  one  or  t'other  of  the  counties.  I  must 
confess  I  should  like  to  go  for  either  in  that  manner, 
W  more  particularly  for  Fairfax,  as  I  am  a  resident 
thwc. 

I  should  be  glad  if  you  could  discover  Maj.  Car- 
iyle's  real  sentiments  on  this  head  ;  also  those  of  Mr. 
Dalton,  Ramsay,  Mason,  &c,  which  I  hope  and  think 
TOu  may  do  without  disclosing  much  of  mine,  as  1 
know  your  own  good  sense  can  furnish  you  with 
contrivances. 

If  you  should  attempt  any  thing  in  this  matter, 
piay  let  me  know  by  the  first  opportunity  how  you 
have  succeeded  in  it,  and  how  those  gentlemen  stand 
affected.  If  they  seem  inclinable  to  promote  my  in- 
terest, and  things  should  be  drawing  to  a  crisis,  you 
then  may  declare  my  intentions,  and  beg  their  assist- 
ance. If,  on  the  contrary,  you  find  them  more  in- 
clined to  favour  some  other,  I  would  have  the  affair 
entirely  dropped. 

The  Rcvd.  Mr.  Green's  and  Capt.  McCarty's  inter- 
ests in  this  matter  would  be  of  consequence,  and  I 
should  be  glad  if  you  could  sound  their  pulse  upon 
that  occasion.  Conduct  the  whole  'till  you  are  satis- 
6ed  of  the  sentiments  of  those  I  have  mentioned,  with 
an  air  of  indifference  and  unconcern  ;  after  that,  you 
may  regulate  your  conduct  accordingly  to  circum- 
stances. 

CapL  West,  the  present  Bui^ess,  and  our  friend 
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Jack  West,  could  also  be  serviceable,  if  they  had  3 
mind  to  assist  the  interest  of,  Dear  Jack,  Your  loving 
brother. 

30  M»)r  [ijss). 

Upon  my  return  from  WJIUamsburgh,  I  found  that  Sr- 
John  St.  Cluir,  with  Maj.  Chapmun  and  a  detachment  ol 
500  m«n,  had  m.irched  to  the  Little  Meadows,  in  order  to 
prepare  the  roads,  establish  a  iiniall  post,  and  to  lay  a  de- 
posit of  provisions  there.  The  2d  of  June  Mr.  SpendeWw 
discovered  a  communication  from  Fort  Cumberland  to  the 
okl  road,  leading  to  the  crossing  of  the  Youghiogany,  avoid- 
ing the  enormous  mountain  which  had  proved  so  destnit- 
tive  to  our  waggon-horses.  This  communication  was 
opened  along  a  branch  of  Will's  Creek,  and  finished  by  the 
7th,  when  Sr.  Peter  Halket,  with  the  First  Brigade  of  the 
Line,  began  its  march,  and  encamped  within  a  mile  of  the 
old  road  (which  is  about  j  miles  from  the  Fort)  the  same 
day.  This  encampment  was  first  called  Grove  Camp,  but 
was  afterwards  altered  to  that  of  SpeHdelmu's  Camp. 

This  day  also.  Captn.  Gates's  Independent  company,  the 
remaining  companies  of  the  Provincial  troops,  and  the 
whole  park  of  artillery,  were  ordered  to  hold  themselves  in 
readiness  to  march  at  an  hour's  warning,  under  the  com- 
mand of  l.icutcnant^olonel  Burton  :  and  they  accordingly 
did  so  on  the  9th  following,  but  with  great  difficulty  got  up 
to  Sir  Peter  llalkct's  brigade  at  Grove,  or  Spendelow's 
camp,  the  same  day.  ■ 

This  march,  from  the  number  of  wagons,  occasioned  a 
council  of  war  lo  be  held  upon  the  arrival  of  the  General 
(with  Colo.  Dunbar's  regiment)  at  this  camp.  In  this 
council  it  wa-i  determinctl  to  retrench  the  number  of  wag- 
gons, and  to  incrca.sc  the  tr.-insportation  by  pack-horses.  In 
order  thereto,  the  officers  were  called  together,  and  the 
Genl.  represented  to  them  the  necessity  there  was  to  pro- 
cure all  the  horses  possible  for  His  Majesty's  service^  ad-. 
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~^Hsed  them  to  send  back  such  of  their  bat;ga;;c  as  they  could 
«fo  without  and  apply  the  horses  (which  by  that  means 
«ouId  be  spared)  to  carry  provisions  (or  the  army.  This 
ihey  accordingly  did  with  great  cheerfulness  and  zeal. 

TO  WILLIAM    FAIRFAX. 

CtMt  AT  Will's  Creuc,  7  June,  \^%^, 

HoNBi-K.  Sir, 
1    arrived    with    my    charge    safe    in    camp,   the 

30th  of  last  month,  after  waiting  a  day  and  piece  in 

Winchester,  expecting  the  cavalr)-  to  escort  me  up  ; 

in  which  being  disappointed,  I  was  obliged  to  make 

use    of    a   small    guard  of  the  militia  of   Frederick 

county.' 
The  General,  by  frequent  breaches  of  contract, 

has  lost  all  patience  ;  and.  for  want  of  that  temper 
and  moderation,  which  should  be  used  by  a  man  of 
sense  upon  these  occasions,  will,  I  fear,  represent  us 
in  a  light  we  little  deserve ;  for.  instead  of  blaming 
the  individuals,  as  he  ought,  he  charges  all  his  disap- 
pointments to  publick  supineness,  and  looks  upon 
the  country,  I  believe,  as  void  of  honour  and  honesty. 
We  have  frequent  disputes  on  this  head,  which  are 
maintained  with  warmth  on  both  sides,  especially  on 
his,  who  is  incapable  of  arguing  without,  or  giving 
up  any  point  he  asserts,  let  it  be  ever  so  incompatible 
with  reason  or  common  sense.' 

'  "  t  WW Mcortcd by  S men  «l  the  ullttkof  Wlnch«it«r  toitiU  c«inp  ;  which 
S  men  «ck  two  dayi  autmbling  -.  bul  I  bclicrc  Iho;  would  not  have  been  moir 
|}iaa  u  mMxrj  lecondi  ditpening,  if  I  hod  been  (tiuckcd."  7*0  yahtt  A. 
Wthmgi*^,  7  June,  175$. 

'  The  (OTcmon  of  the  differenl  colonitt  had  promitcil  mucb.  but  performed 
lutlc;  aad  Uic  luge  depo*iu  of  Mpplia  mppoted  to  ctUt  verc  toon  found 
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There  is  a  line  of  communication  to  be  opened 
from  Pennsylvania  to  the  French  fort  Duquesne, 
along  which  we  are  to  receive,  after  a  little  time,  all 
our  convoys  of  provisions.  &c,  &c.  and  to  give  all 
manner  of  encouragement  to  a  people,  who  ought 
rather  to  be  chastised  for  their  insensibility  to  dan 
ger,  and  disregard  of  their  sovereign's  expectation. 
They,  it  seems,  are  to  be  the  favoured  people,  b 
cause  they  havefurnished  what  their  absolute  interest 
alone  induced  them  to  do,  /.  e.,  150  wagons,  and  an 
equivalent  number  of  horses.'  ^ 

Major  Chapman,  with  a  detachment  of  500  men,V 


>n.  J 
:stH 


wsntinc.  or  in  placo  where  Ihey  could  he  of  no  aervtcc.  anil  no  niMins  at  hand 
to  lianipoit  thrm  lu  (he  armj'.  It  was  *l  oneotllieie  crU»  ihii  Franklin  ren- 
deicil  kuch  cfTicienl  aid  (IVntiagJ.  li.,  419).  For  two  hundicd  milei  the  troop* 
inarched  with  only  ka.1t  prnviiiioni,  >nil  the  Ceneral  w.tt  (ortnj  In  oSei  tarsc 
icwiudt  to  tucli  u  would  bring  to  the  camp  pruviiionE,  paying  ■  higher  price 
thmn  wM  utual  (ur  whatever  could  be  ohtatncd.  In  one  cau  tome  tatted  b«ef 
wu  condenined  on  itt  arriviil  in  camp,  as  unlit  (or  food.  The  hordes  were 
stolen  a)iito«t  *«  fwt  ai  ihey  could  be  ablaincd.  The  contiacton  foiled  (o  mp. 
ply  what  (hey  had  contiacted  for,  and  Crcaap  loti  his  position  u  comiaiswj 
through  hi*  E"^"  negligence. 

On  the  other  hand,  Gvn.  Braddock  did  not  hciilnic  to  enlut  and  tak«  awmj 
servants  and  inipic^  wagons,  horses,  tcnnislers,  and  tvtn  carriages,  and  CU- 
tiagc  horsci. 

I  These  remaiks  are  applied  to   the  Penniylvanians.  who  were  iingvtaily 
backward  in  reiideriny  any  aids  for  the  [lublic  service.      The  merit  of  proorinf 
the  wagons  and  horacs,  here  mentioned,  was  wholly  due  to  Franklin,  and  noi^_ 
to  any  agency  01  intention  of  the  Assembly.     Ueing  at  that  lime  pcHlniastect^H 
general  in  Ihe  colonies,  he  visited  Geiieml  Braddock  at  Frederic  Town,  foi^^ 
(he  purpose  of  maluring  a  plan  for  transmitting  despatches  between  the  ucmtbI 
and  Ihe  govcrnois,     Ucconiing  acquainted  with  the  obtl.iclet.  which   oppoied 
■he  progress  of  the  army,  he  olijiulated  with  General  Itniddock  to  fotnish  within 
a  given  time  one  hundred  and  fifty  wagons,  and  a  proportionable  numtier  of 
horses,  for  whicli  a  specilied  sum  was  to  be  allowed.     He  immediately  relumed 
lo  Vork  and  Lancaster,  sent  out  an  advertisement  among  the  farmers,  and  in 
two  weeks  atl  the  wagons  and  horses  were  in  readiness  al  Will's  Cieck.     Ho 
gave  his  personal  tct;urity,  that  the  compensal  ion  agreed  on  UioulJ  be  duly  paid 
according  to  contract. 
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,nd  the  Quartermaster-General,  marched  two  or  three 
days  before  I  arrived  here,  to  open  the  roads,  and  lay 
a  deposite  of  provisions  in  a  small  fort,  which  they 
arc  to  erect  at  the  Little  Meadows. 

To-morrow,  Sir  Peter  Halket,  (with  the  first  bri- 
gade,) is  to  begin  their  march,  and  on  Monday  the 
General,  with  the  second,  will  follow.  One  hospital 
is  filled  with  sick,  and  the  numbers  increase  daily, 
with  the  bloody  flux,  which  has  not  yet  proved 
mortal  to  many. 

General  Innes  has  accepted  of  a  Commission  to  be 
Govemour  of  Fort  Cumberland,  where  he  is  to  re- 

Ide ;  and  will  shortly  receive  another  to  be  hang- 
man, or  something  of  that  kind,  and  for  which  he  is 
equally  qualified. 

By  a  letter  received  from  Governor  Morris,  of 
Pennsylvania,  we  have  advice,  that  a  party  of  three 
hundred  men  passed  Oswego  on  their  way  to  Fort 
Duquesnc,  and  that  another  and  larger  detachment 
was  expected  to  pass  that  place  every  moment.  By 
the  public  accounts  from  Pennsylvania,  we  are 
assured,  that  nine  hundred  men  have  certainly  passed 
Oswego  to  reinforce  the  French  on  Ohio ;  so 
that  from  these  accounts  we  have  reason  to  believe, 
that  wc  shall  have  more  to  do  than  to  go  up  the  hills 
and  come  down. 

We  are  impatient  to  hear  what  the  powers  at  home 
are  doing;  whether  peace,  or  war  is  like  to  be  the 
issue  of  all  these  preparations.* 

*  T»  Ut».  Vtxtitx  he  wrole  from  Fort  Cumbctland,  on  Juno  7 ; — 

"  Wbcn  I  had  the  pleunic  to  mc  you  latl  you  expreaed  a  wuli  to  be  in- 
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TO   JOHN    A.    WASHINGTON. 

VOUGIIIOUAKV,  38  June,  175J.' 

Dear  Brother, 

Immediately  upon  our  leaving  the  camp  at  George's 
Creek,  on  the  14th  instant,  (from  whence  I  wrote  to 
you,)  I  was  seized  with  violent  fevers  and  pains  in 
my  head,  which  continued  without  intermission  'till 
the  23d  following,  when  I  was  relieved,  by  the  Gen- 
eral's absolutely  ordering  the  physicians  to  give  mc 
Dr.  James's  powders,  (one  of  the  most  excellent  medi- 
cines in  the  world,)  for  it  gave  me  immediate  ease, 
and  removed  my  fevers  and  other  complaints  in  four 
days'  time.'  My  illness  was  too  violent  to  suffer  me 
to  ride ;  therefore  I  was  indebted  to  a  covered 
wagon  for  some  part  of  my  transportation  ;  but  even 
in  this,  1  could  not  continue  far,  for  the  jolting  was 
so  great,  that  I  was  left  upon  the  road  with  a 
guard,  and  necessaries,  to  wait  the  arrival  of  Colonel 
Dunbar's   detachment,  which  was  two  days'  march 

formed  of  my  safe  nrrival  nt  camp,  wiih  Ihc  chuge  thai  wu  cntmslcd  to  njr 
c>re  :  bul  al  the  same  lime  requesled  Ihni  it  might  bi  commuDicalcd  in  a 
IctlcT  (□  lome  friend  of  yours.  Am  1  to  consider  th«  proposed  mode  of  cMM> 
municfttion  Ms  a  polile  inllmation  of  your  wishes  to  withdraw  youi  cOTTctpoail- 
enee  ?  To  ■  cerlnin  degree  it  has  that  appcaiancc  ;  for  I  have  not  bem 
bonoured  with  a  line  from  yoa  since  I  patted  witb  you  al  Belvoii.  If  thU  «M 
yoDi  object,  in  what  manner  shall  I  apoloKiie  for  my  present  divolwdiciKe? 
Bul  on  the  contrary,  if  il  was  the  elTect  of  your  dclicsuy.  how  easy  is  U  to 
Tcmave  my  suspicions,  enliven  dull  hours,  and  make  mc  happier  than  1  im  aUc 
to  express,  by  honouring  mc  with  Ihe  correspondence  you  had  given  me  tlie 
hope  of." 

'  From  the  17th  of  June  (o  Ihe  Gth  of  July  Washington  wtis  tepanued  fr«Bi 
the  army. 

*  Robert  Jatnes  was  a  schooUellow  of  Samuel  Johnson  and  author  of  a  Mt- 
duinal  Diitienary  in  three  folio  volumes.  "  I  never  thought  well  of  Dr. 
James's  compounded  medicines."  was  Johnson's  opinion.  Thew  "  tatnom  " 
fever  powders  were  sold  by  Newbury,  Goldsmith's  publisher. 
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behind  us,  the  General  giving  me  his  word  of  honor, 
ihat  I  should  be  brought  up,  before  he  reached  the 
French  fort.  'X'W\9,  promise,  and  the  doctor's  threats, 
that,  if  1  persevered  in  my  attempts  to  get  on,  in  the 
tondition  I  was,  my  life  would  be  endangered,  deter- 
mined me  to  halt  for  the  above  detachment. 

As  the  communication  between  this  and  Will's 
Creek  must  soon  be  too  dangerous  for  single  persons 
lo  pass,  it  will  render  the  intercourse  of  letters  slow 
and  precarious ;  therefore  I  shall  attempt  (and  will  go 
through  if  I  have  strength)  to  give  you  an  account 
of  our  proceedings,  of  our  situation,  and  of  our  pros- 
pects at  present ;  which  I  desire  you  will  communicate 
to  Colonel  Fairfax,  and  others,  my  correspondents, 
for  I  am  too  weak  to  write  more  than  this  letter.  In 
the  letter,  which  I  wrote  to  you  from  George's 
Creek.  I  acquainted  you,  that,  unless  the  number  of 
wagons  was  retrenched,  and  the  carrying-horses  in- 
creased, we  never  should  be  able  to  see  Duquesne.' 
This,  in  two  days  afterwards  (which  was  about  the 
time  they  got  to  the  Little  Meadows,  with  some  of 
their  foremost  wagons,  and  strongest  teams),  they 
themselves  were  convinced  of  ;  for  they  found,  that, 
besides  the  (almost)  impossibility  of  getting  the 
w^ons  along  at  all,  they  had  often  a  rear  of  three 
or    four    mites   in   length ;    and   that    the   soldiers 


'  In  Ihc  kltei  here  t«(«rt«l  to  he  «j-»  : — "  The  difficulliw  arisin)-  iii  ottr 
nunii,  [rom  harl^  loch  ■  number  o(  wagons,  will.  I  fear,  prove  on  in$ur- 
■oaatal)le  otntacle.  anlen  lomc  Kherec  can  Ijp  (alien  upon  10  reUench  the 
wnnai.  Md  tncreoM  the  nnmbei  of  bat-honei.  n-hich  ii  whal  I  recommended 
at  fint,  ttA  which  I  liellcTc  ii  now  found  to  be  ihe  beil  mcini  of  irinsporting 
iMU  prontioiw  ■nd  iiotc*  to  the  Ohio." 
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guarding  them  were  so  dispersed,  that,  if  we  had 
been  attacked  either  in  front,  center,  or  rear,  the  part 
so  attacked  must  have  been  cut  off,  or  totally  routed, 
before  they  could  be  sustained  by  any  other  corps. 

At  the  Little  Meadows  there  was  a  second  council^ 
called  (for  there  had  been  one  before),  wherein  it 
was  again  represented  to  the  officers  of  the  different 
corps,  the  urgency  for  horses,  and  how  laudable  a 
farther  retrenchment  of  their  baggage  would  be, 
that  the  spare  ones  might  be  turned  over  for  public 
ser\'ice.  In  order  to  encourage  this,  I  gave  up  my 
best  horse,  (which  I  have  never  heard  of  since,)  and 
took  no  more  baggage  than  half  my  portmanteau 
would  easily  contain.  It  is  said,  however,  that  the 
numbers  reduced  by  this  second  attempt  were  only 
from  two  hundred  and  ten  or  twelve,  to  two  hundred, 
which  had  no  perceivable  effect. 

The  General,  (before  they  met  in  council,)  asked 
my  private  opinion  concerning  the  expedition.  I 
urged  it,  in  the  warmest  terms  i  was  able,  to  push  for- 
ward, if  we  even  did  it  with  a  small  but  chosen  band, 
with  such  artillery  and  light  stores  as  were  absolutely 
necessary  ;  leaving  the  heavy  artillery,  baggage,  &c. 
with  the  rear  division  of  the  army,  to  follow  by  slow 
and  easy  marches,  which  they  might  do  safely,  while 
we  were  advanced  in  front.     As  one  reason  to  sup- 

'  On  Ihc  I  iih  ihe  army  was  at  Spcndelow  C*mp ;  on  th«  13th  it  mftrchcd  lo 
Mailia't  plantation,  five  niil«s  trum  Spendelov  csnlp.     On  ihe  Ijlli   it  paucil 

the  Allegany  mountain,  and  cncnrnprd  about  three  miles  to  Ibe  west  of  Ihe 
Sav^e  river  ;  leaching  Little  Meadows  on  ihc  t6lh  (the  iccond  biignde  did  not 
gel  tlirte  till  the  iSlh).  Omif  |>l.iL-eii  the  first  council  of  war  at  Spenddow, 
The  anonymous  journal  printed  by  Sargent,  places  the  deterrofnalion  to  diKari 
horses  at  Little  Meadows  on  isth. 
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port  this  opinion,  I  urged,  that,  if  we  could  credit 

our  intelligence,  the  French  were  weak  at  the  Forks 

al  present,  but  hourly  expected  reinforcements,  which, 

lo  my  certain  knowledge,  could  not  arrive  with  pro- 

tisions,  or  any  supplies,  during  the  continuance  of 

ihe  drought  which  we  were  then  experiencing  as  the 

Buffalo  River  (Rivt^re  aux  Boeufs),  down  which  was 

[heir  only  communication  to  Venango,  must  be  as 

dry  as  we   now  found    the    Great    Crossing  of  the 

Youghiogany.  which  may  be  passed  dry-shod. 

This  advice  prevailed,  and  it  was  determined  that 
the  General,  with  one  thousand  two  hundred  chosen 
men  and  officers  from  all  the  difTerent  corps,  under 
the  following  field  officers,  viz. ;  Sir  Peter  Halket,  who 
acts  as  brigadier;  Lieutenant-Colonel  Gage,  Lieuten- 
ant-Colonel Burton,  and  Major  Sparke.  with  such  a 
certain  number  of  wagons  as  the  train  would  abso- 
lutely require,  should  march  as  soon  as  things  could 
be  got  in  readiness  for  them,  which  was  completed, 
and  we  on  our  march,  by  the  19th,  leaving  Colonel 
DunKir  and  Major  Chapman,  with  the  residue  of  the 
two  regiments,  some  Independent  Companies,  most 
of  the  women,  and.  in  short,  every  thing  not  abso- 
lutely necessary  behind,  carrying  our  provisions  and 
other  necessaries  upon  horses. 

Wc  set  out  with  less  than  thirty  carriages  (includ- 
ing those  that  transported  the  ammunition  for  the 
howitzers,  twelve-pounders,  and  six-pounders,  etc), 
and  all  of  them  strongly  horsed ;  which  was  a  pros- 
pect that  conveyed  infinite  delight  to  my  mind,  though 
I  was  excessively  ill  at  the  time.     But  this  prospect 


t68 


THE  WRITINGS  OF 


[>75S 


was  soon  clouded,  and  my  hopes  brought  very  low 
indeed,  when  1  found  that  instead  of  pushing  on  with 
vigor,  without  regarding  a  little  rough  road,  they 
were  halting  to  level  every  molehill,  and  to  erect 
bridges  over  every  brook,  by  which  means  we  were 
four  days  getting  twelve  miles.  ^k 

At  this  camp  I  was  left  by  the  Doctor's  advice, 
and  the  General's  absolute  orders,  as  I  have  already 
mentioned,  without  which  I  should  not  have  been 
prevailed  upon  to  remain  behind  ;  as  I  then  imagined, 
and  now  believe,  I  shall  find  it  no  easy  matter  to  join 
my  own  corps  again,  which  is  twenty-five  miles  ad- 
vanced before  us.  Notwithstanding.  I  had  the  Gen- 
eral's word  of  honor,  pledged  in  the  most  solemn 
manner,  that  I  should  be  brought  up  before  he  ar- 
rived at  Fort  Duquesne,  They  have  had  frequent 
alarms,  and  several  men  have  been  scalped ;  but  this 
is  done  with  no  other  design  than  to  retard  the  march, 
and  to  harass  the  men,  who,  if  they  are  to  be  turned 
out  every  time  a  small  party  attacks  the  guards  at 
night  (for  I  am  certain  they  have  not  sufficient  force 
to  make  a  serious  assault),  their  ends  will  be  accom- 
plished by  the  gaining  of  time.  ^| 

I  have  been  now  six  days  with  Colonel  Dunbar's 
corps,  who  are  in  a  miserable  condition  for  want  of 
horses,  not  having  enough  for  their  wagons  ;  so  that 
the  only  method  he  has  of  proceeding,  is  to  march 
with  as  many  wagons  as  those  will  draw,  and  then 
halt  till  the  remainder  are  brought  up  with  the  same 
horses,  which  requires  two  days  more  ;  and  shortly,  I 
believe,  he  will  not  be  able  to  stir  at  all.     But  there 
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has  been  vile  management  in  regard  to  horses,  and 
while  I  am  mentioning  this,  I  must  not  forget  to 
desire  that  you  will  acquaint  Colonel  George  Fair- 
fat,  that  I  have  made  the  most  diligent  enquiry  after 
his  man  and  horses,  but  can  hear  nothing  of  either, 
at  least  nothing  that  can  be  credited. 

I  was  told  that  the  fellow  was  taken  ill  upon  the 

road,  while  he  was  with  Sir  John  St  Clair's  detach- 

menL    The  certainty  of  this  I  cannot  answer  for,  but 

believe  there  is  nothing  more  certain  than  that  he  is 

not  with  any  pan  of  the  army ;  and  unless  the  horses 

stray,  and  make  home  themselves.  I  believe  there  is 

a  thousand    to    one,  against  his   ever  seeing  them 

again  :  for  I  gave  up  a  horse  only  one  day,  and  never 

could  see  or  hear  of  him  afterwards. 

My  strength  wont  admit  me  to  say  more,  though 
I  have  not  said  half  what  I  intended  concerning  our 
affairs  here.  Business  1  shall  not  think  of,  but  depend 
solely  upon  your  management  of  alt  my  affairs,  not 
doubting  but  that  they  will  be  well  conducted. 

You  may  thank  my  friends  for  the  letters  I  have 
received  from  them,  which,  tell  them,  has  not  been 
on€  from  any  mortal  since  I  left  Fairfax,  except  your- 
self and  Mr.  Dalton.  It  is  a  specimen  of  their  regard 
and  kindness  which  I  should  endeavor  to  acknowl- 
edge and  thank  them  for,  was  I  able  and  suffered  to 
■write.  All  your  letters  to  me  I  would  have  sent  to 
Mr.  Cocks,  of  Winchester,  or  to  Governor  Innes,  at 
Fort  Cumberland,  that  I  may  have  the  better  chance 
of  their  coming  safe  to  hand.  Make  my  compliments 
to  oi/ who  think  me  worthy  of  their  enquiries. 
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yuly  id. — A  serious  inconvenience  attended  mc  in 
my  sickness,  and  that  was  the  losing  the  use  of  my 
servant;  for  poor  John  Alton  was  taken  about  the 
same  time  that  I  was,  and  with  nearly  the  same  dis- 
order, and  was  confined  as  long  ;  so  that  we  did  not 
see  each  other  for  several  days.  He  is  also  tolerably 
well  recovered. 

We  are  advanced  almost  as  far  as  the  Great 
Meadows,  and  I  shall  set  out  to-morrow  morning  for 
my  own  corps,  with  an  escort  of  one  hundred  men, 
which  is  to  guard  some  provisions  up,  so  that  my 
fears  and  doubts  on  that  head  are  now  removed. 

I  had  a  letter  yesterday  from  Orme,  who  writes 
me  word,  that  they  have  passed  the  Youghiogany 
for  the  last  time  ;  that  they  have  sent  out  parties  to 
scour  the  country  thereabouts,  and  have  reason  to 
believe  the  French  are  greatly  alarmed  at  their 
approach. 


'•■TsS 


TO    ROHERT   ORME. 

Ghkat  Crossinc,  jo  Jane, 

Dear  Orme, 

I  came  to  this  camp  on  Thursday  last,  with  the 
rear  of  Colonel  Dunbar's  detachment,  and  should 
have  continued  on  with  his  front  to-day.  but  was  pre- 
vented by  rain. 

My  fevers  are  very  moderate,  and,  I  hope,  near 
terminating ;  when  I  shall  have  nothing  to  encounter 
but  weakness,  which  is  excessive,  and  the  difficulty 
of  getting  to  you,  arising  therefrom  ;  but  this  I  would 
not  miss  doing,  before  you  reach   Duquesne,  for  five 
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hundred  pounds.  However,  I  have  no  doubt  now  of 
doing  ihis,  as  1  am  moving  on  slowly,  and  the  General 
has  given  me  his  word  of  honor,  in  the  most  solemn 
manner,  that  it  shall  be  effected. 

As  the  Doctor  thinks  it  imprudent  for  me  to  use 
much  exercise  for  two  or  three  days,  it  will  retard 
the  rapidity  of  my  movements.  Therefore,  I  should 
bej^atltobe  advised  of  your  marches  from  Gist's, 
and  how  you  are  likely  to  get  on.  for  you  may  rest 
assared  that  Colonel  Dunbar  cannot  move  from 
hii  present  encampment  in  less  than  two  or  three 
da)'s;  and  1  believe,  really,  it  will  be  as  much  as  he 
possibly  can  do  to  reach  the  Meadows  at  all,  so  that 
you  will  be  greatly  advanced  before  him. 

1  am  too  weak  to  add  more  than  my  compliments 
to  the  General,  the  family,  &c.  and  again  to  desire, 
that  you  will  oblige  mc  in  the  above  request,  and 
devise  the  most  effectual  means  for  me  to  join  you. 
I  am,  dear  Orme,  your  most  obedient  servant." 


b 


The  8th  of  July  I  rejoined  (in  a  covered  waggon)  the  ad> 
division  of  the  army,  under  the  immediate  command 
of  iht  General.  On  the  9th  I  attended  li'im  on  horse-back, 
tho'  vcT)'  weak  and  low.  On  this  day  h<:  was  attacked,  and 
•Jeftated.  by  a  party  of  French  and  Indians,  adjudged  not  to 
Otetcd  joo.  When  all  hope  of  rallying  the  dismayed  troops 
and  recovering  the  ground,  was  expired  (our  provisions  and 
stores  being  given  up)  I  was  ordered  to  Dunbar's  camp. 

^^pCdaMl  Dunbar  bd  admncsd  *even  nulei  bejrond  the  Gmi  M«ad«nri, 
^^pUmi  the  poMiloa  o(  hii  ciunp  jil  the  limeof  the  action.  Iletehc  tenuiined 
1^™  kt  WW  Ditt  by  General  Uniili!ock.  and  hit  lljing  Iroi>|i".  adei  llie  defeat  at 
I  '«  Uanongabda.  when  be  tpc<c<lilf  Ttlttal<d  wiih  tlic  trhulo  arinjr  (o  Fort 
C«ab,rlmd. 
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TO  GOVERNOR  INNES,  AT   FORT  CUMBERLAND.' 

LiTTLB  Meadows,  15  Julf,  175s- 


I 


Sir, 

Captain  Ornie,  being  confined  to  his  litter,  and  not 
well  able  to  write,  has  desired  me  to  acknowledge  the 
receipt  of  yours.  He  begs  the  favor  of  you  to  have 
the  room  that  the  General  lodged  in  prepared  for 
Colonel  Burton,  himself,  and  Captain  Morris,  who  arc 
all  wounded ;  also,  that  some  small  place  may  be 
had  convenient  for  cooking ;  and,  if  any  fresh  pro- 
vision, and  other  suitable  necessaries  for  persons  in 
their  condition,  may  be  had,  that  you  will  be  kind 
enough  to  engage  them.  He  also  begs  that  you 
will  order  the  present  which  was  sent  by  Governor 
Morris  to  the  General  and  his  family,  in  the  care  of 
Mr.  A.  le  Roy,  the  steward,  who  is  sent  on  for  that 
and  other  purposes." 

The  horses,  that  carry  the  wounded  gentlemen  in 
litters,  are  so  much  fatigued,  that  we  dread  their  per- 
formance ;  therefore,  it  is  desired  that  you  will  be 
kind  enough  to  send  out  eight  or  ten  fresh  horses  for 
their  relief,  which  will  enable  us  to  reach  the  fort  this 
evening. 

I  doubt  not  but  you  have  had  an  account  of  tft" 
poor  General's    death    by    some    of    the    affrighted 
wagoners,  who  ran  ofT,  without  taking  leave.     I  ani^ 
Sir,  your  most  obedient  servant.  ^H 

' "  II  apptMJQg  10  llie  Gen«»l  abiolutcly  necesuiry  to  leave  ume  prapei  |ier«oD 
Id  auperinleiitt  (he  commiAaadu,  and  10  ite^pilL^T;  ihc  ci^nvoys,  &n<1  also  lo  com- 
mand at   the  Fori,   Colodd    Innys  wus  appointed  govemoi  of  il." — Orm/t 

'  The  nature  o(  thia  prexent  U  given  in  Ihe  Ptmuylvaitia  Ctieniul  ltet«rit, 
»i.,  414,  415.  ~ 
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TO  GOVERNOR  DINWIDDIF- 

Funr  CuuuKKLAKii.  tS  Juljr,  i;ss. 

HoNBU  Sib, 

As  I  am  favored  with  an  opportunity,  1  should 
think  myself  inexcusable  was  I  to  omit  giving  you 
some  account  of  our  late  Engagement  with  the  French 
on  the  Monongahela,  the  9th  instant. 

We  continued  our  march  from  Fort  Cumberland  to 
Frazier's  (which  is  within  7  miles  of  Duquesne)  with- 
out meeting  any  extraordinary  event,  having  only  a 
straggler  or  two  picked  up  by  the  French  Indians. 
When  we  came  to  this  place,  we  were  attacked  (very 
unexpectedly)  by  about  three  hundred  French  and 
Indians.  Our  numbers  consisted  of  about  thirteen 
hundred  well  armed  men,  chiefly  Regulars,  who  were 
immediately  struck  \^ith  such  an  inconceivable  panick, 
that  nothing  but  confusion  and  disobedience  of  orders 
prevailed  among  them.  The  officers,  in  genera!,  be- 
haved with  incomparable  bravery,  for  n;hich  they 
greatly  suffered,  there  being  near  60  killed  and 
wounded — a  large  proportion,  out  of  the  number  we 
had! 

The  Virginia  companies  behaved  like  men  and 
died  like  soldiers  :  for  I  believe  out  of  three  com- 
panies that  were  on  the  ground  that  day  scarce  thirty 
were  left  alive.  Capt.  Fcyroney  and  all  his  officers, 
down  to  a  corporal,  were  killed ;  Captn.  Poison  had 
almost  as  hard  a  fate,  for  only  one  of  his  escaped.  In 
short,  the  dastardly  behaviour  of  the  Regular  troops 
(so-called)  ■  exposed  those  who  were  inclined  to  do 

'Tlic  icgnkis  Uid  tbe  reiponiitrilUjr  o(  defeat  on  lh«  ptovincinli,  allepng 
"  ilkH  tliey  win  luuauied  lijr  Jnllei  uneqiul  to  Iheii  numben,  and  dUpiriled 
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their  duty  to  almost  certain  death  ;  and.  at  length,  in 
despite  of  every  effort  to  the  contrary,  broke  and  ran 
as  sheep  before  bounds.  leaving  the  artillery,  ammu- 
nition, provisions,  baggage,  and,  in  short,  everything 
a  prey  to  the  enemy.  And  when  we  endeavoured  to 
rally  them,  in  hopes  of  regaining  the  ground  and 
what  we  had  left  upon  It.  it  was  with  as  little  success 
as  if  we  had  attempted  to  have  stopped  the  wild  bears 
of  the  mountains,  or  rivulets  with  our  feet ;  for  they 
would  break  by,  in  despite  of  every  effort  that  could 
be  made  to  prevent  it. 

The  General  was  wounded  in  the  shoulder  and 
breast,  of  which  he  died  three  days  after ;  his  two 
aids-de-camp  were  both  wounded,  but  are  in  a  fair 
way  of  recovery;  Colo.  Burton  and  Sr.  John  St. 
Clair  are  also  wounded,  and  I  Itope  will  get  over  it; 
Sir  Peter  Halket,  with  many  other  brave  officers, 
were  killed  in  the  field.  It  is  supposed  that  we  had 
three  hundred  or  more  killed  ;  about  that  number  we 
brought  off  wounded,  and  it  is  conjectured  (I  believe 
with  much  truth)  that  two  thirds  of  both  received 

Ihrougli  wnni  of  proifiioni ;  that  time  wu  not  allowed  lh«n  to  di«si  tbrit 
food  ;  [lial  tlieir  watcc  (Ilic  Only  li(|UOr.  loo.  tliey  hnil)  w&s  both  scatcc  and  o(  « 
bad  qu.-ilily  ;  m  fine,  llial  llic  provincUli  had  dishciilcncd  Ihein  l>y  repntol 
tuggcitiitns  of  iheir  fenri  of  a  dcfcAt  shoulil  lliey  lie  allackcij  br  [ndiaiu,  in 
which  rase  the  Eutopcnii  meiliiiit  of  figblmg  would  be  enlirelf  unavailing,"— 
Krvirw  ef  Ihi  Military  Optraliom  in  North  Amerua.frtm  ijjj  te  ij^i.  Tfc* 
GtHtlrman's  MAgAxiru  a&kcrled  thctc  uinie  loices — Irish,  Scotch  and  Engliib — 
Din  away  "  sliuiiiefully "  at  I'leston-Pans.  The  newi  of  Braddock'a  d«l«tt 
"  Kruck  a  general  damp  on  the  spiiiu  o(  the  soldlen"  in  Shirlcjr'a  and 
PeppereU'i  regiments,  and  many  descried. 

"  I  must  leave  a  proper  number  in  each  county  to  protect  it  from  the  CMn> 
binationi  of  the  Negro  tisves.  who  hive  been  very  audacioat  on  the  (Iffe«l  on 
the  Ohio,  These  poor  creatures  imagine  the  Frettoh  wiJl  give  them  llicif 
tmdom," — Dinwiddle  i»  Earl  ef  Hahfax,  aj  July,  IJJS. 


'jJiJ 


GEORGE  WASHINGTON. 


>75 


(heir  shot  from  oiir  own  cowardly  Regulars,  who 
^thercd  themselves  into  a  body,  contrary  to  orders, 
len  or  twelve  deep,  would  then  level,  fire  and  shoot 
down  the  men  before  them. 

I  tremble  at  the  consequences  that  this  defeat  may 
have  upon  our  back  settlers,  who,  I  suppose,  will  all 
leave  their  habitations  unless  there  are  proper  meas- 
ures taken  for  their  security. 

GjIol  Dunbar,  who  commands  at  present,  intends, 
as  soon  as  his  men  are  recruited  at  this  place,  to  con- 
tinue his  march  to  Philadelphia  for  winter  quarters  ; ' 
owsequently  there  will  be  no  men  left  here,  unless  it 
is  the  sh;ittered  remains  of  the  Virginia  troops,  who 
are  totally  inadequate  to  the  protection  of  the 
frontiers.     *     •     * 


TO  JOHN   A.    WA.SHINGTON. 

Fort  CuMBBKuiKD,  iSJul;,  t^jj. 

Dear  Brother, 

As  I  have  heard,  since  my  arrival  at  this  place,  a 
circumstantial  account  of  my  death  and  dying  speech, 
I  take  this  early  opportunity  of  contradicting  the 
first,  and  of  assuring  you,  that  I  have  not  as  yet 
composed  the  latter.'     But,  by  the  all-powerful  dis- 

■ "  Pcaffil  «f  «ii  unpvnaing  foe,  aU  the  unmunition.  and  lo  much  of  the 
prvfWoM  wtrc  (UnlToycd  (or  KCclentxn)Eih«ir  (tight,  that  Dunbar  wkt  actually 
abUfeii  to  nad  for  tliiiljr  horH  loailt  ol  ihe  Uilcc  l>cr<ira  Ik  reached  Fori 
Canbeiland.  vhcrche  •rrivcd  ■  verjr  (car  dayi  after,  with  thcthnilcrcd  rcmun« 
•f  th«  Bnglnh  truopk."  JtfpUw  »/  tk*  Mililnry  Oprrati^Mit  in  Nrrtk  Amtrita, 
Dtaiwiddie  wshcd  Dunlur  lo  rainain  and  make  a  new  altf  mpt  on  Duquctns  ; 
bau  ■  oonacCl  of  oAccn  vnaaimmuly  decided  the  ichcme  wai  impracticable,  and 
<M  tlw  Beil  daji  (AupiH  3d)  hq^n  hi*  march  lowaidt  Philadelphia. 

*  "  It  b  impom^il*  to  relate  the  dtflcrenl  accounlt  that  were  given  of  our  ■■(« 
■Bhappr  eiicaKCfiiettI :  all  of  which  tend  gteaily  lo  the  diudvanumc  of  the  poor 
IGeaml,  wlMbtennKilonaUhanila."— 70OrM/,  *8  July,  175s. 
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pensations  of  Providence,  I  have  been  protected  be- 
yond all  human  probability  and  expectation ;  for  I  had 
four  bullets  through  my  coat,  and  two  horses  shot 
under  me,  yet  escaped  unhurt,  altho'  death  was  level- 
ling my  companions  on  every  side  of  me  I 

We  have  been  most  scandalously  beaten  by  a 
trifling  body  of  men,  but  fatigue  and  want  of  time  will 
prevent  me  from  giving  you  any  of  the  details,  until 
I  have  the  happiness  of  seeing  you  at  Mount  Vernon, 
which  I  now  most  ardently  wish  for,  since  we  are 
drove  in  thus  far.  A  weak  and  feeble  state  of  health 
obliges  me  to  halt  here  for  two  or  three  days,  to  ne- 
cover  a  little  strength,  that  1  may  thereby  be  enabled 
to  proceed  homewards  with  more  ease.  You  may 
expect  to  see  me  there  on  Saturday  or  Sunday  se'- 
night,  which  is  as  soon  as  I  can  well  be  down,  as  I 
shall  take  my  Bullskin  Plantations '  in  my  way.  Pray 
give  my  compliments  to  all  my  friends.  I  am,  dear 
Jack,  your  most  affectionate  brother/ 

'  An  eslal«  left  to  him  by  his  brolher  Liw[Cni.-«  Wuhinglcm. 

•  He  «rrived  at  Mount  Vernon  on  the  a6th  of  July.  He  «ill  relAiaed  ibe 
office  of  ndjulant  of  the  norlhcni  division  of  militia,  Rni)  iminedialelr  wrote 
to  the  county  lieutenants,  Ordering  tlic  militia  lo  be  ready  and  propeflf 
equipped  in  each  county  on  certain  dayt,  when  he  should  be  ptcteni  lo  icviiv 
and  exercise  then. 

Sucli  WB£  the  alarm  created  by  the  Buccessof  the  French  at  Bta<3dock'»  d«f««l. 
that  volunteer  companies  embodied  themselves  in  different  parts  of  Virginia  lo 
march  to  the  frontiers.  The  Reverend  Samuel  Davies,  at  thai  time  a  cleigy- 
niaji  in  Hanover  County,  preached  a  sermon  lo  one  of  these  companies,  on  the 
I7lh  of  August,  which  was  printed  in  Philadelphia  and  London,  and  entitled. 
"  Rtligitn  and  Patristiint  thr  Conitilutnli  0/  a  Cent  Selditr."  Alter  applaud* 
ing  the  palriollc  spirit  and  niililary  Ardor,  which  had  begun  to  manifest  then- 
tetvei,  the  preacher  adds, — 

"  As  a  remarkable  instance  of  thii,  I  may  point  out  to  the  pahllc  that  heroic 
youth.  Colonel  Washington,  whom  I  cannot  but  hope  Providence  has  biiheiw 
ptcserred  in  w  signal  a  manner  for  some  important  service  to  hi>  coantry." 
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TO  ROBERT  JACKSON. 

Mount  Vkrikik,  »  AugnM,  iTSi, 

Dear  Sir, 

I  must  acknowledge  you  had  great  reason  to  be 
lerrified  with  the  first  accounts,  that  were  given  of  our 
unhappy  defeat :  and,  I  must  own,  I  was  not  a  little 
surprised  to  find,  that  Governor  Innes  was  the  means 
of  alarming  the  country  with  a  report  so  extraordinary, 
without  having  better  confirmation  of  the  truth,  than 
the  story  of  an  affrighted  wagoner  ! 

It  is  true,  we  have  been  beaten,  shamefully  beaten, 
by  a  handful  of  men,  who  only  intended  to  molest 
and  disturb  our  march.  Victory  was  their  smalUst 
expectation.  But  see  the  wondrous  works  of  Provi- 
dence, the  uncertainty  of  human  things  !  We,  but  a 
few  moments  before,  believed  our  numbers  almost 
equal  to  the  Canadian  force  ;  (hey,  only  expected  to 
annoy  us.  Yet,  contrary  to  all  expectation  and  hu- 
man probability,  and  even  to  the  common  course  of 
things,  we  were  totally  defeated,  sustained  the  loss  of 
every  thing,  which  they  have  got.  are  enriched  by  it, 
and  accommodated  by  them.  This,  as  you  observe, 
must  be  an  affecting  story  to  the  colony,  and  will,  no 
doubt,  license  the  tongues  of  people  to  censure  those, 
whom  they  chink  most  blamablc  ;  which,  by  the  by, 
often  falls  very  wrongfully.  I  join  verj'  heartily  with 
you  in  believing,  that  when  this  story  comes  to  be  re- 
lated in  future  annals,  it  will  meet  with  unbelief  and 
indignation,  for  had  I  not  been  witness  to  the  fact  on 
that  fatal  day,  !  should  scarce  have  given  credit  to 
it  even  turw. 
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Whenever  it  suits  you  to  come  into  Fairfax.  I  hope 
you  will  make  your  home  at  Mount  Vernon.  Please 
to  give  my  compliments  to  all  inquiring  friends.  I 
assure  you,  nothing  could  have  added  more  to  the 
satisfaction  of  my  safe  return,  than  hearing  of  the 
friendly  concern  that  has  been  expressed  on  my  sup- 
posed death.     I  am,  &c. 


TO   AUGUSTINE   WASHINGTON.' 

MoDNT  VncMoH.  s  Augtut, 

Dear  Brother, 

The  pleasure  of  your  company  at  Mount  Vernon 
always  did.  and  always  will,  afford  me  infinite  satis- 
faction ;  but,  at  this  time,  I  am  too  sensible  how  need- 
ful the  country  is  of  the  assistance  of  all  its  mem- 
bers, to  have  a  wish  to  hear  that  any  are  absent  from 
the  Assembly.  1  most  sincerely  wish  that  unanimity 
may  prevail  in  al!  your  councils,  and  that  a  happy  issue 
may  attend  your  deliberations  at  this  important  crisis. 

I  am  not  able,  were  I  ever  so  willing,  to  meet  you 
in  town,  for  I  assure  you  it  is  with  some  difficulty, 
and  with  much  fatigue,  that  I  visit  my  plantations  In 
the  Neck ;  so  much  has  a  sickness  of  five  weeks'  con- 
tinuance reduced  me.  But  tho'  it  is  not  in  my  power 
to  meet  you  there,  I  can  nevertheless  assure  you, 
and  "others  whom  it  may  concern"  (to  borrow  a 
phrase  from  Governor  Innes),  that  I  am  so  little  dis- 
pirited at  what  has  happened,  that  I  am  always  ready 

'  Aujuitinc  Washington  wsis  an  elder  brolher  by  [he  father'i  6rtt  auutUge, 
and  wa>  now  >[  WilliBnitburg  as  a  member  of  ihe  Attemblf. 
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and  always  willing,  to  render  my  country'  any  services 
that  1  am  capable;  of,  but  never  upon  the  terms  1  have 
done;  having  suffered  much  in  my  private  fortune, 
besides  impairing  one  of  the  best  constitutions. 

1  was  employed  to  go  a  journey  in  the  winter 
(^rfien,  I  believe,  few  or  none  would  have  undertaken 
ii). and  what  did  I  get  by  it?  My  expenses  borne  1 
I  then  was  appointed,  with  trifling  pay,  to  conduct  a 
hindful  of  men  to  the  Ohio.  What  did  I  get  by  this? 
Why,  after  putting  myself  to  a  considerable  expense, 
io  equipping  and  providing  necessaries  for  the  cam- 
paign, I  went  out,  was  soundly  beaten,  lost  them  all ! 
—came  in  and  had  my  commission  taken  from  me. 
Or.  in  other  words,  my  f<7w/«M«(/ reduced,  under  ySff- 
itKt  of  an  order  from  home  /  I  then  went  out  a  vol- 
unteer with  General  Braddock,  and  lost  all  my  horses 
■wd  many  other  things ;  but  this  being  a  voluntary  act,  I 
<»^t  not  to  have  mentioned  fkis;  nor  should  I  have 
done  it,  was  it  not  to  show  that  I  have  been  upon  the 
wsii^  order  ever  since  I  entered  the  service,  which 
Know  near  two  years.  So  that  I  think  1  cannot  be 
Warned,  should  I,  If  I  leave  my  family  again,  endeavour 
to  do  it  upon  such  terms  as  to  prevent  my  suffering ; 
[\again  by  it  being  the  least  of  my  expectation). 

I  doubt  not  but  you  have  heard  the  particulars  of 
Our  shameful  defeat,  which  really  was  so  scandalous, 
tfaat  I  hate  to  mention  it.  You  desire  to  know  what 
artillery  was  taken  in  the  late  engagement  It  is 
easily  told.  We  lost  all  that  we  carried  out,  except- 
ing two  six-poundcrs,  and  a  few  cohorns,  that  were 
left  with  Colonel   Dunbar ;   and  the  cohorns   have 
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since  been  destroyed  to  expedite  his  flight.  You 
also  ask,  whether  I  think  the  forces  can  march  out 
again  this  fall.  I  answer,  1  think  it  impossible,  at 
lea.st,  for  them  to  do  the  French  any  damage  (un- 
less it  be  by  starving  them),  for  want  of  a  proper 
train  of  artillery ;  yet  they  may  be  very  serviceable 
in  erecting  small  fortresses  at  convenient  places  to 
deposit  provisions  in,  by  which  means  the  country 
will  be  eased  of  an  immense  expense  in  the  carriage, 
and  it  will  also  be  a  means  of  secudng  a  retreat,  if 
we  should  be  put  to  the  rout  again.  The  success 
of  this  tho"  will  depend  greatly  upon  what  Governor 
Shirley  does  at  Niagara  ;  for.  if  he  succeeds,  their 
communication  with  Canada  will  be  entirely  cut  off. 

It  is  impossible  for  me  to  guess  at  the  number  of 
recruits  that  may  be  wanting,  as  that  must  depend 
altogether  upon  the  strength  of  the  French  on  the 
Ohio,  which,  to  my  great  astonishment,  we  were 
always  strangers  to. 

I  thank  you,  very  heartily,  for  your  kind  offer  of  a 
chair,  and  for  your  goodness  in  sending  my  things ; 
and.  after  begging  you  to  excuse  the  imperfections  of 
the  above,  (which,  in  part,  are  owing  to  my  having 
much  company  that  hurries  me,)  I  shall  conclude, 
dear  Sir,  your  most  afTectionate  brother. 
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TO    MRS.    MARY    WASHINGTON. 

Mount  Vbrnon,  14  August,  177;. 

Honored  Madam. 

If  it  is  in  my  power  to  avoid  going  to  the   Ohio 
again,  I  shall  ;  but  if  the  command  is  pressed  upon 
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me,  by  the  general  voue  of  the  countrj'.  and  offered 
upon  such  terms  as  cannot  be  objected  against,  it 
would  reflect  dishonor  upon  me  to  refuse  ;  and  that, 
I  am  sure,  must  or  ought  to  give  you  greater  uneasi- 
ness, than  my  going  in  an  honorable  command,  for 
opoo  no  other  terms  I  will  accept  of  it.  At  present 
I  have  no  proposals  made  to  me,  nor  have  I  any  ad- 
viccof  such  an  intention,  except  from  private  hands. 


TO   WARNER   LEWIS. 

HoUHT  Vbrhon,  14  August.  I7SJ. 

Dear  Sir. 

After  returning  you  my  most  sincere  and  grateful 
thanks,  for  your  kind  condolence  on  my  late  indispo- 
sition, and  for  the  generous  (and  give  me  leave  far- 
ther to  say)  partial  opinion,  you  have  entertained  of 
By  military  abilities,  I  must  express  my  concern  for 
not  having  it  in  my  power  to  meet  you,  and  other 
friends,  who  have  signified  their  desire  of  seeing  me 
in  Williamsburg.' 

Mr.  Ludwcll,  lutoihci  of  hb  [(l«ndi  in  the  AMonbly,  b>d  wrtllcn  to  him 
^  1^  Sih  ol  AngwI. — "  I  matt  lieartilf  congratulalo  you  on  your  ufo  rstum 
^H«uai]pduit«nKDdfaligun.  *nd  by  ihis  limc  t  hop«yauate  well  enriBKli 
"""tn'  (o  gtrc  Bi  llic  ptcMurc  ul  Mclog  you  here,  which  all  ynui  (riciidi  are 
""Mtlf  4e*iroui  of-  Th«  House  hu  roleJ  Iwelve  hundred  men,  but  it  ii 
''T  fnbuble  tbcy  will  determine  at  Icoit  tor  (our  ihouMud.  In  oonvcnation 
*'<kih(  Governor  1 1*14.  1(  lliit  thoiild  be  done  I  tuppoMd  h<«  Honor  would 
("^i^K  coHiMnd  of  them  to  Colonel  Washington,  for  I  thought  hr  de^en-(ld 
CRTtUaghiiCOBalTjr  oonld  do  lor  him.  TheGovcrnor  made  reply  much  in 
IMrltrar.  though  I  undrntand  thrtc  a  another  warm  <oliciIatii)n  for  it.  It 
**mU  be  •■>  bappT  m  lo  bate  you  here  at  this  lime,  and  il  were  known  that 
T*  ire  vftllng  10  tike  »Dch  a  command.  I  believe  it  would  j^eatly  promote 
tw  ncGMt  ef  VB  endeiTonn  with  the  ABembljt." 
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Your  letter  only  came  to  hand  at  nine  last  night, 
and  you  inform  me,  that  the  Assembly  will  break  up 
the  latter  end  of  the  week,  which  allows  a  time  too 
short  in  which  to  perform  a  journey  of  a  hundred  and 
sixty  miles,  especially  by  a  person  in  my  weak  and 
feeble  condition ;  for,  altho  I  am  happily  recovered 
from  the  disorder,  which  brought  me  to  so  low  an 
ebb,  by  a  sickness  of  nearly  five  weeks'  continuance, 
yet  my  strength  is  not  returned  to  me.  Had  I  got 
timely  notice,  I  would  have  attempted  the  ride,  by  slow 
and  easy  journeys,  if  it  had  been  only  for  the  satisfaOH 
tion  of  seeing  my  friends,  who,  I  flatter  myself,  from 
what  you  say,  are  kind  enough  to  sympathize  in  m; 
good  and  evil  fortunes. 

The  chief  reason  (next  to  indisposition),  that  p 
vented  me  from  coming  down  to  this  Assembly,  was 
a  determination  not  to  offer  my  services ;  and  that 
determination  proceeded  from  the  following  reasons. 
First,  a  belief  that  I  could  not  get  a  command  upon 
such  terms  as  I  should  incline  to  accept ;  for  I  must 
confess  to  you,  that  1  never  will  quit  my  family, 
injure  my  fortune,  and,  (above  all,)  impair  my  health 
to  run  the  risk  of  such  changes  and  vicissitudes,  as  I 
have  met  with,  but  shall  expect,  if  I  am  employed 
again,  to  have  something  certain.  Again,  was  I  to 
accept  the  command,  1  should  insist  upon  some 
things,  which  ignorance  and  inexperience  made  me 
overlook  before,  particularly  that  of  having  the  offi- 
cers appointed,  in  some  measure,  with  my  advice  and 
with  my  concurrence,  for  I  must  add  I  think  a  com- 
manding ofHcer,  not  having  this  liberty,  appears  to  me 
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to  be  a  strange  thing,  when  it  is  considered  how  much 
the  conduct  and  bravery  of  an  officer  influence  the 
men.  how  much  a  commanding  officer  is  answerable 
loT  the  behaviour  of  the  inferior  officers,  and  how 
much  his  good  or  ill  success.  In  time  of  action,  de- 
pends upon  the  conduct  of  each  particular  one,  espe- 
dally  too,  in  this  kind  of  fighting,  where,  being  dis- 
persed, each  and  every  of  them  at  that  time  has  a 
greater  liberty  to  misbehave,  than  if  he  were  regular- 
ly and  compactly  drawn  up  under  the  eyes  of  his 
superior  officer. 

On  the  other  hand,  how  little  credit  is  given  to  a 
commander,  who,  after  a  defeat,  in  relating  the  cause 
of  it,  justly  lays  the  blame  on  some  individual,  whose 
coirardly  behaviour  betrayed  the  whole  to  ruin  1 
How  little  docs  the  world  consider  the  circumstances, 
and  how  apt  are  mankind  to  level  their  vindictive 
censures  against  the  unfortunate  chief,  who  perhaps 
merited  least  of  the  blame  I 

Does  it  not  appear,  then,  that  the  appointing  of 
officers  is  a  thing  of  the  utmost  consequence ;  a 
thing  that  requires  the  greatest  circumspection  ? 
Ought  it  to  be  left  to  blind  chance,  or.  what  is  still 
worse,  to  partiality  ?  Should  it  not  be  left  to  a  man 
whose  life,  (and  what  is  still  dearer,  whose  honor,) 
depends  upon  their  good  behaviour? 

There  arc  necessary  officers  yet  wanting,  for  whom 
no  provision  has  been  made.  A  small  military  chest 
is  so  absolutely  necessary,  that  it  is  impossible  to  do 
without,  nor  can  any  man  conduct  an  affair  of  this 
kind,  who  has  it  not 
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These  things  I  shoulii  expect,  if  the  appointment 
fell  upon  me. 

But,  besides  all  these,  I  had  other  reasons,  which 
withheld  me  from  offering  my  sen-ices.  I  beheve  our 
circumstances  are  brought  to  that  unhappy  dilemma, 
that  no  man  can  gain  any  honor  by  conducting  our 
forces  at  this  time,  but  will  rather  lose  in  his  reputa- 
tion if  he  attempts  it  For  I  am  confident,  the  pro- 
gress of  military  movements  must  be  slow,  for  want 
of  conveniences  to  transport  our  provisions,  ammu- 
nition, and  stores,  over  the  mountain  ;  occasioned,  in 
a  great  measure,  by  the  late  ill  treatment  of  the 
wagoners  and  horse-drivers,  who  have  received  little 
compensation  for  their  labor,  and  nothing  for  their 
lost  horses  and  wagons;  which  will  be  an  infallible 
cause  of  preventing  all  from  assisting  that  are  not 
compelled.  So  that  I  am  fully  sensible,  whoever 
undertakes  this  command  will  meet  with  such  insur- 
mountable obstacles,  that  he  will  soon  be  viewed  in  the 
light  of  an  idle,  indolent  body,  have  his  conduct  criti- 
cised, and  meet  perhaps  with  opprobrious  abuse,  when 
it  may  be  as  much  out  of  his  power  to  avoid  delays, 
as  it  would  be  to  command  the  raging  seas  in  a 
storm. 

Viewing  these  things  in  the  light  I  do  has  no  small 
influence  upon  me,  as  I  am  very  apprehensive  I 
should  lose,  what  at  present  constitutes  the  chief 
part  of  my  happiness,  i.  e.,  the  esteem  and  notice 
which  the  country  has  been  pleased  to  honor  me 
with. 

It  is  possible  you  may  infer  from  what  I  have  s: 
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that  my  intentions  are  to  decline,  at  all  events ;  but 
my  meaning  is  not  so,  I  am  determined  not  to  offer ; 
^because  to  solicit  the  command,  and,  at  the  same 
time,  to  make  my  proposals,  would  be  a  little  incon- 
gruous, and  carry  with  it  the  face  of  self-sufficiency. 
But  if  the  command  should  be  offered,  the  case  is 
then  altered,  as  I  should  be  at  liberty  to  make  such 
objections,  as  reason  and  my  small  experience  had 
>inted  out.*  I  hope  you  will  make  my  compliments 
to  all  enquiring  friends. 

I  am,  dear  Warner,  your  most  affectionate  friend, 
ad  obedient  servant. 


'  WUIe  ColoAcI  Wufaingion  wu  wtiiinf;  thii  letter,  he  had  Already  been 
■ppoinlad  to  the  Mianuntl.  The  Aucmlity  viiicil  fotiy  Ihoutand  [loniidi  lor 
■he  pvUic  terrice,  and  ilic  Governor  and  Council  immediatel)'  rtiulved  lo  in- 
I  mw  the  Virginia  reghneni  to  nxtccn  companiei.  In  the  name  act,  (he 
iTiiH  iiildj  »]so  gnaled  loC«or^  Waihington  Ibe  sum  of  three  hundred  pounds. 
to  iIm  cspulBi  KTealy-fivc  pound*  each,  lo  the  lieulenanti  and  aU[|;can  thirty 
pe«wik.  and  (o  evvry  voUlicr  lire  pounds,  >*  "a  rwurI  ami  comjiciiksiinii  (or 
llketr  gallHI  bet>a*ioinr  and  loHes."  ai  the  battle  of  the  Monosgahelo.  Wash- 
la(UMi'B  graat  wu  (or  hix  louci  iiutaincd. 

The  Governor*!  camninian  Mid  inMnictioni  lo  Colonel  WaHhinclon,  as.  txaa- 
I— mill  in  rhirf  of  the  Viigioia force*,  ate  dated  an  the  i4ih  of  AugusL  H« 
wu  aUoved  aQ  that  ii  demanded  in  the  above  letter,  and  a1«i  lo  appoint  on 
sid-de-auBpaad  Kcratsry.  The  next  officcn  in  rank  undei  liiin  wcr«  Licu> 
one)  Adtn  Stephen  ood  Major  Andrew  \xvm, 
'  I  have  gTonied  cocamiuians  to  raise  xliteen  companlei,  (o  an|^enl  onr 
\  toone  Ihontaad  men,  and  hate  incorporaied  them  into  a  regiment.  Th* 
I  Iheraoj  UpTcn  to  Colonel  George  Waihington,  who  wot  oneof  Gen- 
I  Bradilock'a  sid*rfle<amp,  ind  I  iliinlc  a  tnin  of  Kieat  meiit  and  resolution. 
roSccriMe  grcaUy  ditpuited  for  uraut  of  hit  Majnty'iconnniuions.  that, 
(iMn  ilMy  join  Ibe  regnUfi  they  may  hare  tome  rank ;  and  I  am  penuadcd 
I  wo«ld  be  ol  ialintle  nervice,  il  liii  Majctly  would  i;raciou)ly  plnye  to  honor 
I  wilh  hk  romMMaion^  the  lame  as  General  Shidey'i  and  SirWillinni  Pep- 
r>  rtglneBt) ;  aad  I  am  convinced,  if  Generil  Broddiick  had  survived,  he 
1  have  recoanwndrd  Mr.  Wathington  lo  the  rnyal  (■vdi." — DinwiddU  la 
Sir  Tk»mai  H»Umm,  Sept.  6.  17;$. 

Aa  loan  aa  Cotone)  Woiblneton  wot  informed  of  hia  appolntmenl,  he  re- 
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TO  JOHN    ROBINSON. 

Alxxaki>iua,  II  Scplember,  Vt%\. 

Sir, 

After  a  small  halt  at  Fredricksburg,  to  issue  out 
orders  to  the  recruiting  officers  appointed  to  thai|B 
rendezvous,  I  proceeded  to  this  place,  in  order  to  coli^^ 
tect  a  return  of  the  provisions,  clothing,  &c  that 
were  lodged  here,  an  exact  copy  of  which  I  herewith  , 
send  you.  I  find,  after  the  soldiers  have  their  shor^H 
allowances,  there  will  arise  great  inconveniences,  i^^ 
stores  of  clothing  are  not  laid  in  to  supply  their 
wants;  particularly  shoes,  stockings,  and  shirts,  for 
these  are  the  least  durable  and  mostly  needed. 

The  method  I  would  recommend  is,  for  the  country 
to  provide  these  things,  and  lodge  them,  or  a  conve- 
nient part  thereof,  in  the  hands  of  the  quartermaster, 
who  may  be  appointed  to  receive  and  deliver  them  to 
the  soldiers,  by  particular  orders  from  their  captains, 
taking  care  to  produce  these  orders  and  proper 
vouchers  for  the  delivery,  each  pay-day,  when  it 
must  be  deducted  out  of  that  soldier's  pay,  who  re- 
ceives it.  And  then  this,  I  think,  will  be  a  means  of 
keeping  them  always  provided  and  fit  for  duty,  pre- 
venting the  officers  from  supplying  the  men,  which  is 

paired  \o  Willtumsburg  to  consult  wilh  Ihe  governnr  recpecling  futute  open- 

lions.     When  he  wrote  this  leliei  he  was  on  his  relorn  \a  Winchester,  nbicli 

place  was  flxeil  upon  us  hia  head-quulen.    The  two  other  points  of  rendeivo|^^| 
for  (he  rccruils  were  Fredctickiburg  and  AteiatidriB.  ^^| 

'■  I  with,  my  dear  Charles,  it  w»s  mote  in  my  power  than  it  is,  lo  aniwcr  Ihe 
favorable  opinion  tn^  (tieiids  have  conceived  of  my  military  ablltlicfc.  I.el 
them  not  be  deceived  ;  1  am  unequal  to  the  task,  and  do  assucc  you,  thai  it  nv 
quires  more  cKperience  than  1  am  muter  of.  to  condaet  on  aSoIt  of  tlie  im> 
poilancc  that  this  is  now  ari&en  to," — WiakinglBn  ta  Clutrtii  Ltvnt,  14  Auputt, 
I7SS. 
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generally  attended  with  misunderstandings ;  and  will 
also  be  a  means  of  discouraging  followers  of  the  army 
from  demanding  such  exorbitant  prices,  as  is  usually 
practised  on  these  occasions.  However,  I  only  offer 
this  as  the  most  efficacious  method  I  can  at  present 
think  of.  If  any  other  more  eligible  can  be  found. 
I  should  be  glad  to  see  it  executed,  as  something  of 
th«kind  must  be  done,  otherwise  the  soldiers  will  be 
barefoot,  &c.  which  always  pleads  for  exemption 
from  duty,  and,  indeed,  in  the  approaching  season  will 
be  a  wry  just  one.  You  will  be  a  judge,  when  you 
see  the  returns,  what  had  best  be  done  with  the  pro- 
viaons.  The  quantity  is  too  great  for  the  present 
consumption,  and  to  wagon  it  up  can  never  answer 
the  expense. 

Major  Carlyle  thinks  the  West  India  market  best, 
ssthe  returns  will  be  in  rum,  which  he  can  soon  turn 
into  flour  at  the  camp. 

I  am  afraid  I  shall  not  be  able  to  push  things  with 
'igorthis  fall,  for  want  of  a  commissary  who  will  act 
wh  spirit.  Mr.  Dick  seems  determined  not  to  enter 
into  any  further  contracts,  unless  he  is  better  sup- 
poncd.  or  'till  he  meets  the  Committee  in  October,  by 
which  time  the  best  season  for  engaging  beef  will  be 
almost  over.  And  the  Governor,  by  the  advice  of  Sir 
John  Sl  Clair,  expressed,  just  as  I  was  coming  away, 
••isdesireof  having  him  continued  ;  so  that  I  am  entire- 
ly ignorant  how  to  act.  The  making  of  contracts  my- 
s^f  is  foreign  to  my  duty  ;  neither  have  I  time  ;  and 
to  see  the  service  suffer  will  give  me  infinite  uneasi- 
ness, as  I  would  gladly  conduct  every  thing,  as  far  as 
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I  am  capable,  with  life  and  spirit,  which  never  can  be 
done  without  a  fund  of  money  is  lodged  in  camp  for 
defraying  the  contingent  charges."  As  I  believed  it 
difficult  to  get  all  the  clothing  in  any  one  part  of  the 
country,  I  engaged  it  where  I  could,  and  have  got 
shoes,  stockings,  shirts,  and  hats  enough  upon  tolera- 
ble good  terms,  as  you  may  see  by  the  enclosed. 

Major  Carlylc  is  also  willing  to  engage  one  hun- 
dred complete  suits,  as  good  as  tliosc  imported,  for 
three  pounds,  or  less ;  which  I  have  acquainted  the 
Governor  of,  and  believe  it  to  be  as  cheap  as  can  be 
got  below,  as  it  is  the  making  chiefly,  that  occasion* 
the  difference  between  the  imported,  and  those  pro- 
vided here.      I  am,  &c.' 

'  To  (he  ('Overnot  he  wrote  :  "  I  greaily  (eu  we  iliati  also  procnd  iltem\f 
in  recniiiin^,  li  was  aUempied  at  the  general  muster  in  this  coantf  «ritho«t 
success.  And  ihe  oDicet^.  newly  appointed,  begun  in  eipreu  their  appnlwa- 
sioDi  tx>  )ocin  ■;  Llic)-  had  their  committioni :  and  lo  draft  Iheui  will  annrtr  tts 
«nd.  unlcsi  iliey  are  pul  under  bellcr  rcgnUtioni.  A  proof  of  lhl>  h  *eiy 
flagrant  in  Frcdericluburgh,  where  Ihey  were  ohlii^cd  lo  impiiiun  the  nKDi 
who  were  ittcrwairfs  rescued  liy  ihcir  companionB."    Seplember  ii,  1755. 

'  According  lo  Washingion'i  copy  of  his  Mililary  Orders  and  Iniimctlau  tbt 
following  were  his.  movements  at  this  lime ; — 

'■  Atlet  giving  Ihe  neee MS ry  orders  and  collecting  returns  of  (he  proviiian). 
clotliing,  &c.  al  this  place  [Alexandria],  and  stares  at  Rock  Creek,  I  ooiuinutd 
lo  Winchester,  where  I  arnved  on  the  I4lh  [of  Sepiember]  ,  .  .  Fran 
thence  I  continued  (o  Fort  CumtierUnd.  and  took  upon  ni<  the  command  of 
Ibc  troops  Ihetc.  issuing  Ihe  dally  orders,  and  giving  mch  inElructiimii  and 
directions  as  ap;>caTed  neccuaiy.  .  .  .  From  thence  I  proceeded  lo  Foil 
CinwidJic.on  Jiicksoii's  rivet  [He  was  there  on  the  a^ih]  .  .  .  After  e*- 
Bmining  into  the  slate  of  aflairs  here,  and  giving  such  directions  u  seemed 
convenient.  I  set  out  on  my  return  to  Alexandria,  where  [  arriveil  the  second 
of  October.  .  .  .  October  5.  ariined  at  Frcdericksburgh.  on  nty  iray  lo 
Willi  am  sburgh.  .  .  .  From  hence  I  set  out  on  the  Tlh  to  Williamsbnii^. 
....  From  hence  1  continued  my  journey  to  Colonel  Baylor's,  where  I 
wiik  overtaken  by  an  express  sent  from  Colonel  Stephen,  informing,  that  a  body 
of  Indians  had  fallen  on  the  inhabitants,  killed  many  of  them,  destroyed  and 
burnt  several  of  their  hauses.     I  hereupon  wrote  lo  the  Governor,  and  retttmed 
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TO  GOVERNOR  DINWIDDIE. 


Sir. 


Fnsukmickshuki:.  S  Oclobct,  17S9. 


I  arrived  at  this  place  in  less  than  three  hours  after 
I  wrote  you  from  Colonel  Baylor's ;  and  some  small 
time  after,  arrived  also  Colonel  Stephen,  who  gives 
aworse  account,  than  he  related  in  his  letter;  but  as 
he  is  the  bearer  of  this,  1  shall  be  less  prolix,  refer- 
rii^  to  him  for  particulars. 

I  shall  set  out  this  evening  for  Winchester,  where 
I  expect  to  be  joined  by  the  recruits  from  Alexandria 
and  this  place,  as  soon  as  they  can  possibly  march 
ibt  distance :  also,  by  one  hundred  men  from  Prince 
William  and  Trederick.  And  1  have  wrote  to  Fair- 
tax  county,  desiring  that  a  troop  of  horse  may  hold 
themselves  in  readiness  to  march  at  an  hour's  warn- 
ing. So  that  1  doubt  not,  but  with  the  assistance  of 
these,  I  shall  be  able  to  repulse  the  enemy,  if  they  are 
still  committing  their  outrages  upon  the  inhabitants. 
We  are  at  a  loss  for  want  of  almost  every  necessary. 
Tents,  kettles,  arms,  ammunition,  cartridge-paper,  &c, 
^  we  are  distressed  for.  Therefore,  I  hope,  as 
your  Honor  did  not  send  to  Philadelphia  for  them, 
you  will,  if  possible,  endeavour  to  get  them  below. 
Mdsend  them  by  the  first  opportunity  to  this  place, 
Or  Alexandria,  with  orders  that  they  may  be  for- 
warded immediately  to  Winchester. 

ivmcdisltl)'  to  l-'icittri<;k:ibur);[i,  ant)  wroua  MCond  Idler  [that  printed  on  thlt 
PE*]  l»  the  Eorernot.     .     .      .     Al  Ihii  place  [Krtdkibg]  1  prtsswl  horsw, 

ud  rade  iRimeiliiitcIy  to  Lord  Fiirfut's  and  WinchcsleF :  and,  6nding  cvefy. 

thing  im  Uu  ulmoit  cooftuion,  and  no  ccrlaTn  accnunlG  i>f  ihc  enemy,  I  hired 
I  lo  go  (o  lh«  Bnnch  and  endeavour  lo  procure  inlelligenc«," 
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I  must  again  take  the  liberty  of  mentioning  to  your 
Honor,  the  necessity  there  is  of  putting  the  militia,, 
when  they  are  drawn  out  into  actual  service,  undei—  ' 
better  regulation  than  they  are  at  present,  as  well  as 
there  is  of  putting  us  [under]  a  military  law."  Other- 
wise we  shall  only  be  a  burthensome  charge  to  the 
country,  and  the  others  will  prove  its  ruin.  That  this 
may  not  appear  an  unmeaning  expression,  I  shall 
refer  your  Honor,  to  Lieutenant-Colonel  Stephen, 
who  can  give  you  some  late  proofs  of  their  disobedi- 
ence and  inconsistent  behaviour. 

I  find  I  cannot  possibly  be  in  Williamsburg,  as 
these  afTairs  will  engage  some  time,  till  the  sixth, 
seventh,  or  eighth  of  November,  when  I  should  be 
glad  to  meet  a  committee,  in  order  to  settle  witli 
them  and  your  Honor  some  points,  that  are  ver 
necessary  for  the  good  of  the  expedition. 

Colonel  Stephen  has  orders  to  receive  some  mom 
below  (if  he  can),  that  we  may  be  enabled  to  pay  the 
troops,  and  to  keep  them  in  spirits,  and  to  answer 
such  immediate  charges  as  cannot  be  dispensed  with, 
until  1  come  down.  And  1  should  be  glad  if  your 
Honor  would  order  him  to  repair  therewith  (as  soon 
as  he  has  done  his  business  with  the  committee)  to 
Winchester ;  and  from  thence,  with  a  proper  guard, 
to  Fort  Cumberland.  1  hope  the  treasury  will  have 
a  sufficient  sum  of  money  prepared  against  I  come 
down,  that  I  meet  with  no  great  delay. 


1 


'  Of  this  Ihe  Guvernor  was  cont inced.  for  iinnieilUi«ly  afler  the  dcfol  of 
Broiiclock  ht  wrote  (o  his  superiois  of  his  inlenlion  lo  prcu  ■  miliury  law. 
wliliout  which  liiile  <lepei]dence  could  be  plaGcd  in  the  militik.  Id  tbe  Anguil 
session  a  new  legutatiun  of  militia  was  passed, — HiHiug,  vi..  530. 
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[  should  be  glad  your  Honor  would  give  Colonel 
Stephen  all  the  assistance  you  can  in  getting  the 
Boocy.  There  are  about  seventy  recruits  at  this 
place,  and  I  left  twenty-five  at  Alexandria,  which  I 
suppose  are  augmented  before  this  by  officers,  who, 
1  am  sorry  to  say,  have  paid  slight  regard  to  orders, 
in  not  being  in  at  the  time  appointed  (1st  of  October). 
The  most  Hagrant  proof  of  this  is  Captain  Harrison, 
■Im  I  have  heard  nothing  of,  tho'  he  had  positive 
orders  to  be  here  at  the  aforesaid  time.     I  am,  &a 


TO   ANDREW   MONTOUR. 

WiNciiEsrEa,  to  October,  175$. 

Deak  Montouk, 

I  wrote,  some  Time  ago.  a  Letter  of  Invitation 
from  Fort  Cumberland,  desiring  yourself,  your  Fam- 
ily, and  Friendly  Indians,  to  come  and  reside  among 
Us,  but  that  Letter  not  coming  to  Hand,  I  am  in- 
duced to  send  a  second  Express,  with  the  Same  In- 
vitation, being  pleased  that  I  have  it  in  my  Power  to 
do  something  for  You  on  a  better  Footing  than  ever 
it  has  been  done.  1  was  greatly  enraptur'd  when  I 
heard  you  were  at  the  Head  of  300  Indians  on  a 
March  toward  Venango,  being  satisfied  that  your 
heany  attachment  to  our  glorious  Cause,  your  Cour- 
age, of  which  I  have  had  very  great  Proofs,  and  your 
I*ftsence  among  the  Indians,  would  animate  their 
just  Indignation  to  do  something  Noble,  something 
worthy  themselves,  and  honourable  to  you,  I  hope 
you  will  use  your  Interest  (as  I  know  you  have  much) 
in  bringing  our  Brothers  once  more  to  our  service  ; 
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assure  them,  as  you  truly  may,  that  nothing  which    I 
can  do  shall  be  wanting  to  make  them  happy ;  assure 
them,  also,  that  as  I  have  the  chief  Command,  I  aoi 
invested  with  Power  to  treat  them  as  Brethren  and 
Allies,  which,  I  am  sorry-  to  say,  they  have  not  been 
of  late.     Recommend  me  kindly  to  our  good  Friend, 
Monocatoocha,  and  others ;  tell  them  how  happy  it 
would  make  Conotocaurius  to  have  an  opportunity 
of  taking  them  by  the  hand  at  Fort  Cumberland,  and 
how  glad  he  would  be  to  treat  them  as  Brothers  of 
our  great  King  beyond  the  waters.      Flattering  my- 
self that  you  will  come,  I  doubt  not  but  you'l  bring 
as  many  of  them  with  you  as  possible,  as  that  will 
afford  Me  what  alone  I  want ;  that  is,  an  opportunity 
of  doing  something  equal  to  your  Wishes. 

I  am.  Dear  Montour,  your  real  friend  and  Assm 
H'ble  Servt 

N.  B.  I  doubt  not  but  you  have  heard  of  the  Ravages 
committed  on  our  Frontiers  by  the  French  Indians, 
and  I  suppose  [by  the]  French  themselves.  I  am  now 
on  my  March  against  them,  and  hope  to  give  them 
Cause  of  repenting  their  Rashness.' 
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TO  GOVERNOR 


DINWIDDIE. 

WlNCHESTEK,  11  OcCobet, 


HoNBLE.  Sir, 

As  I  think  it  my  indispensable  duty  to  inform  you 
particularly  of  my  proceedings,  and  to  give  the  most 

'  Wtuhington  insltuclcd  Gisl  lo  visit  Montourand  use  his  personal  inflDCBCc  is 
inilacing  him  (o  bring  IndiniiB  into  camp,  "  I  will  promise  if  lie  bring)  m»aj 
M  do  somelhing  handsome  for  him.  You  had  beller  be  silcni  on  this  bead, 
Ihough.  teiul  wheic  you  are.  mcKsures  may  be  taken  by  tlie  Pennsylvaniaat  lo 
prevent  him  from  bringing  any  Indians," — To  Gist,  II  Del..  I7SS. 
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plain  and  authentic  account,  from  time  to  time,  of  our 
situation,  I  must  acquaint  your  Honor  that,  immedi- 
ately after  giving  the  necessary  orders  at  Fredericks- 
burg, and  despatching  expresses  to  hiirrj'  the  recruits 
from  Alexandria,  I  rid  post  to  this  place,  passing  by 
Lord  Fairfax's,  who  was  not  at  home,  but  here,  where 
I  arrived  yesterday  about  noon,  and  found  every 
thing  in  the  greatest  hurrj'  and  confusion,  by  the  back 
inhabitants,  (locking  in,  and  those  of  the  town  remov- 
ing out,  which  I  have  prevented  as  far  as  it  was  in 
iTiy  power.  I  was  desirous  of  proceeding  immediately, 
at  the  head  of  some  militia,  to  put  a  stop  to  the  rav- 
ages of  the  enemy,  believing  their  numbers  to  be  few  ; 
but  was  told  by  Colonel  Martin,  who  had  attempted 
(0  raise  the  militia  for  the  same  purpose,  that  it  was 
impossible  to  get  above  twenty  or  twenty-five  men, 
they  having  absolutely  refused  to  stir,  choosing,  as 
Aey  say,  to  die  with  their  wives  and  families. 

Finding  this  expedient  likely  to  prove  abortive,  I 
sent  off  expresses  to  huny  the  recruits  from  below, 
and  the  militia  from  Fairfax,  Prince  William,  &c., 
wluch  Lord  Fairfax  had  ordered  out,  and  I  also  hired 
spies  to  go  out  and  see.  to  discover  the  numbers  of 
tie  enemy,  and  to  encourage  the  rangers,  who,  we 
*"crc  told,  are  blocked  up  by  the  Indians  in  small 
fortresses.  But,  if  1  may  offer  my  opinion,  I  believe 
they  are  more  encompassed  by  fear  than  by  the  enemy. 
I  have  also  impressed  wagons  and  sent  them  to  Con- 
OMchcaguc  for  (lour,  musket-shots,  and  flints,  powder, 
and  trifling  quantity  of  paper,  bought  at  extravgant 
prices,  for  cartridges.  I  expect  from  below  six  or 
eight  smiths  who  are  now  at  work,  repairing  the  fire- 
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anns  that  are  here,  which  are  all  that  wc  have  to 
depend  on.  A  man  was  hired,  the  24th  of  last  month, 
to  do  the  whole,  but  neglected,  and  was  just  moving 
off  in  wagons,  to  Pennsylvania.  I  impressed  his 
wagons,  and  compelled  him  by  force  to  assist  in  this 
work.  In  all  things  1  meet  with  the  greatest  opposi-  l 
tion.  No  orders  are  obeyed,  but  what  a  party  of 
soldiers,  or  my  own  drawn  sword,  enforces ;  without 
this  a  single  horse,  for  the  most,  urgent  occasion  can- 
not be  had,  to  such  a  pitch  has  the  insolence  of  these 
people  arrived,  by  having  everj'  point  hitherto  sub- 
mitted to  them.  However,  I  have  given  up  none, 
where  his  Majesty's  service  requires  the  contrary, 
and  where  my  proceedings  are  justified  by  my  in^ 
structions ;  nor  will  [I  do]  it,  unless  they  execute 
what  they  threaten,  i.  e.  "to  blow  out  my  brains."  ^m 
I  have  invited  the  poor  distressed  people,  (wh(^ 
were  drove  from  their  habitations,)  to  lodge  their 
familys  in  some  place  of  security,  and  to  join  our 
partys  in  scouring  the  woods,  where  the  enemy  lie. 
and  believe  some  will  cheerfully  assist.  I  also  have 
[taken],  and  shall  continue  to  take,  every  previous 
step  to  forward  the  march  of  the  recruits,  &'c,  so  sooa 
as  they  arrive  here,  and  your  Honor  may  depend,  that 
nothing  that  is  in  my  power  to  do  shall  be  wanting 
for  the  good  of  the  service.  I  would  again  hint  the 
necessity  of  putting  the  militia  under  a  better  regula- 
tion, had  I  not  mentioned  it  twice  before,  and  a  third 
time  may  seem  impertinent ;  but  I  must  once  more 
beg  leave  to  declare,  (for  here  I  am  more  immedi- 
ately concerned,)  that,  unless  the  Assembly  will  enact. 
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ajaw  to  enforce  the  military  law  in  all  its  parts,'  that 
I  must,  with  great  regret,  decline  the  honour  that  has 
been  so  generously  intended  me,  and  for  this  only 
reason  I  do  it — the  foreknowledge  1  have  of  failing  in 
ever)'  point,  that  might  justly  be  expected  from  a  per- 
son invested  with  full  power  to  exert  this  authority. 
1  see  the  growing  insolence  of  the  soldiers,  the  indo- 
lence and  inactivity  of  the  officers,  who  are  all  sensible 
how  confined  their  punishments  are.    in   regard  to 
what  they  ought  to  be.     In  fine,  I  can  plainly  see, 
that  under  our  present  establishment,  we  shall  be- 
come a  nuisance,  an    insupportable   charge   to  our 
country,  and  never  answer  any  one  expectation  of  the 
Assembly.      And  here  I  must  assume  the  freedom  to 
express  some  surprise,  that  we  alone  should  be  so 
tenacious  of  our  liberty,  as  not  to  invest  a  power,  where 
interest  and  politicks  so  unanswerably  demand  it,  and 
from  whence  so  much  good  must  consequently  ensue. 
Do  we  not  see,  that  every  nation  under  the  sun  find 
their  account  therein,  and  without  it,  no  order,  no 
regularity  can  be  observed  ?     Why  then  should  it  be 
expected  from  us.  (who  are  all  young  and  inexperi- 
enced,) to  govern  and  keep  up  a  proper  spirit  of  dis- 
cipline without  laws,  when  the  best  and  most  experi- 
enced can  scarcely  do  it  with  [them]  ?    Then  if  we 
consult  our  interest,   I  am  sure  it  is  loudly  called 
for ;  for  I  can  confidently  assert,  that  money  expended 
in  recruiting,  cloathing,  arming,  maintaining,  and  sub- 
sisting  soldiers,  who    have    deserted,  has    cost    the 
country  an  immense  sum,  which  might  have  been  pre* 

'  In  the  Odober  teuioo*  mntinj-  bill  wu  (ntmed.    Ifmimg,  n.,  559. 
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vented,  were  we  under  restraints,  that  would  terrify 
the  soldiers  from  such  practices.  One  thing  more  on 
this  head  1  will  recommend,  and  then  quit  the  sub- 
ject ;  *.  e.,  to  have  the  inhabitants  liable  to  certain 
heavy  fines,  or  corporal  punishments,  for  entertaining 
of  deserters,  and  a  reward  for  taking  them  up.  If 
this  was  done,  it  would  be  next  to  an  impossibilitj' 
for  a  soldier  to  escape ;  but,  on  the  contrary  as  things 
now  stand,  they  are  not  only  seduced  to  run  away, 
but  are  also  harboured  and  assisted  with  every  neces- 
sary means  to  do  it 

Sunday  noon. — Last  night  arrived  an  express,  just 
spent  with  fatigue  and  fear,  reporting  that  a  party  of 
Indians  were  seen  about  twelve  miles  off,  at  the  plan- 
tation of  one  Isaac  Julian,  and  that  the  inhabitants 
were  flying  in  the  most  promiscuous  manner  from 
their  dwellings.  I  immediately  ordered  the  town 
guards  to  be  strengthened  ;  Perkins's  lieutenant  to  be 
in  readiness  with  his  companies;  some  recruits,  who 
had  only  arrived  about  half  an  hour  before,  to  be 
armed  ;  and  sent  two  men,  well  acquainted  with  the 
roads,  to  go  up  that  road,  and  lay  in  wait,  to  sec  if 
they  could  discover  the  number  and  motion  of  the 
Indians,  that  we  might  have  timely  notice  of  their 
approach."  This  morning,  before  we  could  parade 
the  men,  to  march  upon  the  last  alarm,  arrived  a  sec- 
ond express,  ten  times  more  terrified  than  the  former, 
with  information,  that  the  Indians  had  got  within  four 
miles  of  the  town,  and  were  killing  and  destroying 
all  before  them,  for  that  he  himself  had  heard  con- 
stant firing,  and  shrieks  of  the  unhappy  murdered  ! 
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Upon  this,  I  immediately  collected  what  force  I  could, 
which  consisted  of  tn*enty-two  men,  recruited  for  the 
rangers,  and  nineteen  of  the  militia,  and  marched 
directly  to  the  place,  where  these  horrid  murders 
were  said  to  be  committed.  When  we  came  there, 
whom  should  we  find  occasioning  all  this  disturb- 
ance, but  three  dnmken  soldiers  of  the  light-horse, 
carousing,  firing  their  pistols,  and  uttering  the  most 
unheard-of  imprecations !  These  we  took,  and 
marched  prisoners  to  town,  where  we  met  the  men 
I  sent  out  last  night,  and  learned  that  the  party  of 
Indians,  discovered  by  Isaac  Julian,  proved  to  be  a  mu- 
latto and  negro,  seen  huntingof  cattle  by  his  child,  who 
alarmed  the  father,  and  the  father  the  neighborhood. 
These  circumstances  are  related  only  to  show  what  a 
panic  prevails  among  the  people ;  how  much  they  are 
alarmed  at  the  most  usual  and  customary  cries ;  and 
yet  how  Impossible  it  is  to  get  them  to  act  in  any  re- 
spect for  their  common  safety.  As  an  instance  of 
this — Colonel  Fairfax,  who  arrived  in  town  when  we 
were  upon  a  scout,  immediately  sent  to  a  noble  cap- 
tain, not  far  off,  to  repair  with  his  company  forthwith 
to  Winchester.  With  coolness  and  moderation  this 
great  captain  answered,  that  hts  wife,  family,  and 
com  were  all  at  stake :  so  were  his  soldiers ;  there- 
fore it  was  impossible  for  him  to  come.  Such  is  the 
example  of  the  officers ;  such  the  behaviour  of  the 
men ;  and  upon  such  circumstances  depends  the 
safety  of  our  country  t 

Monday  morning,  12///.— The  men  I  hired  to  bring 
intelligence  from  the  Branch  returned  last  night,  with 
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letters  from   Captain  Ashby,  and  the  other  partic 
there;  by  which   I   learn,  that  the  Indians  are  gone^ 


\ 


off;  scouts  having  been  dispersed  upon  those  waters 
for  several  days,  without  discovering  tracks  or  othei 
signs  of  the  enemy. 

1  am  also  informed,  that  it  is  believed  their  num- 
bers amounted  to  about  one  hundred  and  fifty ;  that 
seventy  0/  our  men  are  killed  and  missing,  and  that 
several  houses  and  plantations  are  destroyed,  but  not 
so  great  havoc  made  as  was  represented  at  first. 
The  rangers,  and  a  small  company  of  militia,  ordered 
there  by  Lord  Fairfax,  I  am  given  to  understand,  in- 
tend to  march  down  on  Monday  next,  who  will  be 
immediately  followed  by  all  the  inhabitants  of  those 
parts,  that  had  gathered  together  under  their  protec-^ 
tion.  1  have,  therefore,  sent  peremptory  orders  to^ 
the  contrar)' ;  but  what  obedience  will  be  paid  to 
them  a  little  time  will  reveal.  I  have  ordered  those 
men,  that  were  recruited  for  the  rangers,  to  join 
their  respective  companies.  And  there  is  also  a 
party  of  militia  marched  with  them  under  the  com- 
mand of  Captain  Harden.  Captain  Waggener  is 
this  instant  arrived  with  thirty  recruits,  which  he 
marched  from  Bellhaven  in  less  than  three  days, 
great  march  indeed !  Major  Lewis  and  his  recruits' 
from  Fredericksburg  I  expect  in  to-morrow,  when, 
with  these  and  twenty-two  of  Captain  Bell's  now 
here,  I  shall  proceed  by  quick  marches  to  Fort 
Cumberland,  in  order  to  strengthen  that  garrison. 
Besides  these,  I  think  it  absolutely  necessary,  that 
there  should  be  two  or  three  companies  (exclusively) 
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of  rangers,  to  guard  the  Potomac  waters,  until  such 
time  M  our  regiment  is  completed.  And,  indeed, 
these  rangers  and  volunteer  companies  in  Augusta, 
with  some  of  their  militia,  should  be  properly  disposed 
of  on  these  frontiers,  for  fear  of  an  attack  from  that 
quarter.  This  though,  is  submitted  to  your  Honor's 
judgment,  and  waits  your  orders  for  execution,  if 
thought  expedient  Captain  Waggener  informs  me, 
that  it  was  with  difficulty  he  passed  the  Ridge  for 
crowds  of  people,  who  were  flying  as  if  every  moment 
was  death.  He  endeavoured,  but  in  vain,  to  stop 
them ;  they  firmly  believing  that  Winchester  was  in 
flames.  I  shall  send  expresses  down  the  several 
roads  in  hopes  of  bringing  back  the  inhabitants,  who 
are  really  frightened  out  of  their  senses.  I  de- 
spatched an  express  immediately  upon  my  arrival  at 
this  place,  with  a  copy  of  the  enclosed  to  Andrew 
Montour,  who  I  heard  was  at  a  place  called  Long 
Island,'  with  three  hundred  Indians,  to  see  if  he 
could  engage  him  and  them  to  join  us.  The  letter 
savours  a  little  of  flattery,  &c,  &c,  but  this.  I  hope, 
is  justifiable  on  such  occasions.  I  also  wrote  to 
Gist,  acquainting  him  with  the  favor  you  intended 
him,  and  desired  he  would  repair  home,  in  order  to 
raise  his  companies  of  scouts.' 

I  shall  defer  writing  to  the  Speaker  and  Committee 
upon  any  other  head  than  that  of  commissary,  still  hop- 
ing to  be  down  by  the  time  mentioned  in  my  last, 

*  Alia  (poken  of  m  Grcil  Island.     It  lay  In  Holston  River.     Montour  wu 
llicre  wtlb  Moaacatoocha  to  meet  the  Dtlnw^rrt. 

*  The  GovrnMK  h*d  ooinmiuioacd  Gist  u  capiftin  o(  ■  companjr  of  (conti. 
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(provided  no  new  disturbances  happen.)  having  some 
points  to  settle,  that  I  am  uneasy  and  urgent  about.  I 
have  been  obliged  to  do  duty  very  foreign  to  my  own  ; 
but  that  I  shall  never  hesitate  about,  when  the  good 
of  the  service  requires  iL 

In  a  journey  from  Fort  Cumberland  to  Fort  DJn- 
widdie,  which  I  made  purposely  to  see  the  situation 
of  our  frontiers,  how  the  rangers  were  posted,  and 
how  troops  might  be  disposed  of  for  the  defence 
of  the  country,  1  purchased  six  hundred  and  fifty 
beeves,  to  be  delivered  at  Fort  Cumberland  by  the 
1st  of  November,  at  ten  shillings  per  hundred  weight, 
except  a  few  that  I  was  obliged  to  give  eleven  shil- 
lings for;  and  have  my  own  bonds  now  out  for  the 
performance  of  covenants,  this  being  the  commis- 
sary's business,  who,  I  am  sorry  to  say,  has  hitherto 
been  of  no  use,  but  of  disservice  to  me,  in  neglecting 
my  orders,  and  leaving  this  place  without  fiour,  and 
Fredericksburg  without  any  provisions  for  the  re- 
cruits, although  he  had  timely  notice  given.  I  must 
beg,  that,  if  Mr.  Dick  will  not  act,  some  other  person 
may  be  appointed  that  will ;  for,  if  things  remain  in 
this  uncertain  situation,  the  season  will  pass  without 
having  provision  made  for  the  winter,  or  summer's 
campaign.  Whoever  acts  as  commissary  should  be 
sent  up  immediately  about  salting  the  provisions,  &c 
It  will  be  difficult,  I  believe,  to  provide  a  quantity  of 
pork.  I  enquired  as  I  rode  thro'  Hampshire.  Au- 
gusta, &c,  and  could  not  hear  of  much  for  sale. 

Most  of  the  new  appointed  officers  have  been  ex- 
tremely deficient  in  their  duties  by  not  repairing  to 
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their  rendezvouses,  according;  to  appointment.  Captn. 
McKenzie,  Lieut  King  and  Ensigns  Miller  and  Dean, 
who  were  ordered  to  send  their  recruits  to  Alexan- 
dria by  the  first  of  October,  were  not  arrived  when 
Captn.  Waggener  left  that  place,  nor  have  we  heard 
any  thing  of  Captn.  Harrison,  whose  recruits  should 
have  been  at  Fredericksburg  by  the  same  time ;  and 
Captn.  Bell  only  sent  his  here  on  Saturday  last  If 
these  practices  are  allowed  of,  we  may  as  well  quit 
altogether,  for  no  duty  can  ever  be  carried  on  if  there 
is  not  ye  greatest  punctuality  observed,  one  thing 
always  depending  so  immediately  upon  another. 

I  have  appointed  Captain  George  Mercer  (whose 
seniority  entitled  him  to  it)  my  atd-de-camp  ;  and 
Mr.  Kirkpatrick  of  Alexandria,  my  secretar)',  a  young 
man  bred  to  business,  of  good  character,  well  recom- 
mended, and  a  person  of  whose  abilities  I  had  not  the 
least  doubt 

I  hope  your  Honor  will  be  kind  enough  to  despatch 
Colonel  Stephen,  with  orders  to  repair  hither  immedi- 
ately, and  excuse  the  prolixity  of  this.  I  was  willing 
to  give  a  circumstantial  account  of  our  situation,  that 
you  may  be  the  better  enabled  to  judge  what  orders 
are  necessary  to  give.     I  am,  &c. 


WlMCHtSTKR.  Otiobcr  IJ,  1755. 

Major  Lewis  is  just  arrived,  and  on  Thursday  I 
shall  begin  my  march  to  Fort  Cumberland,  allowing 
the  recruits  one  day  to  refresh  themselves. 
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[13  ot  14  Ociobcf,  I7SS-] 

Whereas  divers  timorous  persons  run  through  the 
country  and  alarm  its  inhabitants  by  false  reports  of 
the  Indians  having  attacked  and  destroyed  the  coun- 
try— even  Winchester  itself,  and  that  they  are  still 
proceeding : 

This  is  to  give  notice  to  all  people,  that  I  have 
great  reason  to  believe  that  the  Indians  who  com- 
mitted the  late  cruelties  (though  no  lower  than  the 
South  Branch)  are  returned  home,  as  I  have  certain 
accounts  that  they  have  not  been  seen  nor  heard  of 
these  ten  days  past  And  I  do  advise  all  my  country- 
men, not  to  be  alarmed  on  every  false  report  they  may 
hear,  as  they  must  now  be  satisfied,  from  the  many 
false  ones  that  have  been  made ;  but  to  keep  to  their 
homes  and  lake  care  of  their  crops,  as  I  can  venture 
to  assure  them  that  in  a  short  time  the  frontiers  will 
be  so  well  guarded,  that  no  mischief  can  be  done, 
either  to  them  or  their  plantations,  which  must  of 
course  be  destroyed,  if  they  desert  them  in  so  shame- 
ful a  manner. 


TO    GOVERNOR    DINWIDDIE. 

WiNCHBSTsa.  1 J  October,  1755. 

Sir, 

Last  night  by  the  return  of  the  express,  who  went"" 
to  Captain   Montour,   I  received  the  enclosed   from 
Mr.    Harris  at   Susquehanna."     I    think   no   means 

'  Issued  to  aUajr  an  "inconceivable  panic"  tliRt  then  preniled  amoog  tbe_ 
people  of  Aiigusfn  County. 

'  Shamokin,  al  the  foik*  of  the  Siuqneliannab. 
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should  be  neglected  to  preserve  what  few  Indians  still 
remain  in  our  interest.  For  which  reason  I  shall  send 
Mr.  Gist,  as  soon  as  he  arrives  (which  I  expect  will 
be  to-day),  to  Harris's  Ferry,'  in  hopes  of  engaging 
and  bringing  with  him  the  Belt  of  Wampum  and 
other  Indians  that  arc  at  that  place.  I  shall  further 
desire  him  to  send  an  Indian  express  to  Andrew 
Montour,  to  trj'  if  he  cannot  be  brought  with  them." 

In  however  trilling  light  the  French  attempting  to 
alienate  the  affections  of  our  southern  Indians  may  at 
first  appear,  I  must  look  upon  it  as  a  thing  of  the  ut- 
most consequence,  that  requires  our  greatest  and 
most  immediate  attention.  I  have  often  wondered  at 
not  hearing  this  was  attempted  before,  and  had  it 
noted  among  other  memorandums  to  acquaint  your 
Honor  with,  when  I  should  come  down. 

The  French  policy  in  treating  with  the  Indians  is 
so  prevalent,  that  I  should  not  be  in  the  least  sur- 
prised, were  they  to  engage  the  Cherokces,  Catawbas, 
&c  unless  timely  and  vigorous  measures  are  taken 
to  prevent  it.     A  pusillanimous  behaviour  now  will 


'  John  UBTrii.  who  had  Milled  ■[  Ihe  moulh  of  Paxion  Creek,  Pa.,  and  k*[il  a 
l«fTr  UiBt*.    M«  diol  aboul  \^U^t. 

'  Did  Ho*taiubrin26a1ndiaiii  (th«  number  <on(*iiicd  in  a  company}  he  wax 
to  wtcii*  a  caplatn'i  commluion  aii<t  ten  khlllingi  a  day,  payable  "once  • 
nooUi  repiUtly.'  Faitlici  vncoungecnvnt  would  be  ciren,  did  he  bring  more 
naen.  The  Sbawnees  and  DeUnici  were  in  Armi  oeainii  ihe  En{;liifa,  and 
nunort  were  rife  of  French  oiidiinalioni  nmonf;  the  Suiiihmi  Irlhet. 

To  Ma)oi  Lcwti  he  wrote :  "  When  Ihe  lndij.ni  urive  with  Captain  Mon- 
\tmx  or  GitI,  you  oie  (o  tec  th«m  properly  provided  with  all  iieceuurici.  and  uie 
joar  nUnott  cndeavouri  lo  tec  llieni  duty  erxnurtged  ;  and  tlio  olTicen  ace  all 
dewed  to  take  Boiic*  o(  them  and  treat  them  kindly,  u  their  auiilance  al  this 
line  U  abwlulely  iiMcuary."  Montour  «ra*  taken  into  the  Krvice  and  paid 
£,t\  •  year,  Virtinla  money. 
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ill 


the 


traders   and 


times  ;    and   tnisting 
common  interpreters,  who  will  sell  their  integrity  to 
the    highest    bidder,   may  prove    the  destruction   of 
these  affairs.     I  therefore  think,  that  if  a  person  of 
distinction,  acquainted  with  their  language,  is  to  be  ] 
found,  his  price  should  be  come  to  at  any  rate.     If' 
no  such  person  can  be  had,  a  man  of  sense  and  char- 
acter, to  conduct  the  Indians  to  any  council  that  may 
be  held,  or  superintend  any  other  matters,  will  bcj 
found  extremely  necessary.     It  is  impertinent,  I  own, 
in  me  to  offer  my  opinion  in  these  affairs,  when  better 
judges  may  direct ;   but  my  steady  and  hearty  zeal 
for  the  cause,  and  the  great  impositions  I  have  known 
practised  by  the  traders  &c,  upon  these  occasions, 
would  not  suffer  me  to  be  quite  silenL      I  have  heard, 
from  undoubted  authority,  that  some  of  the  Chero- 
kces,  who  have  been  introduced  to  us  as  sachems  and 
princes  by  this  interpreter,  who  shares  the  profits, 
have  been  no  other  than  common  hunters,  and  blood-] 
thirsty  villains. 

We  have  no  accounts  yet  of  the  militia  from  Faic- 
fax,  &C.     This  day  I  march  with  about  one  hundred' 
men  to  Fort  Cumberland,     Yesterday  an  express  in-j 
formed  me  of  eighty  odd  recruits  at  Fredericksburg, 
which  I   have  ordered  to  proceed  to  this  place  ;  but. 


for  want  of  that  regularity  being  observed,  by  which 
I  should  know  where  every  officer  &c.  is,  my  orders 
are  only   conditional,   and   always  confused.'     The 


'  To  a  ctplain  he  wrote  ; — "  Vour  Ulc  disobedience  of  orders  hu  gmllrdb- 
plenMd  mo.  It  is  impossible  lo  carry  oa  aSsirt  as  ihejr  ougbt  to  be.  vhen  yoa 
pay  «>  little  regard  to  a  militiiiy  order.  Vou  muit  be  conKloua.  that  jrour 
crime  li  luflicieni  lo  bieuk  Ihe  bcBl  officet,  ihRt  ever  bore  a  commission." 
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commissar)'  is  much  wanted  ;  therefore  I  hope  your 
Honor  will  send  him  up  immediately  :  if  not,  things 
will  greatly  suffer  here.  Whatever  necessaries  your 
Honor  gets  below,  I  should  be  glad  to  have  sent  to 
Alexandria  ;  from  whence  they  are  much  more  handy 
than  from  Fredericksburg.  Besides,  as  provision  is 
lodged  there,  and  none  at  any  other  place,  it  will  be 
better  for  the  men,  to  be  all  sent  there,  that  can  any 
ways  conveniently.  For  we  have  met  with  insuflTera- 
ble  difficulties  at  Fredericksburg,  and  in  our  march 
from  thence,  through  neglect  of  the  commissarj-,  who 
is  greatly  wanted  up  here.  Therefore.  I  hope  your 
Honor  will  order  him. 


TO    L1EUTENANT<0L0NEL   ADAM    STEPHEN. 

Fkedsricks^BUK^;.  iS  NovemlKr,  t;;;. 

Sir, 

I  came  to  this  place  on  Sunday  last,  and  intended 
to  proceed  immediately  up  ; '  but  receiving  yours  and 
other  letters  contradicting  the  reports  lately  trans- 
mitted, determined  me  to  go  to  Alexandria,  where  I 
shall  wait  a  few  days,  hoping  to  meet  the  express 
from  General  Shirley,  to  whom  the  Governor  sent 
Cor  commissions  for  the  field-oflFicers.* 

'  H«  WM  tttm  remniing  bom  Williimibn^  to  h»d-(|uartefs  «l  Winchcstct, 
fciTlm  previouty  diaJc  *  jonrne^  10  Toit  Cumbcfknd. 

*  Tin  old  diKc«ll7  ibont  nnk  between  (he  pti»rinci>l  oflicen,  lod  those  villi 

[*>  commtsaoM,  bad  been  redred  «1  Fort  Cumticrknd. 

lmM*ilUi«lr  after  the  Rffiii  <>(  (he  Great  Me^dowt,  the  Auembly  of  Maty- 

Imil  gnwted  the  unall  <um  u(  lix  ihuuuind  pounils  Icit  the  ilcfenco  of  tlir  tran- 

tier*,   aMl   in   the   December   folloving   they  puted  sn   act   lutharidng  tbe 

'  COTOor  to  t>I*e  ■  military  force.     A  (eiv  Holdlen  only  were  enlulcd.  and  U 

'  tU*  tine  ■  Hujfaiad  cunpuiy  ol  thirty  men  wu  ittuioned  st  Fort  Cumbci'- 
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I  beg  that  you  will  be  particularly  careful  in  seeing 
strict  order  obser\'ed  among  the  soldiers,  as  that  is 
the  life  of  military  discipline.      We  aow  have  it  in 

land.  "  1  linve  (;ivpn  the  commind  tlureof  loonoCipt.  Dagwoilhir,  i^nttcRian 
tiorn  ill  ihe  Jeticyi  who  cummanded  ■  company  riistd  in  thai  province  for  the 
Canada  Eipeditinii,  (>Lnce  (he  mltcamagc  of  which  he  has  rctiJcd  in  (his  ptov' 
incc  upon  an  esl&tc  which  hs  puichascd  in  \V<iit;e!tter  counijr." — Grv.  Sk^ft 
to  Charlit  Calvert.  3  Sept..  I7S4. 

Governor  Innci  had  |;one  home  to  Nonh  Carolina  on  hU  private  affair 
DagwonhT  oumneil  the  command,  and  refused  to  obey  any  ocdcn  of  a  prorln- 
clal  officer,  however  high  in  rank.  This  created  wtinfilings  and  insubordioa- 
tiun  atnnng  the  inferior  officers,  who  tonk  iiiilei.  The  (iovcmor  of  Maiyhuid 
wat  laidy  in  giving  any  decisive  orden  to  t  >3gworlhy,  because  the  (art  wm  in 
Ihni  province,  and  he  leemed  willing  to  coniider  ii  under  hie  commaiid.  Gov- 
ernor Dinwiddle  argued,  thai  It  wa&  a  Kin);'),  fori,  built  by  an  order  lent  to 
hitii  from  Ihe  King,  chiefly  by  forces  in  Ihe  King's  pay,  and  Ihat  il  could  in  no 
sense  be  regarded  u  jubjeci  la  Ihc  authority  of  Maryland.  And,  moipover,  ai 
Captain  Uagworthy  had  commuted  his  half-pay  (or  a  t>pecilic  turn  of  money, 
hii  commission  had  Iheicby  become  obsolete,  and  there  wa»  no  jiropiicly  in  hit 
pretending  to  act  under  it :  and  it  was  an  absurdity  for  a  cipiain  with  thirty 
men,  who  in  reality  had  no  other  commiision  than  Ihat  from  the  Govciiiot  of 
Maryland,  to  claim  piecedcncc  of  the  commander-in-chief  of  all  Ihc  Virgiaia 
iorcci. 

Colonel  Waiihington  refused  to  interfere,  hut  made  a  forcible  remon&lisnce 
to  the  Governor  and  Council  at  William^buig,  and  insisted  on  a  speedy  arrangc- 
meni,  that  should  put  an  end  lo  (he  difiiculty.  To  effect  this  purpose.  Go*. 
ernoi  Dinwiddie  seal  an  expiess  lo  General  Shirley,  commander  of  his  Majes- 
ty's forces  in  North  America.  Billing  Ihe  parliculan  of  the  case,  and  requeuing 
from  him  brevet  commisiions  for  Colonel  Washington,  and  the  field-ofiiccii 
under  him  :  projxtsing,  nt  the  same  lime,  that  these  commissions  should  only 
imply  rank,  williout  giving  any  claim  to  piiy  from  the  King. — Dinwiddio'* 
Leitir-Sffatt, — Laws  of  Maryland,  1754.  Shirley  asked  Sharps  to  "  accommo- 
date the  dispute." 

The  Governor's  troubles  seemed  to  thicken  al  this  crisis.  Od  the  ISth  of 
November  he  wrote  lo  the  Earl  of  Halifax  : — 

"Our  Assembly  met  on  (he  sijlh  ultimo,  but  not  above  one  half  of  ihcm  gave 
their  attendance.  They  fell  into  cabals,  and  wanted  to  emit  iwo  hundred 
thousand  pounds  in  paper  money  for  a  loan-olfice,  to  be  discharged  in  eight 
years,  which  1  thought  to  be  contrary  lo  act  of  Parliament  and  my  insi  ructMiDa. 
They  further  proposed  a  secret  commiltee,  which,  in  course,  would  have  b«en 
the  brginning  of  great  dissensions.  They  likewise  were  very  mutinous  aad  ua- 
mannerly.     For  their  not  meeting  in  a  body  when  summoned,  and  for  tb 
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our  power  to  enforce  obedience  ;  and  obedience  will 
be  expected  from  iis,  the  men  being  subject  to  death, 
as  in  military  law.  The  Assembly  have  also  offered 
a  reward  to  all  who  will  apprehend  deserters,  and  a 
severe  punishment  upon  those,  who  shall  entertain  or 
suffer  them  to  pass,  also  upon  any  constable,  who  re- 
fuses to  convey  them  to  the  company  or  troop  to 
which  they  belong,  or  shall  suffer  them  to  escape, 
after  such  deserters  are  committed  to  his  custody.' 

These  things,  with  the  articles  of  war  and  a  proper 
exhortation,  I  would  have  you  read  immediately  to 
the  men.  and  see  that  it  is  frequently  done  hereafter. 
I  must  desire,  that  you  will  use  all  possible  means  to 
facilitate  the  salting  our  provisions,  and  give  the 
commissary  such  assistance  of  men,  &c,  as  he  shall 
reasonably  require.  The  Governor  approves  of  the 
Committee's  resolve,  in  not  allowing  either  the 
Mar)'land  or  Carolina  companies  to  be  supported  out 
of  Our  provisions.  This  you  are  to  make  them  ac- 
<liHinted  with,  and,  in  case  any  of  the  companies 

^•'ta,  I  tbougtit  it  (or  hU  Maj«ity'i  servUc,  and  foi  ihe  good  o(  this  Domin- 
"*>(■>  dkaolve  Uiem.  and  UJie  my  chance  of  a  new  eteclion.  whldi  [  [liink 
Aran  bl  *o  iMd  n  Iholxtl." 

TlitDwtnl  Fieneh  "-ho  had  been  cipc!l«d  (tom  Acadia,  were  bcginoina  to 
*"»(  in  Virginia,  adding  a  new  complication  to  llie  Goveinor'i  Itoulilea.    'I'hcy 
•^M  to  taopn  irtth  tba  DOgrou  aiul  were  shipped  to  England. 
'Hmwg'i  StMmtti,  vi..  p.  559:  "Out  Auombly  have  faimcd  a  Enilitary law 
^Wlu  to  that  ot  hit  MajeMy'x  re|ralara." — DmtviJJU,  tl  Nov.,  1755. 
^^|PW  iccruiliiiG  agenli  were  often  al  faull.      Men  were  enlifleil  when  drunk, 
^^BMatt  anil  appreDlices  were  taken  in  ipiic  of  a  lav  a^nst  it.      Men  cnliited 
Id* MM  nouiting  office*  were  dun-harj^cd  to  he  enll«leil  by  inoihei.     The  oili- 
c*is  inprawd  bonn  and  wagona.     In   one   c«>e   10   great   was  Ihe   Itrtor 
iipJHJ  by  ■  Rcniliae  agent  by  hit "  forcibly  taking,  confining,  and  torturing 
tbow  who  wo«ld  nol  Toluiilanlyenliti,"  thai  att  recruitacouldbc  had  whete  he 
todbMa. 
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should  be  discharged,  to  use  your  utmost  endeavours 
to  enlist  as  many  of  the  men  as  you  can.  Lieutenant 
M'Manners  has  leave  to  go  to  Carolina,  if  he  desires 
it  The  Assembly  would  make  no  alteration  in  our 
militia  law  ;  nor  would  the  Governor  order  them  to 
be  drafted  to  complete  our  regiment,  so  that  the  slow 
method  of  recruiting  is  likely  to  be  our  only  means  to 
raise  the  men.  I  think,  could  a  brisk  officer,  and 
two  or  three  sergeants,  be  sent  among  the  militia 
stationed  on  the  South  Branch,  they  would  have  a 
probable  chance  of  engaging  many,  as  some  were 
inclinable  in  Winchester  to  list.  Doctor  Craikisex- 
pected  round  to  Alexandria  in  a  vessel,  with  medicines 
and  other  stores  for  the  regiment  So  soon  as  he  ar- 
rives, I  shall  take  care  to  despatch  him  to  you.         ^| 

The  Colonels  Byrd  and  Randolph  are  appointed 
commissioners,'  and  will  set  out  verj'  shortly  with  a 
present  S.'C,  to  the  country  of  the  Cherokees,  in  order 
to  engage  them  to  our  interest.     I  am,  &c. 


TO    LIEUTENANT-COLONEL  ADAM    STEPHEN. 

Ai^XANDKiA,  aS  November,  17J 

Sir. 

I  received  your  two  letters  by  Jenkins  last  nigh^ 
and  was  greatly  surprised  to  hear  that  Commissary 
Walker  was  not  arrived  at  camp,  when  he  came  away. 
He  set  out  from  Williamsburg  about  the  I2th  in- 

'  Peler  Randolph  and  Col.  Byrd.  commissioner  nppoinlcd  by  ihc  Ooverwlr 
to  visit  ond  conciliate  the  soailiein  Indians.  "  To  give  wei^hi  19  tliU  iM^tii. 
(ion  two  of  the  Council  have  promiied  to  i^."  Tliey  returned  in  Majr  oi  ike 
following  year  with  a  treaty. 
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stant,  with  orders  to  proceed  immediately  up  ;  but 
such  disobedience  of  commands,  as  I  have  generally 
met  with,  is  insufferable,  and  shall  not  go  unpun- 
ished.    The  account  you  enclosed  of  the  method  of 
receiving  the  beef,  I  suppose,  is  customary  ;  but  for 
want  of  judgment  in  those  affairs,  I  can  neither  ap- 
plaud nor  condemn  it.     I  am  as  much  astonished  as 
you  were  surprised,  at  the  quantity  of  salt  said  to  be 
wanted  for  the  provision,  but  certain  it  is,  that  if  it, 
or  a  greater  quantity  is  absolutely  necessarj',  it  must 
be  had.      I  have  left  a  discretionary*  power  in  Com- 
missary Walker  to  kill  or  winter  the  Carolina  beeves 
as  the  interest  of  service  requires.      Pray  assist  him 
with   your  advice,   and  urge  him   on  to  make  the 
nccessarj'  purchases  of  flour  and  pork  in  time. 

The  Governor  did  not  seem  inclinable  to  promote 
the  removal  of  the  fort ;  however,  the  Committee 
bave  lodged  a  discretionary  power  in  my  hands,  and 
have  resolved  to  pay  for  all  extraordinary  labor.  I 
would,  therefore,  have  as  little  labor  lost  at  Fort 
Cumberland  as  possible ;  at  least,  until  I  come  up, 
which  will  be  very  shortly,  my  stay  here  being  only 
for  a  few  days,  in  order  to  receive  recruits,  and  hurry 
Dp  the  stores  to  Winchester. 

I  believe  those,  who  say  Governor  Sharpe  is  to 
command,  can  only  wish  it.  I  do  not  know  that 
General  Shirley  has  a  power  to  appoint  a  chief  to 
our  forces, — to  regulars  he  may.  As  to  that  affair  of 
turning  the  store-house  into  a  dwelling- room.  I  do 
Dot  know  what  better  answer  to  give,  than  saying, 
that  this  is  one  among   the   many  instances,  that 
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might  be  offered,  of  the  Inconvenience  of  having  the 
fort  in  Maryland.  As  soon  as  I  hear  from  Governor 
Shirley,  which  is  hourly  expected,  I  can  then  send  a 
more  determined  answer. 

There  has  been  such  total  negligence  among  the 
recruiting  officers  in  general,  such  disregard  of  the 
service  they  were  employed  in,  and  such  idle  pro- 
ceedings, that  I  am  determined  to  send  out  none 
until  we  all  meet,  when  each  officer  shall  have  his 
own  men,  and  have  only  this  alternative,  either  to 
complete  his  number,  or  lose  his  commission.  There 
are  several  officers  who  have  been  out  six  weeks,  or 
two  months,  without  getting  a  man,  spending  their 
time  in  all  the  gayety  of  pleasurable  mirth,  with  their 
relations  and  friends ;  not  attempting,  nor  having  a 
possible  chance  of  recruiting  any  but  those  who,  out  of 
their  inclination  to  the  service,  will  profTer  themselves. 

I  should  be  glad  to  have  ten  or  twelve  wagons 
sent  to  this  place,  for  salt  enough  may  be  had  here  to 
load  that  number,  and  it  comes  upon  easier  terms 
than  at  Kredericksburg.  by  sixpence  or  eight  pence 
per  bushel.  Those  stores  at  Watkins's  Ferry  should 
be  hurried  up  as  fast  as  the  water  affords  oppor- 
tunities, if  it  were  only  to  prevent  disputes. 

If  the  paymaster  is  at  Winchester,  and  not  on  his 
way  to  Fort  Dinwiddle,  order  him  down  here  im- 
mediately. If  he  should  be  going  with  pay  to  Cap- 
tain Hogg,'  he  is  to  proceed  with  despatch ;  but  if  he 
is  at  Fort  Cumberland,  order  him  down  to  Win- 
chester, to  wait  there  until  I  arrive.     I  am,  &c 


'  Captaia  Hog2*i  in«&  had  muiinied  bcuiue  oE  (he  failvre  lo  pay  tkem. 
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TO  GOVERNOR 


DINWIDDIE. 

Albxandru,  5  December.  175s. 


HoNBLE.  Sir, 

1  have  sent  the  bearer.  Captain  John  Mercer  (who 
has  accounts  to  settle  with  the  Committee),  to  the 
treasurer  for  the  balance  of  that  ten  thousand  pounds  ; 
ind  to  acquaint  your  Honor,  that,  meeting  with  let- 
ters at  Fredericksburg,  as  I  returned  from  Williams- 
burg, informing  me  that  all  was  peaceable  above,  and 
that  nothing  was  so  immediately  wanting  as  salt,  I  got 
what  I  could  at  that  place,  and  hastened  on  here  to 
t-ngage  more,  to  receive  the  recruits  expected  in,  and 
to  wait  the  arrival  of  the  vessel  with  arms.  &c.,  from 
James  River,  in  order  to  forward  them  up  with  the 
greater  despatch.     The  vessel  is  not  yet  arrived. 

I  have  impatiently  expected  to  hear  the  result  of 
your  Honor's  letter  to  General  Shirley,  and  wish  that 
the  delays  may  not  prove  ominous.  In  that  case,  I 
shall  not  know  how  to  act ;  for  I  can  never  submit  to 
the  command  of  Captain  Dagworthy,  since  you  have 
honored  mc  with  the  command  of  the  Virginia  regi- 
ment, &c 

The  countrj'  has  sustained  inconceivable  losses,  by 
delaying  the  commissaries  at  Williamsburg.  Many  of 
the  Carolina  beeves  are  dead,  through  absolute  pov- 
erty, and  the  chief  part  of  them  too  poor  to  slaughter. 
We  arc  at  a  loss  how  to  act,  for  want  of  the  mutiny 
bill;  and  should  be  obliged  to  your  Honor,  if  you 
will  have  fifty  or  a  hundred  printed,  and  sent  by  the 
bearer.'     There  is  a  clause  in  that  bill,  which,  if  you 

'  "  Tha  ptinut  ku  bMa  to  vagagtd  hi  priming  IiitU  (or  mon«y.  he  hu  not 
4iccn*blct(ip«i*lolIihe*ct*." — DintoidJitM  Waiiingian,  i4D«c.,  175;. 
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are  not  kind  enough  to  obviate  it.  will  prevent  en- 
tirely the  good  intention  of  it,  that  is,  delaying  the 
execution  of  sentences,  until  your  Honor  shall  be 
made  acquainted  with  the  proceedings  of  the  court 
This,  at  times  when  there  is  the  greatest  occasion 
for  examples,  will  be  morally  impossible ;  (I  mean, 
while  we  are  on  our  march,  perhaps  near  the  Ohio,) 
when  none  but  strong  parties  can  pass  with  safety. 
At  all  times  it  must  be  attended  with  great  expense, 
trouble,  and  inconveniency.  This  I  represented  to 
Colonel  Corbin,  and  some  other  gentlemen  of  the 
Council,  when  I  was  down,  who  said  that  the  objec- 
tion would  be  removed,  by  your  Honor's  giving 
blank  warrants,  to  be  filled  up  as  occasion  should  re- 
quire. This  would  effectually  remedy  all  those  evils, 
and  put  things  in  their  proper  channel. 

We  suffer  greatly  for  want  of  kettles ;  those  sent 
from  below,  being  tin,  are  of  short  duration.  We 
shall,  also,  in  a  little  time,  sufTer  as  much  for  the  want 
of  clothing ;  none  can  be  got  in  these  parts  ;  those 
which  Major  Carlyle  and  Dalton  contracted  to  fur- 
nish we  are  disappointed  of.  Shoes  and  stockings 
■we  have,  and  can  get  more  if  wanted,  but  nothing 
else,  I  should  be  glad  your  Honor  would  direct 
what  is  to  be  done  in  these  cases;  and  that  you 
would  be  kind  enough  to  desire  the  treasurer  to  send 
some  part  of  the  money  in  gold  and  silver.  Were 
this  done,  we  might  often  get  necessaries  for  the 
regiment  in  Maryland,  or  Pennsylvania,  when  they 
cannot  be  had  here.  But  with  our  money  it  is  im- 
possible ;  our  paper  not  passing  there. 
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The  recruiting  service  goes  on  extremely  slow.' 
Yesterday  being  a  day  appointed  for  rendezvousing  at 
this  place,  there  came  in  ten  officers  with  twenty  men 
only.  If  I  had  any  other  than  paper  money,  and  you 
approved  of  it,  I  would  send  to  Pennsylvania  and  the 
borders  of  Carolina.  I  am  con6dent  men  might  be 
had  there.  Your  Honor  never  having  given  any 
particular  directions  about  the  provisions,  I  should 
be  glad  to  know,  whether  you  would  have  more  laid 
id,  than  what  will  sen-e  for  twelve  hundred  men,  that 
I  may  give  orders  accordingly. 

As  I  cannot  now  conceive  that  any  great  danger 
can  be  apprehended  at  Fort  Cumberland  this  winter, 
I  am  sensible  that  my  constant  attendance  there  can- 
not be  so  serviceable  as  riding  from  place  to  place, 
making  the  proper  dispositions,  and  seeing  that  all 
our  necessaries  are  forwarded  up  with  despatch.  I 
therefore  think  it  advisable  to  inform  your  Honor  of 
it,  hoping  it  will  correspond  with  your  own  opinion. 

J  forgot  to  mention  when  I  was  down,  that  Mr. 
Livingston,  the  Fort  Major,  was  appointed  adjutant 
to  our  regiment  I  knew  of  none  else  whose  long 
servitude  in  a  military  way,  had  qualified  better  for 
the  office.  He  was  appointed  the  1 7th  of  Septem- 
ber. 

Captain  Mercer's  pay  as  aid-de-camp  seems  yet 
doubtful.  I  should  be  glad  if  your  Honor  would  fix 
it;  as  so  is  Captain  Stewart's.  If  Captain  Stewart's 
is  increased,  I  suppose  all   the  officers  belonging  to 

I  '  He  Mnt  oficeri  to  ciccllont  anil  oilier  puhlic  meelinp,  tli&I  being  a  («vor« 

L      «bk  opporliiBitjr  for  Kcuring  recmtli. 
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the  light-horse  will  expect  to  have  theirs  augmented 
aJso.  Colonel  Stephen,  in  a  late  letter,  discovered  an 
inclination  to  go  to  the  Creek  and  Cherokee  Indians 
this  winter.  I  told  him  where  to  apply,  if  he  had  any 
such  thoughts.  I  believe,  on  so  useful  a  business, 
he  might  be  spared  until  the  spring.  If  your  Honor 
think  proper  to  order  the  act  of  Assembly  for  appre- 
hending deserters,  and  against  harbouring  them,  to 
be  published  every  Sunday  in  each  parish  church, 
until  the  people  are  made  acquainted  with  the  law, 
it  would  have  a  very  good  effect.  The  commonalty 
in  general  err  more  through  iptorance  than  design. 
Few  of  them  are  acquainted  that  such  a  law  exists, 
and  there  is  no  other  certain  way  of  bringing  it  to 
their  knowledge.  There  are  a  great  many  of  the 
men  that  did  once  belong  to  our  companies,  deserted 
from  the  regiments  into  which  they  were  drafted,  that 
would  now  gladly  return,  if  they  could  be  sure  of 
indemnity.  If  your  Honor  would  be  kind  enough  to 
intimate  this  to  General  Shirley,  or  the  colonels  of 
those  regiments,  it  would  be  of  service  to  us.  With- 
out leave,  we  dare  not  receive  them."     I  am,  &c. 


TO  LIEUTENANT-COLONEL  ADAM  STEPHEN. 

WiNCHtSTKR,  as  Dcccmb«r,  175$, 

Sir, 

Captain  John  Mercer  only  returned  last  night  from 
Williamsburg,  and  brings  no  satisfactory  answers  to 
any  thing  I  questioned  the  Governor  upon. 

'  "  Anj  soldier  who  shall  dwert.  though  he  rctiun  again,  thftU  be  hanged 
without  mercy." — Orderly  Book,  as  DcccmliEr,  1755. 

On  Ihc  lath  or  Di^cemlicr.  1755,  it  council  o[  (-ovornore  uid  milita(7  offioen 
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The  express,  that  was  sent  to  General  Shirley,  is 
returned  without  seeing  him ;  however,  the  Governor 
writes  that  he  expects  answers  to  his  letters  by 
Colonel  Hunter,  who  is  now  at  New  York,  and  waits 
the  arrival  of  the  General  at  that  place.  The  Gov- 
ernor is  very  strongly  of  the  opinion,  that  Captain 
Dagworthy  has  no  right  to  contend  for  the  com- 
mand ;  and  in  his  letter  he  says,  after  mentioning  the 
return  of  the  express,  and  his  expectancy  of  satis- 
factory letters,  "  But  I  am  of  opinion  you  might  have 
obviated  the  inconsistent  dispute  with  Captain  Dag- 
worthy, by  asking  him  if  he  did  not  command  a  pro- 
vincial company  by  virtue  of  Governor  Sharpe's 
commission  ;  as  that  he  had  formerly  from  his  Ma* 
jesty  now  ceases,  as  he  is  not  on  the  half-pay  list ;  if 
so,  the  method  you  are  to  take  is  ver)'  obvious,  as 
your  commission  from  me  is  greater  than  what  he 
has."  And  in  Williamsburg,  when  I  was  down  there, 
both  he  and  Colonel  Fitzhugh  told  me.  that  Dag- 
worthy could  have  no  more  pretensions  to  command 
mc,  or  cither  of  the  field-officers  of  the  Virginia  regi- 
ment, than  we  have  to  command  General  Shirley ; 
and  farther  gave  it  as  their  opinion,  that  as  Dag- 
worthy's  was  only  a  botched-up  commission  at  best, 
and  as  he  commanded  a  provincial  company,  and  by 
virtue  of  a  governor's  commission,  that  he  ought  to 
be  arrested  for  his  presumption.  They  say,  allow- 
ing   his   commission    from    the    King   to    be   valid, 

CMTtaed  al  New  York  lo  deiemiine  a  plan  for  fulnrs  operolions.  Il  wu  de- 
^nd  to  fortify  Ciown  Poinl  and  aitwk  the  French  on  Onlorio,  and  to  make 
■■  UieiDpI  igaintt  Daquane,  which  it  wai  ihou|;hi  "  wnuld  aniiwer  vrry  good 
pofpOMa,  Mpcclally  In  lecuring  (liv  fidelity  ol  the  wcitotn  Indian*."  Virginia 
I  aot  tepret«ni«d. 
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yet,  as  he  is  not  there  by  order  of  his  Majesty,  h< 
can  have  no  better  pretensions  than  a  visiting  half-' 
pay  officer,  who  transiently  passes  through  the  camp 
to  assume  the  command. 

1  wish  you  would  sound  him  on  this  head,  and  hear 
how  he  will  answer  these  things,  and  let  me  knowi^| 
when  you  come  down,  which  I  desire  may  be  im-™ 
mediately,  as  I  want  much  to  consult  you  upon 
several  accounts.  The  paymaster,  and  commissary, 
(if  he  is  not  very  much  engaged,)  must  accompany 
you.  Desire  both  to  have  their  accounts  settled, 
and  brought  with  them,  as  that  is  necessary  before  I 
can  give  more  money. 

I  have  sent  you  one  of  the  mutiny  bills,  which  I 
received  from  below,  but  I  think,  indeed,  I  believe  it 
is  absolutely  necessary,  as  we  still  want  the  power,  to 
postpone  trials  until  after  your  return.     Also  desire^ 
all  the  ofKicers  who  have  received  money  for  recruic-^^ 
ing,    to  make  up  their  accounts  immediately ;    and 
chaise  for  no  more  men  than  have  actually  been  re<^ 
ceived  at  the  several  rendezvous's.     Allowance  will 
be  made  for  no  others.     The  arrears  of  pay  for  these 
officers  and  soldiers  who  have  not  received  for  th' 
months  of  January  and  February,  are  immediately  t 
be  made  out,  and  sent  down  by  you  with  the  recruit- 
ing accounts.     Desire  them  to  charge  for  no  men 
but  what  are  present,  as  I  can  pay  for   no   others 
now. 

Enclosed  is  a  commission  for  Captain  Waggener, 
which  I  have  neglected  giving  before ;  so  long  as  I 
have   had  it.     Desire  him,  as  the  command  upoa 
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your  leaving  the  place  will  devolve  upon  him,  to  be 
very  circumspect  in  his  duty,  and  to  see  that  the 
troops  arc  duly  drawn  out  and  trained  to  their 
exercise,  and  practised  to  bush-fighting. 

As  1  expect  in  a  very  few  days  to  have  the  pleas- 
ure of  seeing  you.  I  shall  only  add,  I  am,  &c. 


TO    ROBERT    HUNTER    MORRIS,    GOVERNOR  OF    PENNSYL- 
VANIA. 

WlNCfunXK,  5  January,  1756, 

HoNBLE.  Sir. 

I  am  sorry  it  has  not  been  in  my  power  to  ac- 
knowledge the  receipt  of  yours  till  now.  At  the 
time  that  your  letter  came  to  Winchester,  1  was  at 
Williamsburg ;  before  I  got  back,  it  was  conveyed 
thither;  and  so  from  place  to  place  has  it  been 
tossing  almost  till  this  time. 

There  is  nothing  more  necessary  than  good  intelli- 
gence to  frustrate  a  designing  enemy,  and  nothing 
that  requires  greater  pains  to  obtain.  I  shall,  there- 
fore, cheerfully  come  into  any  measures  you  can 
propose  to  settle  a  correspondence  for  this  salutary 
end  ;  and  you  may  depend  upon  receiving  (when  the 
provinces  are  threatened)  the  earliest  and  best  intelli- 
gence that  I  can  procure. 

I  sympathized  in  [a]  gfeneral  concern  to  see  the  in- 
activity of  your  province  in  a  time  of  eminent  dan- 
ger ;  but  am  pleased  to  find,  that  a  feeling  sense  of 
wrongs  has  roused  the  spirit  of  your  martial  Assembly 
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to  vote  a  sum,  which,  with  your  judicious  application, 
will  turn  to  a  general  good." 

We  took  some  pretty  vigorous  measures  to  collect 
a  force  upon  our  frontiers,  upon  the  first  alarm,  which 
has  kept  us  peaceable  ever  since.  How  long  this 
may  last  is  uncertain,  since  that  force,  which  were 
militia,  are  disbanded,  and  the  recruiting  sen'ice 
almost  stagnated. 

If  you  propose  to  levy  troops,  and  their  destination 

'  The  warm  contest  between  the  Governor  *nd  Afitembly  of  Penni^lTKnla. 

Teipecling  Ihe  mode  of  niisin|{  money,  liail  hillicrlo  provenleil  my  cfRcicnl  aid 
being  leii'letGil  by  (lial  colony  {or  llie  pubtic  service.  As  the  I'niprielAnct 
ou-ncd  luge  cjIdIcs  in  Ihe  piovince.  Ihe  Astemhiy  insislcd  that  Ihcse  eilalet 
should  be  Inxed  for  the  common  .lefence.  in  the  snine  propurlion  ax  the  ntalet 
of  th«  inhabilAtils.  and  reported  all  Iheir  bills  accordingljr.  Pnjhibited  bjr  hit 
Initructions.  the  Governor  had  no  power  to  snnclion  such  bills.  In  a  om  W 
inanifesity  jusi,  and  involving  ■  principle  iF  fgnaX  importance,  Ihe  AsMmblf 
would  not  yield,  and  no  money  wis  granted. 

Al  lait,  when  the  news  o/  Bmlduck's  defeat  reached  England,  the  Propriv* 
taiies,  alarmed  al  the  progress  of  the  cneniy.  or.  as  Dr.  Franklin  has  slid. 
"  tnttmidaled  by  the  clnmor  rai^d  against  them  lor  iheii  meanness  and  injiu- 
licc  in  giving  Iheit  governor  such  instruct  ions,"  ortletod  the  tcceirer-i^neral  to 
add  five  thuuMind  pounds  to  such  lums.  as  the  Assembly  should  grant  fot  the 
cecurity  of  the  province.  When  this  was  made  known  to  Ihe  House,  >  new 
bill  was  framed,  granting  sixty  Ikousami pounds  for  the  use  of  the  crown,  with 
a  clause  exempting  Ihe  ptoprictaty  estaio  from  the  Un. —  Vfta  of  Ikt  Prmiuj4- 
vania  Auemhly  far  Nev^mbtr,  tJSJ. 

In  (he  May  preceding,  the  Assembly  had  given  fifteen  thousand  pounds  fot 
the  King's  use,  by  an  order  appropriating  funds  then  wiihin  their  control. 
Five  thousand  pounds  of  this  money  were  applied  to  victualling  the  King'* 
troops  in  Virginia,  and  ten  thousand  pounds  to  procuring  and  transporting  pro- 
vi-iions  for  the  Miissacliuseii3  troops  engaged  in  the  King's  Kivice. 

Al  the  same  time  Ihni  the  above  grant  of  slity  ihousnnd  pounds  was  made,  a 
bill  fur  establishing  and  disciplining  a  voluntary  militia  was  drafted  by  Fraok- 
lin,  which,  as  he  says,  posted  through  the  House  with  little  difficulty,  as  the 
Quakers  were  left  al  liberly.  Several  companies  were  organiicd,  but  nonecvOT 
joined  the  Virginians  in  any  eipedition  against  the  Indians.  The  money  was 
chiefly  expended  in  building  forts  on  the  Pennsylvania  frontiers,  under  the 
superintendence  of  Franklin,  who  wai  commissioned  for  that  puipos«  by  th« 
Governor. — Sec  FraniKH's  Works,  Vol,  I.,  p.  IS3. — Sfiorkt, 
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is  not  a  secret.  I  should  be  favored  were  I  let  into  the 
scheme,  that  we  may  act  conjunctly,  so  far  as  the 
nature  of  things  will  admit. 

Pray  direct  to  mc  at  Alexandria,  to  which  place  I 
design  to  go  in  about  ten  days  from  this.  I  heartily 
wish  you  the  compliments  of  the  season.     I  am,  &c. 


ADDRESS  TO  THE  OFFICERS  OF  THE  VIRGINIA  REGIMENT.' 

8  January.  1756. 

•  *  «  »  «  #  * 

This  timely  warning  of  the  effects  of  misbehaviour 
will,  I  hope,  be  instrumental  in  animating  the  younger 
officers  to  a  laudable  emulation  in  the  service  of  their 
country.  Not  that  I  apprehend  any  of  them  can  be 
guilty  of  offences  of  this  nature :  but  there  are  many 
other  misdemeanors,  that  will,  without  due  circum- 
spection, gain  upon  inactive  minds,  and  produce  con- 
sequences equally  disgraceful. 

I  would,  therefore,  earnestly  recommend,  in  every 
point  of  duty,  willingness  to  undertake,  and  intrepid 
resolution  to  execute.  Remember,  that  it  is  the 
{uiufHs,  and  not  the  commission,  that  make  the  officer, 
and  that  there  is  more  expected  from  him,  than  the 
iiiU.  Do  not  foi^et,  that  there  ought  to  be  a  time 
appropriated  to  attain  this  knowledge,  as  well  as  to 
indulge  pleasure.  And  as  we  now  have  no  oppor- 
tunities to  improve  from  example,  let  us  read  for  this 

>  An  officer  luiil  b«en  tri«d  bf  ft  conn-maitial.  and  luspendcd.  In  commuoi. 
eating  lliit  Matence,  the  conirnamler  addccMcd  to  the  officen  generftlljr  the 
abore  tetnariu  ud  odmoailioD. 
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desirable  end.     There  is  Bland's  and  other  treatises 
which  will  give  the  wished-for  information. 

I  think  it  my  duty,  gentlemen,  as  I  have  the 
honour  to  preside  over  you,  to  give  this  friendly  ad- 
monition ;  especially  as  I  am  determined,  as  far  as 
my  small  experience  in  service,  my  abilities,  and 
interest  of  the  service  may  dictate,  to  observe  the 
strictest  discipline  through  the  whole  economy  of 
my  behaviour.  On  the  other  hand,  you  may  as  cer- 
tainly depend  upon  having  the  strictest  justice  admin- 
istered to  all,  and  that  I  shall  make  it  the  most 
agreeable  part  of  my  duty  to  study  merit,  and  reward 
the  brave  and  deserving.  I  assure,  you,  gentlemen, 
that  partiality  shall  never  bias  my  conduct,  nor  shall 
prejudice  injure  any;  but,  throughout  the  whole 
tenor  of  my  proceedings,  I  shall  endeavour,  as  far  as  1 
am  able,  to  reward  and  punish,  without  the  1 
diminution. 


TO  GOVERNOR   DINWIDDIE. 

Alsxandhia.  14  Jitnuaty,  1756. 

HoNBi-E.  Sir, 

Major  Lewis,  being  at  Winchester  when  your 
letter  came  to  hand,  was  immediately  despatched  to 
Augusta,  to  take  upon  him  the  command  of  the 
troops  destined  against  the  Shawnese  Town  ; '  with 

' "  The  Cheiokeei  have  liJcen  up  the  Hatchet  agaiasl  the  Sh&w>neM  KtA 
French,  and  have  sent  130  of  theii  wftrriort  into  New  Rivet,  and  propose  t» 
match  inimediately  to  altnck  and  cut  qR  the  Sh.iwitnese  in  [heir  town*.  1 
itcti|;n  they  shall  be  Joined  with  three  companies  oF  tingets  ftnd  Capt.  Hoyy*i 
company,  and  I  propose  Colo.  Siephens  or  Major  Lewis  to  be  coromKiuUj  of 
tliB  party  on  thii  expedition." — Diitviiddit  to  Wathiitglfit,  14  Dec,  IJSJ. 
Known  *&  Uie  Sandy  Creek  Expedition. 
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orders  to  follow  such  directions  as  he  should  receive 
from  you.  This  scheme,  though,  I  am  apprehensive 
will  prove  abortive,  as  we  are  told  that  those  Indians 
are  removed  up  the  river,  into  the  neighbourhood  of 
Fort  Duquesne. 

I  have  given  all  necessary  orders  for  training  the 
men  to  a  proper  use  of  their  arms,  and  the  method  of 
Indian  fighting,  and  hope  in  a  little  time  to  make  them 
expert.  And  I  should  be  glad  to  have  your  Honor's  ex- 
press commands,  either  to  prepare  for  taking  the  field, 
or  for  guarding  our  frontiers  in  the  spring,  because 
the  steps  for  these  two  are  verj-  different.  I  have 
already  built  two  forts  on  Patterson's  Creek,  (which 
have  engaged  the  chief  of  the  inhabitants  to  return  to 
the  plantations ;)  and  have  now  ordered  Captain 
Waggener  with  sixty  men  to  build  and  garrison  two 
others,  (on  places  I  have  pointed  out  high  up  on  the 
South  Branch,)  which  will  be  a  means  of  securing 
near  an  hundred  miles  of  our  frontiers,  exclusive  of 
the  command  at  Fort  Dinwiddie,  on  Jackson's  River. 
And,  indeed,  without  a  much  greater  number  of  men 
than  we  have  a  visible  prospect  of  getting,  I  do  not 
see  how  it  is  possible  to  think  of  passing  the  moun- 
tains, or  acting  more  than  defensively.  This  seems 
to  be  the  full  determination  of  the  Fennsylvanians  ; 
so  that  there  can  be  no  hope  of  assistance  from  that 
quarter.  If  we  only  act  defensively.  I  would  most 
earnestly  recommend  the  building  of  a  strong  fort 
at  some  convenient  place  in  Virginia,  as  that  in  Mary- 
land, not  to  say  any  thing  of  its  situation,  which  is 
extremely  bad,  will  ever  be  an  eyesore  to  this  colony, 
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and  attended  with  more  inconveniences  than  it  is  pos* 
sible  to  enumerate.  One  instance  of  this  I  have 
taken  notice  of,  in  a  letter  that  accompanies  this,  and 
many  more  I  could  recite,  were  it  necessar)'. 

If  we  take  the  field,  there  is  no  time  to  carry  on  a 
work  of  this  kind,  but  we  should  immediately  set 
about  engaging  wagons,  horses,  forage,  pack-saddles, 
etc.  And  here  I  cannot  help  remarking,  that  I 
believe  it  will  be  impossible  to  gel  wagons  or  horses 
sufficient,  without  the  old  score  is  paid  off;  as  the 
people  are  really  ruined  for  want  of  their  money,  and 
complain  justly  of  their  grievances. 

I  represented  in  my  last  the  inconveniences  of  the 
late  act  of  Assembly,  which  obliges  us  first  to  send  to 
your  Honor  for  a  commission  to  hold  general  courts- 
martial,  and  then  to  delay  execution  until  a  warrant 
can  be  had  from  Williamsburg,  and  I  hope  you  will 
take  the  thing  into  consideration.  We  have  several 
deserters  now  on  hand,  whom  I  have  taken  by  rigoi> 
ous  measures,  and  who  should  be  made  examples  to 
others,  as  this  practice  is  continued  with  greater  spirit 
than  ever. 

Unless  clothing  is  soon  provided,  the  men  will  be 
unfit  for  any  kind  of  service.  And  I  know  of  no  ex* 
pedient  to  procure  them,  but  by  sending  to  the 
northward,  as  cloth  cannot  be  had  here.  I  left, 
among  other  returns,  an  exact  account  of  the  clothing 
at  every  place,  when  I  was  in  Williamsburg.  I 
shan't  care  to  lay  in  provisions  for  more  than  a 
thousand  men,  unless  I  have  your  Honor's  orders. 
We  have  put  out  such  of  the  beeves  as  were  unfit  for 
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slaughtering.     If  they  survive  the  winter,  they  may 
be  useful  in  the  summer. 

Ensign   Poison  having  received  a  commission  in 
Colonel  Gage's  regiment,  makes  a  vacancy  here  which, 
witli  your  approbation,  will  be  filled  by  Mr.  Dennis 
McCarthy,  whom  you  once  appointed  a  captain.    He 
has  continued  a  volunteer  ever  since,  and  has  recruited 
several  men  into  the  ser\'ice,  and  I  hope  your  Honor 
will  allow  me  the  liberty,  as  you  once  promised  me, 
of  filling  up  the  vacancies,  as  they  happen,  with  the 
volunteers,  who  serve  with  that  expectation.     We 
have  several  with  us,  that  seem  to  be  very  deserving 
young  gentlemen.  I  shall  observe  the  strictest  justice 
in  promoting  them  according  to  their  merit,  and  their 
time  of  entering  the  service.      I  have  ordered  Captn. 
H<^  to  render  immediately  a  fair  account  to  the  com- 
pany of  the  money  sent  him.      He  was  ordered  to  lay 
in  provisions  for  only  12  months.  Captn.  Stewart  has 
recniited  his  complement  of  men.     I  should  be  glad 
to  know  whether  he  is  to  complete  his  horse  against 
tlie  spring  and  provide  accoutrements. 

I  have  been  obliged  to  suspend  Ensign  Dekeyser 
for  misbehaviour  till  your  pleasure  is  known.     See 
the  proceedings  of  the  enquiring  courts.     His  char- 
acter in  many  other  respects  has  been  infamous,     I 
have  also  been  obliged  to  threaten,  in  your  name,  the 
new  appointed  officers  with  the  same  fate  if  they  are 
not  more  diligent  in  recruiting  the    companies,   as 
each   received    his   commission    upon    those   terms. 
Captn.  Mercer  comes  down  for  more  money  and  to 
satisfy  how  the  ^10,000  has  been  applied. 
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The  skipper  of  the  vessels  has  embezzled  some  of 
the  stores ;  but  for  want  of  a  particular  invoice  of 
them,  we  cannot  ascertain  the  loss.  He  is  kept  in 
confinement  until  your  Honor's  pleasure  is  known. 
I  am.  &c. 


TO  GOVERNOR   DINWIDDIE. 

Alexanukia,  14  Jtnuuj, 

Sir, 

When  I  was  down,  the  Committee  among  other" 
things   resolved,  that   the   Maryland  and   Carolina 
companies  should  not  be  supported  with  our  pro- 
visions.    This  resolve  (I  think)  met  with  your  appro- 
bation ;  upon  which   I   wrote  to   Colonel   Stephen, 
desiring  him  to  acquaint  Captain  Dagworthy  thereof, 
who  paid  slight  regard  to  it,  saying  it  was  in  the 
King's  garrison,  and  all  the  troops  had  an  equal  right 
to  draw  provisions  with  us,  by  his  order,  (as  com- 
manding officer,)  and  that  we,  after  it  was  put  there, 
had   no  power  to  remove  it  without  his    leave.     I 
should,  therefore,  be  glad  of  your  Honor's  peremp- 
tory orders  what  to  do  in  this  case,  as  I  do  not  care 
to  act  without  instructions,  lest  it  should  appear  to 
proceed  from  pique  and  resentment  at  having  the 
command  disputed.     This  is  one  among  the  number- 
less inconveniences  of  having  the  fort  in  Maryland 
Captain  Dagworthy,  I  dare  venture  to  affirm,  is  en- 
couraged to  say  this  by  Governor  Sharpe,  who  we 
know  has  wrote  to  him  to  keep  the  command.     This 
Captain  Dagworthy  acquainted  Colonel  Stephen  of 
himself.     As   I    have   not  yet  heard   how  General 
Shirley  has  answered  your  Honor's  request. 
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the  success,  especially  as  it  is  next  to  an  impossibility 
(as  Governor  Sharpe  has  been  there  to  plead  Cap- 
tain Dagworihy's  cause)  by  writing  to  make  the 
General  acquainted  with  the  nature  of  the  dispute. 
The  officers  have  drawn  up  a  memorial  to  be  pre- 
sented to  the  General,  and,  that  it  may  be  properly 
strengthened,  they  humbly  beg  your  solicitation  to 
have  us  (as  we  have  certain  advices  that  it  rs  in  his 
power)  put  upon  the  establishment.  This  would  at 
once  put  an  end  to  contention,  which  is  the  root  of 
evil,  and  destructive  to  the  best  of  operations;  and 
turn  all  our  movements  into  a  free,  easy  channel. 

They  have  urged  it  in  the  warmest  manner  to  me, 
to  appear  personally  before  the  General  for  that  end, 
which  1  would  at  this  disagreeable  season,  gladly  do, 
things  being  thus  circumstanced,  if  I  had  your  per- 
mission ;  which  I  more  freely  ask,  since  I  am  deter- 
mined to  resign  a  commission,  which  you  were  gen- 
erously pleased  to  offer  me,  (and  for  which  I  shall 
always  retain  a  grateful  sense  of  the  favor)  rather 
than  submit  to  the  command  of  a  person,  who,  I 
think,  has  not  such  superlative  merit  to  balance  the 
inequality  of  rank,  however  he  adheres  to  what  he 
calls  his  right,  and  in  which  1  know  he  is  supported 
by  Governor  Sharpe.  He  says,  that  he  has  no  com- 
mission from  the  province  of  Maryland,  but  acts  by 
virtue  of  that  from  the  King ;  that  this  was  the  con- 
dition of  his  engaging  in  the  Maryland  service ;  and 
when  he  was  sent  up  there  the  ist  of  last  Octo- 
Wr,  was  ordered  by  Governor  Sharpe  and  Sir  John 
Sl  Clair  not  to  give  up  his  right.  To  my  certain 
knowledge  his   rank  was   disputed   before   General 
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Braddock,  who  gave  it  in  his  favor ;  and  he  accord- 
ingly took  place  of  every  captain  upon  the  expedition, 
except  Captain  James  Mercer  and  Captain  Ruther- 
ford, whose  commissions  were  older  than  his  ;  so  that 
I  should  not  by  any  means  choose  to  act,  as  youM 
Honor  hinted  in  your  last,  lest  I  should  be  called  to] 
an  account  myself.' 

I  have,  during  my  stay  above'  from  the   ist*of| 
December  to  this,  disposed  of  all  the  men  and  officers,] 
(that  are  not  recruiting,  and  can  be  spared  from  the] 
fort,)  in  the  best  manner  I  can  for  the  defence  of  the 
inhabitants,  and  they  will  need  no  further  orders  till 
I  could  return.     And  the  recruiting  officers  are  al-j 
lowed  till  the  first  of  March  to  repair  to  their  rendez-j 
vous,  which  leaves  at  present  nothing  to  do  at  the 
fort,  but  to  train  and  discipline  the  men,  and  prepare 
and  salt  the  provisions.      For  the  better  perfecting] 
both  these,  I  have  left  full  and  clear  directions. 

Besides,  in  other  respects,  I  think  my  going  to  the] 
northward  might  be  of  service,  as  I  should  thereby, 
so  far  as  they  thought  proper  to  communicate,   be 
acquainted  with  the  plan  of  operations,  especially  the  i 
Pennsylvanians',  so  as  to  act,  as  much  as  the  nature 
of  things  would  admit,  in  concert. 

If  you  think  proper  to  comply  with  my  request,  I| 
should  be  glad  of  any  letters,  as  you  think  would  en-J 
force   the   petition   to  the   General,  or  any  of 
governors  in  my  way  there.      I  am,  &c. 


'  See  above,  the  leilec  lo  Colonel  Siephen,  dated  December  aStli. 

'  A I  Winchester. 

'  Thui  in  DrnwiddU  Paferi,  H.,  319 ;  Sparks  piinls  it  with. 
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TO   LIEUTENANT-COLONEL  STEPHEN. 

Albxandria,  I  Februtiy.  1756. 
SiK, 

If  you  find  that  a  good  road  by  Ross's  Mill  can  be 
so  easily  cut,  the  sooner  it  is  set  about  the  better. 
As  the  Governor  is  still  silent  concerning  what  I 
represented  about  building  a  fort  on  Patterson's 
Creek,  I  would  have  you  desist,  at  least  for  a  while, 
and  erect  such  buildings  as  are  absolutely  necessary 
at  Fort  Cumberland,  and  no  more. 

You  may  depend  upon  it  I  shall  take  proper  notice 
of  the  late  proceedings  you  speak  of,  but  for  certain 
reasons  am  obliged  to  postpone  it  Things  not  yet 
being  rightly  settled  for  punishing  deserters  accord- 
ing to  their  crimes,  you  must  go  on  in  the  old  way  of 
■whipping  stoutly. 

If  casks  are  still  wanted,  there  should  be  great  care 
used  to  provide  them  in  time. 

Looking  upon  our  affairs  at  this  critical  juncture  to 
be  of  such  importance,  and  having  a  personal  ac- 
quaintance with  General  Shirley,  which  I  thought 
might  add  some  weight  to  the  strength  of  our 
memorial,  I  solicited  leave,  which  is  obtained,  to 
visit  him  in  person,  and  accordingly  set  out  in  two 
days  for  Boston,  having  procured  letters,  &c  from  the 
Governor,  which  was  the  result  of  a  Council  for  the 
purpose  called.  You  may  depend  upon  it,  I  shall  leave 
no  stone  unturned  for  this  salutary  end;  and,  I  think, 
if  reason,  justice,  and  every  other  equitable  right  can 
claim  attention,  we  deserve  to  be  heard. 

As  I   have  taken  the  fatigue  &c.  of  this  tedious 
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journey  upon  myself,  (which  I  never  thought  of  until 
I  had  left  Winchester,)  I  hope  you  will  conduct 
every  thing  in  my  absence  for  the  interest  and  honor 
of  the  service.  And  I  must  exhort  you  in  the  most 
earnest  manner  to  strict  discipline  and  due  exercise 
of  arms. 

You  may  tell  Mr.  Livingston  from  me,  that,  if  the 
soldiers  are  not  skilled  in  arms  equal  to  what  may 
reasonably  be  expected,  he  most  assuredly  shall 
answer  it  at  my  return.  And  1  must  ingenuously  tell 
you,  that  I  also  expect  to  find  them  expert  at  bush- 
fighting.  You  are  to  order  that  a  particular  account 
be  taken  of  the  provisions  that  are  delivered  to 
the  Maryland  and  Carolina  companies  by  the  com- 1 
missary. 

The  Governor  seems  determined  to  make  the 
officers  comply  with  the  terms  of  getting  their  com- 
missions, or  forfeit  them,  and  approves  of  Dekeyser's 
suspension.'  and  orders,  that  he  shall  not  be  admitted 
into  the  camp.  He  seems  uneasy  at  what  I  own 
gives  me  much  concern,  i.  c,  that  gaming  seems  to  be 
introduced  into  the  camp.  I  am  ordered  to  discour- 
age it,  and  must  desire  that  you  will  intimate  the 
same. 

As  money  may  be  wanted  for  paying  the  troops, 
and  other  incidental  charges,  order  the  paymaster 
down  to  Alexandria,  where  he  may  receive  of  Mr.| 
Kirkpatrick  the  sum  requisite. 


'  Lehaffisus  Dekcj'Kt  wis  tried  bjr  couit-martia)  on  m  ctuirge  of  condoci 
"  nnhecnming  of  a  gcnllemitn  and  an  ol^ccr."  and  found  guill;  It  was  his  cm« 
ibfti  occBiioncd  the  remsrks  printed  on  p,  319. 
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1  think  of  nothing  else  at  present ;  so,  with  once 
more  exhorting  you  to  strict  observation  of  discipline, 
I  conclude,  yours,  &c. 


I 


TO  GOVERNOR    DINWIDDIE. 


ALRXAKntiA,  3  Febniu7,  1756. 


HoNBLE.  Sir, 

I  can  but  return  my  very  hearty  thanks  for  your 
kind  condescension  in  sulTering  me  to  wait  upon  Gen- 
eral Shirley,  as  I  am  very  well  assured  it  was  done 
with  the  intention  to  favor  my  suit. 

There  is  as  yet  an  unanswerable  argument  against 
our  taking  the  field,  which  1  forgot  to  mention  in  my 
last;  that  is,  the  want  of  a  train  of  artillery,  and, 
what  is  full  as  necessary,  engineers  to  conduct  the 
affair,  if  we  hope  to  approach  Fort  Duquesne.  By 
the  advices,  which  we  have  received  hitherto  from 
the  northward,  the  Pennsylvanians  are  determined  to 
act  defensively.  For  that  purpose  they  have  posted 
their  new  raised  levies  upon  their  frontiers  at  different 
passes,  and  have  received  the  additional  strength  and 
favor  of  a  detachment  or  two  from  the  regulars.  I 
have  ordered,  besides  the  forts  that  are  built,  and 
now  building,  that  a  road  which  I  had  reconnoitred, 
and  which  proves  nearer  and  better,  to  be  immedi- 
ately opened  for  the  more  easy  transporation  of 
stores,  &c.  from  Winchester  to  Fort  Cumberland  ; 
so  there  is  not  the  least  fear  of  the  soldiers  being  cor- 
rupted through  idleness.  The  commission  for  calling 
general  courts-martial  appears  to  me  to  be  imperfect, 
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(notwithstanding  it  is  drawn  by  the  attorney-general,) 
as  it  rather,  by  the  words,  appoints  me,  or  whomever 
it  is  directed  to,  president  of  the  said  court,  than  in- 
vests a  power  to  call  one  as  often  as  occasion  shall 
require.  For  which  reason  it  is  not  in  my  power  to 
hold  a  court-martial  without  its  being  first  ordered  by 
you ;  whereas,  the  commission  should  empower  to 
appoint  a  court,  of  which  he  is  to  be  president.  But 
as  I  hope  there  will  be  little  occasion  for  any  until  I 
come  back,  it  may  be  deferred  until  then,  when  that 
and  other  things,  I  trust,  will  be  properly  settled.  •  •  • 

I  have  always,  so  far  as  it  was  in  my  power,  endeav- 
oured to  discourage  gaming  in  the  camp  ;  and  always 
shall  so  long  as  I  have  the  honor  to  preside  there. 

I  have  delivered  the  skipper  to  Mr.  Carlyle,  who 
proposes,  in  order  to  save  expense,  to  send  him 
round  by  water,  in  the  vessel  that  brought  up  the 
stores.  The  evidences  in  this  afTair  will  be  Mr.  Car- 
lyle, Ensigns  Buckner  and  Deane,  and  one  of  the 
men  now  in  the  vessel. 

I  cannot  help  observing,  that  your  Honor,  if  you 
have  not  seen  the  clothing  lately  sent  up.  has  been 
imposed  upon  by  the  contractors,  for  they  are  really 
unfit  for  use  ;  at  least,  will  soon  be  so.  ^ 

I  have  nothing  in  particular  to  add,  but  to  assure 
your  Honour,  that  I  shall  use  my  utmost  diligence  in 
the  prosecution  of  my  journey  and  pretensions,  and 
that  I  am,  &c." 

'  Colonel  Wtsliinglon  left  Alexandria,  on  his  journey  lu  Bo$lon,  f  cbnMi74lIu 
with  his  kid-de-i'ncnp.  Captain  Metcct.  He  returned  on  the  23d  of  Ktarcli.  In 
hU  route  hepas^d  Ihrough  Philadelphia.  New  Yoik.  New  London,  Newpatt, 

and  Providence,  visiled  Ihe  go^'en'ors  ol  Pennsylvania  and  New  York,  and 
■pent  several  days  in  each  oi  the  principal  cities.     He  was  well  received,  and 
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NOTES  ON    HIS  JOURNEY   TO   BOSTON. 

■756.   Feby,    4.  lijr  caih  lodged  wilh  CapU.  Mover 

tor  Expt  10  Boiton    ....     ^£117. 

By  Ditto  with  Ditto  lor  Ditto  pur- 
pose   ao.         ts< 

By  Dillo  wilh  Ditto  for  Ditto      .     .       4.  6. 

By  Ditto  with  Ditto       Ditto     .    .      %. 

B]r  John  Alloa   id/By  Tho«  Biihop 

31/6 I.  t?. 

By  Suixtry  tinall  eipcnxes  at  PhiU- 

dalphia S.  3. 

By  Ditto  at  Schoolkill t.  1. 


B. 


13. 


By  Cuh  to  the  Taylor 
lo  tha  Hiucr   . 
to  tlie  Jeweller . 
10  ihe  Sndtcrs   . 
to  (ti«  WMhar- 
womaii     .     . 


91. 
3. 
I. 
I. 


9- 
"4. 


16.     llJ 


rcDia.  Honey 


;£*7,     17.    o.  is  in  Virea.  Cnty.  33.  5.  ^\ 


nadi  nocked,  by  Genent  Shiiky,  with  whom  he  continued  ten  days,  mixing 
fflMlinilj  ia  lh«  focicty  of  Ih*  town,  and  attending  wilh  inieie&t  10  the  prn- 
<MtHMgt  of  the  leeiilaiute  of  Mamcliusetti.  then  engaged  in  affairs  of  great 
aomaiil  re>|>ectii)g  the  rc<|iiinie  aid«  (or  promoting  Ibc  gnnd  scheme  of  mill* 
taiy  «pentIlon«,  recently  a|>reed  upon  tiy  a  (.-iiuncil  of  several  goversors  auem- 
bled  at  New  York.     He  alio  visited  Cattle  Willinn)- 

In  the  pnipoM  of  bis  iniuion  he  wai  succcuful,  aa  may  be  seen  by  the  to), 
lowlnc  order,  given  under  (he  hand  of  General  Sliiiley. 

"  Boston,  5  Manh,  (js*^ 

"  GoTcmor  DI*wi<Jdie,  at  the  loitance  of  Coloael  Wuhingion.  having  re- 
ftrrtd  to  m*  coarctnini;  the  ri|;ht  of  i.-omman<I  lictwecn  him  and  Capiatti  Dag- 
wotthy.  and  dniring  that  I  should  determine  it,  1  do  therefore  give  it  as  my 
ofdnioK,  thu  Captain  Dagworihy.  who  now  ncti  under  a  commission  from  the 
GorcnMT  ol  Maryland,  and  wlierr  iliere  ate  no  regular  troops  joined,  ca»  only 
t^M  rank  ai  ■  provincial  captain,  and  of  coune  is  under  the  command  ol  all 
pmincial  field-oflicen  ;  and.  In  caie  it  thould  happen,  that  Colonel  Wasbing- 
tOD  and  Captain  Dagworthy  nlioiilil  join  at  Fort  Cumberland,  it  is  my  order  thai 
Colanc)  Waaliington  ihall  take  the  command. 

"  W.  SitmLBY." 

Ai  toon  M  b«  relomeil  from  thii  luur.  he  proceeded  oawaiil  to  Williamsburg. 
He  had  been  ihete  but  ■  ihort  time,  when  an  eiprcu  arrived  with  inteUigcnco, 
ttat  the  French  and  Indiana  had  bioken  into  the  frontier  Mlilementa,  murdered 
■ertnl  tA  ihc  inhabitant*,  and  e«ciled  great  al,-inn  in  all  that  region.  Upon 
Wariag  thia  newa.   he  hastened  bock  to  hit  heodquailen  at  WinchetteT.— 
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By  Servant!  beln-wn  Phila.  and  New  York 
Ry  Thoi.  Rlihop  at/A.  By  Jno.  Alton  ii/b 
By  Cuh  for  my  Club  «t  Tavn.  ,  5.  I 
tor  treaig.  Ladin  to  yt 

Mm.' I,    «. 

■I  Mm.  Baion'i  Root .  t>, 

Oub  at  WiUeB     .    .  4.     9 

Sodlcn  accl.  .        10. 

■  pT.  of  ihoei     ...        14. 
TaylonBJlI  ....  3.     j.     7 


New  Voik  Vj. 


£6-  lOi  10.  ii  in  Vitj^  Cniy.  4-  14.  t 


By  caah,  by  ■  pr  of  ilippeis  .     ,  16, 

treatg.  Ladkt  to  ye  Mi- 
crocosm      ....     I.     4. 

hiring  a  penon  to  gfit 
horaci 

a  mure  of  Mr.  Pitcher  , 

Ditio  bot.  of  Lary  .     . 

Ditto  to  Oliver  Delancy 
Eaqr.  for  Capln  Mer- 
cer     

Mr.  Robinson's  Servu. 

Hor»a  hire  for  C.  Mer- 
cer     '•     7- 

lost  al  cardi  .     :     .     .  S. 

Gave  to  Servanti  on  ye 

Ri        10. 


35. 
SKI. 


ai. 
I. 


3. 


b. 


13. 

s. 


New  York  My 


£So.  o.  o  is  in  Va.  Cniy.  57.  10 
By  cash  to  Mr.  Malbonej  servanis    ,  £i.  o.     o,  I  j-i^    >  •     . 

.     .      4.  f 


10  a  Bowie  broke 


£i.  in  Vtiga.  Curr-  ii. 


'  "  To  be  seen  at  the  New  Eichnnge.  that  clabnrBle  and  celebrated  pitce  of 
mechanism,  called  ihc  Microcosm,  or.  the  World  in  Miniature.  Built  in  tbe 
form  o{  a  Roman  Temple,  after  twenty  two  years  dose  study  and  appIicalioQ 
by  the  lalc  ingenious  Mr.  Henry  Bridges  of  Loodon.  ...  It  will  be  shewn 
cver7  day  frnm  six  in  the  morning  till  six  at  night.  lo  any  Mlect  company  {not 
less  than  six)  at  six  ihillings  each." — J^<v  Veri  Mrrtury,  16  February,  17561. 
It  had  come  from  Philadelphia  and  hod  already  been  exhibited  in  Vi^nja. 
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Feb. 


a? 


to 


Mar.  lo 


By  cuh  Icnl  Capln.  Mercer 
By  DiHo  lo  K  M»n  o(  \V»r»  crew 
*t  cardi  al  lli<  Gor«mor> 
trouing   lo  C*Mle   Wil- 

Ii>m  .... 
Ihc  Chamber  Maid 
at  Ct;it« .... 
For  k  HstI  .  .  , 
Taylon  Bill  .  . 
Silver  Ucc  .  .  . 
a  pr.  of  Glovta 


«9-     4 


II. 

3 

1. 

1. 

C 

11. 

3 

1. 

1. 

0 

3- 

iS. 

9 

la. 

to, 

95- 

7. 

3 

«■ 

17. 

1 

I. 

IS. 

t  J 

Musachuscts. 


C^w.  iS.  Sura  Vireft.  Curjr.  96.  q.  lo 
By  CMh  10  Jolin  Alton' ^9 


'  Bjr  Ditto  to  m  Ticket  lo  yo  AHMmbly 
in;r  l>0Brd  at  Mr.  Woods 
a  pr.  of  Clovei   .     . 
Slockingi  for  Biiliup 
Ihe  Barber  &c     .     . 

Sadler 

The  Home  Maid  , 
Expi.  at  Chciler  . 
Ditto  fm.  PbiU.  to  Alexa. 


1. 


6, 


:■ 

M 

3. 

6 

3- 

9 

7- 

b 

J- 

lO. 

6 

II. 

ej 

Pensa.Monoy 


/to.  B,  3  in  Vir)[a.  Cury.  ia  S.  6.  7t 


By  my  Expenses  pd.  by  Captn.   Mercer  to 
Boiton&e 65.15.  il| 

'    ''I 
By  Cash  for  mending ».  Sword     .    .    .    .3-9 

for  Ribon 3 

Card* I. 

Cockades 3. 

Breeches  Buckle i.  4. 


Pen>ylva, 


9.  3  in  Vir|[a.  Cniy.  u  7.  4 
By  tondlty  ollter  pcymenti  at  New  York  &e.  am)*,  lo  4.  IS.  4 


'  Alion  «a*  hti  ter>«nt,  t«(.-<iriii(;  ^13  per  annum.  &n<l  wa:*  afterward*  one 
ITaaUagtoa'a  orcnecn.     Bishop,  alto,  at  j£lo  a  year. 
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EXTRACTS    FROM   THE   PENNSYLVANIA  GAZETTE. 

February  ta.  1756.  Lui  w«elc  C«l«n«I  Wa«hlnp«n  arrived  kcre  (ram  Vir- 
ginia. 

February  ig.  Lul  week  Colonel  Waihinf^oii  set  out  fron  ihii  city  foe 
New  York.' 

F«bni«(y  36.  New  York,  Februaiy  93.  Colond  WaiUngton,  of  tukd  fron 
Vir^nia.  but  lait  rrom  Philadelphia,  left  thit  dly  for  BoUon  oo  Friday  lait> 
Ihrr*  'tin  thou|;bi.  lo  cimtult  wilh  General  Shirley,  meaiurei  proper  I0  be  taken 
wiili  u-vtrral  Iribei  of  Indiani  to  the  loutbward.  and  paiticnUriy  ibe  Cberokeef, 
tome  hundreds  of  whom,  from  the  hack  parti  of  (he  two  Carolina!,  it  it  reported, 
have  amiieil  Ihc  Wetrtrm  Gcvrmmenlt  of  their  coming  in,  and  firmly  •(UMriog 
10  Ibe  intcreit  of  ibe  English,  in  oppotilion  to  the  French.* 

March  it.  Boilon,  March  I.  \sa,\  Friday  came  10  (hi*  Town,  fn>m  VIi- 
ginla.  ihe  Hon.  CoIodcI  Washington,* 

March  1%.  Veslerday  Colonel  Ge«rge  WathinstOD  arriTed  bete  [Philadel- 
phia] from  the  northward. 


4 


TO  GOVEHNOR   DINWIDDIE, 

WiNCHBSTKR.  7  April,  I7S' 

HoNBLE,  Sir, 

I  arrived  here  yesterday,  and  think  it  advisable 
despatch  an  express  (notwithstanding  I  hear  two  or 
three  are  already  sent  down)  to  inform  you  of  the 
unhappy  situation  of  affairs  on  this  quarter.  The 
enemy  have  returned  in  greater  numbers,  committed 
several  murders  not  far  from  Winchester,  and  even 
are  so  daring  as  to  attack  our  forts  in  open  day,  as 
your  Honor  may  see  by  the  enclosed  letters  and 

'  The  I^ra  Yerk  Mtrtury  (Febniary  ifith)  showed  that  Washington  reached 
New  York  on  the  tjth. 

*  Dinwiddle  had  given  Washington  t  letler  ot  Introduction  to  Oliver  Uc 
Luiecy. 

' "  When  Washington  visited  Boston  in  February  I7s6,  lo  consult  General 
Shirley,  he  slopped  at  Cromwell's  Head  Tavern,  on  School  Strcci,  just  abovi 
the  old  comer.  During  his  visit  of  ten  days  he  attended  the  sesuuns  of  the 
Legislature,  and  nccepted  the  hoipitality  ol  several  prominent  dtliCDt." 
— Porter.  Rambla  in  Old  Boslen.  3B4. 
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papers.  Many  of  the  inhabitants  are  in  a  miserable 
situation  by  their  losses,  and  so  apprehensive  of 
danger,  that,  I  believe,  unless  a  stop  is  put  to  the 
depredations  of  the  Indians,  the  Blue  Ridge  will 
soon  become  our  frontier. 

I  find  it  impossible  to  continue  on  to  Fort  Cum- 
berland, until  a  body  of  men  can  be  raised,  in  order 
to  do  which  I  have  advised  with  Lord  Fairfax,  and 
other  officers  of  the  militia,  who  have  ordered  each 
captain  to  call  a  private  muster,  and  to  read  the  ex- 
hortation enclosed  (for  orders  are  no  longer  regarded 
in  this  county),  in  hopes  that  this  expedient  may 
meet  with  the  wished-for  success.  If  it  should,  I 
shall,  with  such  men  as  are  ordered  from  Fort  Cum- 
berland to  join  these,  scour  the  woods  and  suspected 
places.  In  all  the  mountains,  valleys.  &c.  on  this  part 
of  our  frontiers  ;  and  doubt  not  but  I  shall  fall  in 
with  the  Indians  and  their  more  cruel  associates  !  I 
hope  the  present  emergency  of  affairs,  assisted  by 
such  good  news  as  the  Assembly  may  by  this  time 
have  received  from  England,  and  the  Commissioners, 
■will  determine  them  to  take  vigorous  measures  for 
their  own  and  countrj''s  safety,  and  no  longer  depend 
on  an  uncertain  way  of  raising  men  for  their  own 
protection.  However  absurd  it  may  appear,  it  is 
nevertheless  certain,  that  five  hundred  Indians  have 
it  more  in  their  power  to  annoy  the  inhabitants,  than 
ten  times  their  number  of  regulars.  For  besides  the 
advantageous  way  they  have  of  fighting  in  the  woods, 
their  cunning  and  craft  are  not  to  be  equalled,  neither 
their    activity    and    indefatigable   suflfcrings.       They 
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prowl  about  like  wolves,  and,  like  them,  do  their 
mischief  by  stealth.  They  depend  upon  their  dex- 
terity in  hunting  and  upon  the  cattle  of  the  inhabi- 
tants for  provisions.  For  which  reason,  I  own,  I  do 
not  think  it  unworthy  the  notice  of  the  legislature 
compel  the  inhabitants  (if  a  general  war  is  Hkely 
ensue,  and  things  to  continue  in  this  unhappy  situa- 
tion for  any  time),  to  live  in  townships,  working  at 
each  other's  farms  by  turns,  and  to  drive  their  cattle 
into  the  thickly  settled  parts  of  the  countrj-.  Were 
this  done,  they  could  not  be  cut  off  by  small  parties, 
and  large  ones  could  not  subsist  without  provisions,' 
It  seemed  to  be  the  sentiment  of  the  House  of 
Burgesses  when  I  was  down,  that  a  chain  of  forts 
should  be  erected  upon  our  frontiers,  for  the  defencttd 
of  the  people.  This  expedient,  in  my  opinion,  with-^ 
out  an  inconceivable  number  of  men,  will  never 
answer  their  expectations.'  | 

'To  the  Spetka  he  wiaie  In  a  simllu  smin  :  "If  tite /Mn  o(  the 
people  do  not  DiKgnify  numhrri.  tllose  cf  ()ib  enemy  Bn)  liQl  inconsidcriblc. 
They  have  made  many  ineffectual  atlempu  upon  several  ot  out  forli.  dctlroyed 
cdltlc.  bumed  pUnliNons,  and  ihii  in  detiance  of  nur  stnalicr  parllct,  while 
they  dexltrouily  avoid  the  larger.  Our  detachmenls,  by  vrtid  I  mn  Irani,  hai* 
iouRlii  ihcm  diligently,  but  the  cunning  and  vigilance  of  Indjani  in  tbe  iroodi 
arc  no  more  to  be  conceived,  tliau  they  xie  to  be  equalled  by  our  people.  In- 
dians Die  only  match  for  Indinnii ;  and  wtthout  these,  we  shall  ever  tight  upoD 
unequal  icimi.  I  hope  the  Assembly  since  iliey  see  lh«  difficolty  of  geltint 
men  by  enlislinent,  will  no  longer  depend  upon  thai  uncertain  way  of  taiting 
them,  bat  m,ike  each  a(  the  lower  Counties  furnish  its  toll  prupxjrtion."  Tte 
recruiting  ofliccrs  had  been  out  all  winter,  and  had  secured  only  600  men. 

^  In  the  Mnrch  session  the  Assembly  had  voted  lo  erect  A  chain  of  lortft.  "to 
begin  nt  Harry  Enochs,  on  Great -Cnpc-Capon.  in  Ihe  county  of  HampshiK. 
and  to  extend  In  the  Snuth.Foik  of  Mayo.RivGr.  in  Ihe  county  of  Halifax,  (o 
consist  of  such  B  number,  and  at  such  distance  from  each  Other,  at  ihall  be 
thought  necessary  and  directed  by  the  governor,  ot  commandei  in  chief  of  (hii 
colony." — Ilening's  Slaiuttt,  vil.,  ig. 
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I  doubt  not  but  your  Honor  has  had  a  particular 
account  of  Major  Lewis's  unsuccessful  attempt  to  get 
to  the  Shawanese  Town.  It  was  an  expedition,  from 
which,  on  account  of  the  length  of  the  march  down,  I 
always  had  little  expectation  of,  and  often  expressed 
my  uneasy  apprehensions  on  that  head.  But  since 
they  are  returned,  with  the  Indians  that  accompanied 
them,  I  think  it  would  be  a  very  happy  step  to  pre- 
vail upon  the  latter  to  proceed  as  far  as  Fort  Cumber- 
land. It  is  in  their  power  to  be  of  infinite  use  to  us; 
and  without  Indians,  we  shall  never  be  able  to  cope 
with  those  cruel  foes  to  our  country.' 

I  would  therefore  beg  leave  to  recommend  in  a 
very  earnest  manner,  that  your  Honor  would  send  an 
express  to  them  immediately  for  this  desirable  end. 
t  should  have  done  it  myself,  but  was  uncertain 
whether  it  might  prove  agreeable  or  not.  I  also 
hope  your  Honour  will  order  Major  Lewis  to  secure 
his  giiides,  as  I  understand  he  attributes  all  his  mis- 
fortunes to  their  misconduct  Such  offences  as  those 
should  meet  with  adequate  punishment,  else  we  may 
ever  be  misled  by  designing  villains.  I  am  your 
Honor's,  &c 

Since  writing  the  above,  Mr.  Pearis,  who  com- 
manded a  party  as  per  enclosed  list,  is  returned,  who 
relates,  tliat,  upon  the  North  River,  he  fell  in  with  a 

'  Majof  L«wli'i  party  niflefed  B'*"'y  *"  '*■'•  t»!>e'l't"<>n.  The  riyeri  were 
*o  ■ncfa  iwollcn  bjr  the  rains  and  mcliing  snow.  Ihat  lh«y  were  unable  to  reach 
the  ShavBbcsc  TowD  :  *nd  afler  heinji  six  weeks  in  the  woods,  having  loiC  *cv. 
eral  canoe*  with  jirovlticin)  anil  ammiinSiinn,  they  were  reitueed  nearly  tu  a 
■tate  o(  ilarvalian,  and  obliged  lo  kill  their  horses  lot  food.  A  foil  account  of 
this  cxixJiliiMi  is  givea  bf  L.  C.  Draper  in  yirginia  NiitorUal  Xtgiitrr,  1651 ; 
al«o  m  WaddaU,  Aiumlt  of  Atigtula  Cmnly,  81. 
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small  body  of  Indians  which  he  engaged,  and,  after  a 
dispute  of  half  an  hour,  put  them  to  iiight.  Monsieur 
Douville.  commander  of  the  party,  was  killed  and 
scalped,  and  his  instructions  found  about  him,  which 
I  enclose.  We  had  one  man  killed,  and  two  wounded. 
Mr.  Pearis  sends  the  scalp  by  Jenkins;  and  I  hope, 
although  it  is  not  an  Indian's,  they  will  meet  with  an 
adequate  reward  at  least,  as  the  monsieur's  is  of  much 
more  consequence.  The  whole  party  jointly  claim 
the  reward,  no  person  pretending  solely  to  assume 
the  merit." 

Your  Honor  may  in  some  measure  penetrate  Into 
the  daring  designs  of  the  French  by  their  instructions, 
where  orders  are  given  to  burn,  if  possible,  our  maga- 
zine at  Conococheague,  a  place  that  is  in  the  midst  of 
a  thickly  settled  country. 

I  have  ordered  the  party  there  to  be  made  as 
strong  as  time  and  our  present  circumstances  will 
afford,  for  fear  they  should  attempt  to  execute  the 
orders  of  Dumas.'    I  have  also  ordered  up  an  officer 

'  In  Au£U«l>  1755.  ll"*  Assembly  offeted  a  reward  of  ;£to  tor  every  scalp  o(  ■ 
mile  Indian  above  Ihe  age  of  Iwelve  years. —  Henlng's  Slaliln.  vi.,  551,  }A{. 
[n  April.  17J7.  the  reward  wm  increased  lo  ^IJ,  and  a  Euttlin  sum  t4  Cjfi  (or 
each  scalp  iskcn  within  the  next  iwo  years,  vii.,  laa,  133.  The  incraaM 
was  prnbably  due  10  ihe  higher  reward  of  ^jo  lor  each  scalp  offered  bjr  Mary. 
land. — Act!  e/  Morylanit  Assembly.  Stpttmbrr,  t7s6. 

'  Damas  had  succeeded  Conlrecceur  in  Ihe  cominanii  of  Foci  Duqnesne. 
The  following  is  a  iranslaiiun  of  the  orders  found  on  DouvilU.  which,  at  lead, 
give  a  favorable  indication  of  the  coin mand ant's  humanit)'. 

"  Fom  DugukUhii.  aj  Muck.  t^fO. 

"  The  Sieur  Douville.  at  Ihe  heat!  of  a  detachment  of  fi fly  savages,  in  ordered 
to  go  and  observe  the  motioni  of  the  enemy  in  the  neighbourhood  of  Pert 
Cumberland,  lie  will  endeavour  lo  harass  ihcir  convoyi,  and  bura  tbeir 
magniincs  at  Conococheigur.  should  this  be  practicable.  He  must  uie  cvety 
effort  to  lalie  prisoners,  who  may  confirm  what  we  already  know  of  the  enciay't 
designs.     The  Sieur  Douville  will  employ  all  his  lalenu,  and  ftll  his  credit,  lo 
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and  twenty  recruits  to  assist  Joseph  Edwards,  and 
the  people  on  those  waters."  The  people  of  this 
town  are  under  dreadful  apprehensions  of  an  attack, 
and  all  the  roads  between  this  and  Fort  Cumberland 
are  much  infested.  As  I  apprehend  you  will  be 
obliged  to  draft  men,  I  hope  care  will  be  taken  that 
none  shall  be  chosen  but  active,  resolute  men, — men, 
who  are  practised  to  arms,  and  are  marksmen. 

I  also  hope  that  a  good  many  more  wilt  be  taken 
than  what  are  requisite  to  complete  our  numbers  to 
what  the  Assembly  design  to  establish  ;  as  many  of 
those  we  have  got  are  really  in  a  manner  unfit  for 
duty ;  and  were  received  more  through  necessity 
than  choice ;  and  will  very  badly  bear  a  re-examina- 
tion. Another  thing  I  would  beg  leave  to  recom- 
mend ;  and  that  is,  that  such  men  as  are  drafted, 
should  be  only  taken  for  a  time,'  by  which  means  we 
shall  get  better  men,  and  which  will  in  all  probability 
stay  with  us. 


TO  GOVERNOR   MORRIS. 

WiNcitEsTKM,  9  April,  i7$b. 

Dear  Sir  : 

1  had  scarce  reached  Williamsburg,  before  an  ex- 
press was  after  me  with  news  of  the  French  and 

pwwt  the  Mnge*  (ram  committing  any  cruellies  upon  thote,  who  nuir  fall 
hiKi  iMt  liMBdt.  Honot  and  hutnxnliy  oughi,  in  this  rcsjicut,  to  aerre  as  cue 
[uidc,  Dumas." 

Tlui  b  doaMos  the  ume  oflicrr,  who  commDnded  the  French  and  Indians  at 
BmUock'*  defeat,  afler  the  dcntli  iif  M.  de  llraujcu. 

'  GiQBl  Cacapcbon.     Fort  Edwanls  lay  between  Wincheilet  and  Romney. 

'  "  Ithtnlc  il  not  uniu.  thai  they  thould  aerve  only  eighteen  or  twenty  nionlht, 
■od  Ihoi  be  diKkarced.  Twenty  nimilhii  will  embrace  (wu  full  campaigns, 
which  will,  I  apprehend,  bring  malten  to  a  ctiaji  one  way  or  another." —  7'<t 
lit  SfftkfT. 
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Indians  advancing  within  our  settlements,  and  doing 
incredible  mischief  to  the  inhabitants,  which  oblig'd 
me  to  postpone  my  business  there,  and  hurry  to  their  i_ 
assistance  with  all  expedition  :  when  I  came  to  this^| 
place  I  found  everything  in  deep  confusion,  and  the 
poor  distressed  inhabitants  under  a  general  constema-^B 
tion.       I  therefore  collected  such  force  as  I  coud  im* '^ 
mediately  raise,  and  sent  them  in  such  parties,  and 
to  such  places  as  t'was  judged  most  likely  to  meet 
with  the  Enemy  ;  one  of  which,  under  the  command 
of  Mr.  Pearis.  luckily  fell  in  with  a  small  body  of  them 
as  they  were  surrounding  a  small  fort  on  the  No. 
River  of  Cacapehon,  whom  they  engaged,  and  (after     i 
half   an    hour's  close  firing)  put  to   flight  with   the 
loss  of  their  commander,  Mons.  Douville  (killed),  and 
three  or  four  more  mortally  wounded.     The  accident 
that  has  determined  the  fate  of  Monsieur  has,  I  be- 
lieve, dispersd  his  party,  for  I  don't  hear  of  any  mJsjW 
chief  done  in   this  colony   since,  tho'  we   are   not 
without  numbers  who  are  making  hourly  discoverys. 

I  have  sent  you  a  copy  of  the  Instructions  that 
were  found  about  this  officer,  that  you  may  see  how 
bold  and  enterprising  the  enemy  have  grown,  how 
unconfind  are  the  ambitious  designs  of  the  French^H 
and  how  much  it  will  be  in  their  power  (if  the  colonys 

continue  in  their  fatal  lethargy)  to  give  a  final  stab 

to  liberty  and  property.  ^^k 

Nothing  I  more  sincerely  wish  than  a  union  to  the 
colonys  in  this  time  of  eminent  danger,  and  that  you 
may  find  your  Assembly  in  a  temper  of  mind  to  act 
consistently  with  their  preservation.    What  Maryland 
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has  or  wilt  do,  I  know  not,  but  this  I  am  certain  of, 
that  Virginia  will  do  everything  that  can  be  expected 
to  promote  the  publick  good. 

I  went  to  Williams  burgh  fully  resolved  to  resign  my 
commission,  but  was  diswaded  from  it  at  least  for  a 
time'  If  the  hurry  of  business,  in  which  I  know  your 
Honor  is  genly.  engaged,  will  admit  of  an  oppor- 
tunity to  murder  a  little  time  In  writing  to  me,  I 
shoud  receive  the  favour  as  a  mark  of  that  esteem 
which  I  coud  wish  to  merit,  by  shewing  at  all  times, 
when  its  in  my  power,  how  much  I  am,  Sir.  &c. 

P.  S.  A  Letter  this  instant  arriving  from 
Williamsburg  informs  that  our  Assembly  have 
voted  ;£jo,ooo  more,  and  that  their  forces  shd.  be 
increasd  to  2000  men.  A  laudable  example  this, 
and  I  hope  not  singular  one. 


TO  JOHN    ROBINSON. 

WlKCHKSTER.  i6  April,  IJsC 

Dear  Sir: 

When  I  wrote  you  last,  I  was  in  high  hopes  of  be- 
ing by  this  time  at  the  head  of  a  large  party  scouring 
the  Allegany  Hills.  But  the  timidity  of  the  inhabi- 
tants of  this  county  is  to  be  equalled  by  nothing  but 

'  "  The  cncloMd  IctUt  I  un  Retired  to  forwanl  It>  four  Exceltcncy  from  Colo. 
WMhbictOM,  uid  10  requwi  you  lo  comaiistiunstc  Mid  appoint  him  kvcoml  in 
wiMi>4i  ia  caw  thne  cotonics  sboll  taU«  >  sufficient  number  of  iroopi  for 
caMylBf  am  am  eipedilion  or  marine  a  ilivettion  to  the  n-cMu-nnj  thU  lummeT. 
A>  Mr,  WMUi>(lan  U  tnudi  ritMmoil  in  Virpni*.  snil  rralljr  ^cmu«  gentleman 
ti  ateni,  I  ibooht  be  nMcdingly  ulad  to  Icam  that  your  Excellency  is  not 
svcne  lo  favottng  hit  application  and  cei)ue<.i,"  Gwr,  Skar^U  Gavr.  Skirtfj. 
Apnl  10,  IJSk— /'nrjao.  ArrMptt.  li.,  630. 
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their  perverseness.  Yesterday  was  the  time  appoint- 
ed for  all  to  meet  who  were  inclined  to  join  for  this 
desirable  end,  and  only  fifteen  came,  some  of  whom 
refused  to  go  but  upon  such  terms  as  must  have  rcn- 
dered  their  services  burthensome  to  the  country. 
Therefore.  I  am  again  reduced  to  the  necessity  of 
waiting  the  arrival  of  a  party  from  Fort  Cumberland 
before  I  can  leave  this  place."  There  has  been  no  mis- 
chief done  since  I  wrote  you  last,'  which  I  attribute  in 
some  measure,  to  the  frequent  parties  I  have  ordered 
out  in  pursuit  of  the  enemy.  Yesterday  I  received 
an  account  which  made  me  suspect  that  the  Indians 
rendezvoused  upon  the  back  of  the  Warm  Spring 
Mountain.  1  have,  therefore,  sent  orders  to  an  offi- 
cer' who  is  out  with  a  party  of  one  hundred  men,  to 
proceed  thither  with  the  best  guides  he  can  procure, 
and  search  that  mountain  well ;  which,  if  the  intelli- 
gence be  true,  I  hope  he  will  render  a  good  account 
of  them.  Wk 

Nothing,  Sir,  equals  the  pleasure  I  felt  at  hearing^ 
of  the  generous  supplies  the  Assembly  have  voted. 
But  to  find  that  the  men  and  money  which  they  have  ^ 
given  are  properly  disposed  of,  and  that  the  men  are'fl 
formed  for  the  service  of  the  countrj',  and  not  to  " 
make  commissions  to  serve  individuals.  1  have  sent 


'  "  The  roads  being  w  intulcd.  ihal  none  bul  buoters  who  Uavd  Ihc  wooda 
by  nigbl,  cnn  pass  in  siteljf." —  7i>  Dinwiddii. 

■  "  The  CKpiess,  whom  I  iient  la  Colonel  Sle|ihen.  botwiclutandlng  h«  wui 
eicellcnt  woodsmtn,  snil  ■  very  aclive  fellow,  was  lircil  upon  live  limes  at 
place  called  ihc  FUls.  within  »iii  miles  o(  Fort  Cumberland.     lie  h«d  several 
bullets  through,  and  his  haiae  iliot  under  him,  yet  made  his  escape  (ron  Ihcm. 
—  To  DinwidJit. 

'John  Hercer. 
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the  Governor  a  plan  or  scheme,  of  which  you  have  a 
copy  ;  to  form  the  two  thousand  men  into  one  regi- 
ment, consisting  of  two  battalions  of  ten  companies 
each  ;  with  five  field  officers,  each  having  a  company, 
and  every  company  to  consist  of  one  captain,  two 
lieutenants,  one  ensign,  four  sergeants,  four  corporals, 
two  drummers,  and  eighty-seven  private  men  :  which 
will  save  the  country  the  annual  expense  of  five 
thousand  and  six  pounds,  sixteen  shillings  and  eight 
pence,  as  you  may  see  by  the  enclosed.  And  we  at 
the  same  time  be  better  appointed  and  established 
more  after  the  British  custom  than  we  now  are,  or 
shall  be  if  formed  into  two  regiments,  or  one  regiment 
with  only  fifty  men  in  a  company.'  As  instances  of 
which  I  shall  observe  :  first,  were  we  formed  into  two 
regiments  after  our  present  appointment,  we  must 
have  one  hundred  and  two  commissioned,  and  two 
hundred  [and]  twenty  four  non-commissioned  officers, 
besides  staff  officers.  But  these  indeed  will  be  the 
same  in  two  battalions,  as  in  two  regiments.  Whereas 
in  the  present  scheme,  you  have  only  eighty  commis- 
sioned officers,  and  two  hundred  non-commissioned. 
The  pay  therefore  of  them,  together  with  the  staff- 
officers  and  private  men,  all  amounts  only  to_;^34, 145. 
la  per  annum.  Whereas  the  same  number  of  men  in 
two  regiments,  or  in  fifties,  according  to  our  present 
establishment,  will  be  ^39,152.  6.  8.  The  difference 
therefore  is,   as  I  before  obser\-ed.  ^5,006.   16.  8., 


■  **  Afld  I  hnntUjr  conceire,  wheie  we  can  pattern  after  our  Mother  oonslrj 
■pgn  ai  ruy  lermi  at  punuing  plini  eX  our  <iwn.  thai  we  thould  at  l«a«t  pay 
that  defcROM  to  her  juiIe''*'*'  ■"<'  experieaco." — Ti  Dinvtddit. 
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which  would  go  a  great  length  either  in  clothing,  o 
defraying  incident  charges  of  the  regiment,  Anothe 
difference  is  that  of  giving  the  field  officers  com- 
panies, which  is  practised  in  all  parts  of  the  world  but 
this,  and  here  discontinued  evidently  to  the  disadvan- 
tage of  the  country,  as  the  field  officers  who  have  no 
companies  are  allowed  in  the  same  proportion  as  if 
they  had,  and  three  captains  are  paid  to  do  this  dut)'. 

This  calculation  is  made  for  the  two  thousand 
men,  to  include  officers  ;  but  if  that  is  not  the  inten- 
tion of  the  Assembly,  tlie  scheme  still  holds  good,  or 
better  in  proportion,  and  differs  in  this  respect  only  : 
that  each  company  is  to  contain  one  hundred  men  in* 
stead  of  eighty-seven,  and  to  have  the  addition  of  a 
sergeant  or  two  to  each. 

1  have  made  bold,  Sir,  to  offer  my  opinion  freely ; 
and  if  it  meets  with   the  approbation  of  your  House, 
I  should  be  glad  if  you  would  help  it  into  execution. 
Otherwise,  as  I  am  sensible,  the  Governor  may  be^ 
strongly  importuned  for  commissions,  he  may  good-^ 
naturedly  grant  them,  without  considering  how  mani 
fest  an  injurj'  it  will  be  to  the  country  and  service  in 
general 

As  I  am  convinced,  that  no  other  method  can  be 
used  to  raise  two  thousand  men,  but  by  drafting,  1 
hope  to  be  excused,  when  I  again  repeat,  how  great 
care  should  be  observed  in  choosing  active  marks- 
men. The  manifest  inferiority  of  inactive  persons, 
unused  to  arms,  in  this  kind  of  service,  although 
equal  in  numbers,  to  lively  persons  who  have  prac- 
tised hunting,  is  inconceivable.     The  chance  against 
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them  is  more  than  two  to  one.  Another  thing  I  hope 
will  merit  the  consideration  of  the  Assembly,  and 
that  is,  that  they  will  put  all  such  men  as  are  raised 
for  the  expedition  in  actual  pay,  and  under  the  same 
discipline  that  oursare  at  present  ;othenvise,  lam  very 
well  convinced  their  good  intentions  will  prove  abor- 
tive, and  all  the  drafts  quit  the  sen'ice  as  soon,  or  be- 
fore, they  are  brought  into  it 

I  do  not  conceive  it  to  be  a  hardship  to  put  even 
drafts  under  martial  law,  if  they  are  only  taken  for  a 
certain  time,  which  I  could  wish  to  be  the  case,  as  1 
thereby  hope  for  better  men."     I  am  &c 


TO  GOVERNOR  DINWIDDIE. 

WiHCRBSTBx,  iB  April,  17561. 

HoNBLE.  Sir, 

It  gave  me  infinite  concern  to  find  in  yours'  by 
Governor  Innes,  that  any  representations  should  in- 
flame the  Assembly  against  the  Virginia  regiment,  or 
give  cause  to  suspect  the  morality  and  good  behav- 
iour of  the  officers.  How  far  any  of  the  individuals 
may  have  deserved  such  invidious  reflections,  I  will 
not  take  upon  me  to  determine,  but  this  1  am  certain 

*  "  I  have  a  bfolkcr  that  hu  longdiicavcted  an  mcltnalJon  to  enler  [lie  imT- 
ke,  but  luu  tin  Ihit  been  diiauaclcil  (lom  ii  lijr  my  niotlier.  who  dow,  I  be- 
Have,  will  fir*  conii«ni.  [  musl,  Ihetofaie.  beg  thut  if  your  Ilonac  thould 
JMMany  n««r  commiBiom  before  I  come  down,  thai  you  nlll  think  nf  him  and 
mcrve  a  LlculcRxncy.  I  IlaLler  niytcK  ihnl  he  will  gndenroi  loilrscrvg  it  u 
well  ai  nnx  tlial  hsrv.  acid  cilhan  (hat  may  get  [them]." — To  DiHwiJdu. 

*Ou)*idilieliail  iepoit«dtli«t  "the Aiiembly  were i^ieatlylnllamed,  being  told 
1^1  the  |;i«atett  iDimoralities  and  drunkcRiiest  h.ivc  been  much  counlcnanced 
aad  proper  diiciplina  ncglccttd." 
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of,  and  can  call  my  conscience,  and  what,  I  suppose, 
will  still  be  a  more  demonstrable  proof  in  the  eyes  of  | 
the  world,  my  orders,  to  witness  how  much  I  have, 
both  by  threats  and  persuasive  means,  endeavoured 
to  discountenance  gaming,  drinking,  swearing,  and' 
irregularities  of  every  other  kind  ;  while  I  have,  on ' 
the  other  hand,  practised  every  artifice  to  inspire  ai 
laudable  emulation  in  the  officers  for  the  service  of  j 
their  country,  and  to  encourage  the  soldiers  in  the' 
unerring  exercise  of  their  duty.  How  far  I  have 
failed  in  this  desirable  end,  I  cannot  pretend  to  say. 
But  it  is  nevertheless  a  point,  which  does  in  my  | 
opinion  merit  some  scrutiny,  before  it  meets  with  a 
final  condemnation.  Yet  I  will  not  undertake  to  ' 
vouch  for  the  conduct  of  many  of  the  officers,  as  I  know  ^d 
there  are  some,  who  have  the  seeds  of  idleness  very  ^ 
strongly  ingrafted  in  their  natures ;  and  I  also  know, 
that  the  unhappy  difference  about  the  command, 
which  has  kept  me  from  Fort  Cumberland,  has  con- 
sequently prevented  me  from  enforcing  the  orders, 
which  I  never  failed  to  send. 

However,  if  I  continue  in  the  .service,  I  shall  take 
care  to  act  with  a  little  more  rigor,  than  has  hitherto 
been  practised,  since  I  find  it  so  necessary. 

I  wrote  your  Honor  in  my  last  how  unsuccessfully 
we  attempted  to  raise  the  militia,  and  that  I  was  re- 
duced to  the  necessity  of  waiting  here  the  arrival  of 
an  escort  from  Fort  Cumberland. 

Should  this  escort  arrive  before  Mr,  Kirkpatrick 
does  from  Williamsburgh  (whom  I  hourly  expect),  I 
must  yet  wait  a  little  longer,  he  being  left  with  all  my 
accounts  and  papers  to  lay  before  the  committee, 
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and  were  I  to  go  up  without  him,  it  would  put  it  out 
of  my  power  to  settle  with  the  recruiting  officers 
above,  in  order  that  I  might  make  a  final  settlement 
with  the  committee  below.  The  garrison  at  Fort 
Cumberland  is  barely  manned.  The  rest  are  out  on 
parties;  yet  the  Indians  continue  to  hunt  the  roads, 
and  pick  up  straggling  persons.  This  your  Honor 
may  see  by  the  enclosed  from  Captain  John  Mercer, 
who,  being  out  with  a  scouting  party  of  one  hundred 
men,  I  have  ordered  to  search  the  Warm-Spring 
Mountain,  where,  it  is  lately  reported,  that  the  In- 
dians rendezvous.  The  commission  your  Honor 
has  sent  for  holding  courts-martial  is  yet  insufficient, 
as  it  is  copied,  (I  suppose,  too  literally)  after  Gover- 
nor Innes's,  who  had  no  power  to  hold  a  genera! 
court-martial,  or  to  try  commissioned  officers,  having 
none  either  to  hold  a  court,  or  in  short  any  to  try. 
But  this  may  be  postponed  until  I  come  down,  which 
will  be  in  a  short  time  after  I  arrive  at  Fort  Cumber- 
land.    I  am  your  Honor's,  &c 


W 


TO  GOVERNOR 


DINWIDDJE. 

Winchester,  t^  April,  l^%t^. 


HoNBLE.  Sir, 

Since  writing  my  letter  of  yesterday's  date,  the  en- 
closed came  to  hand,  by  which  your  Honor  will  be 
informed  of  a  very  unlucky  affair." 

I  immediately  consulted  Governor  Innes,  and  such 
officers  of  my  regiment  as  were  at  this  place,  on  the 
necessary  steps  to  be  taken.     They  unanimously  ad- 

■  A  tkirmiih  B-ilh  th«  Indians  >l  Edwanli**  Fort,  in  which  Capuin  John 
Hsrecf  ud  leicr*!  of  hU  p&ny  were  killed. 
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vised,  that  1  should  remain  here  with  the  fifty  recruits 
that  are  in  town,  for  tin;  defence  of  the  place,  until 
the  militia  be  raised,  that  we  may  thereby  be  enabled 
to  compose  a  formidable  body,  and  march  out  against 
the  enemy.  This  engagement  happened  within 
twenty  miles  of  Winchester,  and  the  sergeant,  who 
brought  the  letter,  assures  me  that  they  have  reason 
to  imagine,  that  their  numbers  are  greater  than  the 
letter  informs."  He  says  that  there  were  many 
French  amongst  them,  and  that  the  cliief  part  of  the 
whole  were  mounted  on  horseback  ;  so  that  there  Is 
a  great  probability  that  they  may  have  a  design  upon 
this  place. 

I  have  sent  an  express  to  Lord  Fairfax,  with  a 
copy  of  Stark's  letter,  and  have  desired,  in  the  most 
earnest  manner,  that  he  will  be  expeditious  in  calling 
the  militia ;  but,  alas !  that  is  an  unhappy  depend- 
ence ;  yet  the  only  one  we  have  at  present  I  am 
your  Honor's,  &c. 


TO   GOVERNOR   DINWIDIilE. 

WiNCKESTKR.  31  April,  iys6, 

HoNBLE.  Sir, 

This  encloses  several  letters,  and  the  minutes  of  a 
council  of  war,*  which  was  held  upon  the  receipt  of 

' "  Unless  I  can  throw  same  nmmunilion  into  Ertwirds's  Fon  to  nighl.  ihe 
remunder  at  our  purljr,  nixl  ihe  inhabitants  (hat  are  iliore.  will  marc  Ihui  pn>N 
■bl]r  fall  a  ucrilice  to  the  Indiana,  u  ihc  beater,  who  cime  o(T  with  the  en- 
closed, assures  me  that  Ihc  fori  was  surrounded,  and  ihal  an  asiattit  was  cxpccltd 
(O  clay." — To  Lord  Fair  fax ,  lOtli  April, 

*The  (juMtion  before  the  council  vta  whether  to  march  against  the  enemy 
with  the  small  force  at  Winchester  and  Kort  Edwards,  or  to  remain  at  Win> 
chetler.     The  unanimous  opinion  was  in  favor  of  rtmatning. 
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them.  Your  Honor  may  see  to  what  unhappy  straits 
the  distressed  inhabitants  as  well  as  I.  am  reduced. 
I  am  too  little  acquainted,  Sir,  with  pathetic  Ian* 
guage,  to  attempt  a  description  of  the  people's  dis- 
tresses, though  I  have  a  generous  soul,  sensible  of 
wrongs,  and  swelling  for  redress.  But  what  can  I 
do  ?  If  bleeding,  dying !  would  glut  their  insatiate 
revenge,  I  would  be  a  willing  offering  to  savage  fury, 
and  die  by  inches  to  save  a  people  !  I  see  their  situa- 
tion, know  their  danger,  and  participate  their  suffer- 
ings, without  having  it  in  my  power  to  give  them 
further  relief,  than  uncertain  promises.  In  short,  I 
see  inevitable  destruction  in  so  clear  a  light,  that, 
unless  vigorous  measures  are  taken  by  the  Assembly, 
and  speedy  assistance  sent  from  below,  the  poor  in- 
habitants that  are  now  in  forts,  must  unavoidably 
fail,  while  the  remainder  of  the  country  are  flying 
before  the  barbarous  foe.  In  fine,  the  melancholy 
situation  of  the  people,  the  little  prospect  of  assist- 
ance, the  gross  and  scandalous  abuses  cast  upon  the 
officers  in  general,  which  is  reflecting  upon  me  in 
particular,  for  suffering  misconducts  of  such  extraor- 
dinary kinds,  and  the  distant  prospects,  if  any,  that  1 
can  see,  of  gaining  honor  and  reputation  in  the  ser\'- 
ice,  are  motives  which  cause  me  to  lament  the  hour, 
that  gave  me  a  commission,  and  would  induce  me,  at 
any  other  time  than  this  of  imminent  danger,  to  re- 
sign without  one  hesitating  moment,  a  command, 
which  I  never  expect  to  reap  either  honor  or  benefit 
from ;  but.  on  the  contrarj-,  have  almost  an  absolute 
certainty  of  incurring  displeasure  below,  while  the 
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murder  of  poor  innocent  babes  and  helpless  families 
may  be  laid  to  my  account  here ! 

The  supplicating  tears  of  the  women,  and  moving  p< 
titions  from  the  men,  melt  mc  into  such  deadly  sorrow, 
that  I  solemnly  declare,  if  I  know  my  own  mind,  1  could 
offer  myself  a  willing  sacrifice  to  the  butchering  enemy, 
provided  that  would  contribute  to  the  people's  ease.      , 

Lord  Fairfax  has  ordered  men  from  the  adjacent     ' 
counties,  but  when  they  will  come,  or  in  what  nutn* 
bers,  I  cannot  pretend  to  determine.    If  1  may  judge 
from  the  success  we  have  met  with  here,  I  have  but 
little  hopes,  as  three  days'  incessant  endeavours  havo^ 
produced  but  tft-enty  men.  V 

I  have  too  often  urged  my  opinion  for  vigorous 
measures,  therefore  I  shall  only  add,  that,  besides 
the  accounts  you  will  receive  in  the  letters,  we  are 
told  from  all  parts,  that  the  woods  appear  to  be  alive  ' 
with  Indians,  who  feast  upon  the  fat  of  the  land.  As 
we  have  not  more  than  a  barrel  or  two  of  powder  at 
this  place,  the  rest  being  at  Fort  Cumberland,  I  could 
wish  your  Honor  would  send  some  up.  I  have  wrote 
to  Alexandria  and  Fredericksburg,  desiring  that  two 
barrels  may  be  sent  from  each  place,  but  whether  there 
is  any  at  either,  I  know  not.  I  have  sent  orders  to 
Captain  Harrison  to  be  diligent  on  the  waters  where 
he  is  posted,  and  to  use  his  utmost  endeavours  to  pro- 
tect the  people  ;  and,  if  possible,  to  surprise  the 
enemy  at  their  sleeping-places.  Ashby's  letter  is  a 
very  extraordinary  one.'     The  design  of  the  Indians 

'  Aihby  wioic  thai  four  hunilrcd  IiidUni  hud  demanded  the  surtcndet  of  hit 
(on,  t,5co  hid  'gtm  to  Foit  Ciimbcrlftnil  and  3,000  Ut  the  JuhIaIa. 
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was  only,  in  my  opinion,  to  intimidate  him  into  a 
surrender.  For  which  reason  I  have  wrote  him 
word,  that  if  they  do  attack  him,  he  must  defend  that 
place  to  the  last  extremity,  and  when  he  is  bereft  of 
hope,  then  to  lay  a  train  to  blow  up  the  fort,  and  re- 
tire by  night  to  Fort  Cumberland.  A  small  fort, 
which  we  have  at  the  mouth  of  Patterson's  Creek, 
containing  an  ofificer  and  thirty  men  guarding  stores, 
was  attacked  smartly  by  the  French  and  Indians; 
they  were  as  warmly  received,  upon  which  they  re- 
tired. Our  men  at  present  are  dispersed  into  such 
small  bodies,  guarding  the  people  and  public  stores, 
that  we  are  not  able  to  make,  or  even  form  a  body. 
1  am  your  Honor's,  &c.' 

*  The  Gowenwr,  od  recelvinf;  ihit  letter,  inunaiiitely  ordeTed  out  one  half  of 
itic  militi*  IB  Icn  of  Ihi  upper  oounliei.  CuloncI  Fa.iir».  one  ol  Ihc  Council, 
■TOM  >t  the  »MBp  time  lo  Colonel  Washingion  ; 

"The  House  oi  llaTffeiait^  arc  pleiued  wiih  (he  Gavemoi's  orders.  *nd  Ae- 
pcad  «n  youi  vigilance  and  •UCCU9.  Your  en^eivnun  in  ihe  leiiice  rriI  de- 
lence  of  jrow  country  miurt  redonad  to  jrour  honor  .  ihncfore  do  not  iet  anjr 
iDurTOndkbk  hitcmiplioni  xlcken  your  mind  in  the  ailcnipti  you  miy  punue. 
yosr  good  hnlth  and  (oitune  iii  the  toul  at  every  (Able.  Among  the  Romant, 
radt  •  general  accbmalion  and  public  regard,  shown  lo  any  of  Iheir  chieftain), 
were  ftlvajra  cftccmed  a  high  honor,  and  gratefully  accepted." 

Laadoa  Can«r  alto  wrote  an  follows. — "  Virginia  hu  been  neglected  by  th* 
modiet  c«Bnt(7.  Had  there  been  a  mote  active  king  on  the  throne  of  France, 
lb*  wonld  have  made  a  conqueil  of  it  long  ago.  If  vie  Islk  of  obliging  roen  lo 
lerve  ibeil  conolry.  we  are  luie  lo  heat  a  fellow  mumble  over  the  wordi 
'libeity'  and  'properly'  a  ihouund  tiiUcs.  I  ihink  as  you  do.  t  have 
•adcavoarcd,  though  not  in  the  lield.  yet  in  the  «enaie.  at  much  aa  potuble 
to  ooavioce  (he  oounlry  of  danger,  and  the  knows  it :  but  such  it  her 
puaMony,  tluu  >he  ii  willing  to  wait  for  the  rains  to  wet  the  powder,  and  nu 
lo  cat  (be  bo«.«iinp  of  the  cncuiy,  raiher  ihaii  attempt  lo  drive  them  from 
Imt  (tMitieTt." 
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TO  GOVERNOR  DINWIDDIE. 


WlMCKESTSK,  34  April,  ITS^. 

HoNBLE.  Sir, 

Not  an  hour,  nay  scarcely  a  minute,  passes,  that 
does  not  produce  fresh  alarms  and  melancholy 
accounts.  So  that  I  am  distracted  what  to  do!  Nor 
is  it  possible  for  me  to  jjive  the  people  the  necessary 
assistance  for  their  defence,  upon  account  of  the  small 
number  of  men  we  have,  or  is  likely  to  be  here  for 
some  time.  The  inhabitants  are  removing  daily,  and 
in  a  short  time  will  leave  this  county  as  desolate  as 
Hampshire,  where  scarce  a  family  lives  ! 

Three  families  were  murdered  the  night  before 
last,  at  the  distance  of  less  than  twelve  miles  from 
this  place  ;  and  every  day  we  have  accounts  of  such 
cruelties  and  barbarities,  as  are  shocking  to  human 
nature.  Nor  is  it  possible  to  conceive  the  situation 
and  danger  of  this  miserable  country.  Such  numbers 
of  French  and  Indians  are  all  around,  no  road  is  safe 
to  travel ;  and  here  we  know  not  the  hour  how  soon 
we  may  be  attacked. 

But  as  it  is  not  in  my  power  to  give  your  Honor 
a  full  account  of  every  thing,  I  have  sent  Captain 
Peachey  to  wait  upon  you,  who  can  be  more  ample 
and  satisfactory  in  every  point,  that  requires  your 
Honor's  notice.  1  have  written  for  the  militia  of 
Fairfax,  Prince  William,  and  Culpeper,  and  expect 
them  here  in  a  very  few  days.  But  how  they  are  to 
be  supplied  with  ammunition  and  provision,  1  am 
quite  at  a  loss.  The  distance  of  Fort  Cumberland 
from  us,  where  these  supplies  are,  renders  them  use- 
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less,  in  a  manner,  and  puts  us  to  the  greatest  straits  ; 
and  the  inhabitants  leaving  their  farms,  will  make  it 
impossible  for  the  militia  to  subsist  without  pro- 
visions, which  are  now  very  scircc,  and  will  be  more 
so.  I  should  therefore  be  glad  your  Honor  would 
send  arms,  ammunition,  and  provisions  up,  and  give 
immediate  orders  for  the  Irish  beef  at  Alexandria, 
which  cannot  be  had  without  your  consent. 

Your  Honor  spoke  of  sending  some  Indians  to 
our  assistance,  in  which  no  time  should  be  lost,  nor 
means  omitted  to  engage  all  the  Catawbas  and 
Cherokees,  that  can  possibly  be  gathered  together 
and  immediately  despatched  hither.  For  without 
Indians  to  oppose  Indians,  we  may  expect  but  small 
success.  And  I  should  think  it  no  bad  scheme,  (white 
the  Indians  remain  here  in  such  numbers.)  to  have 
a  detachment  sent  out  with  some  friendly  Indians 
to  make  an  attempt  upon  their  towns, — though 
this  should  be  executed  with  all  imaginable  se- 
crecy. 

I  hear  the  Assembly  are  for  augmenting  the  forces 
(in  pay)  to  fifteen  hundred,  which  are  far  too  few  to 
defend  the  frontiers  against  so  numerous  an  enemy. 
But  I  have  often  wrote  you  my  sentiments  upon  this 
and  other  subjects,  so  shall  not  now  enlarge.  I  have 
also  written  to  the  Speaker  by  Captain  Peachey, 
who  will,  I  imagine,  communicate  to  your  Honor 
what  demands  your  immediate  regard. 

I  wish  your  Honor  would  resolve  me,  whether  the 
militia  that  are  expected  here  must  be  supplied  out 
of   the  public   stocks  of  provisions  laid  in  for  the 
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soldierSf  or  if  they  are  to  find  themselves.  The  want 
of  due  direction  tn  matters  of  this  nature  causes  great 
inconvenience.  Give  me  leave  to  urge  your  Honor's 
speedy  care  of  sending  men  and  ammunition  to  our 
assistance,  else  the  consequence  may  prove  verj'  fatal 
in  a  little  time. 

I  have  been  just  now  informed,  that  numbers  aboti' 
the  neighbourhood  hold  councils  and  cabals  to  verj' 
dishonorable  purposes,  and  unworthy  the  thoughts  of 
a  British  subject.  Despairing  of  assistance  and  pro- 
tection from  below  (as  tliey  foolishly  conjecture), 
they  talk  of  capitulating  and  coming  upon  terms 
with  the  French  and  Indians,  rather  than  lose  their 
Jives  and  fortunes  through  obstinacy.  My  force,  at 
present,  is  very  weak,  and  unable  to  take  the  neces- 
sary measures,  with  those  suspected  ;  but,  as  soon  as 
the  militia  arrive,  be  assured  I  will  do  my  utmost  to 
■detect  and  secure  such  pests  of  society,  if  my  infor- 
mation is  not  groundless,  which  I  should  be  pleased 
to  find  so. 

I  enclose  your  Honor  a  copy  of  a  council  of  war 
lately  held  here,'  and  copies  of  some  letters  since  my 
last  to  you  ;  one  of  which,  for  Colonel  Martin,  was 
just  sent  to  me  from  Fort  Hopewell,  on  the  South 
Branch.  They  have  had  an  engagement  there,  with 
the  French  and  Indians,  the  particulars  of  which  you 
will  see  by  the  enclosed.  Captain  Waggener,  with  a 
party  of  his  men,  joined  them  next  day,  and  went  in 

'  The  council  of  war  delermineil  lliat  Enoch's  Fort  ihoald  be  kbandoMd  uid 
destroyed,  and  ihai  nil  of  th«  guriion  ibsi  coutd  be  ipand  from  Foit  EdnrMih 
-ihauld  nuuch  to  Winchetlec. 
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pursuit  of  the  enemy,  but  could  not  come  up  with 
them.  The  waters  were  so  high,  that  although 
Captain  Waggener  heard  them  engaged,  he  could  send 
them  no  assistance.  From  these  and  other  circum- 
stances, you  may  form  but  a  faint  idea  of  the  wretched 
and  unhappy  situation  of  this  country,  nor  can  it  be 
concei%'ed. 

My  extreme  hurry,  confusion,  and  anxiety  must 
plead  an  excuse  for  incorrectness,  &c.  I  am  your 
Honor's,  &c 


TO  JOHN    ROBINSON. 

WiNCHUTBK.  M  Apui],  I7s6. 

Dear  Sir, 

Yesterday  I  received  yours  by  Mr.  Kirkpatrick,  and 
am  sorry  to  hear  the  reflections  upon  the  conduct  of 
the  oflficers.  I  could  wish  that  their  names  had  been 
particularized,  that  justice  might  be  done  to  the  in- 
nocent and  guilty  I  for  it  is  extremely  hard,  that  the 
whole  corps  should  suffer  the  most  ungenteel  re- 
proaches for  the  inadvertence  and  misconduct  of  a 
few.' 

'  Hu  atA*a%  Ua  pcetervinc  dlicipline  musi  be  Allowed  to  have  been  niBicient- 
Ijr  ri£td.     The  (oltowlng  it  a  tpccUiien  ■ — 

"  Any  canunti*ion«d  officer,  who  Mands  by  itnd  sees  IrrcGutatllietcommittid, 
ftDd  doe»  not  cndearoBT  to  quell  them,  ilmll  be  imtDcdiMieljr  put  under  acrat. 
Any  non-<«tnst>!uloncd  officer  prcient.  who  docs  not  tbterpote.  thall  be  im- 
ncdiuely  teducnl  and  receive  coiporai  punUhmenl. 

"  Any  soWiti.  who  ihall  preiume  to  quarrel  or  fight.  sh«ll  tecdve  five  hun- 
dred lubei,  without  the  benefit  of  «  court-nuutial.  Th«  offender,  upon  com- 
|dtiM  OMde.  tkaU  bHi*  itricl  juilicc  done  him.  Any  tuldler  found  drunk  th«l] 
nccItv  one  fanndRd  Uihei.  without  brnefil  of  ■  conn -marl  ill." 

To  the  najor  of  hb  rcj^menl  he  wrote  on  «nolher  occuion  ; — "  Vour  own 
(ood  lense  hu  MEdcntly  prompted  ;rou  to  tludy  ih«  imture  of  your  tluty  ;  but 
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The  deplorable  situation  of  this  people  is  no  more 
to  be  described,  than  my  anxiety  and  uneasiness  for 
their  relief.  And  1  see  in  so  clear  a  light  the  inevi- 
table destruction  of  this  county  without  immediate 
assistance,  that  I  cannot  look  forward  but  with  the 
most  poignant  sorrow. 

You  may  expect,  by  the  time  this  comes  to  hand, 
that,  without  a  considerable  reinforcement,  Frederick 
county  will  not  be  mistress  of  fifteen  families.  They 
are  now  retreating  to  the  securest  parts  in  droves  of 
fifties.  In  short,  every  thing  has  too  melancholy  an 
appearance  for  pen  to  communicate.  I  have  there* 
fore  sent  an  officer,  whose  good  sense  and  judicious 
observations  will  be  a  more  effectual  way  of  trans- 
mitting an  account  of  the  people's  distresses. 

I  wish  the  Assembly  had  given  two  thousand  men, 
instead  of  fifteen  hundred,  and  that  I  had  been  ac- 
quainted with  the  dispositions  they  intended  to  make. 
Since  I  am  ignorant  of  this,  I  hope  it  will  not  be 
thought  presuming  when  I  offer  my  sentiments  upon 
the  subject 

We  are,  Sir,  first  to  consider,  that  if  a  chain  of 
forts  is  to  be  erected  upon  our  frontiers,  it  is  done 
with  a  design  to  protect  the  people.  Therefore,  if 
these  forts  are  more  than  fifteen  and  eighteen  miles, 
or  a  day's  march,  asunder,  and  garrisoned  with  less 
than  eighty  or  an  hundred  men  each,  the  intention  is 

■t  the  s>me  time  permit  me.  ax  a  duly  incumbent  on  mifself.  to  iccommend  la 
the  slrongcst  terms  la  you  the  neceuily  of  ciuxlifying  youiseEf  by  rraJingitx  Um 
ilisfiiaigc  of  ihc  duly  ol  major,  a  )iosl  wliich  requires  a  Iborough  knowtetlge  of 
the  service,  and  on  the  due  execution  of  which  your  own  ctedit,  u  wril  tt  that 
of  the  tcgitnenl.  greatly  depends." 
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lost,  and  for  these  reasons,  ist,  if  they  are  at 
greater  distances,  it  is  inconvenient  for  the  soldiers  to 
scout,  and  allows  the  enemy  to  pass  between  without 
being  easily  discovered,  and  when  discovered  so  soon 
pursued.  And  secondly,  if  they  are  garrisoned  with  less 
than  eighty  or  an  hundred  men,  the  number  will  be 
too  few  to  afford  detachments.  Then,  again,  our 
frontiers  are  so  extensive,  that,  were  the  enemy  to 
attack  us  on  the  one  side,  before  the  troops  on  the 
other  could  get  to  their  assistance,  they  might  over- 
run and  destroy  half  the  countrj'.  And  it  is  more 
than  probable,  if  they  had  a  design  upon  the  6rst 
they  would  make  a  feint  upon  the  other.  Then  we 
are  to  consider  what  sums  the  building  of  twenty 
forts  would  cost,  and  the  removing  stores  and  pro- 
visions to  each,  and  in  the  last  place,  we  are  to  con- 
sider where  and  when  this  expense  is  to  end.  For,  if 
we  do  not  endeavour  to  remove  thecause,  we  are  liable 
to  the  same  incursions  seven  years  hence  as  now,  if 
the  war  continues,  and  they  are  allowed  to  remain  on 
Ohio. 

I  shall  next  give  the  reasons,  which  I  think  make 
for  a  defensive  plan.  If  the  neighbouring  colonies  re- 
fuse us  their  assistance,  we  have  neither  strength  or 
abilities  of  ourselves  to  conduct  an  expedition  ;  or,  if 
we  had.  and  were  the  whole  to  join  us,  I  do  not  see  to 
what  purpose,  since  we  have  neither  a  train  of  artil- 
lery, artillery-men,  engineers,  &c,  to  execute  any 
scheme  beyond  the  mountains  against  a  regular  for- 
tress. Again,  we  have  not,  that  I  can  see,  either 
stores  or  provisions,  arms  or  ammunition,  wagons  or 
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horses,  in  any  degree  proportioned  to  the  service ; 
and  to  undertake  an  affair,  where  we  arc  sure  to  fall 
through,  would  be  productive  of  the  worst  conse- 
quences, and  another  defeat  would  entirely  lose  us 
the  interest  of  ever)'  Indian. 

If,  then,  we  cannot  act  offensively  with  a  prospect 
of  success,  we  must  be  upon  the  defensive  ;  and  that 
there  is  no  way  10  protect  the  people,  or  save  our- 
selves, but  by  a  chain  of  forts,  is  evidently  certain. 

I  would  beg  leave,  in  that  case,  to  propose  that 
there  should  be  a  strong  fort  erected  at  this  place,  for 
a  general  receptacle  of  all  the  stores,  &c,  and  a  place 
of  residence  for  the  commanding  officers,  to  be  gar- 
risoned with  one  company  for  the  security  of  the 
stores,  and  to  serve  as  escorts  for  all  wagons,  that  are 
going  higher  up,  because  it  is  the  most  public  and 
most  convenient  for  intelligence  of  any  in  the  coun- 
try, and  the  most  convenient  to  the  part  that  will 
ever  be  attacked  by  numbers,  it  lying  directly  on  the 
road  to  Fort  Duquesne,  from  whence,  and  their  In- 
dian allies,  who  are  still  up  higher,  we  have  the  great- 
est reason  to  apprehend  danger.  It  also  lies  conven- 
ient to  the  inhabitants  for  raising  the  militia  when 
occasion  requires. 

I  have  found  by  experience,  that  being  just  within 
the  inhabitants  is  absolutely  necessarj'  to  give  orders 
for  the  defence  of  the  people ;  and  that  Fort  Cum- 
berland is  of  no  more  use  towards  the  defence  of  the 
country,  than  Fort  George  at  Hampton,  and  knovr 
as  little  what  is  doing.  For  the  people  so  soon  as 
they  are  alarmed,  immediately  fly  inwards,  and  at 
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this  time  there  is  not  an  inhabitant  Hvjng  between 
here  and  Fort  Cumberland,  except  a  few  settlements 
upon  the  Manor  about  a  fort  we  built  there,  and  a 
few  families  at  Edward's,  on  Cacapehon,  with  a 
guard  of  ours,  which  makes  this  very  town  at  present 
the  outmost  frontiers,  and  though  a  place  trifling  in 
itself,  is  yet  of  the  utmost  importance,  as  it  com- 
mands the  communication  from  east  to  west,  as  well 
as  from  north  to  south,  for  at  this  place  do  almost 
all  the  roads  center,  and  secures  the  great  roads  of 
one  half  of  our  frontiers  to  the  markets  of  the  neigh- 
bouring colonies,  as  well  as  to  those  on  Rappahannock 
and  Potomack.  At  Fort  Cumberland  I  would  have 
one  company  garrisoned  to  secure  the  place,  to  pro- 
cure the  earliest  intelligence,  and  to  cover  all  detach- 
ments that  may  be  sent  towards  the  Ohio,  which  is 
alt  the  use  it  can  ever  be  of.  In  the  next  place,  I 
would  propose,  that  a  good  fort  should  be  erected 
between  this  and  Fort  Cumberland,  which  shall  be  in 
a  line  with  the  chain  of  forts  across  the  country,  and 
be  garrisoned  with  two  companies.  This  I  would 
advise,  because,  as  I  before  observed,  if  we  are  ever 
attacked  by  a  large  body,  it  must  be  here,  as  they 
have  no  other  road  to  our  frontiers,  either  to  trans- 
port men  or  necessaries. 

These  three  forts  that  I  have  already  spoken  of 
will  employ  four  companies,  which  will  be  a  tolera- 
ble body,  if  the  companies  are  large,  which  they 
would  be,  according  to  the  plan  I  sent  you.  And 
it  would  be  a  trifling  expense  to  augment  each  com- 
pany to  one  hundred  privates,  which  will  make  two 
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thousand,  exclusive  of  officers,  which  were  inciuded 
in  the  scheme  last  sent. 

After  this  is  done,  I  would  post  the  remaining  com- 
panies equidistant,  or  at  proper  passtrs,  along  our 
frontiers,  agreeable  to  the  enclosed  sketch,  and  ord 
communications  to  be  opened  between  fort  and  fo: 
and  large  detachments  scouting  to  discover  the  trac 
of  the  enemy. 

And  now,  sir,  one  thing  to  add,  which  requires 
the  Assembly's  attention,  and  that  is,  what  vale,  o^fl 
upon  what  part  of  our  frontiers  these  forts  are  to  be 
built  ?  For  I  am  to  tell  you  that  the  Great  Ridge  or 
North  Mountain,  so  called  in  Evans's  map,  to  which  I 
refer,  is  now  become  our  exterior  bound,  there  not 
being  one  inhabitant  beyond  that  on  all  the  Poto- 
mack  waters,  except  a  few  families  on  the  South 
Branch,  and  at  Joseph  Edwards's,  on  Cacapehon, 
(which  I  have  already  mentioned.)  guarded  by  a 
party  of  ours.  So  that  it  requires  some  considera- 
tion to  determine  whether  we  are  to  build  near  this 
to  protect  the  present  inhabitants ;  or  on  the  South 
Branch,  or  Patterson's  Creek,  in  the  hopes  of  drawing 
back  those,  who  have  forsaken  their  dwellings. 

If  we  do  not  build  there',  that  country  will  ever 
want  settlers  :  and  if  we  do,  there  is  so  great  a  blank, 
with  such  a  series  of  mountains  between,  that  it  will 
be  next  to  impossible  to  g^ard  the  people  effectually. 
i  could  again  wish,  that  the  Assembly  had  given  two 
thousand  men,  exclusive  of  officers,  to  be  formed  into 
two  battalions  of  ten  companies  each,  with  four  field 
officers.      Indeed,  fifteen  hundred  men  are  a  greater 
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number  than  ever  was  in  a  regiment  of  only  one  bat- 
talion, and  they  should  be  divided  into  two.  with 
four  field^fficers,  who  should  be  posted  so  as  to  have 
the  immediate  care  of  a  certain  number  of  forts,  with 
orders  to  draw  from  one  to  another,  as  occasion  should 
require.' 

I  could  add  more  on  this  subject,  but  am  so  hur- 
ried, that  I  am  obliged  to  refer  for  further  particulars 
to  the  bearer,  who  wil!  tell  you,  that,  to  carry  on  all 
these  works,  a  number  of  tools,  as  well  as  many  other 
necessaries,  will  be  absolutely  wanting. 

1  have  given  my  opinion  with  candor,  and  submit 


'  Covenant  T>inwiiJilie  hail  fortneil  a  pinjecl  of  a  mucli  more  extensive  chain 
of  funi,  embracing  Ihe  whole  line  of  f  tonli«r  from  Crown  Poinl  to  the  country 
of  tW  Creek  laditni.  Thii  project  he  commnnicBtcd  to  the  Board  of  Tndc 
on  the  SJil  of  Feliruarjr. 

A  peculiar  feature  oE  ihii  plan  wu,  (hat  the  cupcntes  of  creeling  and  Mippoit- 
ihK  thoc  laru  thouM  be  proviiled  for  by  a  land  and  )Hill-lax.  la  be  levied  tyam 
atttf  PmrS»mtMl,  which  ihouid  take  eSecl  equallj-  throughout  all  tht  s«Unitt. 
He  propoacil  a  poIl>tiu  of  one  [hilling  iterling  for  iwo  yeart.  which  he  thought 
«oqUI  be  luflicleat  tor  huililto);  the  forit :  and  a  perpclual  land-iai  nf  (wo  thiU 
tinp  <M  VKTj  hvadred  aci««  of  land,  ai  a  fund  for  keeping  up  ih<  garrinon. 
"  1  kMnr."  be  idiU.  "that  our  people  wilt  he  inflamed.  i[  they  hear  of  my  milk- 
IDI;  AU  propoul.  at  ihey  arc  aiYiKr  [»  ill  taitK  ;  hnl  in  my  duly,  and  \n  obcdl- 
«Bce  to  your  comniandt,  1  cannot  but  think  it  the  moit  eligible,  and  it  will 
renuia  si  long  u  the  land  ;  bul.  if  not  done  by  an  Act  of  the  Bnli&h  Partia- 
Dcnt.  I  nay  venture  to  affirm.  Ihnl  no  govcrnon  on  (his  conlinenl  will  be  aU« 
to  picvail  OD  the  Asicmbliei  to  pou  law*  for  ihii  purpose." 

By  ht(  <«Jcultl)an  there  were  ai  Icati  a  million  of  taxable  poll*  in  the  cola. 
sio.  Hence  Ibia  lax  would  produce  fifty  ihouuind  pounds  a  year.  And  the 
IhuMmc,  eatijaaied  by  the  quiirenli  paid  in  Vir|;tnia.  he  believed  would  yield 
■wwaMy  alxiy  (houtand  poiiniU. 

Tte  population  of  Virginia  he  coniidetcd  at  thii  time  to  be  l9J.47>,  of  whom 
■73-3'^  *etc  whi(e,  and  130.156  hlaclc.  The  mililia  were  computed  at  35,000 
nea  Gt  to  bear  arm*.  The  (Jovemor  wioie  t'l  Mr.  Fo».  one  of  liir  Serrciariea 
of  State  ; — "  We  dare  not  venture  to  pari  with  any  of  our  while  men  any  di*- 
tanor.  as  wc  mi»i  have  a  watchful  ere  over  oui  nej^  alavea,  who  are  upwanlt 
of  on*  bnodrcil  tbouiaad." — Ltlltr  Bt«kt. 
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to  correction  with  the  greatest  pleasure.  Confusion 
and  hurrj-  must  apologize  for  the  incoherence  and  in- 
correctness hereof.  I  am,  dear  Sir,  yours.  &c. 


TO  JOHN    ROBINSON. 

WtNCMBSTXR,  S7  April.  I7S6. 

Deak  Sir  : 

In  my  last  I  omitted  to  obser\'e  one  thing  touching 
the  defence  of  our  frontiers  by  a  chain  of  forts,  and  it 
is  this : 

If  the  province  of  Maryland  makes  no  provision 
for  its  frontiers,  we  shall  have  a  long,  unguarded 
space  quite  open  and  defenceless  from  Wills  Creek 
to  the  mouth  of  Shanandoah,  where  the  enemy  may 
have,  and  have  already  given  proof  of,  free  egress  and 
regress  in  crossing  Potowmack  ;  plundering,  burning, 
murdering  and  destroying  all  before  them.  It  is 
matter  of  moment,  and  worthy  the  Assembly's  notice. 
For  we  must  secure  that  weak  side,  if  our  neighbours 
are  so  indifferent  as  to  disregard  their  own  safety,  be- 
cause of  its  connexion  with  ours.  In  this  case  the 
number  of  forts  will  be  increased  to  two  or  thrM 
more.  Another  material  point  to  be  regarded  by  the 
Assembly,  and  of  very  great  importance  to  the  inhabi* 
tants.  is  the  situation  of  these  forts  intended  along 
the  frontiers.  As  I  mentioned  to  you  before,  thai 
placing  them  on  the  former  utmost  frontier,  would  be 
of  small  service  to  defend  the  present  frontier  settle- 
ments, now  so  remote  from  the  former. 

For  the  enemy  would  still  make  incursions,  and 
carry  off  their  booty  with  impunity,  without  a  con- 
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siderable  number  of  men  posted  at  these  forts 
constantly  patrolling  in  ortler  to  interrupt  them.  And 
without  such  defence  and  protection,  the  people  will 
never  be  induced  to  return  again  to  their  plantations. 

Again,  if  the  forts  are  built  upon  the  present 
exterior  settlements,  the  former  lands  will  remain  un- 
settled :  nor  need  we  expect  that  the  inhabitants  will 
extend  their  improvements  beyond  these  forts,  while 
such  disturbances  continue. 

I  would  again  urge  the  necessity  of  a  large  and 
strong  fort  at  this  town  '  for  very  cogent  reasons,  as 
1  hinted  in  my  former,  it  being  the  center  of  ail  the 
public  roads,  and  a  place  of  the  most  importance  on 
the  frontiers.  I  would  advise  its  being  large,  as  it 
will  be  the  sole  refuge  for  the  inhabitants  upon  any 
alarm,  where  they  may  be  received  and  protected 
until  they  can  return  with  safety  to  their  plantations. 
And  as  it  must  be  the  magazine  of  stores,  to  supply 
many  other  forts,  the  country  and  soldiers  with  pro- 
visions, ammunition,  &c.,  it  ought,  of  consequence, 
to  be  large  and  pretty  strong. 

Had  such  a  place  of  defence  been  here,  it  would 
have  hindered  some  hundreds  of  families  from  mov- 
ing further  than  this,  that  are  now  lost  to  the  country. 
The  women  and  children  might  have  been  secure, 
while  the  men  would  have  gone  in  a  body  against  the 
savages,  whereas  the  number  of  men  now  left  is  so 
small,  that  no  assistance  or  defence  can  be  made  to 
any  purpose.  Winchester  is  now  the  farthest  bound- 
ary of  this  county^no  inhabitants  beyond  it:  and  if 

'  A  fort  wmi  ordered  lo  be  buiti  «t  WtncbeMcr. 
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measures  are  not  taken  to  maintain  it,  we  must  retire 
below  the  Blue  Ridge  in  a  verj'  short  time. 

Let  me  therefore  recommend  to  yours  and  the 
Assembly's  particular  care,  thai  no  time  be  lost  in  this 
salutary  proposal :  for  should  this  panic  and  fear  con- 
tinue, not  a  soul  will  be  left  on  this  side  the  Ridge: 
and  what  now  remain,  are  collected  in  small  forts 
(out  of  which  there  is  no  prevailing  on  them  to  stir) 
and  every  plantation  deserted. 

I  have  exerted  every  power  for  the  protection  and 
peace  of  this  distressed,  unhappy  people,  and  used 
my  utmost  to  persuade  them  to  continue,  until  assist- 
ance come,  though  to  little  effect.  I  have  repeatedly 
urged  Lord  Fairfax  to  send  for  the  militia  of  the  ad- 
jacent counties,  and  have  sent  myself  several  expresses 
to  hurry  them  on. 

If  the  Assembly  approve  the  scheme  of  erecting  a 
fort  here  and  at  other  places,  tools  of  all  kinds  will 
be  wanting,  and  must  be  sent  up  immediately,  that 
no  time  may  be  lost  Carpenters  from  below  should 
likewise  be  engaged  ;  and  every  proper  method  for 
dispatching  so  desirable  and  so  general  a  good,  as 
this  defence  for  Frederick,  &c     *    »     • 


TO  GOVERNOR    PINWinntE. 

WiNCHBSTM,  37  April,  1756. 

Sir, 

I  sent  an  express  to  Fort  Cumberland  on  Tuesday 
last,  who  is  just  returned  with  the  enclosed  letters, 
which  1  forward,  to  prevent  the  trouble  of  extracting 
a  part. 


i. 


■7S6] 


GEORGE  WASHINGTON. 


'65 


In  my  letter  to  Colonel  Stephen,  I  did  among  other 
things  inform  him  of  the  accusations  laid  to  his 
charge,  and  that  he  must  expect  to  have  the  matter 
inquired  into.  Your  Honor  will  see  what  he  says 
upon  the  subject. 

Desolation  and  murder  still  Increase,  and  no  pros- 
pects of  relief.  The  Blue  Ridge  is  now  our  frontier, 
no  men  being  left  in  this  county,  except  a  few  that 
keep  close  with  a  number  of  women  and  children  in 
forts,  which  they  have  erected  for  that  purpose. 
There  are  now  no  militia  in  this  county  ;  when  there 
were,  they  could  not  be  brought  to  action.  If  the 
inhabitants  of  the  adjacent  counties  pursue  the  same 
system  of  disobedience,  the  whole  must  fall  an  in- 
evitable sacrifice  ;  and  there  is  room  to  fear,  they  have 
caught  the  infection,  since  I  have  sent  (besides  divers 
letters  to  Lord  Fairfa.\,)  express  after  express  to 
hurrj'  them  on,  and  yet  have  no  tidings  of  their 
march.  We  have  the  greatest  reason  in  life  to  be- 
lieve, that  the  number  of  the  enemy  is  very  con- 
siderable, as  they  are  spread  all  over  this  part  of  the 
counlrj" ;  and  that  their  success,  and  the  spoils  with 
which  they  have  enriched  themselves,  dished  up  with 
a  good  deal  of  French  policy,  will  encourage  the  In- 
dians of  distant  nations  to  fall  upon  our  inhabitants 
in  greater  numbers,  and,  if  possible,  with  greater 
rapidity.  They  enjoy  the  sweets  of  a  profitable  war, 
and  will  no  doubt  improve  the  success,  which  ever 
must  attend  their  arms,  without  we  have  Indians  to 
oppose  theirs.  I  would  therefore  advise,  as  I  often 
have  done,  that  there  should  be  neither  trouble  nor 
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expense  omitted  to  bring  the  few,  who  arc  stilt  i 
dined,  into  our  service,  and  that,  too.  with  the 
greatest  care  and  expedition.  A  small  number,  just 
to  point  out  the  wiles  and  tracks  of  the  enemy,  is 
better  than  none ;  for  which  reason  I  must  earnestly 
recommend,  that  those,  who  accompanied  Major 
Lewis,  should  be  immediately  sent  up,  and  such  of 
the  Catawbas  as  can  be  engaged  in  our  interest.  If 
such  another  torrent  as  this  has  been,  (or  may  be  ere 
it  is  done.)  should  press  upon  our  settlements,  there 
will  not  be  a  living  creature  left  in  Frederick  county  ; 
and  how  soon  Fairfax  and  Prince  William  may  share 
its  (ate  is  easily  conceived,  if  we  only  consider  a  cruel 
and  bloodthirsty  enemy,  conquerors  already  pos* 
sessed  of  the  finest  part  of  Virginia,  plenteously  filled 
with  all  kinds  of  provisions,  pursuing  a  people  over-  ' 
come  with  fear  and  consternation  at  the  inhuman  i 
murders  of  these  barbarous  savages!  ^H 

I  have  exerted  every  means  that  I  could  think  of, 
to  quiet  the  minds  of  these  unhappy  people  :  but,  for 
a  man  to  have  inclination,  and  not  power,  he  may  as 
well  be  without  either,  for  the  assistance  he  can  give. 

The  inhabitants  of  the  county,  who  are  now  in 
forts,  are  greatly  distressed  for  the  want  of  ammuni- 
tion and  provision,  and  are  incessantly  importuning 
me  for  both  ;  neither  of  which  have  1  at  this  place  to 
spare.  And  if  I  had,  I  should  be  much  embarrassed 
how  to  act,  as  I  could  not  be  safe  in  delivering  either 
without  your  orders  ;  and  to  hear  the  cries  of  the 
hungry,  who  have  fled  for  refuge  to  these  places,  with 
nothing  more  than  they  carry  on  their  backs,  is  ex- 
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ceedingly  moving.  Therefore  I  hope,  your  Honor 
will  give  directions  concerning  this  matter. 

I  have  wrote  to  the  Assembly,  setting  forth  the 
great  and  absolute  necessity  there  is  of  erecting 
a  lar^e  and  strong  fort  at  this  place,  to  serve  as  a 
receptacle  for  all  our  stores.  &c.,  and  a  place  of 
refuge  for  the  women  and  children  in  times  of  danger. 
Was  this  necessary  work  completed,  the  men  would, 
upon  any  alarm,  (as  they  say  themselves,)  immedi- 
ately lodge  their  families  here,  and  turn  out  against 
the  enemy.  But  without  some  such  place  of  defence, 
they  must  always  fly  in  the  manner  they  have,  in 
order  to  secure  their  wives  and  children  ! 

This  is  the  place  generally  fixed  upon,  as  it  has  a 
free  and  open  communication  with  all  the  country, 
from  its  centrical  situation.  It  also  secures  the  com- 
munication with  the  neighbouring  colonies,  as  well  as 
the  trade,  to  the  rivers  of  Rappahannock,  Potomack, 
&c,  and,  though  trifling  in  itself,  a  place  of  the 
utmost  importance  to  the  country  in  general,  being 
contiguous  to  that  part  of  our  frontiers  (but  alas  1 
this  is  the  utmost  frontier  at  present)  which  ever 
must,  if  any,  sustain  the  attack  of  numbers,  as  it  is 
the  nearest  to  Fort  Duquesne,  to  which  place  we 
have  opened  a  full  communication.  It  is  also  con- 
tiguous to  their  Indian  allies,  who  are  at  present 
higher  up  the  Ohio  than  themselves.  It  is  also  con- 
veniently situated  for  procuring  the  earliest  intelli- 
gence, when  the  enemy  is  about,  and  to  obtain  relief 
from  the  militia  below.  In  short  it  would  be  need- 
less to  urge  all  the  cogent  reasons  that  plead  in  its 
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behalf,  and  shc^w  how  conveniently  situated  it  is  for 
the  commanding  officer  to  reside  at  But  one  I 
shall  add,  which  alone  would  be  sufficient,  and  that  is 
what  I  have  before  observed,  viz..  the  procuring 
intclh'gence.  This  I  now  am  truly  sensible  of,  from 
the  earliest  experience  I  have  had  since  I  came 
to  this  place.  Since  the  first  murders  were  com- 
mitted by  the  Indians,  I  have  never  missed  of  re- 
ceiving intelligence  of  their  motions ;  while  Colonel 
Stephen  has,  in  a  manner,  lived  in  total  ignorance 
thereof.  The  reason  is  very  obvious  ;  for  Fort  Cum- 
berland is  detached  so  far  without  the  inhabitants,  no 
person  thinks  of  alarming  them,  but  immediately, 
upon  the  first  fright,  retires  into  the  inhabitants. 
And  secondly,  it  is  absolutely  necessarj'  to  have  one 
large  magazine  to  supply  the  different  forts  with 
stores,  &c.  which  magazine  should  be  rather  within 
the  inhabitants,  for  the  greater  security  in  receiving 
and  delivering  them  out  again,  and  furnishing  any 
reinforcements  that  may  arrive  from  below,  with 
provision,  ammunition,  &c.  which  will  always  facili- 
tate their  march.  There  should  also  be  ammunition 
lodged  here  for  supplying  the  countrj'  people  when 
found  useful. 

Your  Honor  will  observe  some  parts  of  Colonel 
Stephen's  letters,  as  about  reinforcements  from  the 
second  division,  and  the  number  of  men.  &c.,  which 
were  only  finesses  in  case  the  letters  had  fallen  into 
the  enemy's  hands.  The  letters,  that  conveyed  the 
true  accounts,  were  put  into  the  pummel  of  the 
saddle,  as  were  mine  to  him. 
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I  have  been  formerly,  and  am  at  present,  pretty 
full  in  offering  my  opinion  and  counsel  upon  matters, 
which  regard  the  public  safety  and  interest.  These 
have  been  solely  the  object  of  all  my  thoughts, 
words,  and  actions  ;  and,  in  order  to  avoid  censure  in 
ever)'  part  of  my  conduct,  I  make  it  a  rule  to  obey 
the  dictates  of  your  Honor,  the  Assembly,  and  a 
good  conscience. 

1  shall  not  hereafter  trouble  you  further  on  these 
topics,  as  I  can  add  nothing  to  what  I  have  said.  I 
am  your  Honor's,  &c. 


MEMMS.  RESPECT'G  THE  MILITIA,  APRIL  AND  MAV,  1756.' 
Answer  yc  the  Governor  that  there  are  orders  for  draw- 
ing oat  all  the  ammunition,  &c.,  from  Fort  Cumberland. 
Know  of  the  Governor  how  they  have  apportioned  the 
Regiments ;  whether  into  two  Battalions  or  not ;  about  Mr. 
Fairfax,  and  for  blank  Commissions.  Whether  the  Field 
ofRcers  are  allowed  companies  or  not.  The  great  disadvan- 
tagc  the  Counties  will  labor  under  by  appointing  their 
draughts  for  so  short  »  time;  before  they  are  raised  they 
must  be  diiicliargcd.  Another  disadvantage,  as  we  arc  to 
act  upon  the  defensive  is  our  delays  in  building  Forts.  It 
will  be  after  mid-summer  before  they  can  be  completed  and 
if  the  Enemy  are  thick  it  can't  be  done  at  all  withfout]  a 
great  number  of  men  to  cover  the  workmen. 

WiNCKCiriut. 
On  Thursday  the  29th  of  May,'  1756,  divers  expresses 
being  first  sent  to  the  County  Lieutenants  of  Fairfax,  Prince 

'These  incnorkiida  covn  a  few  po^riuf  nole  biK)k,anc1  were  made  (tomday 
b  day  w  the  cvcnu  noted  oKiuictl.  They  ace  curious  >«  giving  a  very  good 
Fiaare  of  Ike  HlU»  rttiane*  llial  could  be  put  in  the  colonial  militia. 

*Enor  (or  April. 
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William,  and  Culpeper,  Mr.  Dalton  at  the  head  of  31  vol- 
unteers and  J4  militia  from  Fairfax  came  to  town.  On 
same  day  I  received  an  express  from  Captain  Broadwater 
at  the  gap  of  the  Short  Hills,  informing  me  that  himself 
and  the  Captains  Ramsay,  Minor  and  Hamilton  with  about 
100  men,  were  at  that  place;  that  he  had  received  my  de- 
s]>atches  to  hurr>'  on  the  militia  and  desired  to  know  what 
number  should  be  .tent.  I  hereupon  advised  with  Captain 
Dalton,  who  told  me  that  ten  men  from  each  of  those  Com- 
panics  were  the  complement  intended  by  the  commanding 
officer  in  Fairfax.  1  thereupon  ordered  that  number  to  be 
immediately  detached.  Sunday  moniing  they  accordingly 
came  under  Captain  James  Hamilton,  as  did  Captain  Russel 
with  23  volunteers  from  Williams's  Gap. 

This  day  1  received  another  express  from  Captain  Broad, 
water,  setting  forth  that  he  had  just  received  one  from  Col- 
onel Carlyle  ordering  him  to  remain  at  that  place  till  be 
heard  from  me  and  that  he  was  scarce  of  provision  and 
could  not  buy.  1  also  about  the  same  time  received  an  ex< 
press  from  Colonel  Carlyle  desiring  me  to  order  up  such 
part  of  the  said  Militia  as  I  thought  necessary,  upon  which 
I  sent  to  Captain  Broadwater  for  a  detachment  of  25  more 
and  ordered  the  others  to  be  dismissed. 

May  2d.  The  aforesaid  detachment  of  2;  arrived,  which 
made  in  the  whole,  including  Volunteers  (but  of  these  13 
returned)  173  men. 

May  3d.  100  of  the  aforesaid  Militia  under  the  Captains 
Minor  and  Hamilton  were  ordered  to  march  for  the  Branch ; 
the  rest  to  join  a  Scouting  Party  of  the  Regiment  that  was 
ordered  to  search  Back  Country. 

May  4th.  The  Parties  marched.  Captain  Hamilton  was 
ordered  to  consult  Pearsal  &  the  Kirkendal  for  the  proper 
place  to  fix  his  Company  at  below  the  Troughs,  and  Cap- 
tain Minor  to  advise  with  Colonel  Vanmeter  &  Captain 
Waggener  for  fixing  above.  See  their  instructions  in  my 
-orderly  book  dated  May  4th. 
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Cnptatn  Dalton  with  his  Vohmtecrs  and  the  rest  of  the 
Militia  marched  with  the  scouting  party  of  the  Regiment, 
he  had  orders  to  post  the  militia  after  he  had  finished  their 
tour  of  duty  and  returned  to  Conogochicg,  at  any  place 
where  the  generality  of  the  people  in  those  parts,  but  more 
especially  Captain  Swearing,  would  choose  as  the  most  con- 
venient for  protecting  the  whole;  and  to  return  to  this 
place  with  his  own  company  of  volunteers.  See  his  orders 
of  the  4th  May.  This  day  to  of  Minor's  and  Hamilton's 
men  deserted. 

May  6th.  The  Prince  William  detachment  consisting  of 
8  officers  and  I2t  private  Men  arrived  here,  and  about  an 
hour  or  two  after  them  came  Colonel  Ewel. 

May  7th.  Lieutenant  Colonel  Peyton  came  to  town,  and 
Captain  Joseph  Murdock,  with  2  officers  and  20  men  from 
King  George,  sent  up  by  Colonel  Champe.  A  detachment 
of  ;o  privates  left  the  County ;  the  rest  deserted  on  their 
march. 

May  8th.  The  County  Lieut,  of  Prince  William,  Colonel 
Henry  Lee,  arrived.  This  day  we  began  to  experience  in  a 
surprising  degree  the  superlative  insolence  of  the  Prince 
Williani  Detachment  who  made  use  of  every  means  to  treat 
not  only  the  private  soldiers,  but  the  officers  of  the  Virginia 
Regiment  ill,  and  upon  one  of  them  being  seized  and  ordered 
to  the  guard  House,  for  abusing  in  the  most  in.<iolent  man- 
ner the  officer  [  *  •  ]  one  of  their  officers  called  for  a 
number  of  Men  to  rescue  him  and  pulled  down  the  house, 
swore  the  officers  of  the  Virginia  Regiment  were  all  scoun- 
drels and  that  he  could  drive  the  whole  corps  before  him. 
The  fright  that  he  received  from  one  of  them  and  his 
acknowledgments  next  morning  sufficiently  allowed  for  his 
imprudence.  In  the  evening  of  this  day  Captain  Dalton, 
with  not  only  his  Volunteers,  but  Captain  Russcl  and  his, 
with  the  remaining  few  of  the  Mihtia,  came  to  town.  Upon 
enquiring  the  reason  of  this  I  was  answered  that  Captain 
RusscI  and  his  volunteers  had  got  tired  and  must  needs  go 
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home,  and  that  the  Militia,  which  were  only  13,  were  too' 
small  to  post  at  any  pass  as  1  had  ordered,  as  indeed  they^ 
were. 

May  9th,  Captains  Dalton,  RusacI,  with  the  Volunteers' 
and  Militia,  set  out  on  their  return  homewards;  so  that 
there  only  remains  of  the  Fairfax  militia  those  who  went 
on  to  the  Branch.  4  o'clock  this  evening  I  had  an  exprcai^H 
from  Colonel  Slaughter,  informing  me  that  he  was  then  as^l 
far  as  Perkins's  with  about  200  of  the  Culpeper militia,  upon 
which  I  ordered  him  to  remain  there,  as  the  town  had  more 
already  in  it  than  they  could  lodge,  and  many  quarrelsome 
fellows  amongst  them.  He  also  informed  me  that  they  had 
not  above  50  firelocks  in  the  whole. 

May  loth.  He  came  into  Town  and  informed  me  that 
beside  himself  there  were  —  Officers  whereof  —  were  field 
Officers  and  —  private  Men ;  and  that  by  a  late  sup- 
ply his  number  of  Arms  were  now  about  80.  Colonel  Bailor 
with  4  Field  OfBcers,  4  captain-i,  8  subalterns,  8  corporals 
Sc  8  sergeants  and  170  privates  arrived  at  this  place  from 
Caroline  County. 

May  I  Ith.  Colonel  Spotswood  from  Spotsylvania,  with 
3  Field  Officers,  5  captains.  10  subalterns,  and  130  private 
Men,  arrived  here  and  encamped  in  Colonel  Wood's  meadow. 
Colonel  Henry  Fitzhugh,  with  2  captains,  4  subalterns, 
dark,  4  sergeants  and  102  privates,  also  came  to  Town, 
did  9  of  the  King  George  Deserters.  The  Prince  William 
Militia  were  ordered  to  march  to-morrow  under  the  Com- 
mand of  a  captain  and  4  subalterns  to  strengthen  the  Forts 
on  Patterson's  Creek,  with  a  superintendent  and  20  men, 
and  to  build  another  at  the  mouth  of  Little  Cocapcnon,'  but 
Colonel  Henry  Peyton  who  had  received  a  special  commis- 
3ton  from  his  Honour,  the  Governor,  insisted  upon  going  out 
to  command  tbem.  I  expostulated  with  him  on  the  ab- 
surdity of  it:  and  represented  the  unnecessary  charge  it 
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vould  run  the  country  to,  employing  of  supernumerary 
officers,  but  nothing  would  put  aside  his  intentions.  He 
said  hU  only  motive  in  going  was  to  serve  his  country  and 
that  he  expected  no  reward  or  gratuity  for  his  trouble ;  and 
that  unless  he  went,  he  was  sure  the  men  would  desert. 
Present,  Colonel  Lee,  Captain  Mercer  and  Mr.  Kirkpatrick. 

May  12th  was  the  first  time  I  could  get  a  return  of  the 
number  of  Carpenter's  that  were  among  the  militia.  In  the 
Evening  about  5  o'clock,  Lieutenant-Colonel  Peyton  with 
the  Prince  William  Detachment,  marched,  consisting  of  him- 
self, I  citptain,  4  subalterns  &  96  privates,  as  per  return. 
Sec  his  orders  at  large  in  my  orderly  book. 

This  day  also  the  King  Geoi^e  Militia  had  orders  to  march 
to  Mcndenhalis  Fort  to  protect  the  inhabitants  under  those 
Mountains.  The  Officers  and  Soldiers  of  the  Militia  begin 
to  discover  great  uneasiness  at  their  stay  and  want  much  to 
letum,  thinking  they  have  performed  a  suflicient  tour  of 
duly  by  marching  to  Winchester. 

May  13th.  An  express  came  from  Colonel  Peyton  inform- 
ing that  a  Sei^eant  and  14  men  deserted  last  night  from  him 
at  Paris's  Fort,  and  desiring  Reinforcement.  1  was  obliged 
to  countermand  the  Orders  to  the  King  George  Militia  and 
to  send  them  to  join  him  with  orders  to  remain  in  Ashby's 
Fort,  and  they  accordingly  marched  29  in  number  under 
Lieutenant  Nugent.  The  rest  were  sick  &  deserted,  and 
this  night  4  out  of  the  29  also  marched  off.  Many  com- 
plaints from  the  officers  of  Militia  about  the  insufficiency  of 
the  allowance  of  Provisions  for  the  men  (tho*  they  have 
one  pound  of  meat  and  the  same  quantity  of  flour  per  day, 
which  is  the  same  that  the  soldiers  have)  obliged  me  to  order 
the  Commissary  to  deliver  the  officer's  allowance  to  the 
private  men  in  order  to  appease  their  clamours.  This  I  did 
to  prevent  increasing  the  allowance  and  setting  bad  ex- 
amples. But  this  proving  insufficient  also,  I  was  obliged  to 
order  the  allowance  to  be  incrca.sed  to  t^  of  Flour  and  as 
flesh  per  Day. 
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May  14th.  The  Orange  MJlitia  under  Colonel  Talliaferro 
consisting  of  2  Field  officers.  4  Captains,  4  subalterns  and 
100  private  men,  came  to  town,  as  did  Colonel  Barrat  with 
130  men  from  Louisa.  In  the  Evening  of  this  day  I  sum* 
moned  all  the  Field  ofRcers  to  meet,  that  we  might  advi^ 
and  consult  on  proper  expedients  to  be  taken  with  the 
militia.  See  a  copy  of  the  proceedings  in  my  orderly  Book. 
In  consequence  of  these  resolves  and  advise  from  Colonel 
Martin  &  Mr.  Commissary  Walker,  knowing  the  situation 
of  our  frontiers,  I  ordered  the  Commanding  Officers  of  each 
Militia  to  furnish  the  following  number  of  men,  which  was 
proportioned  equally  among  those  that  were  here,  and  ap-, 
pointed  them  to  remain  as  below : 

Fd.  09.  Cupi.      L.  E.        I.  Men. 
Al      Mendenlials       Furt 

Licul.  Thomu.  with     .  37  from  Orftnge  Couotf.] 
Al  Ihe  Mouth  of  Sleepy 

Cieek I         I  O        3  50  (ran  Csrollnc 

Al  the  Mouth  oF  LitU« 

Coep I  1         3  I        4  90  P.  William. 

Al  Ailib/s  Fort     ...  I                  g  as  (rom  K.  George. 

Also  Hi  do t                  9  3S  ffom  Spo. 

Al  Code's  Fort ....  1         I  I         3  45  ''om  Fsitfkx. 

Al  PuisaU I         I  [         3  45  from      do. 

Al  Harness's  Fort  i  o        a  30            SuJ!otd. 

Al  Waggener*!  uppr.  F.  i         i  o        1  50            Culpeper. 

At  Enochs')      ....  i  o        3  ])            Ltniiu. 

At  Winchester  10  work  on  Ihe  Fort  atid  to  be  ready  in  cmm  of  EmerEUicy  TjJ 

eictii&ive  of  the  above  and  taken  from  all  ihe  sevl.  CouQlyi. 

Fairfax  and  Prince  William  have  furnished  a  larger  num- 
ber of  men  than  the  other  Countys  because  they  arrived 
with  those  Number's  and  were  ordered  on  to  assist  and 
relieve  the  Inhabitants  on  the  Branch,  and  pj  it  would 
have  run  the  Country  to  considerable  additional  Expense  to 
relieve  them  now,  and  to  no  very  great  purpose  as  we  soonjs 
expected  to  receive  the  draughts.  ^^ 

May   isth.    The  Council  being  finished  the  aforesaid 
number  of  Men  were  ordered  to  be  draughted,  and  the  re- 
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maindcr  to  receive  provision  to  carry  them  back  and  to  be 
discharged.  The  said  several  draughts  were  ordered  to 
get  ready  to  mareh  in  the  moniing  to  their  respective 
Posts. 

May  l6th.  The  commanding  officers  of  each  Militia 
(Culpepcr  excepted)  reported  that  several  of  their  Men  had 
deserted;  upon  which  I  sent  out  to  see  if  they  could  be 
taken.  The  commissary  also  reported  that  he  had  been 
tiying  and  could  not  procure  a  Wagon  to  transport  the 
necessary  stock  of  Provisions  and  ammunition  with  them 
and  was  therefore  obliged  to  postpone  their  March  one 
day  longer.  By  this  time  I  had  engaged  70  Carpenters 
from  the  militia  to  work  at  (>d.  extra  pay  on  the  Fort, 
and  also  had  their  own  officers  to  overlook  and  manage 
them. 

May  17th.  Some  time  last  night  an  express  from  the 
Branch  arrived  with  letters  from  Ashby's  Fort  and  Pearsall's 
Fort  informing  that  a  considerable  body  of  Indians  were 
about  again  and  had  taken  a  prisoner.  Upon  this  all  the 
Militia  of  Louisa  and  Stafford,  save  6  of  the  first  and  8  of 
the  latter  deserted,  and  the  Caroline  Detachment  being 
reduced  to  40  Rank  &  file,  the  Spotsylvania  to  22  and  the 
Orange  being  lessened  also,  was  obliged  to  add  the  6  Louisa 
men  to  the  Carpenters  till  the  return  of  their  officers,  who 
[  immediately  sent  in  pursuit  of  them  ;  the  8  Stafford  men 
to  those  of  Spotsylvania,  &  to  alter  the  disposition  that 
was  first  made  to  the  one  following  viz — 

K'dOfl.C.  L.  e.      I.  P.M. 

K\  UrndeiUiab o       ■  ■  o       i  40  (m.  Caroline. 

K\  Aihby't  Fort 9  O  36  f  m.  *>|i.  &  K.  G. 

At  PNTHlt t        I  3  I       4  90  Itii.  P.  W. 

Al  Kbkcndal* 1  ■                1  45  fm.  Fi. 

Al  Hanieu'x  Fort t  O       a  ■$         Orange. 

At  Wtsr.  apixi  Kon    ....  I  ■                >  5'         Cutpr. 

Tobeadvd.brCWr.&a.  Vu  1  1  I       1  45         Fx. 

The  reason  for  this  disposition,  to  guard  the  Inhabitants 
that  stilt  remained,  to  secure  their  grain  and  stock,  to  help 
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in  with  their  harvest  and  to  be  contiguous  to  the  people 
and  to  each  other  that  they  might  unite  occasionally  and 
go  in  quest  of  the  Enemy.  Besides  the  Militia  officers  that 
were  sent  after  their  deserters,  I  ordered  out  one  from  the 
Regiment  with  a  party  of  8  or  lO  Men  mounted,  to  go  in 
pursuit  of  them.  Our  strength  being  so  much  reduced  by 
the  number  of  Deserters  that  bad  gone  off  that  upon  the 
return  of  Asbby's  (?]  I  immediately  dispatched  an  express 
to  Colonels  Barrat,  Talliafcrro  and  Slaughter,  who  were  the 
last  that  had  left  this  place,  ordering  them  to  return  with 
their  Men.  In  the  Evening  the  Colonels  Barrat  &  Talliafcrro 
returned  without  any  men,  informed  me  that  many  of  them 
had  taken  different  roads  homewards  and  that  those  who 
were  with  Colonel  Talliaferro  upon  hearing  that  they  were 
ordered  back  charged  their  pieces  and  continued  their 
towards  their  County  in  defiance  of  the  officers. 

May  1 8th.     Last  night  Mr.  Bullet,  the  officer  who  I 
sent  out,  returned  with   14  of  the  deserters,  who  to 
punishment  enlisted  in  the  Virginia  regiment. 

igth.  The  Express  returned  from  Colonel  Slaug 
who  also  informed  that  his  men  were  dispersed,  but  if 
they  could  be  gathered  again  he  would  return  on  Thurs> 
day.  I 

May  20th.  About  9  o'clock  this  night  an  Express  came 
to  me  from  Colonel  Slaughter,  who  informed  me  that  he 
had  met  at  the  place  appointed  for  the  Rendezvous  of  his 
Militia  but  that  only  8  or  9  appeared,  desired  to  know  if  he 
should  farther  rendezvous  to  collect.  He  believed  it  might 
be  done  so  soon  as  they  recovered  a  little  from  the  fatigue 
of  their  march.  I  wrote  him  by  this  Express  &  desired 
him,  as  I  had  heard  nothing  of  the  Enemy  since,  to  post- 
pone bringing  up  any  Men  till  they  were  drafted,  which  I 
recommended  to  him  to  be  done  with  the  greatest  expedi- 
tion ;  also,  if  it  would  not  be  contrary  to  the  governor's 
orders  to  him,  to  march  his  Men  so  soon  as  drafted  to  thU 
place,  as  it  would  save  much  time  and  expencc. 
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TO  GOVERNOR  DINWIDDIE. 

WINCHESTBS.  3  M»y,  I7S6, 

HoNBLE.  Sir, 

I  received  your  two  letters  of  the  23d  and  26th 
ultimo. 

1  have  sent  down  an  Indian  scalp,  which  was  taken 
off  at  the  place  where  Captain  Mercer  had  his  en- 
gagement. He  was  found  thrust  under  some  rocks, 
and  stones  piled  up  against  them.  They  have  reason 
to  believe  there  were  more  killed,  from  the  quantity 
of  blood  found  on  the  ground  where  the  Indians  fired 
from,  and  from  other  discoveries  of  their  attempts  to 
make  more  graves.  But  a  hard  shower  of  rain  pre- 
vented their  making  a  farther  search. 

We  have  some  reason  to  believe,  the  Indians  are 
returned  to  Fort  Duquesne,  as  some  scouts  from  Fort 
Cumberland  saw  their  tracks  that  way ;  and  many 
corroborating  accounts  affirm,  that  the  roads  over  the 
Allegany  Mountains  are  as  much  beaten,  as  they 
were  last  year  by  General  Braddock's  army.  From 
these  and  other  circumstances  we  may  judge  their 
numbers  were  considerable.  Whether  they  are  gone 
for  the  season,  or  only  to  bring  in  a  larger  party,  I 
am  at  a  loss  to  determine. 

For  which  reason,  and  from  the  scarcity  of  pro- 
visions on  this  side  Fort  Cumberland,  I  must  beg 
leavehumbly  tooffer  itloyour  Honor's  superior  judg- 
ment, if  it  would  not  be  advisable  to  stop  all  the  mili- 
tia, that  are  ordered  from  the  ten  counties,  save  about 
live  or  six  hundred  from  the  adjacent  ones?  which 
will    serve  to  cover  our  frontiers  on   this  quarter. 


378 


THE  WRITINGS  OF 


1>7S6 


(which  is  the  only  part  that  ever  will  or  can  be  much 
exposed,)  until  the  reg;iment  is  completed  by  drafts, 
and  until  they  can  erect  fortresses,  if  the  countr)'  in- 
tend a  chain  of  forts  for  their  defence.  Drafts,  if 
they  are  judiciously  chosen,  will  be  of  infinitely  more 
service,  and  much  less  expense  to  the  country,  and 
can  be  immediately  put  to  their  posts. 

I  am  convinced,  that,  if  your  Honor  has  a  mind  to 
stop  any  part  of  the  militia,  you  will  have  full  time, 
notwithstanding  they  are  ordered  to  rendezvous 
at  this  place  on  the  loth  instant.  I  never  knew 
any  yet  to  appear  in  ten  days  after  they  were  ex- 
pected ;  and  I  am  also  apprehensive,  that  having  so 
many  of  the  militia  out  will  be  the  means  of  retarding 
the  drafts,  which,  above  all  things,  I  wish  to  see. 

Though  i  have  often  troubled  you  on  this  head,  I 
must  again  beg  leave  to  desire  your  particular  in- 
structions and  information,  of  what  is  to  be  done,  as. 
being  in  a  state  of  uncertainty,  without  knowing  the 
plan  of  operations,  or  what  scheme  to  go  upon,  re- 
duces me  to  the  greatest  straits,  and  leaves  me  to  guess 
at  every  thing.  Orders,  that  are  absolutely  neces- 
sarj'  to  be  despatched  to  the  officers  one  day,  appear 
the  next  as  necessary  to  be  contradicted ;  so  that  I 
really  cannot  tell  how  to  act  for  the  good  of  the  ser- 
vice, or  satisfaction  of  any  individual.  Was  the 
regiment  complete,  and  things  put  on  a  proper  foot- 
ing, the  whole  would  go  on  smoothly  and  regularly, 
which  is  now  rendered  impossible.  So  much  am  I 
kept  in  the  dark,  that  I  do  not  know  whether  to  pre- 
pare for  the  offensive  or  defensive  ;  and  what  might  be 


i7S6J 


GEORGE  WASHINGTON. 


379 


absolutely  necessary  in  the  one,  would  be  quite  use- 
less in  the  other. 

Great  inconveniences  arise  from  our  being  so  dis- 
persed through  the  countrj'.  The  men  cannot  be  reg- 
ularly paid  or  supplied.  If  every  company  had  its 
proper  post  assigned,  pay  might  be  sent  to  them,  and 
necessaries  always  provided  in  due  season.  We  could 
also  have  the  same  advantages  were  we  collected  in 
one  place.  But  there  are  so  many  detachments  out, 
one  officer  may  command  men  of  every  company  of 
the  regiment,  and  if  necessaries  are  sent  them  he  is 
removed  from  his  command,  and  those  things  can- 
not be  stopped  out  of  their  pay.  So  by  this  method 
the  country  loses  money,  the  men  are  badly  supplied, 
and  always  discontented. 

I  find  the  act  of  Assembly  against  mutiny  and 
desertion  quite  insufficient,  except  in  those  two  par- 
ticular crimes.  There  is  no  notice,  nor  can  a  court- 
martial  be  held,  by  virtue  of  this  act  against  any  officer 
or  soldier  who  is  charged  with  cowardice,  holding 
correspondence  with  the  enemy,  quitting  or  sleeping 
upon  a  post,  nay,  many  other  crimes,  which  are  pro- 
vided against  in  the  articles  of  war.  I  think,  at  this 
time,  it  would  be  for  the  good  of  the  ser\'ice  to  make 
an  act  to  enforce  the  articles  of  war  in  general,  except 
two  or  three  particular  ones,  such  as  impressing 
wagons,  &c.  They  are  in  force  in  our  mother  coun- 
try. They  think  them  the  best  calculated  for  keep- 
ing soldiers  under  discipline ;  and  none  of  them 
would  prove  burthensomc,  or  inconvenient,  either 
to  the  public  or  any  individual,  and  I  cannot,  nor 
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I  imagine  few  others  can  assign  any  reason,  why  we 
should  pretend  to  (juit  that  which  by  long  experience 
has  been  found   the  best,  to   introduce  one   quite, 
insufficient 

There  are  now  in  town  about  one  hundred  and 
fifty  of  the  Fairfax  militia.  Three  hundred  are 
expected  from  Prince  William.  With  the  soldiers 
and  militia  nBw  here,  I  intend  to  go  out  and  scour 
the  woods  hereabouts  for  three  or  four  days  until 
the  others  arrive.  djj 

I  want  verj-  much  to  go  to  Fort  Cumberland  to 
regulate  affairs  tliere.  but  fear  I  cannot  spare  lime,  as 
my  presence  will  be  very  necessary  here.  ^^ 

Clothes  for  the  men  are  very  much  wanted.  There 
are  none  in  store,  and  some  men,  who  have  been  en- 
listed these  two  months,  to  whom  we  could  give  noth- 
ing but  a  blanket,  shoes,  and  shirt,  are  justly  dissatis 
fied  at  having  two  pence  per  day  stopped  from  them.^ 
Provision  here  is  scarce,  and  the  commissary  muc 
wanted  to  lay  in  more.  I  have  been,  and  still  am,' 
obliged  to  do  this  duty,  as  well  as  most  others,  which 
I  would  take  upon  me,  rather  than  let  any  thing 
be  wanting  for  the  good  of  the  country,  which 
could  do. 

I  enclose  your  Honor  the  sentence  of  a  general^ 

'  The  solilien  were  p»id  eiglil  pence  a  diiy.  Out  of  lliis  amount  two  pmo; 
a  day  were  rcwrved  for  supplying  them  wiih  clath«s.  The  system  of  sloppasn 
in:iy  he  best  illuslrated  by  the  o:dc[s  Ihal  Washington  gave  10  the  paymuier 
in  November,  1775  :  two  pence  per  monih  was  lo  be  cteducied  troin  "  each  non- 
commissioecd  officer  and  soldier  (oit  purchasing  medicinea.  This  »  lo  be  paid 
10  the  surgeon  quarterly.  There  i&  also  six-pence  per  month  lo  be  stopped  fraa 
the  drummecs.  10  be  paid  Co  the  Drum  mnjor  for  teaching  ihein  snil  repaiiinf 
ihc  drums.  ...  If  any  non-commi^ioned  officer  or  t^otdier  should  happen 
to  ilic.  he  it  to  he  continued  on  the  pay-roll  as  an  effective  man  for  twenty  eight 
dayi,  lo  pay  for  his  colBii,  £c." 
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court-martial,  which  was  held  here  upon  a  sergeant 
for  running  away  with  his  party.'  They  have,  I  think. 
very  justly  adjudged  him  to  suffer  death,  which  sen- 
tence I  hope  you  will  approve  of  as  there  never  was  a 
fitter  object  to  make  an  example  of,  being  the  second 
time  he  has  been  guilty  of  the  same  crime,  nor  a  bet- 
ter time,  as  the  newly  drafted  recruits  for  the  regi- 
ment may  be  here  by  that  time  to  see  it  executed. 
and  it  will  be  a  good  warning  to  them.     *    •     * 


TO  GOVERNOR    DINWIDDIE. 

WlNCRKSTBR.  93  Ml^,  I7$6. 

Sir. 

The  method  I  shall  use  to  inform  your  Honour 
of  the  proceedings  of  the  militia,  is  to  enclose  a  tran- 
script of  my  journal  that  relates  to  that  affair,  and  to 
send  a  copy  of  a  council  of  war  held  here  by  the  field- 
ofticers  of  these  counties,  you  were  pleased  to  order 
to  our  assistance.*  These  I  hope  will  be  sufficient  to 
discover  the  springs  that  actuated  my  conduct. 

'  Nubaii  I^wii,  wbo  hail  tboirn  his  cowardice  in  the  affair  at  Edwards'  Fort 
"*  which  John  Mer«t  ww  killed. 

*Tbe  militiji,  who  hail  staembleil  at  Wiiichetter  upon  (he  rvconl  ■Isrm,  had 
tilD  the  coomanJer  infinite  trouble  and  anxiety.  On  Ihii  subject  Colonel 
^'Oliam  Futf4x  wrote  to  him  :— 

"  I  am  Mnaiblc,  thai  iuch  a  nxdlcT-  cA  undltcipUned  niUllia  must  create  fou 
riiiiMS  Iioubln,  but,  having  Cxsar'i  Commentariea,  and  perhaps  Quintn*  Cur. 
bu.  ]ro«  hare  ibercin  read  of  Brciter  fatiguci.  murmurinifi.  mulinict.  and  de(eo- 
riiiiM.  than  will  probably  come  to  your  thure  :  tlioii);1i,  If  any  of  (lin^e  caaualtlet 
tkoold  interrupt  your  rjuicl.  T  douliT  not  yuu  wuuld  bear  them  with  a  raat^na. 
wmaxj  equal  10  that  of  my  of  the  heroes  of  those  times. 

"  TW  Conocil  and  Kuriieueo  are  mostly  your  frieodi  ;  w  that  If  you  have  not 
■Iwaya  paiticalai  initruutions  from  the  Governor,  which  yuu  think  necraarj 
■nd  desire,  tbe  onisaion.  or  neElccI,  may  proceed  from  the  conlideDCc  enler- 
laiBtd  lA  yaur  ability  and  iliKteiion  m  do  what  it  til  and  jirai»eworlliy." 


The  spirit  of  desertion  was  so  remarkable  in  tfi 
militia,  that  it  had  a  surprising  e^ect  upon  the  regi* 
ment,  and  encouraged  many  of  the  soldiers  to  desert^ 
but  as  I  never  had  failed  in  sending  ofticers  on  differ- 
ent roads  upon  the  first  reports,  so  neither  did  I  neg- 
lect it  now.  and  luckily  caught  two,  who  being  brought 
to  trial,  were  both  convicted,  as  your  Honor  will  see 
by  the  court's  proceedings.  James  Thomas,  one  of 
them,  was  among  the  first  of  my  followers,  and  al- 
ways behaved  himself  with  the  greatest  sobriety, 
honesty  and  diligence,  so  far  as  I  have  ever  seen 
or  heard.  And  1  imagine  if  he  did  not  lose  the 
money,  as  he  says  in  his  defence,  he  might  be  pre- 
vailed upon  to  spend  a  part  in  liquor,  and  then 
was  afraid  to  meet  his  officer  with  the  resL 

The  other  criminal,  Henry  Campbell,  is  a  most 
atrocious  criminal,  and  richly  deserves  an  ignomin- 
ious death  for  a  former  as  well  as  the  present  ofTence. 
He  was  once  a  sergeant  and  entrusted  with  some 
goods  from  Alexandria,  part  of  which  he  embezzled, 
and,  because  tt  could  not  be  absolutely  proved,  was 
only  reduced.  After  that  (in  December  last,)  he 
deserted,  and  carried  several  men  with  him  ;  and, 
upon  the  most  solemn  promises  of  good  behaviour, 
was  pardoned,  but  for  this  only  reason — we  had  no 
power  to  hold  general  courts  martial.  And  now  he 
was  instrumental  in  carrying  ofT  seven  others,  two 
only  of  whom  were  taken.  For  these  reasons  I  hope 
your  Honor  will  think  him  as  worthy  an  example 
against  desertion,  as  Lewis  against  cowardice,  whose 
execution  I   have  delayed  until   the  arrival   of  the 
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drafts.  These  examples  and  proper  encouragement 
ior  good  behaviour  will  I  hope,  bring  the  soldiers 
\inder  proper  discipline. 

1  found  it  absolutely  impossible  to  go  to  Fort  Cum- 
berland at  this  time,  without  letting  matters  of  greater 
importance  sufTer  in  my  absence  here  ;  such  a  multi- 
pJicity  of  different  kinds  of  business  am  I  at  present 
engaged  in.    Governor  Innes  is  gone  up,  who,  I  hope, 
will  assistwith  his  advice  in  settling  things  to  rights, 
if  any  irregularities  have  been  practised  contrarj'  to 
the  custom  of  the  army ;  but  I  cannot  find  by  any 
inquiries  that  I  have  been  able  to  make,  that  there 
have  been. 

I  have  ordered  a  sufficiency  of  officers  to  be  left  at 
Fort  Cumberland,  and  the  rest  to  repair  to  this  place, 
in  order  to  proceed  to  Fredericksburg,  agreeably 
to  your  Honor's  commands.  And  as  soon  as  the 
gentlemen  Associators  arrive  here,  1  shall  take  that 
place  in  my  way  to  Williamsburg,  to  settle  my 
accounts,  and  receive  more  money,  which  is  already 
scarce  with  me.  I  am  heartily  glad,  your  Honor  has 
fixed  upon  those  gentlemen  to  point  out  the  place  for 
erecting  of  forts,  but  am  sorry  to  find  their  motions 
»o  slow.'   The  summer  season  will  be  so  far  advanced. 


'  Tlii)  eamptny  ippean  (o  have  origlnitted  kmonfclhe  lawyers  and  the  attocU 
atjon  w  cnund  inio  on  M«]r  jd.  On  llic  Sih  the  governor  wrote  that  "  tb«M 
(CfUlcnea  will  mrch  from  north  lo  icuth,  with  youi  advice,  to  propoM  th« 
[ilOfl  placet  lo  erect  these  lorU."  They  then  numbered  about  one  hundred 
I  with  tbc  attomey  gcner*!,  I'ejturi  Kan<]»lph.  a(  their  lisaii.  Being  votun- 
Mcviag  U  ibeir  own  coat,  the  Governor  gnvc  them  no  ordcrt.  Thigr 
I  lowardiWlBchcater,  bui  the  alarm  tulibided  ticfore  they  hailaiioppor- 
tanily  of  putliD^  their  nurtUl  tpirit  lu  Iho  tral. 

Mr.  Robiitton.  the  tpciket.  ader  siring  notice  lo  Colonel  WMhington  of  th« 
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that,  if  we  meet  with  opposition  in  conducting  the 
work,  the  difficulties  and  delays  that  must  attend  the 
execution  cannot  be  described. 

It  gave  me  infinite  concern  to  fmd  the  Assembly 
had  levied  their  troops  until  December  only.  By  the 
time  they  shall  have  entered  into  the  service,  they 
will  claim  a  discharge.  To  get  the  least  smattering 
of  the  duty  they  cannot,  and  we  fmd  by  experience, 
that  our  poor  and  ragged  soldiers  would  kill  the 
most  likely  militia  in  five  days'  marching,  so  little  are 
the  latter  acquainted  with  fatigue.  Men  would  al- 
most as  soon  have  entered  the  service  for  seventeen 
months,  as  forseven,  and  in  that  time  I  am  convinced 
we  could  have  enlisted  them  all  upon  our  own  terms. 
As  it  is.  some  perhaps  may  be  got.  Pray  does  your 
Honor  approve  that  they  should.  One  of  those  would 
be  of  more  worth  than  two  of  the  others. 

ot]<:aniuttion  of  thu  companir  of  gentltmen  ToltiniMn,  added  : — "  TTie  Coondl 

and  House  of  Burgesses  have  sgTeeil  on  a  reprtsenlslion  lo  bib  MaJMljr.  in 
u'hidh  you  and  tli«  other  officers  lire  reram mended  to  his  Majesty's  favot.  Onr 
hopei.  dear  George,  nre  all  liied  on  you  for  bringing  oui  iffain  lo  a  happy 
i>»ue."  The  Governor  wrote  as  follows  to  Major-Goneral  Abercrombie,  May 
aSth: 

"  As  we  nre  lotd  the  Eail  of  I^udoun  is  lo  raise  thiee  regimenis  on  thiteoa- 
tinent,  on  (he  Rriliib  establishmenl.  I  dram't  vrntute  lo  (rouble  him  iEaiDe>li- 
B(cly  on  his  arrival  with  any  recommendations;  but.  good  Sir.  give  me  Scare  lo 
pray  your  interest  with  his  Lordship  in  favor  of  Colonel  George  Wathington. 
who,  I  will  vcnlure  (o  tay.  is  a  %-ery  deserving  gentleman,  and  has  from  the 
beginning  commanded  the  forces  of  this  dominion.  General  ltrad<lack  had  no 
high  an  esteem  Un  his  merit,  that  be  made  him  one  of  hit  aid-de-campt,  and.  U 
he  had  turvived.  I  believe  be  would  hnve  provided  handsomely  for  him  in  (be 
regulars.  He  is  a  pcnon  much  beloved  here,  and  he  has  gone  through  maof 
h.iidsbips  in  (he  service,  and  I  really  think  he  has  great  merit,  and  bcjiert  ht 
rnii  raise  more  men  here,  than  any  one  ptMenc  that  I  know.  If  Ms  Lordship 
will  be  to  kind  as  (a  promote  him  in  the  British  establishment.  I  think  he  vill 
ttnswer  my  recommendation." 
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Your  Honor  in  a  letter  of  the  —  ult  approved 
the  scheme  I  sent  down  for  forming  the  regiment  into 
two  battalions  of  twenty  companies,  (giving  the  field- 
officers  each  one,)  but  never  gave  any  directions  con- 
cerning the  appointment.  Nor  do  I  think  there  can 
be  any  plan  judiciously  concerted,  until  wc  know 
what  number  of  forts  are  to  be  built  upon  our  fron- 
tiers, as  the  number  of  our  companies  must  in  a  great 
measure  depend  upon  the  divisions  of  the  regiment. 
As  the  case  now  stands,  there  are  several  vacancies 
in  the  regiment,  and  I  have  but  one  blank  commis- 
sion. Though,  if  I  had,  I  should  not  think  it  pru- 
dent  to  fill  up  more,  until  matters  are  a  little  better 
regulated. 

At  this  place  I  have  begun  the  fort  according  to 
your  orders,  and  found,  as  little  of  the  matter  as  I 
know  myself,  that  the  work  would  not  be  conducted, 
if  I  was  away,  which  was  one  among  many  reasons, 
that  detained  me  here."  I  have  also  ordered  Captain 
Stewart,  who  commands  at  Conococheague,  to  fortify 
that  place  as  well  as  he  can,  with  the  tools  he  can  pro- 
cure, and  shall  endeavour  in  all  things,  so  far  as  I  am 
capable,  to  act  for  the  best 

Mr.  Dick,  (who  is  just  returned  from  the  north- 
ward.) says,  there  are  orders  for  drawing  out  all  the 
ammunition  and  other  stores  that  belong  to  the  train 
at  Fort  Cumberland,  and  to  send  them  immediately 
round  to  New  York.  I  have  thought  it  expedient  to 
give  your  Honor  the  earliest  advice  that  you  may 
order  accordingly ;  for  should  this  be  done,  it  will 

•Thb  tort.  buiU  %\  Wmcbe»ter,  wai  cilled  Fori  Loudono. 
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leave  that  place  entirely  defenceless,  and  stop  the 
source  that  can  supply  us  otherwise.  I  have  gfiven 
Colonel  Stephen  previous  notice  of  it,  and  have  de- 
sired he  will  work  on  the  conductor  of  the  train,  (In 
whose  care  it  is  left,)  to  have  the  forts  of  Ashby, 
Cockes  &c..  plentifully  furnished,  before  such  an  order 
arrives.'     1  am,  &c 


4 


TO  GOVERNOR  DINWIDDIE. 

WiNciiKSTBR.  as  J""*,  IJS6> 

HoNBLE.  Sir, 

I  doubt  not  but  your  Honor  will  be  as  much  sur- 
prised, as  I  have  been  concerned  and  vexed,  at  nx^^ 
stay  here.  ^| 

When  I  left  Williamsburg,  I  did  it  with  a  design 
to  proceed  with  the  utmost  expedition  to  Fort  Cum- 
berland. In  order  thereto  I  arrived  at  Fredericks- 
burg to  dinner,  the  day  after  I  left  your  Honor,  at 
■one  o'clock,  and  gave  the  officer,  posted  at  that  place, 
a  list  of  such  tools  as  were  wanted  to  build  the  chain 
of  forts,  and  ordered  they  might  be  sent  by  a  wagon, 
pressed  for  that  purpose,  immediately  to  Winchester, 

'  "  The  Assembly  have  tesolved  i)ib1  iheir  (roops  shall  not  much  out  of  tbi 
•cdonf.  Whtthcr  ihis  is  binding  on  ih«  whole,  or  only  ihe  drafts,  I  know  not 
and  therefore  1  would  not  tdviie  your  EOing  into  Maryland,  unless  it  1:e  to  pro- 
cure some  manifest  sdvamage  to  Virginia,  in  keeping  (he  enemy  out  of  it,  &c. 
To  range  fur  and  search  them  in  another  province  I  cannot  think  coiuiilent 
with  (he  inlention  of  the  Assembly.  Nor  is  it  the  design  of  the  Aiunihly  ot 
Governor,  as  the  men  are  laiseil  solely  for  the  defence  of  the  Colony,  and  net 
acting  in  conjunction  with  other  corps,  that  Governor  Sharpe,  or  his  olScen, 
ahou'd  hnvE  any  conneciion  with  ihem.  Vou  are  thcretoie  to  pay  no  i^srd  tfl 
any  orders  that  you  may  receive  (rora  him,  or  any  other  than  the  governor  ol 
Virginia,  myself,  or  your  superior  officers  in  the  Virginia  Reg'nKnt^"— '* 
-Captain  Kabtrt  SIniiart.  a  June,  1756. 
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to  which  place  I  repaired  to  get  ever)*  thing  in  readi- 
ness, and  wait  their  coming  to  escort  them  to  Fort 
Cumberland, 

After  I  had  been  here  two  or  three  days  1  received 
a  letter  enclosing  a  list  of  the  tools  from  the  officer. 
who  informed  me  that  he  had.  according  to  order, 
despatched  them  in  a  wagon,  hired  for  that  purpose ; 
for  which  wagon  I  have  been  waiting  with  the  greatest 
impatience  and  uneasiness  imaginable.  How  to  ac- 
count for  this  delay  I  am  quite  at  a  loss  (as  I  am 
certain  they  were  sent)  unless  the  wagoner  has  lost 
his  horses  or  run  off  with  the  wagon  and  contents. 

I  thought  it  needless  to  proceed  without  them,  as 
nothing  can  be  done  for  want  of  tools,  I  have  sent 
two  or  three  expresses  to  hurry  them  on,  and  shall 
make  no  delay  when  they  arrive.  I  intend  to  take 
the  advice  of  a  council  of  war,  (when  I  arrive  at  Fort 
Cumberland,)  about  the  line  on  which  these  forts  are 
to  be  erected,  &c.  and  shall  visit  all  the  ground  that 
I  conveniently  can,  and  direct  the  building. 

It  is  a  work,  that  must  be  conducted  tedious  for 
these  reasons,  vizt.,  the  scarcity  of  tools,  smallness  of 
our  numbers,  and  want  of  conductors.  The  strength  of 
our  forces  will  not  admit  of  many  divisions,  because, 
in  that  case,  each  party  may  probably  be  demolished. 
We  can,  therefore,  only  attempt,  with  such  men  as 
can  be  drawn  out  of  the  garrisons  already  established, 
to  build  fort  after  fort,  and  not,  by  attempting 
too  many  at  a  time,  thereby  run  the  risk  of  having 
the  whole  demolished.  To  go  on  in  the  manner 
above  mentioned  must  be  extremely  tedious,  unless 
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your  Honor  will  be  pleased  to  put  the  militia  that  are 
upon  our  southern  frontiers  under  the  command  of 
Captain  Hog,  and  order  them  to  begin  on  the  Mayo 
River,  and  proceed  in  their  building  until  they  meet 
our  parties,  who  will  advance  to  the  southward.  1 
can  point  out  no  other  method  at  present  to  expedite 
this  necessary  work.  If  your  Honor  approve  this 
scheme,  and  will  let  me  know  by  express,  1  shall 
despatch  another  to  Captain  Hog,  to  inform  him 
thereof,  and  shall  enclose  him  such  a  plan,  as  the 
whole  will  be  directed  by.  Your  Honor's  orders  Iff 
the  militia,  and  indeed  to  the  inhabitants  of  those 
parts,  to  assist  with  their  advice  in  fixing  upon  the 
places,  and  with  their  labor  in  foru-arding  the  work, 
must  be  absolutely  ncccssarj'. 

Your  Honor  never  gave  mc  a  decisive  answer  toa 
question  I  asked,  about  giving  the  field-ofhcers  com- 
panies. For  which  reason  I  have  presumed  to  re- 
peat it  again,  because  there  are  two  companies  now 
vacant,  by  the  death  of  Captain  John  Mercer,  and 
the  resignation  of  Captain  Savage,  and  should  cither 
be  given  to  the  field-officers,  or  oldest  lieutenants. 
There  is  no  advantage  can  possibly  arise  to  the  6dd- 
officers  by  having  companies,  (but  trouble  there 
certainly  will)  as  they  are  allowed,  1  suppose,  the 
same  pay  now,  as  though  they  had. 

The  only  reason  that  urges  me  to  repeat  it  ts 
because  I  look  upon  this  to  be  a  singular  instance  to 
the  contrary,  and  running  the  country  to  the  adr 
ditional  expense  of  three  supernumerary  captains. 

Two  hundred   and   forty-six  drafts  arc  the  total 
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number  brought  in,  out  of  which  number  several 
have  deserted.  Three  were  discharged,  being  quite 
unfit  for  service,  (and  indeed  several  more  ought  to 
be,  if  men  were  not  so  scarce,)  and  there  remain  now 
ID  confinement  six  Quakers,  who  will  neither  bear 
arms,  work,  receive  provisions  or  pay,  or  do  any 
thing  that  tends,  in  any  respect,  to  self-defence.  1 
should  be  glad  of  your  Honor's  directions  how  to 
proceed  with  them.'  I  cannot  yet  return  to  your 
Honor  the  names  of  the  volunteers,  that  will  be 
appointed  to  the  vacancies,  but  as  soon  as  I  arrive  at 
Fort  Cumberland  shall  acquaint  you  according  to 
request. 

Governor  Sharpe  is  building  a  fort  on  Potomac 

River,   about   fifteen   miles  above    Conococheague, 

which  may  be  of  great  service  towards  the  protection 

of  our  people  on  that  side.     It  is  thought  the  fort  will 

'   cost  the  province  of  Maryland  near  thirty  thousand 

.  pounds,  before  it  is  finished.'     I  am,  &c.* 

I       *  **  If  the  (U  Qiuker*  will  not  figbl  you  must  compel  ihgni  to  work  on  lh« 
I  forts,  to  nny  tmibet,  &c. ;  if  tb«7  will  not  do  [to]  confine  them  with  a  ihott 
I  kUowaace  o(  bread  >nd  water,  illl  you  bting  them  tu  tcawn." — Ditmriddir  la 
Wathinglfa,  Junt,  17S6. 

*  On  the  ume  da/  he  wrote  the  Goremor: — "  I  wis  in  h«pe  that  by  fat- 
I  *iaonin|  liie  (orii  uith  pait  of  the  iniUiia,  we  should  have  heen  able  to  have 
I  ■noBtciml  ■  greain  number  of  aoldien  10  work  upon  Ihe  forlt  Ihai  ace  to  be 
I  Itvill.     But  I  am  under  the  grealel  apprebensiont  thai  all  who  we  now  up  will 

ttcKit.     They  £o  dR  in  twentiex,  and  all  threaten  to  lelutn.  if  they  %i<  nol 

I  *vIivT«4  In  a  TCTy  ihort  time  or  discharged.   ...    If  they  should  go,  m  I  *np- 

'  po*e  they  will,  we  ahoU  aeaiQ  be  much  exposed  to  all  eneunioni,  and  eannol 

'   ^efead  *o  cxteniive  a  frontier."   TheGoTcrnor  replied  :  "  I  am  really  ashamed 

of  tba  d«il4rdly  pusillanfmou'i  spirits  of  Ihe  people  in  general  in  this  lime  of 

dsMger,  and  wc  tnuil  depend  much  more  on  the  protection  of  Heaven  than  the 

■oeond  ncwit  eapreled  from  u>  by  God." 

*  The  Gorcmor  and  Aiiembly  of  Maryland  had  come  at  last  lo  a  temporaij 
reeonalialion  of  their  diSerencea.  to  far  •»  lo  afjree  In  a  bill  for  railing  (orly 
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TO  CAPTAIN    WAGGENER. 

FOKT  CUHSSUAKD,  \%  \t!tj,  I7S6. 

Sir, 

The  companies  of  the  Virginia  Regiment  are  com-j 
pleted   to  an  equal   number,  except    yours,   which, 
through  mistake  of  the  returns,  is  not.     But  as  I  ex- 
pect more  men  every  minute,  you  shall  be  immedi- 
ately completed.  H 

As  you  have  on  command  with  you  several  men  of 
other  companies,  the  officers  have  received  orders  to 
apply  to  you  for  them,  and  you  must  deliver  them 
up.  I  desire  you  will  send  James  Campbell,  the 
Drummer,  by  the  first  escort  that  comes  to  Win 
Chester. 

From  the  great  confidence  I  repose  in  your  dili^ 
gence,   I    have   appointed   you    to  a  command,  on 
which  much  depends ;  and  I  doubt  not  you  will  sedB 
the  work  carried  on  with  expedition.     And  I  must 
particularly  recommend  it  to  you  to  keep  up  a  strict 
command,  both  over  officers  and  men,  as  you  will  be_ 
answerable  for  any  delays  or  neglect  which  may  hap4 
pen  for  want  of  due  discipline  ;  and  I  would  not  wish 
your  good  nature  should  occasion  you  to  overlook  a 
fault  in  an  officer,  who  may  be  your  best  friend. 


Jie 

1 


,nwb3| 


thousand  pounds  (oc  hit  Majesi)'*s  s«rvk«.    0(  this  mm  devert 

pounds  were  lo  be  approprUtcd  to  hujlding  a  Tod  on  ihc  (lOiitlcts, 
nol  beyond  the  North  Muunliiii  ;  and  twenty  .five  thousand  for  i;aiiyiii2  on  txf 
expedition  foi  the  public  service,  in  which  the  other  coloniu  mi^ht  Join.  B7 
the  same  act  the  Governor  was  authoriicd  to  nise  two  hundred  oieu.  lobe  cat^H 
ployed  in  constructing  the  torL — A<tt  0/  Aiitnily  fasitd  im  May.  /7j6.-^B 
McMahon'i  J/iilery  ef  Alatylaud,  vol.  i.,  p,  30J, — The  (ort  »»i  called  Fo>t 
Frsderic,  It  was  b  work  of  coiisidertible  magnitude,  situated  on  an  tniaenc* 
about  five  hundred  yards  from  the  PotoiDOC  River,  of  a  quadiBii|[ukr  fann.  and 
constructed  of  durable  mmeclfll.s. 
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As  I  am  informed  by  the  people  who  met  me  at 
Pcarsalls,  that  there  is  a  fort  now  kept  by  the  country 
people,  about  twenty  miles  from  your  upper  one,  in 
a  proper  place  ;  if,  upon  arriving  there  you  find  it 
viil  do  with  a  little  alteration  or  amendment,  I 
would  have  you  take  it  in  behalf  of  the  countr)', 
leave  men  to  garrison  it.  and  so  proceed  on  to  the 
next  place.  When  you  arrive  there,  you  may  get 
^  the  timbers  ready,  and  by  that  time  I  shall  send 
^  a  plan  of  the  kind  of  forts  I  would  have  you 
build. 

The  people  whom  I  have  conversed  with  on  the 
subject,  seem  to  think  there  will  be  no  difficulty  in 
providing  provisions  for  the  men.  I  would  have  you 
Iptovide  for  these  in  the  same  manner  you  have 
hitherto  done  for  your  own  company  ;  and  whatever 
Miers  you  give  on  that  account  shall  be  duly  hon- 
'flrad.  I  would  have  you  from  time  to  time  transmit 
nie  an  account  of  all  occurrences. 

The  governor  has  ordered  the  militia  to  be  dis- 
cha(|;ed  as  soon  as  harvest  is  over,  since  they  are  so 
unwilling  to  continue  until  December ;  and  should 
you  march  on  with  all  the  men  to  building  these  forts, 
't  might  give  the  inhabitants  uneasiness,  and  raise 
complaints  to  be  left  unguarded.  I  would,  therefore, 
desire  you  to  leave  small  parties  at  proper  places  to 
teep  them  quiet  and  easy,  in  case  you  see  occasion 
foriL 

If  you  have  occasion  for  more  ammunition,  you 
must  send  to  Fort  Cumberland  for  what  you  want. 
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INSTRUCTIONS    FOR  CAPTAIN    PETER   HOa  M 

Sir.  ^ 

As  the  Assembly  has  voted  a  chain  of  Forts  to  be  built  on  llie 
Frontiers,  the  Governor  has  ordered  out  the  Militia  of  Augutta  to 
KAwX  you  in  creeling  them,  and  it  was  determined  in  a  Council  of 
War  held  at  Fort  Cumberland,  agreeable  to  ihe  Governor's  orders, 
that  you  should  have  the  care  of  constructing  them,  "  and  ihit 
you  should  receive  directions  to  Build  at  or  about  so  or  30  mDcs 
distance,  as  the  situation  of  the  Country  requires,  or  Ground  vill 
permit,  and  to  have  particular  regard  to  the  Body  of  Inhabitant! 
to  be  defended,  and  the  passes  most  frequented  by  the  Enemy, 
and  that  Capt.  Hog  begin  to  build,  observing  the  above  consid- 
erations, to  the  Southward  of  Fort  Dinwiddie,  extending  the 
Line  towards  Mayo  River  as  directed  by  the  Assembly." 

You  are,  therefore,  as  soon  as  possible,  to  proceed  to  Augu«ti 
Court-house  and  consult  with  the  Comanding  Officers,  and  - 
others  of  that  County,  and  fall  upon  the  most  expeditiout 
methods  to  raise  the  Militia,  with  which  and  your  own  Com- 
pany, except  about  30  private  which  you  are  to  leave  under  the 
Command  of  Lt.  Bullet,  at  Fort  Dinwiddie,  and  set  immediaid)' 
upon  that  Duty,  taking  Care  to  observe  the  orders  herewith  sent 
you  by  his  Honor,  the  Governor,  and  to  draft  tbe  best  Work  moi 
to  take  with  you. 

If  you  are  apprehensive  that  tl)e  Enemy  will  annoy  you,  and 
endeavour  to  obstruct  your  erecting  these  Forts,  You  are  first  '" 
proceed  to  tlie  place  which  shall  be  judged  most  convenient  fot 
the  defence  of  the  Inhabitants,  and  Erect  your  first  Fort  there— ^b 
if  not — proceed  as  first  directed.  ^^ 

You  are,  while  upon  this  Work,  to  keep  out  constant  coveting 
parties,  and  above  all  things  guard  against  a  surprise. 

I  have  sent  you  herewith  a  plan  of  the  kind  of  Forts  you  are  to 
build,  which  you  must  follow  exactly. 

The  men  drafted  from  your  Company  for  this  command' 
receive  double  pay  for  every  day  they  work,  which  you  ate  to  I* 
exact  in  taking  account  of,  'Tis  the  Same  that  "s  allowed  the  sol- 
diers here  who  work,  and  the  Militia  will  receive  6d,  extra  for 
every  day  they  work.  Both  Soldiers  and  Militia  here  arc  col- 
tented  with  this  allowance. 


re  to 
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I  hope  your  own  Company,  with  the  Addition  of  the  Militia, 
nil  b«  of  sufficient  force  to  conduct  this  work,  but  lest  dividing 
yx)\u  Men  may  subject  your  seperated  partys  to  the  insult  of  the 
Enemy,  1  would  have  you  keep  in  a  Body  and  Build  Fort  after 
Foit,  leaving  Garrisons  in  them  from  15  to  30  men  under  com- 
mand of  a  sub  or  Trusty  Sergeant. 

As  the  difficulty  of  gelling  Tools  in  these  pans  ia  not  easily  to 
be  conceived,  I  would  advise  you  to  pursue  tlie  same  metliods  in 
Augusta  that  I  have  done  Here,  vizt:  to  get  of  the  Inhabitants, 
giving  receipts  for  the  Quantity  and  Sorts  of  Each,  and  paying 
for  the  use.  aiw  the  damage  and  Lobs,  if  any  is  sustained,  but  to 
boy  would  be  best ;  if  this  you  can  do,  take  particular  care  of  the 
•hole  you  receive. 

Given  under  my  hand,  at  Winchester,  list  of  July,  1756.' 


TO  CAPTAIN    STEWART. 

WmcnssTBR,  31  July.  1756. 


Herewith  I  enclose  you  two  plans  of  the  kind  of 
Forts  that  are  intended  to  be  built — One  of  the 
fround-work,  the  other  of  the  houses  and  all  con- 
i^eniences, — with    such    directions    that   I   think  it 

•  *•  There  ii  a  pait  ol  your  tcnaiting  «ccompl  which  much  utotiish«i  me,  tnd 
!  tboncht  yoD  aor  no  officer,  wlio  vBlned  hU  chancier,  would  h»e  pTtmimed  lo 
nve  doiM  Mcb  a  thtn^.  ■*  l>e  B>u«t  tie  ccriain  il  woiilil  appear  as  a  palpable 
tuul  ia  Una.  Three  men  were  enliilcd  here  by  Sergeant  V/ilper :  be  received 
MXh  BiOBcy  and  prorition  from  me  for  carrying  Ihem  up  to  )^u,  and  ■)  ihal 
iftcrwanJi  appealed  inaalBcienl,  bail  a  farther  allowance  made.  And  nil]  jron 
liter  that  presume  to  charge  eight  pence  per  dicin  for  Ihcii  rabuilcnc«  'till  they 
here  dcllrered  (o  yon  ?  Did  you  pay  a  (arihlnK  en  that  account  7  And  <1u  jron 
tol  know  (be  eight  pennies  were  allowed  the  offieen  tor  the  eipence  of  main- 
^ainc  ajtd  oaarching  their  iccmiti  lo  Ihe  rendeivoui  ?  Von  have  been  paid 
Ibcas  !•■  BODtlit  for  a  fiiU  cAmpany,  and  by  your  returns,  have  never  been 
Beoplelc  I  have  initniciioni  lo  allow  for  no  men  but  ihoic  prtsenl.  There- 
t«(C,  1  hope  you  will  aCEOunt  (or  all  the  non-edeclive  money  you  have  received, 
by  iIm  nnt  opportually,  agreeable  lo  your  returns." — Tt  Coflotn  Htg,  11 
I7S&. 
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impossible  for  you  to  err  if  you  will  attend 
Enclosed  you  will  also  receive  a  list  of  such 
I  have  been  able  to  procure,  with  which  and  such  is 
you  may  get  of  the  inhabitants  by  borrowing,  hiring 
and  buying,  you  must  be  content  These  must  be 
put  in  the  hands  of  the  best  tradesmen,  and  most 
laborious  workmen  ;  who  will  receive  six-pence  extra 
ordinary  pay  for  every  day  they  work,  an  account 
whereof  must  be  kept  (exactly)  by  yourself  and  offi- 
cers. The  men  that  remain  after  the  workers  art 
draughted,  must  act  as  covering  parties,  to  prevent 
surprizes,  against  which  you  must  carefully  guard. 
It  is  impossible  for  me  to  fix  upon  the  identical  piece  < 
of  ground  to  erect  this  fort  on.  Therefore,  I  shall 
confine  you  to  the  most  convenient  spot,  between  the 
mouth  of  Sleepy  Creek  and  Barracks,  which  you  will 
make  choice  of,  with  the  approbation  of  your  oflicers. 
There  is  a  hill  which  overlooks  Boyle's  field  and  ex- 
tensive country  round  that  may  be  made  infinitely 
strong,  and  will  answer  the  purpose  well,  if  it  is  not 
too  high  and  inaccessible.  This  you  must  examine  into. 

I  have  too  great  an  opinion  of  your  good  sense  and 
discretion  to  think  you  need  any  admonition  to  in- 
duce you  to  a  diligent  discharge  of  your  dut)'.  You 
see  our  situation,  know  our  danger,  and  bear  witness 
of  the  people's  sufferings,  which  are  sufficient  excite- 
ments to  a  generous  mind.  ^| 

As  many  things  will  occur  that  I  cannot  possibly 
direct  in,  let  the  interest  of  the  service  and  your  own 
prudence,  assisted  by  the  advice  of  the  officers  undo 
your  command,  be  your  direction.  This  instant  I 
received  yours  of  yesterday's  date,  and  am  extremely 
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sorry  that  the  Indians  have  visited  us  at  this  critical 
juncture  of  harvesting,  especially  as  it  will  prevent 
your  proceedings  in  the  operations  ordered.  As  your 
conduct  must  be  guided  by  the  movements  and  num- 
bers of  the  enemy,  I  will  not  lake  upon  me  to  order 
positively  zt  this  distance,  but  recommend  it  to  you  to 
consult  your  officers  on  all  occasions,  and  act  by  their 
advice.  If  you  can  learn  from  good  intelligence,  that 
their  numbers  are  great  and  motions  designed  for 
Virginia,  endeavor  to  give  the  inhabitants  notice  that 
they  may  lodge  their  women  and  children,  and  assist 
i^inst  the  enemy. 

If  you  find  they  are  only  flying  parties  of  the  In- 
dians, I  would  advise  the  settlers  by  no  means  to 
neglect  their  harvest,  as  their  whole  support  depends 
Qpon  it,  and  your  assistance  to  get  it  in. 

I  must  order  above  all  things  that  you  will  send 
out  small  parties,  or  rather  single  persons,  as  spies 
every  day,  up  and  down  the  river  for  a  number  of 
■  miles,  to  see  if  they  can  make  any  discover^'  of  the 
enemy's  crossing.  I  have  sent  you  two  barrels  of 
powder,  and  four  boxes  of  ball.  As  to  cartridge  paper, 
1  neither  have  nor  can  get  any  upon  no  terms.  You 
Imust  get  horns  and  pouches,  if  you  send  over  the  neigh- 
'torhood  for  them.  Transmit  me  constant  accounts 
lof  the  enemy,  if  they  continue  in  your  neighborhood. 


TO   GOVERNOR   DINWIDDIE. 

WlKCHBSTBR.  4  AagnM,  IJ56. 


HoNBLE.  Sir, 

Giving  the  necessary  orders  and  directions,  about 
the  chain  of  forts  to  be  built  on  the  frontiers,  has 
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kept  mc  $o  closely  employed,  that  I  could  not  write 
fully  to  your  Honor  until  this.  But  I  have  got  that 
trouble  now  pretty  well  off  ray  hands,  as  I  have 
despatched  orders,  plans,  and  tools  to  all  the  officers 
appointed  to  that  duty. 

By  the  enclosed  proceedings  of  a  council  held  at 
Fort  Cumberland,  you  will  see  our  determination, 
there  and  where  it  is  necessary  to  erect  the  forts. 
Although  we  have  not  kept  strictly  to  the  act  of 
Assembly,  I  hope  it  will  be  overlooked,  as  I  am 
sensible  that  this  will  be  the  best  chain  that  can 
possibly  be  erected  for  the  defence  of  the  people, 

and  that  the  Assembly  aimed  at  that,  but,  being  un 

acquainted  with  the  situation  of  the  country,  hac^HI 
fallen  into  an  error.'  Agreeable  to  this  council  thf — -■ 
chain  is  ordered  to  be  built. 

'  Th«  foliowing  exiraci  (ram  the  Onttrfy  Beak,  itsaed  tn  geoenl  orders  bj  tl 
CommMidet  iwo  days  (tier  he  ttached  Fori  CumberUnd,  will  show  iImi  be  ei 
(oiced  rigid  rules  of  discipline  : — 

"  Colonel  Wssliiiigtoti  has  observed,  thai  the  men  of  his  rrgiment  uv 
profane  and  reprobate.     He  tikes  Ihis  opportunity  of  informing  thcra  of 
groat  displeasure  al  such  practices,  and  assures  them,  if  Ihcy  do  nut  Irarc  (lie 
off.  tbey  ihsll  he  severely  punished.     Tlie  olSceri  are  desired,  if  they  hew  i^H 
man  swear,  or  mske  use  of  an  oath  or  execration,  to  order  (he  offender  twenty 
five  lashes  immediately,  wilhoul  a  court-martial,     For  the  second  offence,  tb^ 
will  be  more  severely  punished." 

To  a  captain  he  >1^  wrote,  about  the  same  lime  ; — "Your  suffering  so' 
vlainors  among  the  men  argues  very  great  remissneis  in  you.  I  imagined  jm^^^^' 
being  put  there  over  them  was  partly  with  an  intent  to  kMp  them  quiet  t^^  ^ 
passive,  bul  this  express,  sent  purely  lo  humor  ihem,  would  Indicate  thai  ^ — """■ 
are  afraid  to  do  your  duly.  Let  nie  tell  you,  in  your  own  wordi,  that  "  1  i^^^**" 
very  much  surprised '  at  Ihe  contents  of  your  letter,  nritlen  in  »u<b  «  comman^^*^ 
ing  slyle.  And  your  demands  were  so  express  and  peremptory,  thai  the  dir^^^*'^ 
lion  was  llie  only  thing,  which  gave  me  the  least  room  to  suapecl  it  could  " 

written  to  any  but  John  Roe.  or  tome  other  of  your  menial  servants. 

"  I  am  sorry  to  find  your  conduct  so  disagreeable  lo  all  Ihc  olficen.  as  "* 

occasion  two,  who  «««  appointed  to  youi  company,  to  resign.    I  must  llie^^=^ 


ft 
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Your  Honor,  by  the  enclosed  rolls  of  the  com- 
panies, may  see  their  present  establishment ;  and  I 
send  you  a  copy  of  their  former  one,  agreeable  to 
your  orders,  together  with  the  number  of  drafts  from 
each  county  delivered  at  Fredericksburg.  But  many 
of  them  deserted  on  their  march  to  this  place,  and 
after  their  arrival  here ;  so  we  are  short  of  that  num- 
ber now.  What  remain,  are  divided  among  the 
companies,  to  make  them  equal. 

Captains  Hog  and  Waggener's  rolls  1  cannot  yet 
send,  as  they  are  not  come  to  hand. 

The  two  vacant  companies,  Captain  Savage's  and 
the  late  John  Mercer's,  as  I  had  your  Honor's  appro- 
bation for  the  field  officers  having  companies,  are 
disposed  of  to  Colonel  Stephen  and  myself.  The 
next  vacancy  the  Major  must  fill. 

I  am  very  glad  your  Honor  intends  to  order  the 
drafts  now  to  be  made  to  be  sent  here.  Prince  Wil- 
liam, Fairfax  and  Culpeper,  are  more  convenient  to 
this  place  than  Fredericksburg.  Then  their  being 
ordered  here  saves  a  ninety  miles  march. 

I  make  no  doubt,  that  your  Honor  has  ere  this 

for*  dcalM  foB  will  act  elmniipMtljr,  m  I  kunre  yon,  If  I  b«ve  My  }ntt  com- 
plMSto  nude  ■eoioit  you,  you  may  •xpecl  to  atiiwer  th»m." 

Apin,  toanoUierckptuii  he  irrolc: — "  Vou  ok  now  to  aequkini  Mr.  Lemon 
that  h*  It  ta  itmiin  >l  hit  Tort,  and  acl  ai  lieuienant  In  Ihc  Kanger>.  iinlil 
(onhet  orden.  and  wh«n  ha  hat  rttired  from  M.i'.  h«  mny  seek  a  lenice  which 
be  raore  prefcn.  lince  he  hu  rediMd  my  offer.  Tell  him.  alio,  not  lo  ttii  fiom 
tfcWBI  *X  hli  peril,  nnill  h«  hu  leave  ;  \i  he  (!oe>,  1  oil)  arrcut  hlni  (or  <IiM- 
bedieaoe  of  orden,  and  try  him  lu  loon  u  he  atrivri  here." 

'*  Kotwithxlandlnir  there  hsve  been  oiden  given  Ihal  no  man  ihould  cut  oil 

rbii  hair,  the  Colooci  hai  obnrved  llut  tome  of  them  have  acted  contrary  to 
Umk  ordcn.    He  derirei  the  officen  wiU  take  notice  of  chose  penon*  and  con- 
tbom.' 


^_lMt 
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heard  of  the  defeat  of  Lieutenant  Rutherford'  of  the 
Rangers,  escorting  an  express  to  me  at  Fort  Cumber- 
land, and  of  the  dastardly  behaviour  of  the  militia, 
who  ran  off  without  one  half  of  them  having  dis- 
charged their  pieces,  altho  they  were  apprised  of  the 
ambuscade  by  one  of  the  flanking  partys,  before  the 
Indians  fired  upon  them  ;  and  ran  back  to  Ashby's 
Fort,  contrary  to  orders,  persuasions,  threats,  &c 
They  are  all  ordered  in,  as  soon  as  the  people  have 
secured  their  harvest.  Those  of  King  George  and 
Caroline  counties  are  already  here.  The  rest  I  ex- 
pect shortly.  Through  "Cix^  passive  behaviour  of  their ^ 
officers  they  have  been  ver)*  refractory.  ^| 

Captain  Stewart's  troop  has  for  these  twelve  months 
past,  and  must  still  continue  to  do  duty  on  foot  Their 
pay  is  very  great.  I  should  be  glad  of  your  Honor's 
orders  in  regard  to  them,  whether  they  are  to  be  con- 
tinued. I  think  with  the  number  of  men  we  havej^ 
there  is  but  a  poor  prospect  of  finishing  our  forts  in 
time,  and  a  much  worse  of  defending  our  frontiers 
properly,  and  I  would  be  glad  some  expedient  could^ 
be  fallen  upon  to  augment  it  ^| 

There  is  an  act  of  Parliament  to  allow  all  servants 
to  enlist,  and  the  owners  to  be  paid  a  reasonable  al- 
lowance for  them.  If  we  had  this  privilege,  we  could 
soon  complete  the  regiment ;  and  I  doubt  not  but 
his  Majesty  would  order  them  to  be  paid  for,  if  we 
enlisted,  as  soon  as  for  the  regulars  ;  nay,  should  he 

'  John  RulherfoKl,  of  prominence  in  New  Vork  where  he  had  been  a  mem- 
bet  o(  the  Council,  bad  coin«  lo  Virginj*  with  Ihe  Independent  compin;  in 
1754.  He  WIS  kderwRrds  n  mijot  in  lite  Koyal  Ainecic^ii  iruimcnl  *ad  wti 
killed  befurc  l'icondeio);a  in  1758. 
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not,  the  ten  pounds'  fine  through  the  country  would 
go  a  considerable  way  towards  it'  And  this  we  may 
depend  upon,  if  we  have  not  this  liberty  granted  us. 
the  servants  will  all  run  off  to  the  regular  officers, 
who  are  recruiting  about  us  ;  and  that  would  be  to 
weaken  our  colony  much,  when  it  could  receive  no 
immediate  benefit  from  it,  but  only  be  benefited  in  a 
general  way.    For  my  part,  1  see  no  other  expedient.* 

'  Ttie  act  of  Auembly  allowed  *  penon  drafted  lo  pay  /'■o  and  »cape  terv- 
kt.  Tha  tttuli  was  thui  iiiust  of  ihe  ttraftt  paid  tli«  line  and  <hc  compamet 
mnait>ed  unAlkd. 

*  Thii  [juMlion  o(  enliidni!  indenled  lervanu,  that  Is  immigrants  who  had 
hind  theiniclvn  out  for  a  term  of  yun  to  rtfinjr  llic  money  that  had  been  ad- 
Tan<ed  lor  their  piiia£e,  proved  a  knotty  prabtnn  lo  the  Colonies.  When 
compUliaf  the  recimenl)  after  BMddock's  defeitl,  the  iccnilttng  ofliccn  did 
Bot  heiilatc  ta  lake  such  urvants.  often  secretly  and  f^neially  without  making 
Kcoanpcase  to  the  mAtlen;.  In  Maryland  the  planiets  of  the  Eulern  shore 
w«(«  to  Incensed  by  tuch  acts  ihai  they  atiiick«d  the  recruiting  officers  and 
"  aome  blood  was  ipilt."  Shirley,  who  became  commandn-in-chief  after  Br»d- 
dMli'i  death,  though  he  could  cite  the  example  of  Mosiachuseits.  where  In- 
deitl*id  ifrrantt  h-id  been  itnprefled  foi  ^rrii'^iiini;  lite  frontier  fofli.  was  con- 
n<Ked  ol  its  impolicy  when  applied  to  the  Middle  Colonics.  The  Assembly 
ol  Peaiuylvaiua  eametlly  pn>tntc<l  a^ainit  the  practice. — Ptnn.  Col.  Rrrordt. 
«i"..  37.  And  Franklin  in  hit  draft  of  in^lrutlioni  (or  ihe  sgenlk  of  the  Colo. 
niea.  iiutanccd  it  as  one  of  the  i^ierancs  of  which  the  Province  had  cause  to 
complaiD.— ffj*rl(.  II.,  491,  491,  and  $13.  "  You  must  know  that  moil  of 
Uic  Mrrants  in  this  country  ace  more  patticulaily  Ihrir  m.itlcrv*  pfoperiy.  than 
they  ate  in  any  other  parts  of  his  Majesty**  dominions,  and  that  mutco  of 
lUCh  servants  will  eadly  itvi^a  their  Interoit  in  them  cannol.  I  think,  be  ea- 
pactcd," — J.  Riilout,  21)  July.  lyjC.  Pftm.  AnXiPtt,  II..  734.  In  Virginia 
nth  KmnU  were  expressly  exempted  from  military  duty,  but  slave*  appear 
la  have  bcM  taken.  "  I  think  it  wdl  be  adviuble  to  detain  both  mulaltoet 
*ad  n«(n>ia  In  your  company,  and  employ  them  at  Pionccn  or  Hatchelmtn." 
—It^asltiiigton  *  Htg.  i^  DecembcT.  ITSS. 

Wheo  l.ord  Londonn  succeeded  Govemoi  Shirley,  at  commander  of  the 
lotcea  >B  Anerica,  he  wu  empowered  to  raite  a  regiment  in  the  enliinica,  con- 
driing  of  fovi  balUlions,  to  be  commanded  by  ofTiceii  bearing  the  King** 
eewwiariow.  and  called  the  Ra/al  American  RtsimtitS.  He  was  authoriied, 
alao.  to  ealiil  s«rirants  of  the  above  drscriplion,  paying  10  their  tnailcrs  a 
(roper  compeiuaiion  for  the  time  they  had  yel   to  serve.     Recruiting  ufEoen 
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Now  your  Honor  sees  plainly  the  effect  the  act  of 
Assembly,  in  regard  to  the  drafts,  has  had,  and  how 
little  our  strength  has  been  augmented  by  that 
scheme,  and  in  three  or  four  months  we  shall  not  be 
the  better  for  them.  Then  they  are  to  be  dis- 
charged. 

I  am  confident,  if  we  had  authority  to  enlist  ser\'- 
ants,  the  regiment  would  have  been  complete  ere 
this,  and  with  little  trouble,  for  many  have  offered, 
and  many  have  been  discharged  after  enlisting.  Mr. 
Kirkpatrick  will  deliver  your  Honor  a  list  of  the 
preferments  in  my  Regiment,  with  the  dates  of  the 
ofificers  commissions.  There  are  five  or  six  more 
still  waiting.  Lieutenant  Stark  has  followed  Fra* 
zier's  example,  upon  the  like  occasion,  being  ap> 
pointed  to  Captain  Hog's  company, 

I  have  sent  Lieutenant  Bullet  to  relieve  Lieutenant 

were  now  employed  in  Virginia,  enlisting  mm  for  the  Reyal  Stgimtml,  uA 
interfered  esicntifllly  with  Ihc  enlistments  for  the  service  of  the  colony.  Tilt 
Governor  endeavored  10  prevail  on  the  Assembly  to  tlrafi  militia  (or  thU 
regiment,  but  without  saccess.  They  voted  eighl  thous-ind  pounds  to  he  pild 
for  enlisting  men,  uti  mnsporling  them  to  New  York. — Dinwiddle'*  Ltltrr^ 
Boot!. 

The  Matylind  Assembly  appropriated  five  thousand  pounds  to  aid  enlikt- 
menls  in  thai  colony  for  the  fteyal  Ktgiment.  and  resolved  to  raise  lhre«  hun- 
dred men,  A  bounty  was  given  not  exceeding  five  pounds  for  aich  man  en- 
listed, A  letter  was  received  by  the  Gtrtremor  from  Henry  Fox.  one  of  hi« 
Majesty's  principal  Secretaries  of  State,  directing  thai  the  compensation  to 
matters  for  enlisted  servants  should  be  paid  by  the  colony  ,  but  the  Assembly 
refused  to  comply  with  this  order  by  a  majority  of  more  than  two  to  one. — See 
Vein  and  Proeitdiagi  for  SrpliaihiT,  tJ^A. 

Governor  Dinwiddie  said  in  reply : — "  If  you  can  enlitt  serranti  i^eeably 
to  the  act  of  Parliament,  the  masters  of  such  servants  shall  be  paid  tor  the 
lime  they  have  10  serve  in  proportion  10  the  first  purchase,  but  I  think  yo« 
ahould  be  careful  not  to  enliit  any  coDvict*.  who  probably  may  be  factious  and 
b«4  esample*  to  the  othen." 


i. 
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McNeill,  whose  seniority  entitles  him  to  Captain 
Lieutenancy,  and  he  has  my  promise  when  a  vacancy 
happens  to  have  his  commission  antedated,  and  to 
take  his  proper  rank  in  the  regiment,  as  I  take  him 
to  be  a  very  diligent  good  officer,  and  as  he  was  over- 
looked in  the  promotions,  this  indulgence  has  been 
promised  him. 

I  could  wish  we  were  clear  of  Fort  Cumberland. 
It  takes  a  great  part  of  our  small  force  to  garrison  it, 
and  I  see  no  service  that  it  is  to  our  colony  ;  for 
since  the  Indians  have  drove  the  inhabitants  so  low 
down,  they  do  not  hesitate  to  follow  them  as  far  as 
Conococheag\ie  and  this  place.  There  have  been 
several  families  murdered  within  two  miles  of  the 
mouth  of  Conococheague,  on  the  Maryland  side, 
this  week ;  and  Fort  Cumberland  is  now  so  much 
out  of  the  way,  that  they  seldom  hear  of  those  things 
within  a  month  after  they  are  done.  Our  men  want 
many  necessaries,  until  the  arrival  of  their  regimen- 
tals, which  cannot  be  had  without  sending  to  Phila- 
delphia ;  and  the  great  loss,  we  shall  suffer  by  sending 
them  our  paper  money,  has  prevented  my  purchasing 
these  things,  until  the  men  are  almost  naked. 

I  should  be  glad  your  Honor  would  send  me  a  let- 
ter of  credit  to  Mr.  Allen,  or  some  person  there  ;  or 
gold  or  bills,  for  we  cannot  afford  to  put  up  with  the 
loss  of  sending  paper  money,  which  I  am  credibly 
informed,  may  be  bought  up  in  Philadelphia  for  fif- 
teen per  cent  their  currency  ;  so  that  the  least  we 
would  lose  by  that  traffic  would  be  ten  per  cent 

We  are  in  great  want  of  drums  here,  and  none  can 


3oa 


THE  WRITINGS  OF 


li7S 


be  bought     We  now  have  many  young  drummers 
learning  here,  so  I  must  beg  you  will  please  to  orde 
some  immediately  from  Williamsburg  to  us,  for 
cannot  do  without  them. 

The  rangers  are  still  paid  out  of  the  money  in  mj 
hands.  I  never  received  but  one  hundred  pounds 
from  Lord  Fairfax,  or  Colonel  George. 

Captain  Gist  has  some  accompts  against  the  Coun- 
try for  necessary  services.  I  doubt  not  your  Honor  will 
consider  the  justice  of  them,  and  assist  the  poor  maa^ 
In  the  affair,  as  he  is  put  to  great  inconveniences  for 
want  of  the  money,  has  been  obliged  to  advance  his 
own,  as  far  as  it  would  go,  and  people  to  whom  he 
owes  balances  upon  that  account  are  daily  threaten- 
ing him  with  suits. 

Captain  McNeill  writes  me  that  out  of  the  threej 
companies  of  rangers  on  the  frontiers  of  Augusta, 
which  ought  to  be  one  hundred  and  twenty  men, 
there  are  not  thirty.     I  hope  your  Honor  will  have 
that  affair  inquired  into. 

1  am  to  be  summoned  against  one  Napp  for  making' 
counterfeit  paper  money  here.      1   desire  your  direc- 
tions, whether  I  must  appear  or  not.     It  may,  per 
haps,  be  at  a  time  when  I  am  much  wanted  here. 

I  could  by  no  means  bring  the  Quakers  to  anj 
terms.     They  chose  rather  to  be  whipped  to  death' 
than  bear  arms,  or  lend  us  any  assistance  whatever 
upon  the  fort,  or  any  thing  of  self-defence.      Som< 
of  their  friends  have  been  security  for  their  appear-j 
ance,  when  they  are  called  for ;  and  I  have  releascdH 
them  from  the  guard-house  until   I  receive  furtherj 
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orders  from  your  Honour,  which  they  have  agreed  to 
apply  for.' 

I  am  informed  there  has  been  application  made  to 
your  Honor,  for  the  discharge  of  some  of  the  militia 
who  enlisted  here.  As  the  case  may  have  been 
represented  to  your  Honor  in  a  wrong  light  by  preju- 
diced persons,  I  shall  give  you  a  true  state  of  it,  from 
my  own  knowledge. 

After  the  militia  were  fixed  on  to  march  to  their 
different  posts,  it  was  common  for  twenty  or  more  to 
desert  of  a  night.  In  consequence  of  which  I  de- 
spatched the  militia  officers  with  what  remained,  and 
some  of  my  own  officers  in  pursuit  of  these  deserters, 
who  apprehended  seventeen  or  eighteen  of  them  and 
brought  them  to  town.  The  militia  had  then  marched. 
To  send  these  men  after  them  I  was  certain  would 
not  answer  ;  to  avoid  that,  was  the  cause  of  their  de- 
sertion. And  I  could  not  spare  men  to  send  an 
escort  with  them  to  their  different  parties ;  and  if  I 
had  let  them  pass  unpunished,  it  would  have  occa* 
sioned  all  the  militia  at  work  on  the  fort  to  desert. 
So  I  thought  it  most  advisable  to  punish  them,  to 
deter  the  rest,  and  prevent  a  second  fault  in  them, 
and  accordingly  ordered  them  twenty  lashes  each,  and 
then  intended  to  have  set  them  to  work  on  the  fort. 

When  they  had  marched  from  the  guard-house 
(where  several  had  enlisted  before  any  punishment 
was  ordered  them)  some  of  the  officers  applied  for 

*  "  A  great  bodr  o4  Qqaken  waited  on  me,  in  res*^  ^  ('>**''  (n«ii<I*  with 
JOB,  piajtng  itiey  nuj  not  be  whipped.  Um  ihem  with  Icnitj,  but  ai  they  mc 
it  ibtir  own  ci|>cntc  I  wmilil  have  ttinm  remain  u  long  at  (he  other  IJran^ti," 
■~DimwidMt,  19  Atig.,  I7S&. 
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money,  and  said  all  the  militia  would  enlist ;  which  I 
gave  them,  and  at  the  same  time  a  charge,  to  use 
unfair  means  or  threats,  which  they  engaged. 

!n  order  to  prevent  any,  I  sent  out  Captain  Mer- 
cer to  acquaint  them  with  my  charge  to  the  office 
and  to  tell  them,  that  if  any  unfair  means  had  been 
made  use  of  to  engage  them  to  take  the  money,  to 
declare  it,  and  they  should  be  allowed  to  return  it, 
and  further  be  acquainted  with  the  indulgence  allowed 
them  by  Act  of  Parliament ;  and  that  they  had  a 
right  to  return  the  money  within  twenty  four  hours, 
if  they  should  repent  of  what  they  had  done  in  that 
time.  They  a//  declared  their  willingness  to  enlist, 
said  no  unfair  means  had  been  made  use  of,  and  that 
it  was  better  to  enlist  at  once  than  to  be  subject  to 
be  draughted  every  week.  When  they  were  soldiers 
they  knew  what  to  depend  upon,  which  they  could 
not  before,  as  their  being  draughted  at  an  unreason- 
able time  might  ruin  them.  They  used  the  same 
arguments  again  to  Captain  Mercer,  when  he  read 
the  Articles  of  War  to  them  ;  and  he  again  repeated 
what  he  had  told  them  before  in  the  morning,  as  1  have 
been  assured  by  several  of  the  officers  then  present. 

The  men  have  always  appeared  well  satis5ed,  and 
never  have  made  the  least  complaint ;  nor  will  not,  I 
am  sensible,  if  they  are  not  persuaded  to  it  by  the 
people  below.  They  have  now  been  enlisted  upwards 
of  ten  weeks,  and  are  very  good  men,  upon  the  whole. 

I  dare  say  your  Honor  will  judge  the  men  to  be 
fairly  enlisted,  and  that  they  are  no  ways  entitled  to 
a  discharge,  which  will  be  applied  for  by  some  gentle- 
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men  below.  But  I  shall  take  your  Honor's  directions 
on  that  point. 

In  obedience  to  your  Honor's  commands  to  incor- 
porate the  rangers  into  the  regiment,  I  gave  furloughs 
to  the  Captains  (who  both  desired  it)  knowing  they 
wo!ild  oppose  any  measures  to  enlist  the  men  ;  and 
then  sent  some  of  my  officers  to  use  their  influence 
to  engage  the  men.  Their  success  I  have  not  yet 
heard  of,  but  should  be  glad  to  know  if  you  approve 
of  this  method,  or  will  direct  any  other.  As  rangers 
under  the  present  establishment,  they  are  of  no  use 
or  benefit  to  the  country.  This.  I  believe,  your 
Honor,  as  well  as  the  country,  have  long  since  been 
convinced  of. 

I  have  supplied  the  Nottoway  Indians  with  some 
necessaries,  and  have  allowed  them  to  take  their  arms 
with  them ;  but  they  have  received  no  pay,  and  say 
they  were  promised  a  bit'  per  day.  Captain  Tom 
has  promised  to  go  to  the  Tusks  with  a  speech  and 
wampum,  which  I  have  given  them.  He  says  they 
have  an  hundred  fighting-men  to  spare.  They  would 
be  a  great  assistance  to  us,  if  they  could  be  engaged 
to  come.* 

'  A  HB*II  pleo*  ot  tilvot,  probably  tii«  Spuiiih  eighth  ot  a  dollar,  or  twelve 
centi  nd  ■  ball. 

*  Tbc  JuKa/vnu  wete  >  Iribc  of  Indians  ariginally  settled  in  the  eoslern 
part  of  NMtb  Carolina.  In  Ijoo  Ihey  had  lillecn  lownt,  tontalninK  a  jiopitlii- 
tion  of  abool  4.00O  lonli.  Ten  jrean  tUet.  in  rctatution  (or  tocnc  iiijurics. 
thef  sttde  a  lavage  attack  upon  the  whiter,  which  ww  (cvercly  puniihcd. 
man)'  t<t  Ibe  Indian*  beiDc  told  at  sLarea.  even  in  (he  northern  coloiiiet. 
Broken  m  power,  they  allied  themielvci  with  the  Five  Nations,  makin)-  the 
uatli  nalkin.  In  i;]^,  accordiiiB  lo  a  Crencli  eiliniale,  they  numbered  250 
wiioa.  or  I.S50  MoU;  and  in  176]  Sir  William  Jahnion  pland  the  poipula- 
tioB  Bt  only  700. 
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Besides   the  men  on  the  rolls  sent   your  Honor, 
there  are  about  one  hundred  drafts,  not  disposed  o£; 
in  the  different  companies  which  are  at  work  on  thi 
fort,  and  garrisoning  some  of  the  country  forts. 

I  have  just  received  your  Honor's  letter  of  the  1 2th 
ultimo.  If  Mr.  Timberlake  will  enter  as  a  volunteer 
in  the  regiment,  and  wait,  as  others  have  done,  his 
turn.  1  shall  be  glad  to  serve  him.  But  I  cannot  pre- 
tend to  put  him  over  young  gentlemen  who  have 
served  some  months  at  their  own  expense,  waiting 
preferment,  without  orders  from  your  Honor ;  as  such 
things  have  caused  the  greatest  discontent  and  con- 
fusion in  the  regiment  already. 

1  observe  your  Honor's  proposal  to  Lord  Loudoun ' 
of  carrying  on  an   expedition  against  the  Ohio.     I 
have  always  thought  it  the  best  and  only  method  to  put 
a  stop  to  the  incursions  of  the  enemy,  as  they  would 
then  be  obliged  to  stay  at  home  to  defend  their  own 
possessions.     But  we  are  quite  unprepared  for  such 
an  undertaking.     If  it  is  fixed  upon,  now  is  the  time 
for  buying  up  provisions,  and  laying  them  in  at  th 
most  convenient  place.      The  Pennsylvania  butche 
are  buying  quantities  of  beef  here,  which  should  b 
put  a  stop  to,  if  we  are  to  march  towards  the  Ohia 
If  we  are  still  to  remain  on  the  defensive,  and  garri- 
son the  chain  of  forts,  provisions  must  be  laid  in  at     , 


*  "  Tbe  events  o<  the  ensuing  campaien,  in  which  Ui«  inlcml,  hiMonr,  ki 
aifeiy  of  Kit  Majcity's  .American  Dominions  ue  so  deeply  concerned  u«  in 
ihe  h«iirts  of  Provirtciiee  ;  bul  his  Majesty  u  fai  as  he  hns  been  ible  to  provide 
tor  the  success  oi  arms  by  (he  choice  of  a  gencial.  seems  to  have  <)oiie  ll  U  the 
appoinlmcnt  of  Itii;  Earl  of  \j:iv>Ao\xa."~~DHHk  Ualifai  It  iMt  CretmtTrf 
Pfnntyhianiti .  ii  May.  I7J6.  The  Eail  was  distinguiiheil  by  hiiincompeitncy 
and  wot  recalled  when  Pill  came  into  power. 
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each  of  them  ;  and  I  much  fear,  if  we  march  from  the 
frontiers,  all  the  inhabitants  will  quit  their  plantations. 
Your  Honor's  sentiments  and  orders  on  this  head 
will  be  ver)'  agreeable  to  me.  and  shall  be  punctually 
complied  with.  By  the  latest  advices  from  Augusta, 
it  is  thought  that  these  outrages  were  committed  by 
the  Cherokees.  Tliere  have  been  no  accounts  of  any 
thing  since  the  5rst  attempt ;  but  still,  I  think  it 
would  not  be  improper  to  keep  the  militia  on  the 
frontiers  to  oppose  a  second ;  and  if  your  Honor 
should  think  it  proper  to  order  them  to  assist  on  the 
forts  to  be  built  in  Augusta,  I  think  they  could  not 
belter  employ  their  lime. 


TO  JOHN    ROBINSON. 

WiNcHESTiia.  s  August,  ■7;6. 

Dear  Sir, 

I  hope  you  will  not  be  surprized  at  my  sudden 
demands  for  money,  nor  at  the  uncommon  length  of 
this  epistle. 

The  five  thousand  pounds  last  received  went  chief- 
ly in  paying  arrears  which  were  due  the  soldiers  for 
two  months  before  ;  discharging  sundry  accompts  for 
necessaries  for  the  regiment ;  with  many  other  things, 
as  will  appear  per  accompts.  And  the  disappoint- 
ments I  have  so  often  met  with  in  settling  my 
accompts  with  the  gentlemen  of  the  Committee,  and 
laying  sundry  matters  before  them  for  their  approba- 
tion, oblige  me  to  be  more  particular  and  prolix  in 
this  letter. 
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I  flatter  myself  that  my  accompts  will  appear  in  so 
clear  a  light  that  there  can  arise  no  scruple  in  the 
settlement,  and  that  they  may  be  adjusted  in  as  full 
and  distinct  a  manner  by  Mr.  Kirkpatrick,  as  if  I 
were  present  myself.  There  were  some  objections 
made  to  a  few  trifling  articles  before  (none  of  which 
I  believe  exceeded  twenty  shillings)  for  want  of  re- 
ceipts, in  this  I  own  I  was  a  little  remiss,  sometimes 
paying  horse  hire  for  a  day  or  two,  and  such  like  i 
cidental  charges  for  the  use  of  the  public,  without! 
thinking  it  very  material  to  draw  receipts.  Indeed,  I 
have  often  made  these  payments  at  times  when  I  had 
no  opportunity  of  being  thus  particular.  But  1  be- 
lieve the  whole  amount  of  these  does  not  exceed  five 
pounds,  and  since  that  time  1  have  not  parted  with  a 
sixpence  wUhout.  The  paymaster  I  have  sent  down 
to  evince  any  doubt  that  may  arise  in  his  accompts 
I  believe  they  are  strictly  just,  tho'  a  little  broken 
and  irregular,  representing  our  disjointed  service  in  a 
true  state.  This  was  impossible  to  be  avoided  ;  tho' 
if  you  will  consider.  Sir,  the  disagreeable  services  we 
have  been  engaged  in,  the  extent  of  ground  and  peo-  i 
pie  to  be  defended,  and  the  division  of  our  force  i>l^| 
recruiting,  marching,  counter-marching,  and  garrison- 
ing of  forts,  guarding  stores,  &c,  which  rendered 
them  so  extremely  difficult  to  pay,  as  well  as  to  sup- 
ply with  such  necessaries  and  conveniences,  as  to 
render  the  service  tolerably  supportable.  Mr.  Boyd 
was  obliged  to  pay  the  men  when  and  where  he  could 
meet  with  them,  without  adhering  to  that  regular 
form  which  ought  to  be  observed.     The  Commissary 
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stands  charged  with  ^ ,  which  I  have  not  had  an 

opportunity  to  settle.  Upon  my  return  from  Fort 
Cumberland  a  few  days  ago.  I  found  him  retired  at 
his  own  house,  indisposed  ;  but  received  a  letter  in- 
forming that  the  money  was  just  expended.  This  I 
have  no  doubt  of,  knowing  the  demands  he  has  had 
on  account  of  provisions  for  the  drafts  and  mititia 
(occasioned  by  our  whole  stock  being  laid  in  at  Fort 
Cumberland  by  the  Governor's  orders  ;  which  renders 
it  useless  to  all  the  forces  on  this  side)  ;  wagonage  of 
all  the  flour  and  stores  from  Conococheague,  to 
secure  them  here  ;  purchasing  of  tools,  &c  ;  for  erect- 
ing the  public  works,  ordered  by  Act  of  Assembly,  &c. 

All  accompts  that  appeared  extravagant  or  not 
clear  id  other  respects,  or  that  I  conceived  I  had  no 
power  to  settle.  I  have  referred  them  to  the  gentle- 
men of  the  Committee.  Among  these  is  Finnie's, 
for  money  advanced  the  soldiers  while  he  was  recniit- 
ing.  This  accompt  may  be,  and  doubtless  is  just ; 
yet  as  it  happened  at  a  time  when  I  had  no  concern 
with  the  forces,  it  is  not  to  be  expected  I  can  have 
any  knowledge  of  the  matter.  Therefore,  unless  it 
was  to  meet  with  your,  or  the  concurrence  of  the 
Committee,  I  should  not  care  to  pay  it.  Moses 
Quales,  who  gives  Mr.  Finnic  an  order  upon  you  for 
five  pounds  eighteen  shillings,  was  among  those  who 
escaped  from  the  overthrow  of  General  Braddock, 
but  was  slain  in  Captain  Mercer's  defeat. 

Captain  McKenzie's  accompt  for  the  hire  of  a  ves- 
sel to  transport  his  recruits  to  Alexandria,  I  did  not 
care  to  allow  without  directions  ;  tho'  several  officers 


JIO 


THE  WRITINGS  OP 


['JS*. 


have  petitioned  in  the  same  manner,  because  they 
were  to  receive  two  pistoles  a  man,  and  eight  pence 
per  day  subsistence,  as  a  full  allowance  (tho'  too 
small)  until  they  came  to  the  rendezvou!>. 

The  article  of  rugs,  he  should  be  allowed.  Doctor 
Shepherd  also  prefers  an  account  for  attending  and 
administering  to  sundrj'  recruits,  while  they  lay  at 
Alexandria :  as  also  Dr.  Halkcrson.  for  those  at 
I'Vedericksburg.  These  accompts  you  will  please  to 
have  examined,  and  deliver  your  statements  thereon- 

Ensign  Fleming  has.  at  my  request,  acted  as  sur- 
geon to  Captain  Hog's  company.  He  encloses  an 
accompt.  Pray  order  what  you  think  sufficient  for 
his  trouble.  Lieutenant  Baker's  accompt  is  also 
among  these  for  twenty-three  pounds,  nine  shillings 
and  eleven  pence — expences  in  going  for  and  bring- 
ing the  Nottaway  Indians.  In  this  1  must  crave  di- 
rections. I  could  not  get  a  more  particular  accompt 
than  the  one  now  sent,  he  being  on  command.  Cap- 
tain Gist  also  has  at  divers  times  entreated  me,  in  the 
most  interesting  manner,  to  intercede  in  his  behalf, 
that  he  may  get  the  balance  of  his  accompt,  his  dis- 
tresses calling  aloud  for  all  the  assistance  that  all 
these  sums  can  contribute.  I  do  not  know  really, 
who  to  apply  to  for  this  purpose,  or  whose  right  it  is 
to  pay  the  accompt,  but  it  is  certainly  wrong  not  to 
pay  him  at  all.  If  a  hearty  zeal  for  the  interest  of 
this  colony,  many  losses  in  serving  it  and  true  dis- 
tress, can  recommend  him  to  any  favor,  he  certainly 
merits  indulgence.  When  he  offers  his  accompts  to 
the  Governor,  his  Honor  bids  him  go  to  the  commit- 
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tee  ;  and  the  gentlemen  of  the  committee  think  the 
Governor  should  pay  it  So  that  the  poor  man  suf- 
fers greatly  and  would  be  glad  to  know  his  doom  at 
once,  as  it  has  been  so  long  depending.  Many  ap- 
plications have  been  made  to  me  for  the  ferriages  of 
the  forces  in  passing  Shenandoah,  Capecapon.  the 
South  Branch  &c.  I  should  be  glad  to  know 
whether  they  are  to  be  paid,  and  at  what  rates.  I 
could  heartily  wish  the  governor  and  Committee 
would  resolve  me,  whether  Fort  Cumberland  is  to  be 
garrisoned  with  any  of  the  Virginia  forces  or  not 
It  lies  in  a  most  defenceless  posture,  and  1  do  not 
care  to  be  at  expencc  in  erecting  new,  or  repairing 
the  old  works,  until  I  am  satisfied  in  this  point. 

This  place  at  present  contains  all  our  provisions 
and  valuable  stores,  and  is  not  capable  of  an  hour's 
defence,  if  the  enemy  were  to  bring  only  one  single 
half-pounder  against  it  ;  which  they  might  do  with 
great  ease  on  horseback.  Besides,  it  lies  so  remote 
now  from  this,  as  well  as  the  neighbouring  inhabitants, 
and  at  the  same  time  is  not  a  whit  more  convenient 
than  Cocke's  Fort,  on  Patterson's  Creek,  to  the 
enemy,  which  is  twenty  five  miles  nigher  this  way, 
that  It  requires  as  much  force  to  keep  the  communi- 
cation open  to  it,  as  a  fort  at  the  Meadows  would  do, 
and  employs  150  men.  who  are  a  (^dd^  charge  to  the 
country,  as  they  can  be  of  no  other  use  than  just  to 
protect  and  guard  the  stores,  which  might  as  well  be 
lodged  at  Cox's:'  indeed  better,  for  these  reasons 
it  would  then  be  more  contiguous  to  this,  to  the  in- 

'  This  fgcl  Wu  on  Pattenon's  Creek,  Iwrntj-five  mile*  tion  Fori  Cunberbn.!. 
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habitants,  and  to  the  enemy,  if  we  should  ever  carry 
an  expedition  over  the  mountains,  by  opening  a  road 
the  way  the  Indians  have  blazed.'  A  strong  garrison 
there  would  not  only  protect  the  stores,  but  also  the 
few  remaining  inhabitants  on  the  Branch,  °  and  at 
the  same  time  waylay  and  annoy  the  enemy,  as  the)' 
pass  and  repass  the  mountains.  Whereas,  those  al 
Fort  Cumberland,  lying  out  in  a  corner,  quite  remote 
from  the  inhabitants,  to  where  the  Indians  alwa)'s  re- 
pair to  do  their  murders,  can  have  no  intelligence  of 
any  thing  that  is  doing,  but  remain  in  total  ignorance 
of  all  transactions.  When  I  was  down,  I  applied  lo 
the  Governor  for  his  particular  and  positive  directions 
in  this  affair.  The  following  is  an  exact  copy  of  his 
answer. — "  Fort  Cumberland  is  a  King's  fort,  and 
built  chiefly  at  the  charge  of  the  colony,  therefore 
properly  under  our  direction,  until  a  governor  is  ap- 
pointed."' Now  whether  I  am  to  understand  thisay 
or  no,  to  the  plain,  simple  question  asked,  vizt— 
"  Is  the  fort  to  be  continued  or  removed  ? " — I  know 
not  But  in  all  important  matters  I  am  directed  iHj 
this  ambiguous  and  uncertain  way.' 

'  The  Indians  and  lirfi  settlers  innrk  a  palh  through  lh«  wood  by  entting  t 
buk  fTom  the  Ireu.     This  is  ntlcd  bhting. 

'  The  South  Bmnch  of  the  Potomftc. 

•  This  is  not  strictly  whai  the  Governor  wrole.  "  A»  lo  For  Clunbid,  ll't' 
King's  Forr,  Jt  ■  Maguinc  (ot  itorcs.  I  ts  nol  in  my  pow«T  to  0«d«T  II  to  h 
dctctted.     ...     at  pmcnl  it  must  be  propeily  mppotWd  with  ncB." 

'  On  this  hcBil  Mr.  Spcalier  Robinson  replied  : — ■'  TheComniiltee>««''l 
of  opinion  with  yoit,  ihat  Ihe  keeping  Fort  CumbcrUnd  was  an  unnecoauT 
expense  :  but  upon  my  mentioning  their  opinion  to  the  Covornor.  he  appcord 
very  warm,  and  laid  my  I.oid  Loudoun  might  do  what  he  pirased,  bat  ioi  )ii> 
pan  he  would  not  remove  the  garrison,  or  order  the  foti  (o  be  demolithtd  Ioi 
his  light  hand." 
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Great  and  inconceivable  difficulties  arise  in  the  ex- 
ecution of  my  commands,  as  well  as  infinite  loss  and 
disrepute  to  the  sen'ice,  by  my  not  having  power  to 
pay  for  deserters.  1  would,  therefore,  humbly  recom- 
mend it  to  the  consideration  of  the  Committee, 
whether  it  would  not  be  more  for  the  interest  of  the 
country.  (I  am  sure  it  would  be  of  the  service,)  were 
I  allowed  to  pay  these  demands,  rather  than  have 
them  levied  in  the  public  claims.  Many  of  our  de- 
serters are  apprehended  in  Maryland,  and  some  in 
Pennsylvania,  and.  for  the  sake  of  a  reward,  are 
brought  hither.  But  when  they  are  to  receive  certifi- 
cates only,  that  they  are  entitled  to  two  hundred 
pounds  of  tobacco,  and  those  certificates  are  to  be 
given  in  to  a  court  of  claims,  there  to  lie  perhaps  till 
they  are  quite  forgot,  gives  so  much  dissatisfaction, 
that  many,  I  believe,  rather  than  apprehend  one, 
would  aid  fifty  to  escape,  and  this,  too.  among  our 
own  people.  By  this  means  the  countrj'  loses  num- 
bers of  men  :  consequently  the  sums  of  money  which 
each  man  costs,  besides  many  incident  charges,  such 
as  horse  hire,  expenses  in  sending  after  and  advertis- 
ing them. 

Another  thing,  which  I  should  be  glad  to  know, 
and  that  is,  whether  the  act  of  Assembly  prohibits  the 
whole  forces,  or  only  the  drafts,  from  marching  out  of 
Virginia,  and  whether  it  is  contrary  to  law,  even  to 
take  the  drafts  out,  provided  it  is  done  with  their  own 
xoitl.  If  we  cannot  take  any  of  the  forces  out  of  the 
colony,  the  disadvantages,  the  country  may  labor 
under,  are  not  to  be  described  ;  for  the  enemy,  in  that 
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case,  may  commit  the  most  unheard-of  cruelties,  and 
by  stepping  across  the  Potomac,  evade  the  pursuit, 
and  mock  our  best  endeavors  to  scourge  them. 

The  inconveniences  that  arise  from  paying  the  sol- 
diers in  large  bills,  are  not  to  be  conceived.  Wc  are 
obliged  afterwards  to  give  the  pay  of  two  or  three 
soldiers  to  one  man.  He,  ten  to  one,  drinkSf  games, 
or  pays  it  away  ;  by  which  means  the  parties  are  all 
dissatisfied,  and  perpetxially  complaining  for  want  of 
their  pay.  It  also  prevents  them  from  laying  out 
their  pay  for  absolute  necessaries,  and  obliges  them 
many  times  to  drink  it  out ;  for  they  put  it  into  the 
tavern-keeper's  hands,  who  will  give  no  change,  unless 
they  consent  to  take  the  greatest  part  in  liquor.  In 
short,  for  five  shillings  cash  you  may  at  any  time  pur- 
cha.se  a  month's  pay  from  the  soldiers  ;  in  such  con- 
tempt do  they  hold  the  currency.  Besides  small  bills, 
(if  the  thing  is  practicable,)  I  should  be  extremely 
glad  to  receive  some  part  of  the  money  in  Spanish 
and  Portugal  gold  and  silver.  There  are  many  things 
wanted  for  the  use  of  the  regiment,  which  cannot  be 
had  here,  and  may  [be  obtained]  at  Philadelphia  ;but 
their  undervaluing  of  our  money,  has  prevented  my 
sending  thither. 

When  I  went  to  Fort  Cumberland  I  left  fifty 
pounds  with  Capt  Peachy,  to  pay  the  workmen 
once  a  week,  as  I  had  usually  done,  which  money, 
with  some  of  his  own,  he  was  robbed  of,  and  the 
most  diligent  search  has  not  been  successful  in  get- 
ting the  least  intelligence  of  it.  I  should  be  glad  to 
know  whether  I  am  to  suffer  this  loss,  or  whether  I 
may  with  propriety  charge  it  to  the  country  ? 
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At  the  repeated  instances  of  the  soldiers,  I  must 
pay  so  much  regard  to  their  representations,  as  to 
transmit  their  complaints.  They  think  it  extremely 
hard,  as  it  is  indeed.  Sir,  that  t/ic}-,  who  perhaps  do 
more  duty,  and  undergo  more  fatigue  and  hardship, 
from  the  nature  of  the  service  and  situation  of  the 
country,  than  any  troops  upon  the  continent,  should 
be  allowed  the  least  pay.  and  smallest  encouragements 
in  other  respects.  The  Carolinians  received  British 
pay ;  the  Marj-landers,  I  believe,  do  the  same ;  Penn- 
sylvania is  exorbitant  in  rewarding  their  soldiers ' ;  the 
Jerseys  and  New  Yorkers,  I  do  not  remember  what 
it  is  they  give :  but  the  New  England  govern- 
ments give  more  than  a  shilling  per  day,  our  money, 
besides  an  allowance  of  mm,  peas,  tobacco,  ginger, 
vinegar,  &c,  &c 

Our  soldiers  complain,  that  their  pay  is  insufficient, 
even  to  furnish  shoes,  shirts,  stockings,  S:c.  which 
their  officers,  in  order  to  keep  them  fit  for  duty, 
oblige  them  to  provide.  This,  they  say,  deprives 
ihem  of  the  means  of  purchasing  any  of  the  con- 
veniences or  necessaries  of  life,  and  obliges  them  to 
drag  through  a  disagreeable  service,  in  the  most 
disagreeable  manner.  That  their  pay  wilt  not  afford 
more  than  enough  (if  that)  to  keep  them  in  clothes, 
I  should  be  convinced  of  for  these  reasons,  if  experi- 
ence had  not  taught  me.  The  British  soldiers  are 
allowed  eight  pence  sterling  per  day,  with  many 
necessaries  that  ours  are  not,  and  can  buy  what  is 
requisite  upon  the  cheapest  terms  ;  and  lie  one  half 
the  year  in  camp,  or  garrison,  when  they  cannot  con- 

'  Penmrlmiia  wu  paying  hi  toldjen  t%4.  ■  day  and  nbsiitenu. 
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sume  the  fifth  part  of  what  ours  do  in  continual 
marches  over  mountains,  rocks,  rivers,  &c,  [who  arc] 
computed  to  receive  only  —  per  day.  Then,  Sir,  is  ii 
possible  that  our  men,  who  receive  a  fourth  less,  have 
two  pence  per  day  stoppages  for  their  regimental 
clothing,  and  all  other  stoppages  made  that  British 
soldiers  have,  and  are  obliged,  by  being  in  continual 
action,  to  lay  in  triple  the  quantity  of  ammunition 
and  clothes,  and  at  double  the  price,  should  be  able 
to  clear  quarters  ?  It  is  not  to  be  done,  and  this  is 
the  reason  why  the  men  have  always  been  so  naked 
and  bare  of  clothes. 

And  I  dare  say  you  will  be  candid  enough  to  allow, 
that  there  are  few  men  who  would  choose  to  have  thdr 
lives  exposed,  without  some  view  or  hope  of  a  reward, 
to  the  incessant  insults  of  a  merciless  enemy.  Another 
thing  there  is  which  gives  them  great  uneasiness,  anii 
that  is,  seeing  no  regular  provision  made  for  the  maimed 
and  wounded.  They  acknowledge  the  generosity  of 
the  Assembly,  and  have  the  highest  veneration  for 
that  respectable  House  ;  they  look  with  gratitude  on 
the  care,  that  has  been  taken  of  their  brother  soldiers; 
but  say,  this  is  only  an  act  of  will,  and  another  As- 
sembly may  be  much  less  liberal.  Wc  have  no 
certainty,  that  this  generosity  may  continue,  const 
quently  can  have  nothing  in  view  but  the  most  gloomy 
prospects,  and  no  encouragement  to  be  bold  and 
active  ;  and  the  probable  effects  of  which  are  wounds, 
which  no  sooner  happen  and  they  unfit  for  service 
than  they  are  discharged,  and  turned  upon  an  un- 
charitable world  to  beg,  steal,  or  starve!     In  short, 
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they  have  a  true  sense  of  all  that  can  happen,  and  do 
Dot  think  slightly  of  the  fatigues  they  encounter,  in 
scouring  these  mountains  with  their  provisions  on 
their  backs,  lying  out  and  watching  {or  the  enemy, 
with  no  other  covering  or  conveniency  to  shelter 
them  from  the  inclemency  of  the  weather,  than  trees 
and  rocks  !  The  old  soldiers  are  affected,  and  com- 
plain of  their  hardships  and  little  encouragement  in 
piteous  terms  ;  and  they  give  these  as  reasons  for  so 
much  desertion.  The  money  that  is  given  in  paying 
for  deserters,  expresses,  horse-hire,  losses  and  abuse 
of  horses,  would  go  a  great  length  toward  advancing 
their  pay,  which  1  hope  would  contribute  not  a  little 
to  remove  the  cause  of  this  expense.  I  would  not 
have  it  here  understood,  tho'.  that  I  mean  to  recom- 
mend any  thing  extraordinarj' ;  no,  I  would  give 
them  British  pay,  and  entitle  them  to  the  same 
privileges  during  their  stay  in  the  service,  and  as 
a  reward  or  compliment  for  their  toil,  rather  than  a 
matter  of  right.  Were  the  country  to  give  them 
one  suit  of  regimental  clothes  a  year,  without  re- 
ceiving the  two  pence  stoppage,  it  would  be  a 
full  allowance,  and  give  great  content  and  satis- 
faction. All  they  want  (they  say)  is  to  be  entitled 
to  the  privileges  and  immunities  of  soldiers,  of  which 
they  are  well  informed,  by  some  who  have  been 
a  number  of  years  in  the  army,  then  they  should 
think  it  no  hardship  to  be  subject  to  the  punishments 
and  fatigues.  Were  this  done,  and  an  order  given 
by  the  Committee  empowering  me  to  provide  for 
them,  according  to  the  rules  and  customs  of  the  army. 
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I  then  should  know  n-hat  I  was  about,  and  I  could  do 
it  without   hesitation  or  fear,  and,  am  convinced,  to 
the  satisfaction  and  interest  of  the  country.      As  the      i 
case  now  stands,  we  are  upon  such  odd  establishment,  ^ 
under  such  uncertain  regulations,  and  subject  to  so 
much  inconvenience,  that  I  am  wandering  in  a  wilder- 
ness of  difficulties,  and  am  ignorant  of  the  ways  to 
extricate  myself,  and  to  steer  for  the  satisfaction  ofl 
the  country,  the  soldiers,  or  myself.     Having  no  cer-j 
tain    rules   for  the  direction  of  my  conduct,   1  aail 
afraid  to  turn  to  this  hand  or  to  that,  lest  It  should* 
be  censured.     If  such  an  order,  as  I  before  spoke  of.     i 
was  to  issue  from  your  Board.  I  would  then  immedi'B 
ately  provide  upon  the  best  terms  a  quantity  of  alt 
kinds  of  ammunition,  clothes,  &c.  for  the  use  of  the 
regiment,  and  deliver  them  out  to  each  company,  as 
their  wants  required,  taking  care  to  deduct  the  value 
of  all  such  things  from  their  pay.      By  this  means  the 
soldiers  would  be  always  provided  and  fit  for  dut>', 
and  do  it  cheerfully,  and  the  country  sustains  no 
other  loss,  than  advancing  and  lying  out  of  the  money 
for  a  few  months  to  lay  in  those  stores,  as  this  money 
is  always  restored  by  the  soldiers  again." 

I  have  hitherto  been  afraid  to  advance  any  sums  of 
money  for  this  salutary  purpose,  and  always  bought 
at  extravagant  prices,  and  have  been  obliged  to  send 
to  different  parts,  ere  they  could  be  had,  which  has 
also  contributed  to  the  cause  of  their  nakedness. 
The  officers  are  almost  as  uneasy  and  dispirited  as 
the  men,  doing  every'  part  of  duty  with  languor  and 

'  These  requests,  in  regard  to  ihe  loldiers.  were  «>  l»x  voniplicd  wiiK  IbM 
(licf  afterwards  leceiveil  full  pxy  without  any  stoppage  for  llieir  clolbiog. 
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indifference.  \Vhen  they  are  ordered  to  provide 
themselves  with  suitable  necessaries,  they  complain 
of  an  uncertain  establishment,  and  the  probability  of 
being  disbanded,  and  so,  things  rendered  useless. 
:So  that  I  really  most  heartily  wish  for  a  change. 
The  surgeon  has  entreated  me  to  mention  his  case, 
which  I  shall  do  by  enclosing  his  letters.  He  has 
behaved  extremely  well,  and  discharged  his  duty,  in 
tvcry  capacity,  since  he  came  to  the  regiment.  He 
has  long  discovered  an  inclination  to  quit  the  service, 
the  encouragement  being  so  small ;  and  I  believe 
would  have  done  it,  had  not  the  officers,  to  show 
heir  regard  and  willingness  to  detain  him.  subscribed 

.ch  one  day's  pay  in  ever)'  month.  This,  as  they 
are  likely  to  be  so  much  dispersed,  and  can  receive 
DO  benefit  from  him,  they  intend  to  withdraw,  (he 
says)  and  therefore  begs  me  to  solicit  the  gentlemen 
of  the  Committee  In  his  behalf ;  otherwise  he  shall  be 
obliged  to  seek  some  other  method  of  getting  his 
livelihood. 

If  it  is  thought  necessary  to  establish  an  hospital, 
I  believe  there  can  scarcely  be  a  doubt  but  that  this 
is  the  place  ;  and  then  I  hope  he  will  be  appointed 
director,  with  advanced  pay.  Whether  or  not,  1 
could  really  wish  his  pay  or  perquisites  was  increased, 
for  the  reasons  he  gives. 

I  b(^.  Sir,  with  verj'  great  earnestness,  that  the 
gentlemen  of  the  Committee  will  communicate  their 
sentiments  fully  upon  all  these  several  matters,  and 
approve  or  disapprove  of  every  thing  thcn-in.  I  only 
wait  to  know  their  intention,  and  then  act  in  strict 
conformity  thereto. 
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Since  writing  the  preceding  pages,  I  find  on  ex- 
amining Mr.  Boyd's  accompts  that  he  has  unadvisably 
paid  Mr.  Finnic  what  arrears  were  due  Quales.  Bui 
having  already  appealed  for  approbation  of  the  Com- 
mittee in  this  and  other  accompts,  which  I  had 
no  distinct  knowledge  of,  or  concern  in,  I  yet  submit 
to  your  determination,  and  Mr.  Finnic  must  abide  by 
your  judgment,  and  refund  if  found  reasonable. 

If  the  Committee  find  my  account  satisfactory  and 
distinct,  as  I  have  no  doubt  of  it,  it  would  be  a  great 
obligation,  if  they  would  make  a  final  settlement  to 
that  date,  and  begin  a  new  account,  as  it  would  be 
the  means  of  keeping  matters  more  clear  and  intelli- 
gible hereafter.  For  long  accounts  and  references  to 
doubtful  points,  instead  of  gaining  any  light,  are  but 
darkened  and  confused  by  procrastination.  The  late 
regulation  of  our  companies  will  occasion  more  regu- 
larity in  the  paymaster's  account,  and  be  more  satis- 
factor>-  in  everj-  shape,  for  the  future.  Besides,  the 
gentlemen  of  the  Committee  will  find  little  trouble, 
or  difficulty,  in  overhauling  short  accounts,  kept  in  a 
regular  method,  plain  and  perspicuous,  which  is  the 
very  life  of  business. 

I  would  again  entreat  your  regard  to  my  request 
for  these  and  many  other  reasons. 


TO  CAPTAIN    WACCENER. 

WiNCIItSTKR,  5  Auguii,  I7!C- 


SlR, 

I  have  so  many  places  and  people  to  defend ;  so 
great  calls  from  everj-  quarter  for  men,  and  so  littk 
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prospects  for  getting  any,  that  I  find  it  impossible  to 
comply  with  the  act  of  Assembly,  and  opinion  of  the 
Council  of  War,  in  building  the  chain  of  forts  on 
the  frontiers.  You  must  therefore,  notwithstanding 
all  the  orders  which  have  heretofore  been  given,  im- 
mediately despatch  Captain  Bell,  with  his  whole  com* 
pany  to  Captain  Cox's  fort ;  where  he  is  to  remain 
himself  with  twenty  men,  taking  command  of  said 
fort,  and  escorting  all  Expresses,  wagons,  &c,  to 
and  from  Fort  Cumberland,  as  far  as  Ashby's  and 
Pearsalls.  The  rest  of  his  mt;n  he  is  to  divide  into 
two  equal  parts ;  one  of  which,  with  his  Ensign,  is 
to  march  to,  and  be  stationed  at  Kirkendalls,  for  the 
protection  of  the  people  there.  The  other  party, 
with  a  trusty  sergeant  is  to  march  to,  and  put  them- 
selves under  the  direction  of  the  officer  commanding 
at  Ashby's,  in  order  to  strengthen  that  garrison  and 
enable  them  to  afford  escorts  with  the  greater  safety. 
Your  own  and  the  two  remaining  companies,  you  arc 
to  dispose  of  in  the  most  eligible  manner  for  the  pro- 
tection of  the  inhabitants  above  the  Trough  ;  and 
I  could  most  earnestly  wish  that  you  would,  if  the 
thing  is  practicable,  erect  a  fort  in  that  settlement, 
twenty  miles  above  your  upper  fort,  that  the  people 
in  those  parts  may  be  sheltered  from  the  enemy,  and 
that  we  may  so  far  as  is  possible,  shew  our  willingness 
to  comply  with  the  laws  of  our  country  that  direct 
this  chain. 

1  wrote  you  yesterday,  desiring  that  all  the  cap- 
tains would  be  punctual  In  making  me  exact  weekly 
returns,  to  be  signed  by  themselves  and  officers,  of 
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the  state  and  strength  of  their  companies,  and  must 
repeat  those  orders,  as  I  am  fully  resolved  to  suspend 
the  first  captain  or  commander  of  a  company  that 
neglects  in  sending  mc  them  ;  or  that  is  careless  in 
correcting  or  returning  them  exact,  tho'  they  may 
vary  but  a  man. 

All  the  militia  that  are  not  already  marched, 
be  immediately  ordered  down,  to  call  at  this  place 
lodge  their  arms. 


TO   COLONEL    STEPHEN. 


WiflCHEsTBK,  5  Anguat. 


must 
ce  to    J 

IJS6.  ^ 


Sir, 

Yours  of  the  20th  ultimo  and  ist  inst.  I  have 
just  received.  1  am  sorry  to  hear  you  even  men- 
tion recalling  Capt.  McKenzie  from  his  post.  It 
must  have  been  an  extraordinary  occasion  that  would 
have  reconciled  me  to  that  proceeding,  which  would 
have  left  Cox's.  Pearsalls,  and  Kirkendalls  forts  quite 
defenceless,  to  strengthen  a  garrison  which  was  only 
intended  to  defend  the  stores,  and  might  be  protec- 
ted by  100  against  musketry,  as  well  as  by  more; 
and  all  the  men  we  have  could  not  save  it  against 
any  thing  else.  1  have,  in  order  to  strengthen  the 
several  garrisons  that  maintain  the  communica- 
tions with  Fort  Cumberland,  ordered  Captain  Bell 
to  march  to  Cox's,  and  there  remain  with  twenty 
men,  while  the  rest  of  his  company  is  equally  di- 
vided, one  part  to  strengthen  Ashby's,  the  other  to 
protect  the  inhabitants  at  Kirkendalls.  By  this 
means  McKenzie's  company  will  be  kept  entire  at 
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PearsaJIs,  and  enable  him  to  furnish  the  stronger  es- 
corts. I  hope  you  will  mention  that  matter  to  Ruth- 
erford, which  we  talked  of  at  Fort  Cumberland,  about 
recruiting  the  rangers.  The  militia  now  can  neither 
serve  nor  disser\'e  us.  for,  they  are  by  the  Governor's 
directions,  all  called  in.  The  views  of  the  enemy  are 
designed  against  the  lower  inhabitants.  They  have 
laid  Marj'land  and  Pennsylvania  waste,  as  low  as  Car- 
lisle, the  inhabitants  of  which  place  we  are  told  are 
flying  with  the  utmost  consternation.  They  have 
made  an  attempt  on  the  Virginia  side,  killed  one  and 
captivated  another  on  the  Conococheague  road,  four 
miles  hitherwards,  but  retreated  back,  for  how  long  a 
time,  God  knows.  I  communicated  the  contents  of 
yours  to  the  Doctor  concerning  medicines,  and  he 
will  send  them  up  so  soon  as  procured.  At  present 
he  has  none  of  them. 

Having  occasion  to  write  to  Captain  Waggener,  I 
have  ordered  him  to  despatch  the  men  belonging  to 
your  garrison  immediately.  Yesterday  I  wrote  you, 
and  desired  that  all  the  Captains  would  be  punctual 
in  making  me  weekly  returns,  signed  by  themselves 
and  officers,  signifying  the  state  and  strength  of  their 
companies,  and  shall  here  repeat  these  orders,  be- 
cause I  am  fully  resolved  to  suspend  the  first  Cap- 
tain (or  commander  of  a  company)  that  fails  in  this 
point,  or  that  is  negligent  and  incorrect  in  making 
them  out,  the'  they  may  err  but  in  one  man. 

By  my  returns  of  the  regiment  including  drafts, 
scouts  and  rangers,  I  can  only  make  926  men  ;  while 
Mr.  Boyd,  exclusive  of  Captain  Hog's  company,  has 
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issued  pay  for  io8a  What  am  I,  or  what  are  the 
Governor  and  Committee,  before  whom  all  these 
widely  different  returns  must  be  laid  for  examinatioD, 
to  think  of  tliem  ?  Sure  the  least  they  can  say  is, 
that  it  is  unhappy  for  the  country  to  have  officers  so 
little  acquainted  with  the  management  of  their  com- 
panies as  to  make  returns  to  me  for  926  men  only, 
and  others  to  the  Paymaster  for  1080.  You  desire 
to  have  a  map  sent  you  of  the  lakes,  &c.  I  have 
none  but  Evans's,  which  you  have  also :  nor  have  I 
heard  a  syllabic  from  Major  Lewis,  altho'  Mr.  Jones 
is  now  here  from  Augusta  ;  nor  any  thing  about  an 
engagement  on  the  Lakes. 


TO  GOVERNOR   DINWIDDIE. 

WiNCKESTUi,  14  Anpui.  170- 

HoNBLE.  Sir, 

The  return  of  the  express,  that  came  with  La 
Force's  escape,  (for  which  accident  I  am  extremely 
concerned,  and  fear  its  productions  if  he  is  not  re- 
taken,) affords  me  an  opportunity  to  inform  your 
Honor  of  some  occurrences,  which  have  happened 
since  my  last." 

Repeated  complaints  and  applications  from  all  quai- 
ters  for  men,  but  more  especially  from  the  garrisons 
which  secure  the  communication  with  Fort  Cumber- 

'  Lk  Force,  it  will  he  lemembered,  was  one  o(  the  prlu^neit  taken  in  the 

»liirtoish  wiih  Jiimnnville's  pBity.  He  was  capable,  em*tpming.  utire.  inii 
hid  been  inMnimeTiTal,  befnre  his  oapluie.  in  eiclling  Che  IndUiu  to  comnul 
dcpredfttions  on  ilie  fronticis.  He  was  thrown  into  the  jnil  ai  Wiiliuni- 
bui%.  From  this  >bnde.  atler  more  than  Iwo  yean'  contilictneni.  he  had  Iht 
■ddcos  to  escxpo,  but  was  seized  before  he  had  advanced  Tar  Into  l)i«  evutiuj, 
remanded  to  ptison.  and  loaded  with  iron*. 
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land,  (a  place  ver)'  useless  in  itself,  and  expensive  to 
the  country ;  containing  an  hundred  and  fifty  men 
solely  employed  in  guarding  the  stores,  which  could 
be  better  defended  at  any  other  place)  obliged  me  to 
order  a  company  from  Captain  Waggener's  detach- 
ment (for  none  else  could  spare  a  man)  to  reinforce 
and  enable  those  garrisons  to  send  escorts  with 
wagons  and  expresses,  going  to  and  returning  from 
Cumberland  Fort  This  reduced  Captain  Waggener's 
command  to  a  number  insufficient  to  disperse  parlies 
among  the  settlers,  and  retain  a  strength  to  conduct 
the  buildings.  Therefore,  the  grand  point  then 
turned  on  this  :  whether  he  was  to  neglect  the  inhabi- 
tants and  build  the  forts,  or  neglect  the  forts  and 
mind  the  inhabitants. 

His  council  were  of  the  latter  opinion  unanimously, 
and  sent  to  know  my  sentiments,  which  I  own  corre- 
sponded with  theirs,  for  these  reasons.  First,  I  look 
upon  it,  that  the  protection  of  the  inhabitants  was  the 
motive  for  ordering  these  forts ;  and  to  lose  them, 
while  we  are  at  work,  is  perverting  the  intention.  Sec- 
ondly, we  have  built  some  and  altered  other  forts,  as 
far  south  on  the  Potomac  waters  as  any  settlers  have 
been  molested  ;  and  there  only  remains  one  body  of 
inhabitants,  at  a  place  called  the  Upper  Tract,  which 
needs  a  guard  upon  these  waters,  and  thither  I  have 
ordered  a  part)'.  After  this,  if  I  am  not  misin- 
formed, there  is  nothing  but  a  continued  series  of 
mountains  uninhabited,  until  we  get  over  on  James 
river  waters,  not  far  from  that  fort,  which  takes  its 
name  from  your  Honor ;  down  which  to  Mayo  River, 
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Captain  Hog,  by  your  Honor's  orders,  is  to  have  the 
dircctionof.  If  I  have  done  amiss,  in  not  adhering  to 
the  letter  of  the  iaw.  I  hope  your  Honor  will  intimate 
the  same,  and  give  directions  how  I  am  to  proceed. 

There  have  been  two  or  three  men  killed  and 
scalped  at  different  places,  since  my  last,  though  every 
precaution  has  been  taken  to  prevent  it.  The  fa- 
tiguing service,  low  pay,  and  great  hardships  in  which 
our  men  have  been  engaged,  cause,  notwithstanding 
the  greatest  care  and  vigilance  to  the  contrary,  great 
and  scandalous  desertions.  Yesterday  I  received  an 
account  from  Captain  Stewart,  of  sixteen  men  desert- 
ing in  a  party.  Frequently  two  or  three  went  off 
before,  as  they  have  done  from  this  place.  We  never 
fail  to  pursue,  and  use  all  possible  means  to  appre- 
hend them  ;  but  seldom  with  success,  as  they  are  gen- 
erally aided  and  assisted  off  by  the  inhabitants. 
There  are  now  two  parties  in  pursuit  of  these  fellows, 
who  have  made  towards  the  northward  to  enlist  with 
the  recruiting  officers  in  Pennsylvania,  &c.  I  fear 
without  a  stop  can  be  put  to  it  we  shall  lose  numbers 
of  our  men."     A  report  prevailed  in  town  yesterday, 

■  "  The  many  desertions  rtom  your  corp»  and  oaf  militia  give  me  much  coo- 
tern,  IS  it  must  Ik  known  lo  the  enemy,  and  encourage  Ibcir  lo-frequent  invi- 
^on>  xai  hostilities.  Our  several  ciptatnii  weie  ordered  out  lul  Snnday,  Ic 
enquire  after,  setirrh  for,  and  appreliend  the  desetteit  from  Captain  Minor  wti 
Captain  Hamilloii.  but  without  success,  which  dcnoici  a  ino^grcU  pusitlanlBiiiy 
4[  uanC  of  coiisideralion  on  out  £ounlry'»  lying  naked  and  almost  dcfenc«ln> 
against  an  implocsble  and  bloodtiiirsty  crew  of  lavages.  None  can  wonder  if 
Colpncl  Washington  is  uneasy  at  the  faackwsrdness  of  the  Lowec  Country't  not 
sending  iheir  drafted  men  to  complete  his  [egimcni.  He  has  greal  reason  ID 
repeat  and  often  enforce  his  tepresonistioni.  It  is  on  record,  you  knovi 
that  a  certain  widow  gained  her  mil  by  much  importunity  and  leaaing." — ff. 
Fair/tut  tt  Bryan  Fair/ax.  I  August.  175O. 
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said  to  come  from  a  man,  who  had  it  from  a  person 
who  wasat  Governor  Morris's  treat)'  with  the  IiMtians, 
aod  heard  them  say.  that  a  hrge  body  conqtosed  of 
different  nations,  and  headed  fay  some  French,  in- 
tended to  attack  Fort  Cumberland  this  faU.  Reports 
of  this  kind  often  take  rise  vitfaout  good  fotindation  ; 
yet,  as  this  is  an  aflair  of  great  importance;  the  slight- 
est intelligence  ought  not  to  be  disaniotenanced,  es- 
pecially when  we  consider  that  our  provision,  and, 
what  is  still  more  valuable,  all  our  ammunition  and 
stores,  arc  lodged  in  that  defenceless  place  The 
consequence  of  a  successful  enterprise  of  this  sort, 
and  the  absolute  impossibilit}'  (considering  the  weak- 
ness of  the  place,  badness  of  situatioo.  and  division  of 
our  force)  of  preventing  its  falling,  arc,  without  pre- 
vious notice,  motives  sufficient  to  apprehend  the 
worst.  Therefore,  notwithstanding  I  enlai^ed  on 
this  subject  in  a  former  letter,  think  it  my  duty  to 
hint  this  again,  and  to  get  directions  how  I  am  to 
proceed. 

It  is  true,  I  give  no  credit  to  this  intelligence,  be- 
cause I  Batter  myself  such  important  information  as 
this  would  be  communicated,  in  the  most  distinct  and 
expeditious  manner,  by  Governor  Morris ;  yet,  as  I 
before  said,  it  being  an  expedition  they  cannot  fail  of 
succeeding  in,  what  should  deter  them  from  attempt- 
ing it  ?  We  have  certain  advice,  diat  two  of  our  de- 
serters have  reached  Fort  Duquesne.  and  were  heard 
to  speak  in  high  terms,  before  they  went  off  (but  this 
L  was  not  known  till  after  they  were  gone)  of  the  re- 
F  ward  that  would  be  got  for  communicating  the  weak- 
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ness  of  the  worlcs  and  garrison  at  Fort  Cumbcrlan 
All   the  militia  are  returned  save  thirty   from  Cu! 
peper.  who  stay  willingly  with  Captain  Fields. 

As  a  general  meeting  of  all  the  persons  concerned 
in  the  estate  of  my  deceased  brother'  is  appointed  to 
be  held  at  Alexandria,  about  the  middle  of  Seplem- 
her  next,  for  making  a  final  settlement  of  all  his 
affairs  ;  and  as  I  am  ver)*  deeply  interested,  not  only 
as  an  executor  and  heir  to  part  of  his  estate,  but  also 
in  a  very  important  dispute,  subsisting  between  Colo- 
nel Lee,'  who  married  the  widow,  and  my  brothers  and 
self,  concerning  advice'  in  the  will,  which  brings  the 
whole  personal  estate  in  question, — I  say,  as  this  is  a 
matter  of  very  great  moment  to  me,  I  hope  your 
Honor  will  readily  consent  to  my  attending  this  meet- 
ing, provided  no  disadvantage  is  likely  to  arise  during 
my  absence  ;  in  which  case,  I  shall  not  offer  to  quit— 
my  command.  ^ 

If  war  is  to  be  declared  at  this  place,  I  should  be 
glad  if  your  Honor  would  direct  the  manner.  I 
know  there  is  ceremony  required,  but  the  order  I  am 
ignorant  of.'     I  am,  &c. 


ADDRESS  TO  HIS  COMMAND. 

You   see,  gentlemen   soldiers,  that   it  hath   pleased  our 
most   gracious  sovereign   to   declare   war  in  form   against 

'  lAwrcDM  Wuhington. 

'  George  Lee.  an  uncle  of  Arthur  bikI  Rlclmnt  Itcnry  Lee. 

'  Sparks  suggests  "  »  deviBe." 

'  W«t  agiinsf  Friince  had  been  [oniittlly  declared  by  Ihc  King  on  M«y  ITtb-' 
It  was  published  in  Williainsliu^  August  Jih.  Guvrm«T  Dinwiddkaniwercd  : — 
"  Tbe  method,  ihnt  you  arc  to  declare  wu,  ii  at  the  head  of  four  coiiipanLek 
with  three  volleys  of  Einmll  omu  for  his  Majesty's  health  and  «  auccenful  »ai.~ 
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the  French  King,  and  (for  divers  good  causes,  but  more  par* 
ticularly  for  their  ambitious  usurpations  and  encroachments 
on  his  American  dominions)  to  pronounce  all  the  said 
French  King's  subjects  and  vassals  to  be  enemies  to  his 
crown  and  dij^ity;  and  hath  willed  and  required  all  his 
subjects  and  people,  and  in  a  more  especial  manner  com- 
inanded  his  captain-general  of  his  forces,  his  governors,  and 
all  other  his  commanders  and  ofTicers,  to  do  and  execute  all 
acts  of  hostility  in  the  prosecution  of  this  just  and  honora- 
ble war.  And  though  our  utmost  endeavors  can  contribute 
but  little  to  the  advancement  of  his  Majesty's  honor  and 
the  interest  of  his  governments,  yet  let  us  show  our  willing 
obedience  to  the  best  of  kings,  and,  by  a  strict  attachment 
to  his  royal  commands,  demonstrate  the  love  and  loyalty 
we  bear  to  his  sacred  person  ;  let  us.  by  rules  of  unerring 
braver>',  strive  to  merit  hLs  royal  favor,  and  a  better  cstab* 
lishmcnt  as  reii^-ard  for  our  services.' 


TO   LORD   FAIRFAX.' 

WlKCHBCTBR.  agAugilM.  I75&. 

Mv  Lord, 

It  is  with  infinite  concern.  I  see  the  distresses  of 
the  people,  and  hear  their  complaints,  without  being 
able  to  afford  them  relief.      I  have  so  often  troubled 


'  I*rintcrf  in  llif  PrtxrtMngi  ef  ikt  MatttttiutrlU  Hiileritat  S«rirty,  kIt., 
p.  164.     I  ■»  iiOAble  10  tr*c«  i[  in  the  giMUet  al  thai  lime. 

*  TbodutiL.  the  lixlh  Lord  FaiifiA,  posjcued  by  inhoritAiicc  ■  Utge  tract  of 
Imd  is  whs)  WM  ctilUil  the  Northern  Neck  of  Vlij;ini«.  between  the  fntnmac 
tad  Rappahvuioc  Rii-en.  etlinialed  to  contain  fivo  millions  two  hundred 
ihiKMnrl  acres.  For  ■  lime  he  employed  his  couiin.  WiUiam  Furfu.  u  ijent 
lo  manaBT  tiMM  Undt,  and.  iliout  the  ycac  1739,  lie  came  himself  over  10  Vii. 
[ini*.  He  ilayed  a  year,  and  went  back  lo  England  Four  yeti>  *(trrwartl«, 
tiut  U,  In  174J.  he  iclurned  to  Viixinia.  where  he  passed  the  remainder  of  his 
4ays.  il«  rM*d«d  a  year  In  ibe  family  of  Mr.  William  Fairfax,  at  Belvoli. 
.M  le«|!t)i  b«  Jetrrminefl  to  nUhtidh  himhctf  »n  Ihc  wr>trm  hide  of  the  Bill* 
I  Rid|^  where  be  built  a  huniine  lod|[e.  cAlled  Gteen«-ay  Courl,  a  few  miles  from 
1     WiodMBte,  Uld  out  a  beautiful  (aim,  and  )iut  tl  under  hi^h  culiivalion,     Hu« 
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your  Honor  for  aid  from  the  militia,  that  I  am  almost 
ashamed  to  repeat  my  demands ;  nor  should  mention 
them  again,  did  1  not  think  it  absolutely  necessary  at 
this  time  to  save  the  most  valuable  and  flourishing 
part  of  this  county  from  immediate  desertion.  And 
hour  soon  the  remainder  part,  as  well  as  the  adjacent 
counties,  may  share  the  same  fate,  is  too  obvious  to 
reason,  and  to  your  Lordship's  good  sense  for  me  to 
demonstrate.  The  whole  settlement  of  Conoco- 
cheague  in  Maryland  is  fled,  and  there  now  remain 
only  two  families  from  thence  to  Fredericktown, 
vt'hich  is  several  miles  below  the  Blue  Ridge.  By  J 
which  means  we  are  quite  exposed,  and  have  no  bet-W 
ter  security  on  that  side,  than  the  Potomac  River, 
for  many  miles  below  the  Shenandoah  ;  and  how 
great  security  that  is  to  us,  may  easily  be  discerned, 
when  we  consider,  with  what  facility  the  enemy  have 
passed  and  repassed  it  already.  That  the  Maryland 
settlements  are  all  abandoned  is  certainly  fad.  as  I 
have  had  the  accounts  transmitted  to  me  by  several 


he  lived  in  Ihc  cxerciic  of  b  plain  bm  generous  and  elegant  hospitality  till 
i1r*tli,  which  liippeoeJ  December  7,  17S1,  in  hi'  nincly-wcond  year. 

In  this  retreat  Lord  Fatrfiu!  devoted  liimseK  to  the  management  of  tb«  \*7^ 
Itacis  of  land,  of  which  he  wailhe  pniprictor.  and  nlw  to  Ibe  diMihuge  of  lucti 
]>iihltc  offices,  as  rcn<icTed  him  useful  to  his  neJ^htiDfhucid,  He  wkt  lieutenant 
of  the  county  of  Frcdefkli.  presided  in  the  county  courts  at  Wincherter.  andnu 
nverseer  of  the  public  roads,  lie  was  leniarked  for  lume  peculiar  traili  of 
character,  and  was  Fond  o(  Ihc  diusc  and  oilier  ai:ttvc  ainuwmciiU  i  l>ul  bit 
mind  was  highly  cultivated,  and  his  litiArary  taite  and  ■ccompJitlmniB  wcce 
consideiable.  fie  was  greatly  esteemed  by  his  intimate  friend*,  and  died  fnDC^ 
lamented.     A  portrait  of  Lord  Fairfax  exists  in  Aleiandni.  Va. 

His  barony  descended  to  his  only  surviving  brother.  Robert  Fairfax.  who«»> 
the  seventh  Lord  Fairfm,  and  who  died  at  Leeds  CaMlc,  in  England,  1791. 
The  title  next  fell  upon  fir>an  Fairfax.  oF  TowKlon  hiall.  in  Virginia,  wfaowu 
the  eiBliih  and  last  Lord  Fairfax,  and  who  died  August  71b,  tSoa.  at  the  age  oi 
ccveniy-tive.  During  the  lailei  yeart  ai  hit  life,  he  wai  a  cler|;yiDen  of  ibc 
l^piacopal  Churcb. — Bimiaby's  TVmv/rtm^iwmfa,  3d«dition,p.  Ijg.' 
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hands,  and  conBrmed  yesterday  by  Henry  Brinkcr, 
who  left  Monocacy  the  day  before,  and  also  affirms,  that 
three  hundred  and  fifty  wagons  had  passed  that  place 

avoid  the  enemy,  within  the  space  of  three  days. 

1  thought  it  expedient  to  communicate  the  above 
in  order  to  inform  your  Lordship  of  the  reasons  for 
asking  succours  for  these  unhappy  people,  and  how 
absolutely  necessar)-  it  is  to  use,  (without  delay,)  such 
vigorous  measures  as  will  save  that  settlement  from 
total  desolation. 

We  see.  my  Lord,  the  absurdity-  of  the  people's 
arguments,  and  the  consequences  of  leaving  one 
county,  nay,  one  pari  of  the  county,  or.  to  go  still 
farther,  a  single  company,  that  is  more  exposed  than 
another,  to  defend  itself  and  the  parts  in  danger. 
When  Hampshire  was  invaded,  and  called  on  Fred- 
erick for  assistance,  the  people  of  the  latter  refused 
tlieir  aid,  answering,  "  Let  them  defend  themselves, 
as  we  shall  do  if  they  come  to  us."  Now  the  enemy 
have  forced  through  that  county,  and  begin  to  infest 
this,  those  a  little  removed  from  danger  are  equally 
infatuated  ;  and  will  be,  I  fear,  until  all  in  turn  fall  a 
sacrifice  to  an  insulting  and  merciless  enemy. 

These  obser\'ations  may  be  improperly  offered  to 
your  Lordship,  but  they  occur  in  so  refulgent  a  light 
to  me,  that  I  could  not  resist  the  impulse  of  dictating 
them.  I  am  so  weak-handed  here,  that  1  could  not. 
without  stagnating  the  public  works,  spare  a  man  to 
these  people's  assistance.  Yet  I  look  upon  the  re- 
taining of  them  to  be  so  essential  to  the  well-being 
of  the  county  in  general,  that  I  have  ordered  all  the 
men,  that  can  possibly  be  spared,  to  march  thither- 
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wards ;  and  they  accordingly  set  out  to-morrouc 
morning,  to  remain  there  until  your  Lordship  can 
relieve  them,  that  they  may  return  to  these  works, 
which  in  my  opinion  are  of  no  little  importance  to 
the  safety  of  the  county,  if  we  should  be  attacked  by 
numbers,  as  we  have  reason  to  apprehend.  I  hope 
your  Lordship  will  exert  your  authority  in  raising 
men  for  this  salutar>'  end,  and  that  you  will  think  il 
advisable  to  make  every  company  furnish  their  quota. 
This  will  redress  the  complaints  of  the  people  below, 
who  say  they  cannot  leave  their  families  to  the  mercy 
of  the  enemy,  while  they  are  scouring  the  woods. 

This  is  the  reason  given  by  some  why  Galon's 
party  consists  but  of  ten  men,  while  others  say  it 
proceeds  from  dis!ike  to  the  man.  I  acquainted  his 
Honor  the  Governor  with  your  Lordship's  order  for 
raising  fifty  men  for  this  service,  who  approved 
thereof,  and  has  been  pleased  to  direct  mc  to  cod- 
tinue  them  there  so  long  as  I  see  cause. 

I  cannot  conclude  without  again  mentioning  how 
agreeable  it  would  be.  if  your  Lordship  would  order 
a  party  immediately  to  these  parts,  that  I  may  with- 
draw my  men  to  their  duty  at  this  place.  I  am,  my 
Lord.  &c. 


TO  COLONEL  STEPHEN. 

WiNCHSSTBR,  6  SeplembcT.  i 
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Sir, 

Yours  of  the  17th  &  23d  August  I  received.  Mr. 
Boyd  is  just  returned  from  Williamsburg,  settling  his 
accompts  and  getting  a  supply  of  cash.  He  will  be 
with  you  to  pay  you  off. 
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1  am  in  hopes  our  men  for  the  future  will  be  better 
satisfied,  as  the  Committee  have  allowed  them  8(/per 
day  and  their  clothes  without  any  stoppages  or  de- 
ductions. The  Governor  expects  this  encouragement 
will  engage  the  Rangers  to  enlist. 

I  wrote  him  about  Fort  Cumberland  being  pnt 
down  ;  but  he  says,  as  it  is  a  King's  fort  he  cannot 
venture  to  abandon  it.  without  further  orders  from  a 
higher  power.  He  says,  Lord  Loudoun  will  be  at 
Williamsburg  about  the  aoth  November,  and  then 
the  affair  may  be  properly  represented  to  him.  He 
has  however  sent  me  orders  to  draw  from  thence  a 
sufficient  quantity  of  stores  for  this  and  the  other 
forts,  and  I  have  accordingly  sent  wagons  to  be 
loaded  with  ammunition,  &c.  for  that  purpose. 

The  Governor  informs  me  too,  that  he  just  re- 
ceived an  express  from  Major  Lewis,  acquainting 
him  that  he  might  expect  150  Cherokees  to  be  at 
this  place  in  a  fortnight ;  that  the  Catawba  King  was 
gone  to  South  Carolina,  and  had  engaged  to  send  50 
warriors  to  our  assistance,  on  his  return  from  thence. 
This  will  be  a  considerable  help  to  us,  as  we  shall  be 
able  to  carr>'  the  war  into  their  own  country,  and  use 
them  in  the  same  manner  they  have  us  for  12  months 
past  He  adds,  that  the  Catawbas  and  Cherokees 
are  very  firmly  attached  to  our  interest,  and  will  still 
furnish  us  with  more  assistance  when  the  fort  in  that 
country  is  completed.  'T  is  already  in  great  fonvard- 
ness.  I  have  wrote  to  Captain  Waggencr  of  this, 
and  ordered  him  to  keep  up  a  correspondence  with 
[     yours  and  the  other  forts,  that  you  may  hear  from 
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each  other  every  week.  I  beg  you  will  see  to  have 
ever)'  man  at  the  fort  supplied  with  a  powder-horn 
and  shot-bag. 

The  Governor  has  sued  Hedgman  for  scandal  and 
has  ordered  Lieutenant  Hall  to  attend  the  Genera] 
Court,  the  14th  of  October,  as  an  evidence.  Acquaint 
Mr.  Hall  of  this,  and  send  him  down,  I  have  got 
orders  from  the  Governor  to  enlist  ser\'ants,  the 
masters  to  be  paid  a  reasonable  price  upon  the  first 
purchase,  deducting  for  the  time  they  have  served 
You  will  obser\'e  this,  if  any  should  fall  in  with  you. 
Complaint  has  been  made  that  the  officers  and 
soldiers  upon  party,  take  up  the  strays  they  find  in 
the  woods.  Let  these  practices  be  discouraged. 
Ensign  Roy  had  my  promise  to  be  appointed  to  my 
company,  as  it  is  the  company  he  before  belonged 
to,  in  case  my  brother  did  not  accept,  and  he  has 
declined  it.  I  desire  you  will  send  Mr.  Roy  down 
immediately  to  this  place.  I  have  received  no 
monthly  returns,  which  I  expected  regularly,  besides 
weekly  ones. 

Let  all  your  leisure  hours  be  employed  in  disci- 
plining the  men  ;  for  as  Lord  Loudoun  is  to  be  here, 
and  will  probably  see  them,  I  would  willingly  ha« 
them  make  the  best  appearance  possible. 

The  wagons  must  be  despatched  as  soon  as  possi- 
ble, loaded  with  powder  chiefly,  the  rest  with  gren- 
ades, musket-ball  and  a  quantity  of  flints,  with  some 
1 3  lb.  &  4  lb.  grape^hot  ^^^ri 

The  powder  is  the  most  material,  so  let  the  gr^i^ 
proportion  of  that  be  sent.      The  men   returned  by 


I 


I 
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ihe  officers  above-mentioned,  at  this  place,  are  cm- 
ployed  on  the  pubUc  works,  but  they  must  stil!  con- 
tinue them  on  their  rolls  and  returns,  and  shall  have 
them  returned  to  their  companies,  as  soon  as  they 
have  done  here,  if  they  belong  properly  to  them. 

Waters  and  Burrass  behaved  extremely  ill  when 
they  were  sent  down  last.  If  I  could  lay  my  hands 
on  them,  I  would  trj-  the  effect  of  looo  lashes  on  the 
former,  and  whether  a  general  court-martial  would  not 
condemn  the  latter  to  a  life  eternal !  I  shall  not  at  this 
time  enumerate  the  different  kinds  of  charges  laid 
to  both,  but  desire  yon  will  enquire  minutely  of  Mr. 
Burrass  what  he  did  with  the  marg  he  brought  from 
Fort  Cumberland.  She  was  a  creature  belonging  to 
the  heirs  of  Theobald,  caught  by  Captain  Ashby  for 
me.  I  intended  to  have  had  her  appraised,  and 
allowed  the  heirs  her  full  value.  She  was  first  carried 
to  Fort  Cumberland,  then  brought  down  by  that  vil- 
lain Burrass,  and  here  sold  or  swapped,  I  want  to 
know  to  whom,  that  I  may  get  her  and  do  as  I  first 
intended.  Captain  Peachy  applied  to  me  for  leave 
to  take  up  strays,  &c.  and  said  it  was  practised  by  the 
Marylandcrs  &  Pcnnsylvanians.  If  the  people  of 
those  provinces  are  gfuilty  of  unlawful  practices,  I 
cannot  think  it  should  be  any  excitement  to  us  to 
follow  their  example  :  for  under  that  pretence  of 
getting  strays  in  the  mountains,  is  carried  on  a  scene 
of  the  greatest  iniquity  that  can  be  imagined.  The 
horses  on  Pattersons  Creek,  South  Branch,  and  other 
of  our  deserted  settlements  hitherwards,  are  taken 
up,  sold  and  made  away  with,  to  the  infinite  detri- 
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ment  and  oppression  of  the  people  who  complain  of 
these  grievances  in  the  most  sensible  manner,  and 
urge  that  they  are  more  oppressed  by  their  own  peo- 
ple, than  by  the  enemy.  Were  there  a  limitation 
given,  the  officers  might,  but  the  soldiers  would  not 
obser\'e  any,  and  all  strays  whatever  got,  would  be 
said  to  come  within  limited  bounds.  Howc%'er,  it 
you  think  you  can  put  the  garrison  of  Fort  Cumber- 
land under  proper  restraints  in  this  particular,  I 
would  rather  that  they  be  benefited  by  any  advan- 
tages of  this  kind  than  the  enemy,  or  those  who 
have  no  pretence  should  take  them  off.  Therefore 
suffer  no  horses  to  be  deemed  strays,  or  taken  up  as 
such,  which  run  anywhere  below  the  Flats,  either  on 
the  Virginia  or  Mar)'Iand  side  ;  and  if  any  are  caught 
above,  if  it  is  not  known  to  whom  they  belong,  let 
them  be  appraised  by  indifferent  officers,  upon  their 
honor  ;  and  the  valuation,  with  the  marks  and  brand, 
be  registered  in  a  book  for  that  purpose.  Then  let 
the  person  who  takes  such  horses  up,  and  claims  them 
by  this  right,  deliver  to  the  owner,  if  any  should 
come,  the  valuation,  if  such  horses  should  be  sold,  or 
in  his  use  and  service,  or  else  to  deliver  up  the  horse. 
But  if  the  horse  should  die,  be  killed,  or  stray  awaj 
from  the  Fort,  in  what  case  the  person  who  takes  him 
up,  not  to  be  answerable  for  the  horse  or  valuation. 
No  person  tho'  is  under  any  pretence  to  take  up  with 
a  view  of  keeping  and  detaining  as  his  propertj*. 
horses  where  the  owner  is  known.  I  will  by  no 
means  consent  that  any  horse  below  the  Flats  shall 
be  taken  upon  the  above  terms,  lest  the  propert)'  of 
the  people  be  affected,  when  they  may  have  better 
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chances  of  securing  their  own.  In  the  above  I  have 
given  you  my  sentiments,  which  you  may  in  a  court 
of  officers  put  under  proper  articles  and  heads,  and 
made  publick  to.  and  strictly  practised  in  the  garri- 
son, under  very  severe  penalties  on  officers,  and 
heavy  corporal  punishments  on  the  soldiers. 

One  thing  more  1  think  necessar)',  before  any  offi- 
cer or  soldier  can  pretend  to  lay  just  claim  under  the 
aforesaid  articles  :  that  it,  to  advertise  in  the  nearest 
publick  places  in  Mar)'land  and  Virginia,  such  as 
Winchester  &  Frederick-Town,  any  horses  so  taken, 
that  the  real  owners  upon  procuring  attested  proof, 
may  receive  their  creatures  by  coming  or  sending  for 
them.  You  will  receive  herewith  a  cask  of  shoes, 
containing  14  dozen  pairs,  which  are  to  be  distributed 
among  the  needy  of  the  soldiers,  taking  care  that 
account  is  kept  to  whom  they  are  delivered,  so  that 
the  price  may  be  stopped  from  their  pay,  at  the  usual 
rates  of  7/6  per  pair,  and  let  me  be  immediately 
advised  of  their  deliver)-  and  payment.  You  will 
order  as  strong  an  escort  with  the  wagons  as  you 
can,  as  far  as  Pearsalls  ;  and  should  any  of  the 
wagoners  want  provisions,  let  them  be  served,  order- 
ing your  commissary  to  remit  an  account  of  it  to  the 
commissary  here,  that  it  may  be  deducted  from  theii* 
wages. 


TO  GOVERNOR    DINWIDDIE. 

WiKCMsnTR.  8  Seixemtwi.  1756. 


HoNBLE.  Sir, 

I  received  your  favours  of  the  igth,  20th.  and  21st 
ultimo,  and  wrote  immediately  to  the  commanding 
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officers  of  the  counties  of  Prince  William,  Culpepcr, 
and   Fairfax,   to   march   their  drafts   to  this  pla< 
There  are  none  of  them  yet  arrived,  nor  do  I  kn 
whether  they  are  made. 

Your  Honor's  tetter  of  the  19th  mentions  thai  I 
may  enlist  ser\'ants  agreeable  to  the  act  of  Parlia- 
ment ;  but  as  1  have  not  yet  seen  thai,  am  at  a  loss 
how  to  proceed,  until  I  receive  your  further  orders 
or  a  copy  of  the  act."  It  will  occasion  great  mur- 
muring and  discontent  to  the  masters,  if  they  are  not 
paid  immediately  for  their  servants  ;  so  I  hope  your 
Honor  will  order  them  to  make  application  to  you 
for  the  money.  When  these  points  arc  settled,  and 
1  have  received  your  Honor's  farther  orders,  I  shall 
send  out  some  officers  to  recruit  It  is  the  best,  most 
expeditious,  nay,  only  method,  I  know  of  naiv  lo 
recruit  the  forces,  as  I  doubt  not  we  shall  meet  with 
as  good  success  as  our  neighborhood.  And  I  am 
credibly  informed,  an  officer  of  the  regulars  enlisted 
30  in  one  day  in  Maryland.  I  shall  in  the  meantime 
recruit  all  that  offer,  to  prevent  their  leaving  the 
Colony,  but  shall  be  glad  of  farther  instructions.  A 
copy  of  the  act  I  ought  to  have  above  all  things. 
The  men  are  much  satisfied  with  the  augmentation 
of  their  pay,  but  nothing  will  prevent  their  desertion 
while  they  are  kindly  received  and  entertained  thiol 


'  The  Govecnot  }\*A  merely  copied  (he  words  from  one  of  Wuhington't  1«- 
lerB,  and  w»s  igrornni  of  any  agt  of  Pxiliuneiit  suiborUiag  :hc  cntUttnenl  d 
servanli.  Wlicn  tliu  Gi-neral  Atsembly  ntel  lowinU  the  ciid  o(  Sepleoibar  the 
Governor  slated  that  he  had  been  **  ordered  to  recommend  "  ■  proper  provision 
for  paying  Ihe  maslers  of  «ervants  at  ihoald  enliM.  and  the  Auembly  na  pi»- 
vided. 


^ 
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the  Colony,  and  even  under  the  eye  of  the  civil  magis- 
trate. Perhaps  a  proclamation  of  pardon  to  all  who 
would  surrender  themselves  and  return  to  their  duty 
might  be  of  service.  Those  delivered  to  the  consta- 
bles are  always  suffered  to  escape,  and  no  notice 
taken  of  it  AH  the  necessaries  I  can  get  in  the 
Colony,  the  men  do  not  want  for  ;  but  others  indis- 
pensably necessary-  cannot  be  had.  We  are  in  great 
want  of  drums.  I  got  one  from  Colonel  Randolph. 
We  have  got  no  conveniences  to  mend  old  drums, 
tho'  we  do  the  best  with  what  we  have,  which  I 
believe  is  scarcely  more  than  four  verj-  bad  ones  to 
the  whole  regiment  ;  and  we  have  drummers  for  all 
the  companies  learning. 

I  shall  be  down  at  the  time  your  Honor  directs  to 
wait  upon  the  Earl  of  Loudoun.  I  am  in  hopes  they 
can  do  without  me  in  Napp's  affair.  I  have  ordered 
Lieutenant  Hall  down  to  the  day  you  appointed.' 
The  Quakers  still  remain  here,  and  shall  until  the 
other  drafts  are  discharged.  Thro'  the  means  of 
their  officers  chiefly,  I  believe,  the  Rangers  are  quite 
adverse  to  enlisting  into  the  regiment,  Cockes  tells 
them  they  are  obliged  to  serve  no  longer  than  he 
commands  them,  and  it  was  upon  these  terms  they 
say,  they  enlisted,  and  that  they  will  serve  if  they  can 
continue  under  the  command  of  their  own  Captains. 
So  they  must  be  discharged,  as  the  fund  is  exhausted. 
They  are  acquainted  with  the  late  encouragement, 

*  "Ideira  you  will  otdcr  Li«ut.  Hall  down  licrc  lill  ibc  14th  of  0«r.,  10 
be  eTidcnee  igUJUl  M'.  Hcdgcnun.  who  liLti  ireatc!  my  ch.iraclct  in  a  vitUin- 
ooi  manoar  awl  witli  ciui  iiijuiit><:c,  anil  1  am  deicnnin«d  10  make  an  example 
o(  \am."~DiniiiUAt  t»  Waskitift»n,  Ii)  Aug.,  I JS6. 
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but  nothing  will  engage  them  to  enlist  I  should  be 
glad  of  express  orders  in  this  affair.  It  may  be  of 
service  in  engaging  the  Tusks  to  assist  us.  if  the 
Nottaways  art  paid ;  and  I  refer  them  to  your  Honor 
for  a  consideration.  The  Indians  area  very  covet- 
ous people,  and  expect  to  be  well  rewarded  for  the 
least  service. 

1    am    afraid    military    threats    will   not  deter  the 
Pennsylvanian  butchers  from  driving  away  the  cattle. 
I  would  have  been  glad  to  have  received  particul 
directions  concerning  the  provisions,  as  to  the  quan 
tity,  and  where  it  must  be  deposited.     I  fear  it 
scarcely  practicable  to  get  Indians  to  go  now  to  the 
Twightwees  ;  I  doubt  not  it  would  be  of  service,  but 
how  it  is  to  be  effected  I  know  not,  as  we  have  no 
Indians  In  our  assistance,  but  those  expected  from 
the   Southward.     People  here    in  general   are  very     , 
selfish ;  every  person  expects  forces  at  his  own  door, 
and  is  angry  to  see  them  at  his  neighbours.      I  im- 
agine they  are  much  of  the  same  stamp  in  Augusta..M 

I  wish  the  new  commission  for  this  county  may™ 
have  the  intended  effect  The  number  of  tippling  , 
houses  kept  here  is  a  great  grievance.  I 

All  the  efforts  which  have  been  made  here  to  raise 
the  militia  have  proved  ineffectual. 

War  having  been  proclaimed  here  and  at  Fort 
Cumberland,  and  the  guns  from  Rock  Creek  brought 
up  some  time  ago.  Ensign  Fleming,  in  Captain 
Hog's  absence,  will  be  wanted  at  his  post.  But  your 
Honor  will  be  pleased  to  do  as  you  like  in  the  affair. 
I  am  glad  theCherokees  have  determined  to  come  to 
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our  assistance,  and  to  hear  of  the  lirm  attachment  of 
them  and  the  Catawbas  to  our  interest  They  will 
be  of  particular  service — more  than  twice  their  num- 
ber of  white  men.  When  they  arrive,  which  1  pray 
may  be  soon,  we  may  deal  with  the  French  In  their 
own  way ;  and,  by  visiting  their  country,  will  keep 
their  Indians  at  home.  I  sent  off  expresses  to  en- 
quire for  fuzees  for  them.  Have  not  yet  heard  from 
Colonel  Mason.  In  Fredricksburg,  I  am  informed, 
there  are  about  29.  Mr.  Hunterof  that  place  informs 
me  that  Mr.  George  Braxton  has  at  least  5oo  very 
good,  light  and  fit  for  Indians.  I  shall  send  immedi- 
ately to  Fort  Cumberland  for  a  sufficient  quantity  of 
the  stores.  Our  men  are  very  much  harassed  in  en- 
deavoring to  protect  the  frontiers,  which  the  great 
extent  of  territory  renders  impossible  to  be  done 
properly  with  our  small  numbers.  But  we  have  been 
happy  in  being  tolerably  peaceable  and  holding  our 
own  of  late,  while  Maryland  and  Pennsylvania  fly  in 
the  utmost  consternation.  The  frontiers  of  Marj-- 
iand  are  abandoned  for  many  miles  below  the  Blue 
Ridge,  as  low  as  Frederick-Town,  thro'  which  place 
I  am  credibly  informed  no  less  than  350  wagons, 
transporting  the  affrighted  families,  passed  in  the 
space  of  three  days.  By  which  means,  Potowmack 
River,  which  is  now  our  frontier,  is  deserted  on  the 
Mar}'land  side  40  miles  below  Conococheague,  and 
as  much  in  a  parellel  below  Winchester,  and  is  now 
more  than  any  the  theater  of  bloodshed  and  cruelty. 
Those  Indians  who  are  now  coming  should  be 
shewed  all  possible  respect,  and  the  greatest  tare 
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taken  of  them,  as  upon  them  much  depends.  "T  is  a 
critical  time,  they  are  ver)'  humoursome,  and  their  as- 
sistance very  necessarj- !  One  false  step  might  not 
only  lose  us  thai,  but  even  turn  them  against  us. 
All  kinds  of  necessarj-  goods,  &c,  should  be  got  for 
them. 

If  your  Honor  does  not  care  to  trouble  yourself 
about  it,  and  please  to  give  mc  orders,  and  furnish 
me  with  money  or  letters  of  credit  (for  our  paper  . 
money  passes  to  great  disadvantage,  andthe  CommiG^^ 
tee  will  not  agree  to  provide  those  necessaries  as  they" 
expect  Indian  affairs  come  more  properly  under  your 
regard)  I  will  get  them  immediately  from  Philadel-  i 
phia,  which  is  the  only  place  that  I  know  of  that  we  , 
can  possibly  be  supplied  from.  ^| 

Sometime  ago  1  wrote  to  your  Honor  about  Jen-" 
kins'  pay,  which  you  then  ordered  me  to  advance.  But  . 
as  the  Committee  have  ordered  that  ^6  lo,  which 
I  paid  him,  should  be  got  back,  I  thought  proper  to 
acquaint  your  Honor  with  it,  as  I  must  bring  it  in 
now  as  a  private  charge  against  your  Honor — it 
being  disallowed  in  my  accompt.  I  have  also  paid 
the  expresses  with  the  declaration  of  war  and  the 
proclamation  concerning  La  Force,  which  I  shall 
include  in  the  same  accompt,  and  settle  with  your 
Honor  at  meeting.  Your  Honor  mentions  that  when 
the  drafts  are  discharged,  the  number  of  officers 
must  be  reduced.  It  is  true  we  have  a  greater  num- 
ber than  is  necessary  for  that  of  the  men,  at  present : 
but  as  it  is  absolutely  necessary  to  keep  the  forces, 
and  a  larger  number  than  we  now  have,  I  think  some 
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means  should  be  fallen  upon  to  augment  them.  And 
altho"  the  officers  have  not  complied  with  their 
promises,  I  will  venture  to  say  they  did  it  as 
well  as  any  after  appointed  will  do,  unless  some 
scheme  is  fallen  upon,  and  a  better  foundation  for  re- 
cruiting. And  as  the  most  of  our  present  corps  are 
gentlemen  of  family,  and  have  now  been  sometime  in 
the  ser^'ice,  !  fear  we  should  exchange  for  the  worse, 
if  we  aim  at  a  change. 

I  think  it  highly  necessary  some  vigorous  measures 
should  be  taken  to  engage  or  compel  the  deserters  to 
return  to  their  duty.  It  certainly  would  be  of  ser\'ice 
were  the  King's  attorneys  in  the  several  counties, 
ordered  to  prosecute  all  who  harbour  them,  without 
respect  of  persons.  The  immediate  loss  we  suffer  for 
want  of  their  services  Is  greater  than  the  prejudice 
they  do  the  service  in  general  thro'  the  country',  by 
asserting  falsehoods  of  the  ill-treatment  they  re- 
ceived from  their  officers,  and  the  great  want  of 
every  thing  in  the  regiment  except  bad  usage.  This 
they  do,  in  order  to  gain  the  compassion  of  credulous 
people,  who  immediately  receive  them  with  open  arms, 
listen  to  their  complaints,  and  industriously  propa- 
gate them  thro'  the  countr)'.  and  screen  the  offenders 
from  justice !  There  is  one  Crisp  here,  a  ship- 
carpenter,  who  says  he  was  enlisted  by  your  Honor 
at  2/  per  day.  He  is  of  no  ser\-ice  to  us  now,  and  I 
should  be  glad  to  know  what  must  be  done  with  him, 
and  who  is  to  pay  his  wages  ?  For  the  Committee 
I  know  will  grudge  him  a/  per  day,  for  which  we  re- 
ceived no  equivalent  service  of  any  kind. 
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As   it  seems  uncertain   when  the   Assembly  will 
meet.  I   think  it  my  indispensable  duty  to  observe  to 
your  Honor  the  bad  consequences  that    may  arise 
from  want  of  proper  measures  to  reinforce  the  re- 
quirement, or  to  keep  up  a  sufficient  strength  for  the 
protection  of  the  frontiers,  when  the  drafts  are  to  be 
discharged  in  December."     The  timorous  disposition 
of  the   inhabitants  occasions  much   confusion   and 
trouble ;  and   constantly  are  for  flying  off  on  tlie    , 
least  noise  or  report  of  danger.    And  if  they  are  les»^ 
ened  in  their  sense  of  security  by  a  reduction  of  our  " 
forces,  what  must  Ihcn  be  the  event  ? 

The  only  body  of  inhabitants  is  now.  and  has  tor 
some  time  past  been  settled  on  the  South  Branch, 
and  it  is  with  the  greatest  difficulty  they  can  be  pre- 
vailed upon  to  stay.  Should  they  once  give  way,  we 
shall  not  have  a  soul  betwixt  this  and  Fort  D 
Quesne,  except  what  few  soldiers  are  containedj 
the  little  forts  on  Pattersons  Creek. 

At  present,  affairs  are  still  and  peaceable,  but  how 
long  they  will  remain  so  is  uncertain.  The  French, 
flushed  with  so  much  success  in  all  their  attempts 
hitherto,  may  have  some  grand  scheme  in  view,  and 
surprize  us,  as  in  that  most  unlucky  affair  of  Oswego, 
which  I  heartily  wish  may  be  yet  groundless. 

These  letters  enclosed  will  show  your  Honor  what 
obstacles  we  meet  with  in  enlisting  servant ;  and  as 
I  expect  opposition   will  be  made  in  every  place  1 

'  The  Aucmbly  convened  Sqitember  23.  Elghl  Ihouund  pounds  wtn  ip- 
proprialed  to  raise  Virginiii's  proportion  of  th*  Rofal  Americsn  Rtgincat. 
— Utning,  vii,,  p.  Ql, 
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send  to  recruit  at.  I  beg  your  Honor  would  be  per- 
emptor>'  and  particular  in  your  instructions  relative 
to  this  affair,  both  as  to  masters  and  magistrates. 

Mr.  Jones  is  just  came  to  town  from  Augusta,  who 
informs  me  no  account  of  the  Cherokees  is  yet 
known  of  in  that  county  ;  so  that  we  need  not  look 
for  them  these  two  or  tliree  weeks  yet. 


TO   GOVERNOR    DINWIDDIE. 

Mount  VnHON,  33  Sepiembar.  t}S6. 

HoNBLE.  Sir, 

Under  your  kind  indulgence  1  came  to  this  place  a 
few  days  ago,  expecting  to  meet  the  executors  of  my 
deceased  brother,  in  order  to  make  a  final  settlement 
of  his  afifairs.  1  was  disappointed  tho'  in  this  design, 
by  the  Assembly  having  called  away  the  principal 
persons  concerned,  which  1  was  unacquainted  with 
until  Jenkins'  return,  about  the  same  time  that  I 
got  down.  I  shall  remark,  in  obedience  to  your 
Honor's  request,  such  things  relating  to  the  Virginia 
regiment  as  occur  to  me  now,  requiring  the  Assem- 
bly's attention  ; '  and  if  any  thing  further  presents  it- 
self, I  shall  communicate  it  from  Winchester,  for 
which  place  I  shall  set  out  this  afternoon.  I  have 
often  urged,  for  one  thing,  the  necessity  of  enforcing 
the  articles  of  war  in  all  their  parts,  where  it  is  not 
incompatible  with  the  nature  of  this  ser\'ice.  I  have 
been  surprised,  as  often  as  I  have  reflected,  and  really 

'  Thii  letter,  thfOD^  ih«  dela^  ol  the  ineiiencci,  did  not  i«Mh  Dlnwlildlc 
until  Uw  AMmblr  kMl  Ixon  prorogued. 
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cannot  devise  any  reason,  why  the  Assembly  should 
be  so  much  averse  to  established  rules  (or  the  regu- 
lation of  their  forces,  which  long  experience  in  estab- 
lished armies  fully  evinces  the  necessity  of.  And  my 
surprise  is  yet  increased,  when  I  consider  how  cau- 
tiously worded  the  act  of  Parliament  is,  to  preserve 
the  rights  and  liberties  of  the  people  against  the 
arbitrary  proceedings  of  the  military  officers.  i 

Wc  are  under  a  kind  of  regulation  at  present,  that  fl 
renders  command  extremely  difficult  and  precarious, 
as  no  crimes.  I  believe,  are  particularly  notified  but 
mutiny  and  desertion  in  the  act  of  Assembly,  not- 
withstanding there  are  many  others  equally  punisha- 
ble by  act  of  Parliament. 

One  thing  more,  which  particularly  requires  atten- 
tion, is  the  billeting,  quartering,  and  dieting  of  soldiers 
upon  the  inhabitants,  which  in  many  cases  cannot  ^_ 


avoided. 

1  have,  in  several  letters  to  your  Honor,  expressed 
my  opinion  with  candor  and  freedom,  about  the  situ- 
ation, works,  and  garrison  at  Fort  Cumberland.  1 
shall,  nevertheless  (as  you  command  me  to  lay  before 
your  Honor  such  things  as  require  the  Assembly's 
notice,)  repeat  on  this  occasion  my  apprehensive  fears 
once  more  for  that  place,  to  avoid,  if  any  accident 
should  happen  to  it,  the  malicious  reflections,  which  in- 
separably attend  misfortunes  of  the  kind.  I  have 
upon  all  occasions  said,  that  Fort  Cumberland  is  a 
place  of  no  strength,  and  never  can  be  tenable  from 
the  badness  of  the  ground.  It  is  far  remote  from 
any  of  our  inhabitants,  exposed  to  the  insults  of  the 
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enemy,  renders  the  communication  between  that  and 
the  inhabitants  difficult,  and  it  is  not  the  more  con- 
venient for  annoying  the  enemy  ;  contains  all  our  val- 
uable stores  (save  what  I  have  removed  to  Winches- 
ter), and  a  garrison  of  one  hundred  and  sevent\-. 
which  are  too  many  a  number  to  be  spared  from 
other  places,  just  to  defend  the  stores  at  this,  and  not 
enough  to  afford  detachments  to  waylay  and  surprise 
the  enemy.  I  shall,  therefore,  beg  leave  to  observe, 
in  regard  to  Fort  Cumberland,  that  if  it  is  continued, 
we  [must  be]  confined  to  act  defensively,  and  keep 
our  forces  dispersed  as  they  now  are.  The  place 
must  be  fortified  with  strong  works,  or  else  inevita- 
bly fall,  garrison  and  stores,  into  the  enemy's  hands. 
How  fatal  a  stroke  !  And  what  noise  this  will  make, 
the  censure  of  mankind  will  speedily  declare. 

I  enclose  your  Honor  Colonel  Stephen's  letter  on 
this  head,  in  answer  to  one  I  wrote  to  him  on  the 
subject 

I  did,  from  the  beginning,  express  my  sentiments 
against  having  smalt  garrisons  in  a  chain  of  forts 
along  our  frontiers — garrisons  not  sufficient  to  de- 
fend the  walls  (how  then  the  inhabitants  when  the 
enemy  are  about  ?)  and  shall  now  give  a  few  reasons 
upon  which  this  opinion  was  grounded.  We  have  a 
frontier  of  such  immense  extent,  that  to  build  forts 
at  convenient  distances  would  employ  such  numbers 
of  men,  or  divide  our  troops  Into  such  trifling  [par- 
tics,]  that  no  one  part  could  defend  itself,  much  less 
the  inhabitants,  were  the  country  invaded. 

The  most  effectual  way  that  I  can  see,  though  none 
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can  answer  while  we  act  defensively,  is  to  have  no 
more  than  three  or  four  large,  strong  forts,  built  at 
convenient  distances,  upon  our  frontiers  ;  in  which 
strong  garrisons  must  be  maintained,  that  parties 
able  to  cope  with  when  they  hear  of  or  do  meet  the 
enemy  may  be  sent  out,  and  these  parties  in  constant 
succession  to  be  ranging  and  scouring  the  countr)-. 
Here  a  difficulty  will  arise,  as  others  will  in  everj'  de- 
fensive plan  that  can  be  offered.  How  arc  these 
ranging  parties,  sent  out  in  this  manner,  and  proba- 
bly remaining  on  the  scout  from  ten  to  fourteen 
days,  to  be  supplied  with  provisions,  the  inhabitants 
being  so  thinly  settled,  and  the  forts  so  far  extended  ? 
The  difficulty  is  great,  yet  not  sufficient  to  render 
this  plan  inferior  to  the  former.  For  in  the  other 
case,  when  the  enemy  is  heard  of.  the  garrison  can 
only  send  out  parties,  more  fit  to  reconnoiter  than 
oppose.  These  parties,  if  they  prove  too  small 
(which  in  all  probability  they  may),  are  certain  of 
falling  a  prey  to  the  enemy,  whose  numbers  cannot 
be  known  until  thus  proved.  I  could  urge  many 
things  more  on  this  head,  but  believe  it  useless. 
What  I  have  already  said.  I  hope,  is  sufficient  to  give^ 
your  Honor  a  hint  of  the  matter,  and  that  is  all  I 
aimed  at.  We  may  form  many  schemes  to  defend 
ourselves,  but  experience  will  show,  that  none  but 
removing  the  cause  will  prove  effectual.  Unless  the 
Assembly  concerts  some  measures  to  augment  their 
force,  the  country,  I  fear,  must  inevitably  fall.  The 
frontiers,  since  this  time  a  twelve  month,  arc  totally 
deserted  for  fifty  miles  and  upwards  quite  from  north 
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to  south,  and  all  below  that  greatly  thinned  by  the 
removal  of  numbers ;  occasioned  in  some  measure 
by  Maryland  and  Pennsylvania  giving  ground  so 
much  faster  than  wc  do,  which  exposes  a  %'ery  fine 
country  of  ours  on  that  side,  as  low  as  Monocacy  in 
Maryland,  several  miles  on  this  side  the  Blue  Ridge. 

I  believe  I  might  also  add,  that  no  person,  who 
regards  his  character,  will  undertake  a  command 
without  the  means  of  preserving  it ;  since  his  conduct 
is  culpable  for  all  misfortunes,  and  never  right  but 
when  successful. 

I  cannot  think  any  number  under  two  thousand 
men  sufficient  to  cover  our  extensive  frontiers,  and 
with  them  it  is  impossible  to  prevent  misfortunes, 
however  easy  the  world  may  think  it.  What  means 
can  be  used  to  raise  these  men,  I  know  not,  unless 
the  listing  servants  is  thought  expedient ;  and  that 
(alone)  will  prove  ineffectual.  Some  resolve  should 
be  come  to  about  the  ranging  companies.  Under 
what  regulations  those  are  in  Augusta,  and  what 
service  they  have  done  the  country,  I  know  not 
Those  on  this  quarter  have  done  little  service,  and 
amount  (both  companies)  to  about  thirty  men  only 
at  this  time.  I  apprehend  it  will  be  thought  advisa- 
ble to  keep  a  garrison  always  at  Fort  Loudoun  ;  for 
which  reason  I  would  beg  leave  to  represent  the 
great  nuisance  the  number  of  tippling-houses  in  Win- 
chester are  of  to  the  soldiers,  who,  by  this  means,  in 
despite  of  the  utmost  care  and  vigilance,  are,  so  long 
as  their  pay  holds  good,  incessantly  drunk,  and  unfit 
for  service. 
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The  rates  of  their  liquor  are  immoderately  high, 
and  the  publicans  throughout  the  countrj'  charge  one 
shilling  per  meal,  currency,  for  soldier's  diet ;  and  the 
countrj'  only  allows  the  recruiting  officer  eight  pence 
per  day  for  the  maintenance  of  a  soldier,  by  which 
means  he  loses  in  proportion  as  he  gets  men,  which 
is  much  complained  of,  and  is  in  reality  a  discoura- 
ging circumstance  meriting  redress.  The  want  of  a 
chaplain  does,  1  humbly  conceive,  reflect  dishonor 
upon  the  regiment,  as  all  other  officers  are  allowed 
The  gentlemen  of  the  corps  arc  sensible  of  this,  and 
did  propose  to  support  one  at  their  private  expense. 
But  I  think  it  would  have  a  more  graceful  appear- 
ance were  he  appointed  as  others  are.  I  could  wish 
some  method  were  practised  to  bring  the  commonalty 
acquainted  with  the  laws  against  entertaining  of  de- 
serters, and  to  enforce  those  laws  more  effectually 
than  they  ever  have  been.  The  number  of  cattle 
that  has  been  drove,  and  now  is  continually  driving 
to  Pennsylvania,  may  be  thought  worth  noticing. 

I  informed  your  Honor  immediately  after  my  ac- 
compts  were  cursorily  examined  in  April  last,  that 
the  Committee  objected  to  the  money  advanced  Jen- 
kins ;  and  you  ordered  me  to  pay  him  as  the  money 
became  due,  which  you  would  see  me  paid.  In 
August  last,  when  my  accompts  were  again  exam- 
ined, and  the  same  charge  still  remaining,  the  Com- 
mittee resolved  that  I  should  get  it  back  from  Jen- 
kins ;  which  cannot  be  done,  unless  your  Honor  Will 
please  to  do  it.  As  they  have  absolutely  refused  to 
allow  this  charge,  I  should  be  glad  to  receive  direc- 
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tions  how  to  act  with  Jenkins  ;  and  to  know  whether 
you  would  have  him  continued  any  longer  as  a  rider. 
There  is  an  officer  of  the  American  Regiment  re- 
cruiting at  Alexandria,  and  purposes  to  go  thro'  the 
country,  and  pass  into  Carolina.  He  has  enlisted 
some  ser\'ants,  and  purposes  to  take  all  he  can  meet 
with.  This,  I  believe,  may  evince  the  necessity  of 
our  following  his  example,  otherwise  we  suffer  our 
countrj'  to  be  weakened  by  those  and  receive  no 
immediate  advantage  from  it ;  tho'  I  imagine  the 
expense  will  be  near  the  same  to  the  country,  their 
being  in  the  King's  or  country's  ser\'ice.' 
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TO   GOVERNOR   DINWIDDIE, 

WiNCHESTEK.  3S  September,  1756. 


HoNBLE.  Sir, 

I  arrived  here  last  night,  and  find  things  in  the 
peaceable  state  I  left  them  on  this  Quarter ;  and 
tiicrcfore  set  out  to-morrow  for  Augusta.     As  Mr. 

'  For  Mme  lime  complaints  were  freely  mule  of  the  miibehavtot  of  ihe  olli- 
oer»  in  tbo  VitsinU  regiment.  la  M«y  both  the  Govemot  and  ihe  Speaker  had 
WfiUen  M  Wufaington  of  the  repoiled  immoraliliet  and  diunkenncui  ainoD|>  hU 
f«R«,  and  lbs  gro««  nagletl  nf  dniy  thai  ptcvaileil,  bul  hl>  fiiendA  wcra  agreed 
that  no  chars*  '>■■'  t***"  m'^c  ogainii  him  pertonally.  In  the  fall  the  aitacki. 
CBme  10  a  bead  aiid  a  Msriet  of  cilmek  and  miiidccdi  of  which  the  VlrK>>ii)>  'Ct;i- 
nant  had  been  );ni1ly  wii  pubtiihed  in  llic  Virgitda  G^tflle.  'he  nflicial  pajwi 
of  the  colony,  over  th«  lignature  "  Ceniiiiel  X."  Thi>  icutriloui  writing  an- 
i;cr«d  WaahlnetoQ.  and  in  tpUe  of  Ihe  advice  cJ  hia  lirolhei.  of  llic  bjiealier,  and 
oihei  iDlimate  friends  (o  like  no  notice  of  it.  he  detentiined  to  migo  or  to 
obtain  n»di  a  vindication  as  would  prove  the  (oliity  of  ihe  chargei.  The  prin- 
cipal oScort  sKler  hit  command  thteaten«>l  to  throw  up  ihcir  comniiv.ioi]ii.  and 
appealed  10  the  Governor  and  Ihe  AHembly  for  redres.  and  laiidaction  equiv. 
alenl  to  th«  injuiy.  that  ia,  a  paHlIc  deckrilion  nf  confidence  in  them.  In  hj> 
caab  book  to  an  eniry  of  tot.,  Mnt  to  Augusline  Waalilngton,  for  "puliliahine 
an  answer  10  the  loifa  centinel,"  but  00  tuch  aniwer  appeared  in  piinl. 
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Walker  has  declined,  it  is  absolutely  necessary 
have  a  Commissary  immediately  appointed,  who 
should  have  express  orders  where,  and  for  what  num- 
ber of  men  to  lay  in  Provisions ;  and  should  be  fur- 
nished with  cash  before  he  sets  out,  as  every  thing 
will  be  got  with  less  trouble  &  cheaper  by  that 
means.  The  time  for  buying  provisions  will  soon  be 
elapsed.  1  have  ordered  the  Assistant  Commissar>' 
here,  that  time  may  not  be  lost,  to  lay  in  twelve 
months  provision  for  a  thousand  men.  To  have  at 
each  fort  as  much  provision  as  will  maintain  the 
Garrison  until  the  ist  May — -and  the  rest  to  be  lodged 
at  this  place  of  safety  ;  so  that  in  case  an  Expedition 
should  be  determined  upon  in  the  Spring,  it  may  be  1 
in  readiness,  and  the  several  Garrisons  rendezvous'^^ 
without  the  incumbrances  of  transporting  stores  & 
Provisions.  These  orders  1  have  given,  not  knowing 
what  else  would  be  satisfactory ;  being  ignorant  of 
the  plans,  &c  concerted,  and  acting  entirely  like  a 
Wanderer  in  unknown  paths  !  If  it  should  not  cor- 
roborate with  your  Honor's  sentiments  &  with 
those  of  the  Assembly,  it  is  not  too  late  to  alter  the 
directions,  and  give  any  others.  It  is  for  this  purpose 
I  mention  it  now  that  your  Honor  may,  as  Assembly 
are  sitting,  appoint  the  Commissary,  and  give  me 
directions  what  quantity  of  provision  to  provide  and 
in  what  magazines  to  lodge  them  ;  and  then  I  will 
take  the  blame  if  it  is  not  done,  late  as  the  season  is. 
The  number  of  little  paultry  forts  along  the  fron- 
tiers, render  the  forces  very  difficult  &  expensive  to 
be  supplied  with  provision.     If  the  Assembly  should 
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continue  determined  to  act  defensively  and  should 
come  into  a  Resolve  of  building  a  few  Forts  instead 
of  the  many  intended,  I  would  recommend  only  one 
at  the  most  convenient  place  in  each  frontier  county. 
viztf  Hampshire.  Augusta.  &  Bedford,  and  that  the 
one  in  Hampshire  be  built  on  a  line  betwixt  this 
&  Fort  Du  Quesne,  and  made  cannon-proof ;  as  it 
lies  most  exposed  and  has  a  free  communication  for 
carriages  from  the  Enemy.  As  to  the  others — there 
being  no  possibility,  without  first  opening  the  roads. 
to  approach  them  with  Artillery  I  conceive  if  they  are 
built  large,  regular  and  defensible  against  musketry 
it  is  sufficient — for  others  will  be  very  expensive. 

I  desired  to  know  in  my  last  what  should  be  done 
with  the  Ranging  Companies,  .since  that,  I  am  told 
they  have  all  deserted  to  a  few.  Their  posts  must 
be  filled  with  a  Company  of  the  Regiment  from  the 
Branch  ;  which  will  occasion  fresh  uneasiness  to  the 
Inhabitants,  as  they  are  continually  pestered  by  the 
enemy ;  a  party  of  whom  was  defeated  the  other  day 
by  Ensign  Smith  &   12  men  of  the  Regiment,  who 

killed  one  man,  took  a  number  of moccasins. 

scalping  kni%'e.s,  and  4  neat  french  Furces. 

As  Captain  Mercer  is  summoned  and  must  appear 
against  Napp  (as  /  do  not)  at  the  6th  day  of  the 
court,  I  expect  he  will  get  a  supply  of  cash  from  the 
Treasurer,  the  last  being  all  gone. 

Blankets,  Shirts  &  Cartridge-paper  are  much 
wanted  for  immediate  use ;  and  must  if  possible 
be  soon  provided,  as  we  cannot  do  without  them. 
They  have  had  information  on  the  Branch,  that  tht: 
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Dunkers  (who  are  all  Doctors)  entertain  the  Indians 
who  are  wounded  here,  and  that  there  were  several 
there  with  them.  Captain  Spotswood  marched  oui 
with  So  men  tu  their  Houses,  to  bring  in  all  he  fine 
there. 


TO   GOVERNOR    DINWIDDIE. 

Hautax,  10  October,  t7;6.1 

Sir, 

This  day  within  five  miles  of  the  Carolina  line,  as 
I  was  proceeding  to  the  southernmost  fort  in  Halifax, 
I  met  Major  Lewis  on  his  return  from  the  Cherokees, 
with  seven  men  and  three  women  only  of  that  nation. 
The  causes  of  this  unhappy  disappointment  I  have 
desired  him  to  communicate,  that  your  Honor  may 
take  measures  accordingly.'  This  account  is  sent  by 
express,  to  give  the  earliest  notice  while  the  Assem- 
bly is  sitting.  I  shall  defer  giving  a  particular  detail 
of  my  remarks  and  observations  on  the  situation  of 
our  frontiers,  until  I  return  to  Winchester,  as  1  ex- 
pect by  that  time  to  be  more  intimately  acquainted 
with  the  unhappy  circumstances  of  the  people.  Yd 
I  shall  not  omit  mentioning  some  occurrences,  which 
have  happened  in  my  tour  to  this  place.  I  wrote 
your  Honor  from  Winchester,  that  I  should  set  out 
the  next  day  for  Augusta.  I  accordingly  did,  with 
Captain  McNeill ;  and  hearing  at  the  Court-Houst, 
that  the   Indians  still  continue   their  depredations, 

>  There  hat)  br«ii  unguin«  expectations  that  lour  hundrcid  Cherokee  lodUn 
would  juin  tlie  Virginia  foicn  ;  anil  it  wu  suppoBcd  that  Major  l.cwlt  ironU 
tclum  wilh  thai  nurahor. 
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although  not  so  openly  as  at  Brst,  I  applied  to  Colo- 
nel Stewart,  then  present,  to  raise  a  party  of  the 
militia,  and  said  I  would  head  them,  and  march  to 
Jackson's  River,  to  ir)-  to  scour  the  woods,  and,  if  pos- 
sible, fall  in  with  the  enemy.  He  gave  me  very  little 
encouragement  to  expect  any  men,  yet  desired  I 
would  wait  four  days,  until  Monday,  and  he  would 
use  his  endeavours  to  collect  a  body.  Until  Tuesday 
I  waited,  and  only  five  men  appeared.  This  being 
too  inconsiderable  a  number  to  expose  to  a  trium- 
phant enemy.  1  was  advised  to  apply  to  Colonel  Bu- 
chanan for  men,  between  whom  and  Colonel  Stewart 
there  was  contention  about  command.  As  Colonel 
Buchanan  lived  at  Luney's  Ferry,  on  James  River, 
sixty  miles  along  the  road  to  Voss's,  on  the  Roanoke, 
where  Captain  Hog  was  building  a  fort,  to  which 
place  1  did  intend  [to  proceed,]  if  I  could  have  got 
men  to  range  along  the  frontiers  with  me.  I  set  out 
immediately  for  his  house,  attended  by  Captain 
Preston,  who  was  kind  enough  to  conduct  me  along, 
and  acquainted  the  Colonel  with  the  motives  that 
brought  me  thither.  He  told  me  with  very  great 
concern,  it  was  not  in  his  power  to  raise  men  ;  for 
that,  three  da)'s  before,  some  of  the  mtUtia  in  a  fort, 
about  Bfteen  miles  above  his  house,  at  the  head  of 
Catawba  Creek,  commanded  by  one  Colonel  Nash, 
was  attacked  by  the  Indians,  which  occasioned  all 
that  settlement  to  break  up  totally,  even  to  the  ferry 
at  Luney's ;  that  he  had  ordered  three  companies  to 
repair  thither,  to  march  against  the  enemy,  and  not 
one  man  came,  except  a  captain,  lieutenant,  &c,  and 
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seven  or  eight  men  from  Bedford.  Finding  then 
that  it  was  impossible  to  get  a  party  to  range  and 
scour  the  frontiers,  it  remained  only  to  proceed  with- 
out men  to  sec  the  situation  of  the  forts,  or  to  return 
back  again.  The  latter  I  %'as  loath  to  do,  as  I  had 
got  thus  far,  and  was  anxious  to  see  what  posture  of 
defence  they  were  in,  I  therefore  determined  to  come 
forward,  at  least  to  Voss's,  and  accordingly  set  out  in 
company  with  Colonel  Buchanan,  who.  being  desirous 
that  I  might  see  and  relate  their  unhappy  circum- 
stances, undertook  to  accompany  me.  We  got  safely 
to  Voss's,  where  Captain  Hog,  with  only  eightten 
of  his  company,  was  building  a  fort,  which  must  em- 
ploy him  till  Christmas  without  more  assistance.  One 
Captain  Hunt  from  Lunenburg,  was  there  with  thirtj' 
men  ;  but  none  of  them  would  strike  a  stroke,  unless 
I  would  engage  to  see  them  paid  forty  pounds  of 
tobacco  per  day,  which  is  provided  by  act  of  Assem- 
bly for  militia  carpenters.  This  I  certainly  could  not 
do,  as  your  Honor,  (who  I  thought  had  ordered  them 
purposely  out  for  this  duty,)  had  given  no  directions 
in  the  affair.  Whatever  expectations  your  Honor 
may  have  had  from  the  militia  assistance,  I  am  told 
they  never  lent  a  hand,  save  a  few,  that  first  came 
out  with  Captain  Hog,  whom  he  has  paid  after  the 
same  rates  with  our  men,  at  sixpence  per  diem. 
Voss's  place  is  a  pass  of  very  great  importance,  being 
a  very  great  inroad  of  the  enemy,  and  [would]  secure,  if 
it  was  strongly  garrisoned,  all  Bedford  and  the  great- 
est part  of  this  county,  notwithstanding  they  have 
built  three  forts  here,  and  ottc  of  them,  if  no  more 
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erected  in  my  opinion  in  a  vcr)'  out-of-the-way  place. 
This  they  call  Fori  Trial, 

From  Voss's  I  came  off  with  a  servant  and  a  guide, 
to  visit  the  range  of  forts  in  this  country  ;  and  in  less 
than  two  hours  after,  tft-o  men  were  killed  along  the 
same  road,  as  will  appear  by  Captain  McNeill's  letter, 
which  I  have  just  received,  and  herewith  send,  to  let 
your  Honor  see,  by  the  account  of  Captain  Hunt's 
behaviour,  what  dependence  may  be  put  in  the  mili- 
tia. The  inhabitants  are  so  sensible  of  their  danger, 
if  left  to  the  protection  of  these  people,  that  not  a 
man  will  stay  at  his  place.  This  1  have  from  their 
own  mouths,  and  the  principal  persons  of  Augusta 
county.  The  militia  are  under  such  bad  order  and 
discipline,  that  they  will  go  and  come  when  and  where 
they  please,  without  regarding  time,  their  officers,  or 
the  safety  of  the  inhabitants,  but  consulting  solely 
their  own  inclinations.  There  should  be,  according 
to  your  Honor's  orders,  one  third  of  the  militia  of 
these  parts  now  on  duty  at  once  ;  instead  of  that,  I 
believe  scarce  one-thirteenth  is  out.  They  are  to  be 
relieved  evcrj*  month  ;  they  are  more  than  that  time 
marching  to  and  from  their  stations,  and  will  not 
wait  one  day  longer  than  the  limited  time,  whether 
they  are  relieved  or  not,  let  the  necessity  for  it  be 
ever  so  urgent.  An  instance  of  this  kind  happened 
in  my  presence  about  four  days  ago,  in  the  case  of 
Captain  Daniel  from  Albemarle,  who  was  intreated 
by  Colonel  Buchanan  to  stay,  at  the  time  he  was 
gathering  or  attempting  to  gather  men,  upon  that 
alarm  at  the  Catawba  settlement  before  mentioned. 
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But  his  month  was  out,  and  go  he  must  and  did 
Nay,  I  believe  1  may  venture  to  say,  that,  whether 
his  month  had  been  out  or  not,  this  would  have  in* 
duced  him  to  go  ;  for  this  gentleman  went  away  from 
Voss's,  because  he  thought  it  a  dangerous  post,  giving 
that   for   his  reason,   and   left   Captain    Hog  with 
eighteen  men,  exposed  to  the  insults  of  the  cncmyi^tf 
Perhaps  it  may  be  thought  I  am  partial  in  my  rcla-^ 
tion,  and  reflect  unjustly.     I   really  do  not,  Sir.    I 
scorn  to  make  unjust  remarks  on  the  behaviour  of 
the  militia,  as  much  as  I  despise  and  contemn  the 
persons,  who  detract  from  mine  and  the  character  of 
the  regiment.     Were  it   not,    that  I    consulted   the 
good  of  the  public,  and  thought  these  garrisons  mer- 
ited redress,  I  should  not  think  it  worth  my  mention.     J 
I  only  want  to  make  the  country  sensible,  how  ardent^! 
ly  I  have  studied  to  promote  her  cause,  and  wish  very^ 
sincerely,  my  successor  may  fill  my  place    more  to 
their  satisfaction  in  everj'  respect,  than  I  have  been     ' 
able  to  do.     I  mentioned  in  my  last  to  your  Honor, 
that  I  did  not  think  a  less  number  than  two  thousand 
men  would  be  sufficient  to  defend  our  extensive  and     ' 
much   exposed   frontiers   from   the   ravages   of  the     j 
enemy.     I  have   not  had  one  reason   to   alter  my 
opinion,  but  many  to  strengthen  and  confirm  it.    And      ' 
I  flatter  myself,  the  country  will,  when  they  know  my 
determinations,  be  convinced  that  I   have  no  sinister 
views,  no  vain  motives  of  commanding  a  number  of 
men,  that  urge  me  to  recommend  this  number  to  your 
Honor, but  that  it  proceeds  from  the  knowledge  I  have 
acquired  of  the  country,  people,  &c,  to  be  defended. 
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Your  Honor,  I  hope,  will  give  directions  about  lay- 
ing in  provisions  on  our  southern  frontiers.  It  is  not 
in  my  power  to  do  it,  as  I  know  not  what  troops  can 
or  will  be  put  there ;  for  the  regiment  is  at  present 
too  weak  to  allow  any  men  to  march  from  the  quar- 
ter in  which  they  are  now  stationed.  I  set  out 
this  day  on  my  return  to  the  fort,  at  the  head  of 
Catawba,  where  Colonel  Buchanan  promised  to  meet 
me  with  a  party  to  conduct  me  along  our  frontiers,  up 
Jackson's  River  to  Fort  Dinwiddie.  and  higher  if 
needful.  If  he  does  not  meet  me,  I  shall  immediately 
proceed  to  Winchester,  as  it  will  be  impossible  to  do 
any  thing  without  men. 

If  your  Honor  think  proper  to  advance  the  pay  of 
the  militia,  in  order  to  engage  them  to  work,  please 
to  acquaint  Captain  Hog  therewith,  and  send  him 
money  for  that  purpose,  and  were  there  more  men 
ordered  to  cover  his  party,  and  assist  in  the  work,  it 
would  be  highly  advisable,  for  he  is  greatly  exposed. 
Major  Lewis  is  extremely  unwell.  This  express  is 
referred  to  your  Honor  for  pay.  I  have  not  money 
to  do  iL  I  am  hurried  a  good  deal,  but  have  given  a 
plain  account  of  all  those  several  matters  mentioned 
in  the  foregoing  sheet.     1  am,  &c. 


TO   MAJOR   DAVID    LEWIS.' 

FokT  DiNWiDDiK,  iS  Ociobn.  1756. 

Sir, 

Lieutenant  Bullet,  who  commands  at  this  place,  in 
the  absence  of  Captain  Hog,  tells  me  that  he  ap* 

■  01  Ibe  Albemuk  Militia,  at  Mill«r'*  Foit. 
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plied 


to  you  for  a  lew  men  to  join  such  parties  as  this 
Garrison  can  afford — ^to  range  the  woods,  and  assist 
the  inhabitants  in  securing  their  Grain,  gathering 
their  Corn,  &c,  and  that  you  have  refused  to  aid  him. 
I  conceive  if  you  did  so,  it  must  have  proceeded  froii 
a  misapprehension  of  his  meaning.  Therefore  I  ap* 
ply  to  you  myself  on  this  head  ;  and  desire  yoi 
comphance.  or  reasons  for  refusing. 

I  presume.  Sir,  it  will  be  needless  to  acquaint  you- 
your  own  good  sense  will  doubtless  evince  it,  that  the 
intent  of  sending  men  hither  was  to  protect  the  fron- 
tier inhabitants,  and  offer  them  comfort  by  relieving 
their  distresses,  and  wants  ;  which  [will]  not  in  any 
wise  be  accomplished,  while  you  remain  in  a  body  at ; 
certain  place,  forted  in,  as  if  to  defend  yourselves  wer 
the  sole  end  of  your  coming. 

You  will  I  hope  excuse  the  liberty  I  have  taken  if 
mentioning  this  affair,  when  I  tell  you  I  am  in  a  gr 
measure    authorized   by  the   Governor  to  direct 
these  matters. 


TO   LIEUTENANT<OLONEL  STEPHEN. 

WiNCMUTXR.  sj  October. 


i«6. 


Sir  : 

Last  night  I  returned  from  a  very  long  and  trouble- 
some jaunt  on  the  Frontiers,  as  far  as  Mayo  ;  whcrCi 
affairs  seem  to  be  in  a  dangerous  situation  :  and 
add  to  our  misfortunes,  I  find  our  neighbourhood 
here  on  the  wing,  you  and  your  Garrison  in  great  dis- 
tress &  danger ;  the  Enemy  ravaging  the  country 
about  Ccnogochieg,  Stony-Run,  and  South  Branch ; 
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loud  and  general  complaints  for  protection ;  few  or 
no  men  to  send  abroad  for  any  Ser\-ice. — In  short, 
so  melancholy  a  scene,  without  the  power  of  changing; 
it  to  our  satisfaction  and  interest,  611s  me  with  the 
greatest  anxiety  &  uneasiness.  1  shall  recite  you 
all  the  Governor's  last  letter  to  me  relative  to  Fort 
Cumberland  as  I  had  written  for  his  positive  direc- 
tions, vizt  : 

You  have  frequently  complained  to  me  of  the  situation, 
&c.  of  Fort  Cumberland,  and  1  have  wrote  yoti  how  disa- 
greeable it  was  to  me  to  give  up  any  place  of  strength,  as 
it  wou'd  raise  the  spirits  of  the  enemy,  at  the  same  time 
they  wou'd  Au<tpcct  ua  to  be  in  fear  of  them:  and  there- 
fore if  that  place  could  be  stationed  '  with  safety,  until  Lord 
Loudoun  gives  orders  thereon,  I  should  be  glad.  But  as  you 
arc  upon  the  spot,  and  think  it  vcrj*  prejudicial  to  the  Scr> 
vice  to  keep  that  Fortress;  I  desire  you  may  call  a  council 
of  ofRccrs  and  consult,  whether  it  is  most  advisable  to  keep 
it  or  to  demolish  it.  if  the  last,  you  must  take  care  to  have 
all  the  ammunition,  &c.  brought  to  Winchester:  and  de- 
stroy every  thing  which  you  conceive  may  be  of  service  to 
the  enemy.  This  affair  is  now  left  to  the  determination  of 
a  Council  of  OITlcent ;  and  1  desire  you  to  be  ver^'  explicit 
in  your  .ii^uments  on  this  head,  as  they  must  be  laid  before 
Lord  Loudoun.  I  was  always  averse  to  small  garrisons  on 
our  frontiers,  as  they  in  course  divided  our  men  into  small 
parties,  but  you  know  the  Assembly  were  so  fond  of  them, 
that  they  passed  a  Law  for  that  purpose — and  I  cannot  at 
present  alter  that  determination.' 

Thus  far  his  Honor.     As  it  appears  to  be  an  afiair 

'  Dinwiddle  wTOIc  nuKaied. 

'  Wuhii^on  hti  maitc  ■  (ow  wtbal  vhangn.  Thr  orlRln*!  may  be  (ouikI 
•n  JSmwiMif  f«ftri,  n..  p.  S"- 
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of  much  importance,  I  cannot  pretend  to  offer  my 
advice,  but  would  desire  you  and  the  officers  there  to 
deliberate  seriously  in  Council,  what  you  think  most 
proper,  to  be  done  ;  and  send  me  immediate  notice 
that  I  may  come  up  with  a  sufficient  number  of  wag- 
gons, (if  to  be  abandoned)  to  remove  the  Stores,  and 
likewise  to  hold  a  General  Court  Martial  on  the  mat- 
ter, to  avoid  future  reflection.  I  have  frequently 
mentioned  my  dislike  to  the  place,  for  these  Reasons: 
— First,  Its  insufficiency  for  any  tolerable  defence — 
Secondly,  its  distance  from  the  inhabitants — difficulty 
of  communication — and  answering  no  other  purpose 
than  burying  the  service  of  i/O  Men,  in  guarding  the 
Stores,  which  might  be  more  conveniently  done  tn 
other  forts.  Indeed,  had  we  men  enough  to  afford 
constant  scouting  parties  from  that  place  and  cou'd 
defend  the  country  hereabouts,  I  shou'd  approve  its 
being  supported  and  improved  in  strength  on  account 
of  the  advantages  we  might  expect  from  it — but  as 
this  is  not  the  case,  I  look  upon  it  as  rather  preju- 
dicial to  the  country.  The  additional  works  you 
mention  as  necessary  to  strengthen  the  fort,  I  cannot 
consent  to  without  positive  orders  from  the  Governor; 
as  I  shou'd  become  answerable  from  my  own  Estate 
for  such  expenses ;  unless  commanded  by  the  Governor 
or  Assembly.  The  Assembly  is  prorogu'd  to  the 
second  Thursday  of  next  month,  when  we  may  de- 
pend upon  some  alterations  in  our  present  constitu- 
tion :  and  if  you  think,  after  the  removal  of  part  of 
the  Stores,  it  can  be  maintained,  till  we  have  their 
determination— it  probably  may  be  more  advisable, 
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as  His  Excellency  Lord  Loudoun  is  then  expected. 
But  upon  the  whole — as  you  must  be  a  better  judge 
of  your  own  situation  &  danger,  and  the  Governor 
leaving  the  affair  to  a  council  of  Officers.  I  refer  the 
case  entirely  to  your  discretion  ;  hoping  you  will  ob- 
serve the  greatest  circumspection  &  prudence  in  all 
your  measures  ;  so  that  we  may  be  liable  to  no  blame 
for  any  future  consequences.  Enclosed  is  a  scheme 
I  intend  to  offer  the  Assembly,  if  they  cannot  be  per- 
suaded off  their  (if/atsive  notions,  although  I  am  de- 
termined to  urge  my  utmost  to  evince  the  advantages 
and  necessity  of  an  offensive  campaign ;  as  you  & 
ever)'  body  else  must  allow  that  carrying  the  war  into 
the  enemy's  country  is  the  surest  method  of  peace  at 
home  &  success  abroad.  And  until  an  attempt  is 
formed  against  Duquesne,  so  as  to  remove  the  foun- 
tain of  all  our  disturbance  and  trouble,  we  never  may 
expect  a  peaceable  day.  The  policy  of  the  French 
is  so  subtle  that  not  a  friendly  Indian  will  we  have  on 
the  continent,  if  we  do  not  soon  dislodge  them  from 
the  Ohio. 

I  "shall  exert  every  power  to  make  this  plan  go 
down  with  the  Assembly,  and  press  them  to  vigor- 
ous measures  for  the  safety  and  interest  of  the  Coun- 
iry,  preferably  to  the  Defensive,  and  demonstrate  fully 
to  them  every  thing  I  think  demands  their  concern, 
as  to  the  Frontiers.  I  also  would  have  you  collect 
whatever  comes  under  your  own  observation  in  these 
respects,  that  we  may  omit  nothing  requisite  for  the 
Assembly's  regard.  As  the  fund  for  support  of  the 
Rangers  is  long  since  exhausted,  the  Governor  avers 
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them  to  be  discharged.  You  will  therefore  acquaint 
the  officers  and  men  of  these  Companies,  that  they 
are  discharged  accordingly,  &c,  &c' 


I 


COUNCIL  OF  WAR  ON  FORT  CUMBERLAND. 

I 
A  Council  of  War,  held  at  Port  Cumberland,  Octoba 

30th,  1756,  in  pursuance  of  an  Order  received  from  Colond 

Geoi^c  Washington,  agreeable  to  an  order  from  Governor  ■ 

Dinwiddie  to  consult  whether  it  is  most  for  the  advantage  " 

of  His  Majesty's  Service,  to  keep  or  demolish   Fort  Cum 

bcrland. 

PKIUIfl. 

Lieut.  Colo :  Adam  Stephen,  President. 

Capt.  Hen.  Woodward 


Capt,  Wm.  Bronaugh 
Capt.  Robt.  Spotswood 
Capt.  Wm,  Peachy 
Lt.  Austin  B  roc  ken  borough 
Lt.  Mordecai  Buckiier 
Ensn.  Edwd.  Hubbard 
Ens.  Charles  Smith 
Ens.  Griffin  Pert. 


Capt.  Chas.  Lewis 
Lt.  Peter  Steenberger 
Lt.  James  Baker 
Ens,  Wm.  Danfjerfield 
Ens.  NathI,  Thompson 
Ens.  Jno.  Lawson 


In  the  first  place,  the  particular  situation  and  s.ructurc 
of  the  Fort  was  considered,  namely, — Its  bciug  built  oi 
stockades  about  nine  feet  high  above  ground  and  never  in- 
tended for  defence  against  artillery. — That  it  is  commanded 

'  Winchesier.  Thuraday,  aSih  October,  t7s6.  Parok  Bliehity.  Ai  Colonal 
Waihingloii  a,  lu  hold  conference  with  the  CalftwlM  Indiaiu.  belwixt  eUv«D 
&  iwelve  o'clock — He  tie!ires  all  tlie  Oifitera  in  town  to  minul  at  Ihal  limt; 
•nd  duiing  the  time  of  conference,  he  orden  a  Sergeant  *  Uiummei  to  b««l 
ihniugh  Ihe  Town,  ordering  all  Soldiers  &  Towns  people  to  uu  the  Indlud 
dvtlly  and  kindly,  1<>  avoid  giving  thcin  liquor,  and  10  he  ctiutioQi  what  Ihty 
•peak  before  Ihem,  u  all  of  them  nndeniani]  EDsliih,  and  ought  itot  to  bt 
ailiouted.— Ori/<r//v  BmJi. 


k 


FUHT  CliHBEItl,AM>  AMi  VlCIMlk. 


"  Redac«d,  but  not  in  [»c-«iiiile,  from  a  ilietcb  unons  Ike  SpaTki  mapi  i> 
ihc  l<>  -ary  of  Cornell  Unlvcnlly.  .  .  The  eti|^ilal  I*  on  »  sheet  14 1 11  lochci, 
and  i4'>niton«l  im  the  buck  in  Wailunyton't  hxnil writing,  it^i|i«rentlj  al  ■ 
lalet  dale./ Sketch  of  ihc  Situation  of  Fort  Cumberland.'"  From  the  A'ar. 
ntivr  OMi/  Critit*l  Hhttty  pf  Amtri<«,  by  counckf  nf  Ihc  jnibllihtiv 
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by  a  rising  ground  about  I  %o  yards  N.  W.  of  the  stockades, 
and  overlooked  by  several  Hills  within  cannon  shot ;  so 
that  no  person  can  move  about  the  place  without  being 
seen.  This  is  verified  in  the  instance  of  a  French  spy 
lately  taken  ;  who  gave  an  account  exactly  of  the  number 
of  Sergeants  and  Soldiers  in  the  Garrison. — That  the  Bar- 
racks are  without  the  Fort ;  ill-built,  &  easily  set  on  fire  by 
the  enemy ;  as  any  number  of  men  can  come  under  the 
banks  of  Potomac  and  Will's  Creek,  within  pistol  shot  of  the 
Barracks,  and  fort  itself,  without  being  exposed  to  a  shot 
from  cannon  or  small  arms — That  notwithstanding  its  small 
strength  &  situation,  it  is  the  only  place  to  the  southward  of 
Albany  exposed,  to  an  attack  from  cannon,  as  there  is  no 
other  road  for  carri^es  of  any  kind,  leading  thro'  any  pass 
of  the  Alleghany  Mountains. — That  there  is  no  water  to  be 
had  except  from  the  river  or  creek — to  the  latter  of  which 
there  is  a  subterraneous  passage  opened  lately,  but  not  to 
be  depended  upon,  without  a  strong  Garrison  to  defend  it. 
Secondly  ;  Aii  to  the  situation  of  Fort  Cumberland  respect- 
ing Virginia  in  particular,  it  was  considered — That  it 
was  a  great  distance  from  the  inhabitants,  and  conse- 
quently the  more  difficult  to  be  supplied  with  provi- 
sions, &c. — That  a  strong  Fortress  with  a  numerous  gar- 
rison, situated  somewhere  toward  the  head  of  the  waters 
of  Pattenson's  creek,  wou'd  contribute  more  to  the  im- 
tnedtate  protection  of  the  Frontiers,  as  that  wou'd  be 
nearer  the  inhabitants,  and  as  near  the  enemy  and  warri- 
ors' path,  much  frequented  by  scalping  parties  of  them 
designed  against  the  Virginia  frontiers. — Thirdly — Upon 
consideration  of  the  situation  of  Fort  Cumberland,  as  it  rc- 
l^rds  His  Majesty's  service,  and  Vii^inia,  Mar^'Iand  and 
Pennsylvania  in  general. — It  appears,  that  a  strong  Fortress 
near  thai  place,  or  more  advanced  towards  the  enemy,  well 
garrisoned,  is  absolutely  necessary,  and  wou'd  be  of  the 
greatest  service  for  the  protection  of  the  Frontiers  of  the 
three  colonies  for  the  following  reasons,     ist.    The  nearer 
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wc  arc  to  enemy  well  supported,  the  more  will  they  tlreaid 
our  incursions ;  and  we  the  more  easily  command  the  passes 
of  the  Alleghany  mountains.  2ly. — It  appears  to  us  the 
most  imprudent  step,  to  leave  the  only  road  fit  for  wheel- 
carriages,  in  the  power  of  the  enemy,  jly.  The  command 
of  the  River  Fotomack,  being  one  of  the  principal  objects 
which  the  enemy  has  in  view  on  this  quarter  is  by  all  mcaiu 
to  be  guarded.  Their  being  masters  of  it  wou'd  forward 
their  designs  &  help  them  to  penetrate  more  readily  into  the 
Heart  of  the  Country.  It  is  to  be  observed,  that  it  is  only 
about  70  miles  land-carriage,  from  the  river  of  Monongahcta 
to  this  place,  &  that  the  advantageous  navigation  by  small 
craft  and  battocs,  is  well  known  to  the  French. 

4ly.  That  Fort  Cumberland  is  about  jo  miles  from 
Rays-town,  on  the  Frontiers  of  Pennsylvania,  thro"  which 
passes  an  Indian  road,  much  frequented  by  the  enemy 
marching  against  that  province,  and  the  Frontiers  of  Mar)"- 
bind.  That  it  is  not  much  farther  from  the  waters  of  a 
creek  called  the  Loyal  Hanan,  alias,  Camihony;'  upon 
which  lies  the  common  hunting  ground  of  the  Indians  as 
they  march  to  and  return  from  War — That  the  infesting 
these  roads  and  interrupting  them  thereabouts  wou'd  con> 
tribute  most  of  all  to  the  protection  of  the  three  provinces, 
next  to  making  incursions  into  the  enemy's  country',  and. 
going  against  their  Towns.  ] 

It  has  likewise  been  considered  that  the  moving  the  Guns. 
&c,  from  Fort  Cumberland  to  Winchester  would  raise  the 
spirits  of  the  Enemy,  and  encourage  them  to  make  a  vigor- 
ous attack  upon  some  of  the  small  Forts  and  the  Inhabitants 
of  the  Branch.  That  it  wou'd  be  leaving  every  thing  to 
chance  and  running  the  greatest  risque  of  losing  all,  to  move 
them  to  any  other  place  on  the  frontiers,  before  provision 
is  made  for  reception  of  the  Stores,  and  mounting  of  the 


M 


'  This  place  ii  variously  spelled  in  the  coIoiiihI  leconlN.  Ihc  more  f[C(]u«nl 
(uinih  being  Luyal  Hanning.  Lojral  liming,  and  Loyil  Hanna  or  Ilanny, 
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cannon. — In  case  they  are  removed  to  Winchester  there  is 
the  greatest  reason  to  think,  that  the  whole  South  Branch 
Settlement  will  break  up,  and  that  the  neighbourhood  of 
Winchester,  nay,  even  to  the  Blue  Ridge  of  mountains,  will  in 
a  short  time  be  as  much  depopulated,  as  the  neighbourhood 
of  Fort  Cumberland  is  at  present.  After  a  deliberation  of 
two  days  on  the  above  circumstances — the  Question  being 
proposed — What  was  most  advisable  to  be  done? — it  was 
unanimously  agreed  as  follows  ;  vizt- :  That  being  sensible 
of  the  great  advantages  of  a  strong  Garrison  in  Fort  Cum- 
berland,— or  at  a  place  further  to  the  westward,  to  His 
Majesty's  Service — that  Garrison  with  equity  to  be  support- 
ed and  maintained  by  the  three  provinces  as  it  would 
contribute  equally  to  the  protection  of  all,  and  be  of  the 
greatest  service,  in  case  of  an  expedition  carried  on  from 
Potomack  to  Ohio  in  the  Spring.  Fort  Cumberland  and 
the  Store-houses  there  wou'd  be  particularly  useful ;  but  in 
the  mean  time,  to  pretend  to  maintain  a  F-'ort  most  exposed 
to  an  attack  of  any  on  the  continent,  with  a  Garrison  of  160 
men,  and  the  place  not  proof  against  cannon,  would  be 
ridiculous  &  absurd. 

The  matter  being  of  so  great  importance,  it  is  possible, 
that  on  a  just  representation  of  circumstances.  His  Excel- 
lency, The  Right  Honble.  the  Earl  of  Loudoun,  will  give 
orders  about  strengthening  His  Majesty's  Fort  at  Will's 
Creek  and  reinforcing  the  Garrison,  so  as  to  make  it  useful 
in  covering  the  frontiers  of  the  three  provinces.  We  also 
are  of  opinion,  that  xs  the  designs  of  the  Enemy  against  this 
place  may  be  retarded  for  some  time,  by  the  late  capture  of 
a  couple  of  their  Spies;  and  that  their  intelligence  re- 
ceived from  Deserters  will  be  rendered  of  less  effect,  from 

the  pulling  down  the  Redoubt,  and  erecting  a  sort  of 

in  another  place — That  it  is  most  advisable  to  apply 

to  Colonel  Washington  for  an  immediate  reinforcement  to 
the  Garrison — That  some  of  the  most  valuable  Stores — not 
immediately  useful  for  the  defence  of  the  Fort,  be  removed 
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to  Winchester.  That  the  works  bcpin  for  the  strengthen- 
ing of  the  Fort,  by  orders  of  the  Commandant,  upon  hear- 
ing the  Enemy  were  on  their  march  against  it.  be  continued, 
and  that  we  defer  giving  our  judgment  with  res;>ect  to 
keeping  or  demolishing  Fort  Cumberland,  the  only  fort 
belonging  to  His  Majesty  on  this  Quarter — and  desire  thai 
our  consideration  of  the  case,  and  narration  of  circum- 
stances, be  transmitted  to  Governor  Dinwiddie,  to  whom,  or 
to  His  Excellency,  the  Right  Ilonble.  the  Earl  of  Loudoun, 
wc  leave  the  decision  of  the  fate  of  Fort  Cumberland. — Re- 
solving in  the  mean  time  to  maintain  it  as  far  as  lies  in  ou' 
power,  until  we  receive  Orders  on  thai  head— begging  thai 
we  may  do  so  as  soon  as  possible,  having  certain  intcUi- 
gencc  of  the  enemy *s  designs  ag.iinst  us,  as  soon  as  it  shall 
be  in  their  power  to  attack  us. 


REMARKS  ON   THE  COUNCIL  OF   WAR. 


4 


Upon  receiving  orders  from  His  Honor  Governor 
Dinwiddie  to  hold  a  Council  of  War  upon  the  neces- 
sity of  continuing  or  discontinuing  Fort  Cumberland 
—I  immediately  directed  Lt,  Col.  Stephen  (it  beir^ 
impracticable  to  attend  myself,  while  absent  on  a  tour 
reviewing  the  southern  frontiers)  to  summon  the  of* 
ficers  of  that  Fort  and  the  neighboring  Garrisons  to 
take  the  aflfair  into  their  serious  consideration.  Their 
sentiments  in  my  opinion  are  fully  &  impartially  di> 
livered  on  the  other  side,  both  in  respect  of  its  con- 
dition, situation  &  importance,  as  respecting  Virginia, 
and  the  provinces  of  Pennsylvania  &  Mar>'land  in 
general.  The  situation  of  Fort  Cumberland  is  ex* 
tremely  unsuitable  for  defence,  and  in  no  ways  6l  for 
fortification — and  a  fort  some-where  in  that  neighbour- 
hood rather  more  advanced  to  the  westward,  well- 
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fortiBed  and  strongly  garrisoned  wou'd  contribute 
much  to  the  mutual  safety  &  interest  of  these  three 
Colonies. 

Because  it  secures  the  only  gap  of  the  Alleghany 
at  present  made  passable  for  wheel-carriages  and 
which  wou'd  forward  an  Expedition  to  the  Ohio. 
Now  wou'd  the  three  Colonies  consent  to  furnish 
proportionable  supplies  for  so  bene6cial  and  salutary 
a  design — I  shou'd  think  it  highly  expedient  to  main- 
tain that  pass  by  erecting  a  Fortress  of  strength 
towards  the  Little  Meadows,  in  advance  to  the  Ene- 
my, which  wou'd  give  us  yet  more  advantages  and 
Fort  Cumberland  wou'd  still  answer  its  present  pur- 
poses without  attempting  its  improvement  while  cov- 
ered by  the  other.  Or  should  Virginia  herself  take 
the  weight  of  this  Enterprize — or  could  it  be  accom- 
plished by  any  means  whatever, — I  shou'd  be  ex- 
tremely fond  of  the  expedient.  But  to  view  Fort 
Cumberland  in  its  present  defenceless  posture,  rela- 
tive to  Virginia  in  particular, — and  at  this  gloomy 
juncture  of  affairs — I  can  not  entertain  verj*  favourable 
sentiments  of  supporting  U,  for  these  reasons,  vizt 
ist.  'Tis  evident  the  Marj-land  Assembly  have  given 
up,  all  their  lands  above  the  TonoIIaways,  by  build- 
ing Fort  Frederick  below — ordering  in  the  Inhabi- 
tants above — and  withdrawing  their  Troops  from 
Fort  Cumberland. — From  them  we  may  expect  small 
succours — and  what  hope  we  may  have  of  Pennsyl- 
vanias  aid  towards  this  salutary-  purpose,  I  am  yet  to 
learn.  They  have  targe  and  extensive  frontiers,  and 
have  hitherto  acted  on  the  Defensive. 
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aly.  Fort  Cumberland  lying  in  the  province  of 
Maryland  &  remote  from  our  Settlements,  can  o( 
course  contribute  little  to  their  protection,  without  a 
numerous  garrison  is  kept  therein  to  detach  strong 
parties  to  reconnoiter  at  a  distance,  and  waylay  the 
enemy  almost  at  their  own  homes ;  as  there  are  vari- 
ous paths  that  lead  to  the  Inhabitants,  without  coming 
near  Fort  Cumberland. 

3ly.  Fort  Cumberland  being  in  Marj'land.  it  pre- 
vents a  great  part  of  our  Force  from  acting  there  ;  ill 
consequence  of  an  Act  of  Assembly,  prohibiting  those 
Troops  to  march  out  of  the  Colony.  These  forces, 
thus  restricted  are  to  be  discharged  the  ist  Decem- 
ber ;  by  which  means  not  only  Fort  Cumberland,  but 
many  other  places  will  be  rendered  so  weak  (without 
immediate  supplies ;  and  how  easily  these  are  ob- 
tained, I  appeal  to  sad  experience)  that  their  conquest 
wou'd  be  easy,  if  attempted.  Lastly. — As  to  the 
works — they  are  already  well  described,  as  quite  in- 
sufKcient  to  resist  a  common  swivel ;  and  must  require 
new  improvement,  if  continued  which  wou'd  be  better 
be  bestowed  on  anew  and  more  suitable  situation; 
and  without  the  conjunction  of  the  t\vo  provinces  to 
carry  on  this  proposal,  it  wou'd  be  next  to  impossible 
for  Virginia  (which  has  hitherto  defrayed  the  charge 
and  refuses  any  further  supplies  for  that  purpose)  to 
maintain  and  support  His  Majesty's  fort  under  theif 
present  feeble  force.  For  by  putting  a  Garrison  there 
of  strength  requisite  to  defend  it,  and  keep  up  the 
difficult  communication  with  the  inhabiunts  at  so 
great  a  distance  wou'd  employ  more  than  half  our 
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men.  and  of  consequence  unguard  the  rest  of  our 
frontiers. — 

As  to  the  Address  of  the  Council  to  me  for  rein- 
forcement^— they  must  have  known  that  it  was  out  of 
my  power  to  grant  it.  The  Garrison  at  that  place 
was  appointed  in  consequence  of  a  former  council  of 
war :  and  a  large  proportion  of  our  force  alloted  to 
act  on  the  defensive  there.  Whilst  the  remainder 
were  divided  for  the  protection  of  other  places  ;  which 
wou'd  be  equally  unadvisable  to  leave  open  and  ex- 
posed. 

Upon  the  whole,  were  it  at  any  other  time  than 
this — knowing  the  weahuss  of  our  strength  doubting 
the  assistance  of  our  neighbours,  and  dreading  the 
consequence  of  leaving  the  place  longer  exposed,  al- 
tho*  great  part  of  the  Stores  is  already  removed — I 
shou'd  vote  for  demolishing  it.  But  the  affair  being 
of  great  importance.  I  only  offer  my  sentiments  ;  and 
submit  to  his  Honor  the  Governor  and  the  approach- 
ing Assembly,  for  a  determination  of  the  case.' 


LOCATION   OF  THE  FORTS, 


A  Plan  of  the  Number  of  Forts,  and  strength  necessary  to 
each  extending  entirely  across  our  Frontiers,  from  South  to 
North.— 


'  On  September  I3d  Lord  Loudoun  wrote  Irom  Albuy :  ' '  And  do  hope  and 
trad  thai  itic  GovCfiimcnt  of  \1rKlnia  witl  not  (uRei  the  pwi  of  Fort  Caraber- 
betUnd  la  be  wnitcd  from  (hen."  Dinwiddle  tnolnictcd  WAihingion  tumiin- 
tain  t^  fon  if  pouible. 
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This  plan  is  calculated  upon  the  most  moderate  and  easy 
tcrms  for  sparing  the  country  expcnces,  and  I  believe  with 
tolerable  justness  may  answer  the  design  ai  protecting  the 
inhabitants.  It  may  be  objected,  that  the  distance  between 
some  of  the  forts  is  too  small ;  in  answer  to  which  I  must 
observe  they  are  generally  fixed  upon  the  heads  of  creeks, 
&c,  extending  towards  the  Alleghany  mountains  with 
almost  inaccessible  mountains  between  them,  and  are 
placed  in  the  most  commodious  manner  for  securing  the 
inhabitants  of  such  waters.  Some  Garrisons  are  Litter  than 
others,  according  as  they  cover  a  thick  or  thin  settlement, 
The  fort  at  Voss's  (which  Capt.  Hog  is  now  building)  is  in 
a  much  exposed  gap ;  subject  to  the  inroads  of  the  Southern 
Indians,  and  in  a  manner  covers  the  greatest  part  of  Bedford 
&  Halifax. 
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Dickinsons  is  situated  for  the  defence  of  a  once  numerous 
&  fertile  settlement,  on  the  Bull  Cow  &  Calf  pastures;  and 
lies  directly  in  the  Shawnese  path  to  Ohio,  and  must  be  a 
p]ace  of  rendezvous,  if  an  Expedition  is  conducted  against 
the  Ohio  Indians  below  Duquesnc. 

The  Garrisons  on  the  Potomack  waters,  are  yet  larger 
than  any ;  because  an  invasion  is  most  to  be  dreaded  on 
this  Quarter. 

It  will  be  seen  Fort  Cumberland  is  not  mentioned  in  this 
plan.  If  we  act  only  on  the  defensive  (a  system  on  which 
this  plan  is  founded)  I  think  it  employs  a  large  garrison  to 
very  little  advantage  to  Virginia.  If  we  act  offensively,  it 
may  be  of  infinite  use,  if  properly  fortified ;  and  the  Garrison 
at  Cockcs's  will  then  only  consist  of  about  50  or  60,  as  the 
rest  may  be  removed  to  Fort  Cumberland.' 


TO   GOVERNOR    DINWIDDIE. 


WiNCHUrTKK.  9  November.  I7S61. 

HosBLE.  Sir, 

In  mine  from  Halifax  I  promised  your  Honor  a 
particular  detail  of  my  remarks  and  observations  upon 
the  situation  of  our  frontiers,  when  I  arrived  at  this 

' "  Ai  to  the  aflur  «(  Fori  Camberluid,  I  own  it  givu  me  creot  ancwinea  ; 
■a4  1  am  o(  the  unte  opinion  wilh  ynii.  ihui  tt  w*;,  very  iniicriki  10  h»ve  mp- 
ported  Ikit  fori  thit  winter,  >nil  ifict  that  wc  could  <iM\j  Iibt«  inail«  tl  ■ 
hener  poll  than  ever  It  hai  been,  from  whai  1  kc*r  of  (I,  1  cxa'X  igrcc  u-l'h 
Co.  WufelagtMi  In  not  ilrnwfng  Into  liiin  Ihc  pu4it  from  the  ilockade  forti  in 
wd«i  to  def«nd  ihc  aJTUii;ed  one  :  buU  I  >bouId  tma{;ine  much  mote  ui  the 
(tMittcT  will  be  expoieid  by  teliring  llicl)  ailvanovl  ycux.  nen  Wiiiclir-i«r.  where 
I  widentuid  ha  i>  retired  :  for.  from  your  leiter,  I  take  it  tor  granted  be  hit 
before  ibis  executed  bi>  plan  wilhoat  WBiling  for  >ny  advice.  If  he  leaves  any 
o(  the  pot  (|«aniliy  of  fiorck  tKhiiid,  it  will  be  very  unfoitutiaie,  an<)  he  iiucht 
to  comiilFr  it  mnit  lie  at  hii  own  door.  Ttiii  proceeding,  I  stn  afraid,  will 
have  a  bad  effect  la  to  the  Dominion,  and  will  noi  have  a  good  ippcuince  at 
bena." — L»mdntn  It  DiHwidJit,  November  or  December,  17Sb> 
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place.  Although  I  was  pretty  explicit  in  my  former, 
I  cannot  avoid  recapitulating  part  of  the  subject  new, 
as  my  duty,  and  its  importance  for  redress  are  strong 
motives. 

From  Fort  Trial  on  Smith's  River,  I  returned  t 
Fort  William  on  the  Catawba,  where  I  met  Colonel 
Buchanan  with  about  thirty  men,  (chiefly  officers.)  to 
conduct  me  up  Jackson's  River,  along  the  range  o! 
forts.  With  this  small  company  of  irregulars,  wit 
whom  order,  regularity,  circumspection,  and  vigilance! 
were  matters  of  derision  and  contempt,  we  set  out, 
and,  by  the  protection  of  Providence,  reached  Augus- 
ta Court-House  in  seven  days,  without  meeting  the 
enemy  ;  otherwise  we  must  have  fallen  a  sacrifice, 
through  the  indiscretion  of  these  whooping,  hallooing 
gentlemen  soldiers ! 

This  jaunt  afforded  me  an  opportunity  of  seeing 
the  bad  regulation  of  the  militia,  the  disorderly  pro- 
ceedings of  the  garrisons,  and  the  unhappy  circum- 
stances of  the  inhabitants. 

First,  of  the  militia.  The  difficulty  of  collecting 
them  on  any  emergency  whatever,  I  have  often 
spoken  of  as  grievous  ;  and  I  appeal  to  sad  experience, 
both  in  this  and  other  counties,  how  great  a  disad- 
vantage it  is  ;  the  enemy  having  every  opportunity  to 
plunder,  kill,  and  escape,  before  they  can  afford  any 
assistance.  And  not  to  mention  the  expensiveness 
of  their  service  in  general,  I  can  instance  several 
cases,  where  a  captain,  lieutenant,  and,  I  may  add,  an 
ensign,  with  two  or  three  sergeants,  and  six  or  eight 
men,  will  go  upon  duty  at  a  time.     The  proportion 
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of  expense  in  this  case  is  so  unjust  and  obvious,  your 
Honor  wants  not  to  be  proved. 

Then  these  men,  when  raised,  are  to  be  continued 
only  one  month  on  duty,  half  of  which  time  is  lost  in 
their  marching  out  and  home,  (especially  those  from 
the  adjacent  counties,)  who  must  be  on  duty  some 
time  before  they  reach  their  stations  ;  by  which  means 
double  sets  of  men  are  in  pay  at  the  same  time,  and 
for  the  same  service.  Again,  the  waste  of  provision 
they  make  is  unaccountable;  no  method  or  order  in 
being  served  or  purchasing  at  the  best  rates,  but  quite 
the  reverse.  Allowance  for  each  man,  as  other  sol- 
diers do,  they  look  upon  as  the  highest  indignity,  and 
would  sooner  star^'e,  than  carry  a  few  days'  provision 
on  their  backs  for  conveniency.  But  upon  their 
march,  when  breakfast  is  wanted,  knock  down  the 
first  beef,  &c,  they  meet  with.  and.  after  regaling 
themselves,  march  on  until  dinner,  when  they  take 
the  same  method,  and  so  for  supper  likewise,  to  the 
great  oppression  of  the  people.  Or,  if  they  chance 
to  impress  cattle  for  provision,  the  valuation  is  left  to 
ignorant  and  indifferent  neighbours,  who  have  suf- 
fered by  those  practices,  and,  despairing  of  their  pay, 
exact  high  prices,  and  thus  the  public  is  imposed  on 
at  all  events.  I  might  add,  I  believe,  that,  for  the 
want  of  proper  laws  to  govern  the  militia  by  (for  I 
cannot  ascribe  it  to  any  other  cause),  they  are  obsti- 
nate, self-willed,  perverse,  of  littie  ornosen'icctothe 
people,  and  very  burthcnsome  to  the  country.  Every 
mean  individual  has  his  own  crude  notions  of  things, 
and  must  undertake  to  direct.     If  his  advice  is  neg- 
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lected,  he  thinks  himself  slighted,  abused,    and   in- 
jured ;  and,  to  redress  his  wrongs,  will  depart  for  his 
home.     These,  Sir,  are  literally  matters  of  fact,  part- 
ly from  persons  of  undoubted  veracity,  but  chiefly    g 
from  my  own  obser^'ations.  ^H 

Secondly,  concerning  the  garrisons.  I  found  ther^^ 
very  weak  for  want  of  men  ;  but  more  so  by  indo- 
lence and  irregularity.  None  I  saw  in  a  posture  of  de- 
fence, and  few  that  might  not  be  surprised  with  the 
greatest  ease.  An  instance  of  this  appeared  at  Dick- 
inson's Fort,  where  the  Indians  ran  down,  caught 
several  children  playing  under  the  walls,  and  had  got 
to  the  gate  before  they  were  discovered.  W^as  not 
Voss's  Fort  surprised,  and  a  good  many  souls  lost,  in 
the  same  manner?  They  keep  no  guard,  but  just 
when  the  enemy  is  about ;  and  are  under  fearful  ap- 
prehensions of  them  ;  nor  ever  stir  out  of  the  forts, 
from  the  time  they  reach  them,  till  relieved  on  their 
month  being  expired;  at  which  time  they  march  off, 
be  the  event  what  it  will.  So  that  the  neighborhood 
may  be  ravaged  by  the  enemy,  and  they  not  the 
wiser.  Of  the  ammunition  they  are  as  careless  as  of 
the  provisions,  firing  it  away  frequently  at  targets  for 
wagers.  On  our  journey,  as  we  approached  one  of 
their  forts,  we  heard  a  quick  fire  for  several  minutes, 
and  concluded  for  certain  that  they  were  attacked ; 
so  we  marched  in  the  best  manner  to  their  relief  ;  but 
when  we  came  up,  we  found  they  were  diverting  at 
marks.  These  men  afTord  no  assistaitce  to  the  un- 
liappy  settlers,  who  are  drove  from  their  plantations, 
either  In  securing  their  harvests,  or  gathering  in  their 
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corn.  Lieutenant  Bullet,  commanding  at  Fort  Cum- 
berland, sent  to  Major  Lewis  of  Albemarle,  who 
commanded  a  party  of  sixty  militia  at  Miller's,  about 
fifteen  miles  above  him,  where  were  also  thlrtj-  men 
of  Augusta,  for  some  men  to  join  his  small  parties  to 
gather  the  corn.  Major  Lewis  refused  assistance, 
and  would  not  divide  his  men.  f  wrote  to  him, 
but  got  no  answer.  Mr.  Bullet  has  done  what  he 
could  with  his  few  men,  not  quite  thirty.  Of  the 
many  forts,  which  I  passed  by,  I  saw  but  one  or  two 
that  had  their  captains  present,  they  being  absent 
chiefly  on  their  own  business,  and  had  given  leave  to 
several  of  the  men  to  do  the  same.  Yet  these  per- 
sons, I  will  venture  to  say,  will  charge  the  country 
their  full  month's  pay.' 

Thirdly,  the  wretched  and  unhappy  situation  of  the 
inhabitants  needs  few  words,  after  a  slight  reflection 
on  the  preceding  circumstances,  which  must  certainly 
draw  after  them  ver)'  melancholy  consequences  with- 
out speedy  redress.  They  are  truly  sensible  of  their 
misery ;  they  feel  their  insecurity  from  militia  preser- 

'  '*  Thcit  dlUi^nce  and  retnliitlnn  in  punuinc  ilie  «ncni)'  are  emnplilied  in 
Capi.  Hnni  uf  Luntubuigli,  irho  was  jiemiailcii  by  Cap).  McNeil],  on  weinj'  a 
poor  man  inhnviinly  muiwcredon  Ihe  loajdcioic  by  wlierc  I  came,  logo  in  tcareli 
si  tlw  tan^.  They  («!1owb.I  tlip  iraokt.  »m!  lonit  to  *  ran,  thro'  which  (hey 
had  jiut  pMxd.  it  being  muildy  and  ihe  Moiici  >'ei  wet.  The  number  ol  the 
cnemjr  was  mppoted  to  be  iboul  ao,  by  ill  Ihe  sit^ni  thai  appfAied.  Here  the 
captain  clopf>ed,  and  KndinK  hcnnie  twi  up  wiih  iheni.  Ihuuehl  proper  to  <l»- 
■ift  bu  pMmilt,  and  alter  wme  c«nmltatian  with  his  men.  (onini^  to  the  *&• 
eice  aad  eaireMia  □[  Cipi.  McNeil],  &c.,  kc,  iliil  rclival.  a*  appean  by  the 
diipatUioa*  of  Capi.  McNeill  and  Ciito.  Buchinsn  on  Ihii  oocssion.  Nor  is 
lUatbetmJynuUaoe.  Seme  militiA  of  this  county  andet  Cap(.  Kiddle,  upon  a 
lace  alann,  nfoied  to  proceed,  on  comini;  to  Aiet  (nina  which  the  Indian*  had 
r«U  flcd^^ll  owing  to  want  of  dae  cranmand  and  obedience." — Tf  tiaHiUfn, 
q  Nov.,  1756. 
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vation,  who  are  slow  in  coming  to  their  assistance 
indifferent  about  their  preservation,  unwilling  to  cor 
tinue,  and  regardless  of  ever>-  thing  but  their  own'' 
ease.     In  short,  they  are  so  affected  with  approach-     ' 
ing  ruin,  that  the  whole  back  country  is  in  a  general 
motion  towards  the  southern  colonies  ;  and  1  expect 
that  scarce  a  family  will  inhabit  Frederick,   Hamp*^ 
shire,  or  Augusta,  in  a  little  time.     They  petitioned^ 
me  in  the  most  earnest  manner  for  companies  of  the     , 
regiment.      But  alas !  it  is  not  in  my  power  to  assist      ' 
them  with  any,  except  I  leave  this  dangerous  quarter 
more  exposed   than  they  are.      I   promised,  at  their 
particular  request,  to  address  your  Honor  and  the 
Assembly  in  their  behalf,  and  that  a  regular  for 
may  be  established  in  lieu  of  the  militia  and  ranging 
companies,  which  are  of  much  less  service,  and  infi- 
nitely more  cost  to  the  countr)'.     Were  this  done, 
the  whole  would  be  under  one  direction,  and  any 
misbehaviour    could    never     pass    with     impunity, 
Whereas  the  others  are  soldiers  at  will,  and  in  fad 
will  go  and  come  when  and  where  they  please,  with- 
out regarding  the  orders  or  directions  of  any.     And. 
indeed,  the   manner  in   which  some  of  the  ranging 
captains  have  obtained  their  commissions,  if  I  am 
rightly  informed,  is  by  imposture  and  artifice.     They 
produce  a  list,  I  am  told,  to  your  Honor,  of  sundry 
persons,  who  are  willing  to  serve  under  them.     One 
part,  it  is  said,  are  of  fictitious  names ;  another,  th 
names  of  persons  who  never  saw  the  list ;  and  the  r 
mainder   are    persons    drawn    into     it    by    fallacious 
promises,    that    cannot    be     complied    with    without 
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detriment  to  the  service.  But  were  it  otherwise, 
surely  arty  person,  who  considers  the  pay  of  the 
soldiers  and  that  of  the  militia,  will  find  a  consider- 
able difference,  tho"  both  under  the  best  regulations. 
As  defensive  measures  are  evidently  insufficient 
for  the  security  and  safety  of  the  country,  I  hope 
no  arguments  are  requisite  to  convince  of  the 
necessity  of  altering  them  to  a  vigorous  offensive 
war,  in  order  to  remove  the  cause,'  But,  should  the 
Assembly  still  indulge  that  favorite  scheme  of  pro- 
tecting the  inhabitants  by  forts  along  the  frontiers, 
in  which  many  of  them  too  put  their  dependence, 
and  as  the  building  of  these  forts  has  been  encour- 
aged and  confirmed  by  an  act  of  the  Assembly,  I 
take  the  liberty  to  present  your  Honor  with  a  plan  of 
the  number  of  forts,  and  strength  necessary  to  each, 
reaching  entirely  across  our  frontiers  from  north  to 

'  "  The  eetuinty  o(  ndvnniage  bj^  an  offeniive  ichemc  o(  nclicm,  is  beyond 
*ny  doubt  mocK  prelctnUc  (a  our  de(en«ive  (neuur«*.  knit  requiici  no  >is;u- 
mmU  witb  you.  Sir,  I  prrruine  (or  prout.  Out  icallertd  force  avKili  lillle  lo 
(top  tte  KCret  incuniont  of  the  uvi^h.  m  teporaicd  and  ditpcned  iqIo  weak 
paitiM  ;  and  can  only  perhapt  pul  ihem  lo  flight,  or  'fright  ihem  lo  another 
ptut  of  the  country,  which  anawcni  not  the  en<1  proposed.  Whcreai,  had  we 
iDenfth  enouch  In  invade  their  land*,  and  auaolt  thi^ir  tau-n&.  we  should  then 
rtBtrain  them  from  coming  abroad,  and  leave  their  familiM  eipo&eil.  W« 
ihovld  then  rcmovv  the  principal  unutt.  and  hare  ilronger  probability  of  luc- 
ee*a.  Wc  ihoold  then  be  free  from  the  msny  olarmi,  mischiefs  and  murdcn 
tkat  nnw  attend  ut.  We  ihoutd  then  inapiril  up  the  heulh  of  our  Irw  Iixlian 
ftiaad*,  and  ^in  mnre  esteem  with  them.  In  short  could  Pcnniiflvania  and 
Matjriaiid  be  induced  to  join  lU  in  an  expedition  of  ihit  nature,  and  to  petition 
hia  Eacelttncf  I»rd  Laudoun  for  atmall  train  of  artillery,  with  Mime  engineer*, 
»c  (boitld  then  be  able  in  all  human  probability  to  inbdiie  the  terror  of  Fort 
DnqMonc.  retricTe  our  cbatacler  with  the  Indlani,  and  restore  peace  lo  our  un- 
hkppy  (roBlier*.  I  wiih  ulncerely  the  three  enlonles  could  be  brought  to  act  In 
cim)anctioD,  ai  our  Frontieit  are  to  contiguout.  and  out  mutual  interest  ■■> 
ctoMljconnceled." — 7*4  ^«fuu»M,  9  Nor..  I7$6. 
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south.  This  plan  is  calculated  upon  the  most  mod- 
erate and  easy  terms  for  sparing  the  country's  ex- 
pense, and,  I  believe,  with  tolerable  propriety  to 
answer  the  wished-for  design  of  protecting  the  set- 
tlers. Besides,  most  of  the  forts  are  already  built  by 
the  country-people  or  soldiers,  and  require  but  little 
improvement,  save  one  or  two,  as  Dickinson's  and 
Cox's.  Your  Honor  will  see  Fort  Cumberland  ex-, 
eluded  in  this  list 

The  advantage  of  having  the  militia  in  Augusta,  &c, 
under  one  command,  I  have  already  hinted  at ;  and  I 
think  Major  Lewis  should  have  your  Honor's  orders 
to  take  that  duty  in  hand,  with  directions  and  orders 
to  secure  those  important  passes  of  Dickinson's  and 
Voss's,  by  building  a  fort  in  the  neighbourhood  of 
Dickinson's,  or  by  other  means.  And  were  it  prac- 
ticable to  get  the  people  to  assemble  in  little  towns 
contiguous  to  these  forts,  it  would  contribute  much 
to  their  mutual  peace  and  safety,  during  the  contin- 
uance of  the  Indian  war.'  The  Augusta  people  com- 
plain greatly  for  want  of  money. 

The  other  day  eleven  Indians  of  the  Catawba  tribe 
came  here,  and  we  undoubtedly  might  have  had  more 
of  them,  had  the  proper  means  been  used  to  send 
trusty  guides  to  invite  and  conduct  them  to  us ;  but 
this   is  neglected.     One   Matthew   Tool    makes  his 

'  "And  iadeod  Ihe  most  piotmble  melhod  to  rendet  this  plju *ffi<M)i>Bt. 

would  be  to  induce  ihc  inbnbilanU  lo  assemble  in  townihlpi,  (;ontigiiou*  lO 
these  forit.  as  many  of  iliem  seem  igreeable  (o  liie  prnponal,  sn<i  would  be  marc 
encoBraged  by  the  sanction  of  the  Assembly.  Then  they  could  cullivAte  their 
lands,  picservc  Iheiistcck^  and  conliibule  lo  their  uxutual  kCcuril)'.  TIiiu  did 
the  New  Engtsii'Iert  settle  when  iiifc»(e<l  at  »c  »re  now,  and  aniwcn  wdl  i» 
cither  case.  oSeniive  and  defeniive." — TV  X^iimen,  9  Nov..  ^^%&. 
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boast  of  stopping  them  until  he  shall  be  handsomely 
rewarded  for  bringing  them  ;  and  Major  Lewis  can 
inform  your  Honor  of  one  Bemer,  who  uses  every 
method  to  hinder  the  Cherokees  from  coming  to  our 
assistance.  Complaint  should  be  made  to  Governor 
Littleton  of  these  persons.  Indian  goods  are  much 
wanted  to  reward  the  Catawbas.  and  encourage  them 
to  engage  in  our  service.  In  what  manner  are  they 
to  be  paid  for  scalps  ?  Are  our  soldiers  entitled  to 
the  reward  like  indifferent  people?  It  is  a  tedious 
and  expensive  way  to  defer  payment  until  proved  and 
sent  to  your  Honor. 

Your  Honor  and  the  Assembly  should  determine 
these  points  and  many  others  ver>'  essential,  vizt,  a 
proper  method  of  paying  rewards  for  taking  up  de- 
serters, the  present  being  verj' discouraging,  in  delay- 
ing payment  until  Courts  of  Claims,  &c.;  means  to 
replace  the  drafts,  that  must  be  discharged  in  Decem- 
ber; ascertaining  the  pay  of  workmen  employed  on 
all  public  works,  or  empowering  the  commanding 
officer  to  agree  on  the  cheapest  terms  with  them  ; 
how  the  servants  enlisted  for  the  Virginia  regiment 
are  to  be  paid  for.  We  have  already  recruited  fifty 
odd  and  are  daily  dunned  for  payment  by  the 
masters,  A  report  prevails,  to  my  great  surprise, 
tho'  disbelief,  that  your  Honor  had  told  some  persons, 
who  applied  to  you  for  satisfaction  for  their  servants, 
that  I  had  no  orders  to  enlist  any.  This  false  rumor 
occasions  very  strange  reflections,  and  must  make  me 
appear  in  a  very  unjust  light  to  the  world.  I  have, 
therefore,  desisted  from  recruiting  until  your  Honor 
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directs  me  in  what  manner  those  already  obtained  ar« 
to  be  satisfied ;  and  I  beg  your  Honor  will  give  me 
immediate  advice  on  the  affair,  as  the  people  are  im- 
patient, and  threaten  us  with  prosecutions  from  al^ 
quarters.  ^| 

Your  Honor  has  herewith  a  copy  of  the  council  0" 
war.  held  in  behalf  of  Fort  Cumberland,  in  which  the  j 
arguments  are  justly  and  fully  laid  down,  both  with 
regard  to  Virginia  in  particular,  and  in  general,  as  to 
the  three  colonies  whose  mutual  interest  highly  con- 
cerns, and  should  be  by  them  equitably  supported. 
On  the  back  of  the  copy  are  my  sentiments  on  ihe 
matter  candidly  offered  your  Honor,  and  to  your 
Honor  I  leave  the  determination  of  this  important 
affair,  with  the  officers  of  the  council  I  have  fre^ 
quenily  wrote  your  Honor,  desiring  you  would  ap- '' 
point  a  commissary  in  lieu  of  Mr.  Walker,  who 
has  declined  acting,  and  been  absent  for  many 
months  ;  but  as  I  never  had  your  Honor's  answer, 
I  have  in  consequence  of  your  first  and  since  re- 
peated instructions  made  choice  of  a  person,  who  I 
believe  will  do  that  duty  with  everj*  necessary  dili- 
gence and  care  ;  and  hope  your  Honor  will  approve 
my  proceeding.  The  j^ioo  paid  Colo.  Stephen  of 
the  Ranger's  money  (by  Colonel  Fairfax)  have  al- 
ready been  accounted  for  to  the  Committee.  I  have 
since  received  from  Colo.  Fairfax  ;^68. 13.9  on  the 
country's  credit,  and  to  be  settled  with  my  other 
accompts.  ^1 

As  touching  a  chaplain,  if   the  government  wilT^ 
grant  a  subsistence,  we  can  readily  get  a  person  oi. 
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merit  to  accept  of  the  place,  without  giving  the 
commissary  any  trouble  on  that  point,  as  it  is  highly 
necessary  we  should  be  reformed  from  those  crimes 
and  enormities  we  are  so  universally  accused  of.' 

Your  Honor  has  had  advice  of  two  spies,  that 
were  taken  at  Fort  Cumberland  ;  one  of  whom  they 
quickly  hung  up  as  his  just  reward,  being  a  deserter ; 
the  other  was  sent  to  Governor  Sharpe,  to  give  in- 
formation of  the  infernal  practices  followed  by  some 
of  the  priests  of  that  province,  in  holding  correspond- 
ence with  our  enemy.'     I  am,  &c. 

N.  B.    I  am  just  setting  out  for  Fort  Cumberland. 


TO   GOVERNOR   DINWIDDIE. 


Alexamdria,  34  Nortmber.  xi^fi. 

HoNBLE.  Sir, 

At  this  place,  on  my  way  to  Williamsburg,  I  re- 
ceived your  Honor's  letter  of  the  18th  instant,^  and 

I  In  repl<r  <«  ■  re<}vei(  (or  the  ftppointmenl  of  >  chaplain  to  th«  le^mcni. 
CoTtnor  Diawiddlc  had  wnlten  to  him  : — "  I  have  recommcDded  to  the  com- 
Binuy  to  get  ■  chaplain,  but  hi  cannot  prevail  with  any  penon  to  accept  «I  U. 
I  tltall  afoin  prea  it  to  him." 

*  On«  of  thcM  prietiii  wm  Williun  Johnaton  or  JohnMh,  who  had  Uved  aaong 
the  French  and  their  allies  for  (wo  yean.  Govt.  Sharpe  suspected  that  he  had 
b«en  eneagcd  In  the  Biracfci  on  the  frontier  wtllement),  and  had  luricndered 
to  the  Engliih  when  found  on  ■  ttconnoiter  to  ctiKovcr  the  ex)i«dl«nc)r  of 
*ttacki»|[  Fort  Cnnibeilaiid- — Peim.  Cthniiti  Utttrdt,  vii.,  341. 

*  Diavldclie  had  wrilien  : — 
"  Tbe  abute*  mealioned  in  youra  I  have  been  made  icijualntrd  wiih  frnm 

KTCral  hands  :  but  1  expected  you  would  have  been  more  panicutar  in  refiard 
to  (b*  oflSoen  neglecting  their  duty,  and  the  different  forti  not  beinf  properly 
SUiiMmed  with  men, — nay.  wilhoat  their  ofliccn,     Thia  vagne  rcpoil  mak**  it 
impo«(bU  foe  me  to  call  on  the  dclinqucnu.  .  .  . 
I  -'iHiolopiDion  ihcilrlngof  fnrtt  propotcd  (a  only  weakening  <><"  ttKAClll* 
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shall  take  care  to  pay  the  strictest  obedience  to  your 
orders,  and  the  opinion,  so  far  as  I  can.  The  de- 
tachment ordered  from  Winchester  exceeds,  1  be- 
lieve, the  number  of  enlisted  men  wc  have  there: 
and  the  drafts,  which  made  our  strength  at  that 
place  to  consist  of  about  one  hundred  and  sixty  men, 
will  leave  us  in  seven  days,  I  have  no  hope  of  en- 
listing any,  nor  prolonging  their  stay,  as  we  have  ■ 
heretofore  engaged  those,  who  were  willing  to  ser\'eH 
However  my  true  endeavors  shall  be  strictly  aiding 
for  this  (more  than  ever)  necessary  purpose. 

I  am  very  sorr^'  any  expression  in  my  letter  should 

ud  will  be  a  poor  defence  lo  out  fronlicn.  I  hope  you  will  keep  the  Indknl 
properly  employed.  Majur  Lewis  lixi  onlen  lo  send  up  llic  Cbei»kce».  Vm 
lecm  lo  charge  negiecl  in  mc,  not  hriviriE  proper  condnclorK  Thii  cliargi  n 
uriinanneily.  a>>  I  did  whiit  I  rhoii{;)it  {>r»prt.  though  ditappotntril  hy  the  vtl- 
linont  trmders.  .  .   . 

"  If  you  had  sent  down  (he  amouni  of  the  muney  due  (or  ihe  »erv«al>  «»■ 
liiied,  I  ihouliJ  have  given  *  wirranl  for  the  money,  tt'i  probable  I  micht 
have  refuted  payroect  lo  maslert  of  some  lervanti.  enliiled,  for  want  of  cettifr 
cilei,  but  never  uld  you  did  not  act  projierly  in  enlisting  Ihcni.  .  .  . 

"  In  rrgard  lo  uehnplain,  you  should  know,  that  hit  qualiRcaiionx  and  ilie 
lilsho|i's  letter  of  license  should  be  produced  lo  the  coroiniBUtry  and  oiyMlf : 
but  this  jienon  U  aUu  nameless.  I  icbcivc'I  ihc  opinion  u(  th«  co«iidl  of  wir 
in  reganl  to  Ftat  Cumberland  :  u  it  was  an  affair  of  great  coiuequencc.  I 
called  the  council  for  their  advice  and  enclose  you  their  and  my  opinion 
thereon.  lu  cuiisequence  lliereof.  I  hereby  order  yuu  i  111  mediately  to  marth 
one  hundred  men  to  Fort  Cnmbcrlond  (lom  the  forces  you  have  at  WlncheMfr. 
which.  Captain  Mercer  ssyi,  are  one  hundred  and  siixtjr  cnliiled  men.  Voa  iR 
(o  remain  at  Foil  Cum liei land,  and  make  llie  place  at  tttotij  «i  you  can.  in 
cue  of  an  attack.  Vou  arc  lo  tend  oul  partici  from  the  (on  to  obterm  the 
TnotionK  n(  ihe  enemy,  if  Ihey  should  march  over  the  .Mle(^any  monAlaJna 
Any  scores  al  Ihe  fort,  not  absolutely  necessary  for  its  defence,  jrou  are  IoicikI 
to  Winchester. 

"  You  arc  to  order  one  of  yoiir  suhaltern  ollicert.  (In  whom  yoti  cna  MinGde.) 
lo  command  at  Winchester,  and  to  oversee  the  finishing  of  ihe  (ovt  btiildinc  ■> 
that  place.  These  orders  I  expect  you  will  give  due  obedience  to,  and  luB 
with  respect."  &c. 
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be  deemed  unmannerly.  I  never  intended  insults  to 
any  ;  on  the  contrar)',  have  endeavoured  to  demean 
mj-sclf  in  that  proper  respect  due  to  superiors.  In 
the  instance  mentioned,  I  can  truly  say,  so  far  from 
intending  a  charge  or  afTront  of  any  kind,  it  was 
distant  from  my  thoughts ;  and  I  meant  no  more 
than  to  show  what  strange,  what  unaccountable  in- 
fatuation prevailed  among  the  magistrates,  &c.,  of  the 
back  parts  of  Carolina  ;  who  were  so  regardless  of 
the  common  cause,  as  to  allow  fifty  Catawbas  to 
return,  when  they  had  proceeded  near  seventy  miles 
on  their  march,  for  want  of  provisions  and  a  con- 
ductor to  entice  them  along.  This  was  a  fact  I  did 
not  suppose  your  Honor  was  uninformed  of,  know- 
ing Colonel  Cobb  had  wrote  you  on  the  subject  I 
therefore  thought  I  might  be  less  explicit,  and  not 
have  incurred  this  censure  by  that  means. 

I  seem  also  to  be  reprimanded  for  giving  a  vague 
account  of  my  tour  to  the  southward.  1  was  rather 
fearful  of  blame  for  prolixity  and  impertinence,  in 
meddling  with  matters  I  had  no  immediate  concern 
with  ;  and  related  them  rather  as  hints,  to  set  you 
upon  inquiring,  than  as  a  circumstantial  account  of 
the  facts.  And  this  I  chose  more  especially  to  do, 
as  Colonels  Lewis  and  Buchanan,  from  whom,  being 
heads  of  the  mititia.  these  representations,  fully 
authenticated,  more  properly  came.  And  they  were 
represented,  at  least  by  the  latter,  then  on  his  road 
to  do  so ;  and  had  as  he  told  me,  taken  the  testi- 
mony and  depositions  of  several  persons  for  this 
purpose,  in  order  to  demonstrate  the   thing   more 
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clearly  and  to  show  who  had  and  who  had  not  done 
their  duty.  When  I  went  to  Augusta,  it  was  with  a 
good  design, — to  relieve,  if  possible,  a  much  dis- 
tressed settlement ;  but,  finding  this  impracticable 
without  men,  and  hearing  some  complaints  of  Cap- 
tain Hog,  and  at  the  same  time  being  desirous  of 
seeing  in  what  manner  he  proceeded,  I  continued  oo 
in  no  sniall  danger  ;  yet  pleased  with  reflecting  on 
this  extraordinary  duty,  and  of  bringing  myself  more 
intimately  acquainted  with  the  situation  of  our  fron- 
tiers, which,  Sir,  I  related  as  well  as  I  was  capable, 
with  a  design,  from  which  I  have  never  intentionally 
swer\'ed,  to  serve  my  countr)'.  And  am  sorr^'  to 
find,  that  this,  and  my  best  endeavours  of  late,  meet 
with  unfavorable  constructions.  What  it  proceeds 
from,  I  know  not.  If  my  open  and  disinterested 
way  of  writing  and  speaking  has  the  air  of  pertness 
and  freedom,  I  shall  correct  my  error  by  acting  re- 
servedly, and  shall  take  care  to  obey  my  orders 
without  offering  any  thing  more.  I  should  not  have 
presumed  to  have  appointed  a  commissary,  had  not 
your  first  instructions  been  plain  and  explicit  on  this 
point,  and  reiterated  letters  since  that  invested  me 
with  power.  The  omission  of  the  name  was  a  neglect 
indeed  accidental,  not  designed.  The  gentleman  in- 
tended was  Mr.  Ramsay  of  this  place,  well-known, 
well-esteemed,  and  of  unblemished  good  character, 
practised  in  business  and  comes  now  properly  recom- 
mended. I  should  not  have  appointed  this  gentle- 
man or  any  other  to  serve  as  commissary,  had  not 
Mr.  Walker  in  repeated  letters  desired  it,  and  his 
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absence  from  and  neglect  of  duty  rendered  another 
highly  necessarj'.  This,  I  presume,  you  were  un- 
acquainted with,  when  you  desired  his  continuance. 
Nor  may  you  know  that  Mr.  Walker  intends  to  re- 
side at  home  and  act  by  a  deputy,  which,  if  1  may  be 
allowed  to  say,  is  equally  inconsistent,  as  if  I  were  to 
do  it.  This  it  is  that  encourages  Mr.  Ramsay  to 
wait  upon  your  Honor  to  be  thoroughly  informed. 
As  the  duty  now  will  become  more  divided  between 
Fort  Cumberland  and  the  lower  forts,  it  may  not  be 
thought  amiss  if  Mr.  Ramsay  is  appointed  to  join  a 
second  in  the  commission.  The  business  by  this 
means  must  be  conducted  infinitely  better,  and  in 
that  case  I  would  beg  leave  to  mention  Mr.  Carlyle, 
who  is  willing  to  act,  and  whose  knowledge  and  ex- 
perience in  this  business  are  so  well  known,  and  need 
no  recapitulation.  They  are  both  agreed  to  hold  it 
in  conjunction  upon  the  same  terms  that  Mr.  Walker 
now  has  it. 

When  I  spoke  of  a  chaplain,  it  was  in  answer  to 
yours.  I  had  no  person  in  view,  tho'  many  have 
offered  ;  and  only  said,  if  the  country  would  provide 
subsistence,  we  could  procure  a  chaplain,  without 
thinking  there  was  offence  in  the  expression. 

Because  1  was  told  the  commissary  had  endeavored, 
but  could  get  no  one  to  accept  of  it.  When  1  spoke 
about  scalps,  I  had  the  Indians  chiedy,  indeed  solely, 
in  my  view,  knowing  their  jealous,  suspicious  natures 
are  apt  to  entertain  doubts  of  the  least  delay  and  a 
suspension  of  rewards  causes  a  dissatisfaction  and 
murmuring  among  them,  which  might  be  productive 


of  bad  events  at  this  critical  juncture.'  So  soon  as 
I  march  from  Winchester,  which  will  immediately 
happen,  as  1  am  setting  out  thence,  and  sent  orders 
by  Jenkins  to  have  the  troops  paid  and  in  readiness 
to  march,  I  shall  write  your  Honor  a  more  distinct 
account  of  the  situation  of  that  place,  which  will  be 
left  entirely  destitute  of  all  protection,  notwithstand- 
ing it  now  contains  all  the  public  stores  of  any  im- 
portance, as  they  were  removed  from  Fort  Cumber- 
land, and  In  the  most  dangerous  part  of  our  frontiers, 
at  least  Jn  a  part  that  has  suffered  this  summer  more 
than  any  (which  has  been  so  well  secured)  by  the 
ravages  of  the  enemy.  The  works,  which  have  been 
constructed  and  conducted  on  with  infinite  pains  and 
labor,  will  be  unfinished  and  exposed  ;  and  the  mate- 
rials for  completing  the  building,  which  have  been 
collected  with  unspeakable  difficulty  and  expense, 
left  to  be  pillaged  and  destroyed  by  the  inhabitants 
of  the  town ;  because,  as  I  before  observed,  one 
hundred  men  will  exceed  the  number.  I  am  pretty 
confident,  which  we  have  there,  when  the  drafts  go 
off.  So,  to  comply  with  my  orders,  (which  1  shall 
literally  do,  if  I  can.)  not  a  man  will  be  left  there  to 
secure  the  works,  or  defend  the  King's  stores,  which 
are  almost  wholly  removed  to  that  place. 

'  Alkin  illsapproveil  of  offering  high  irwiidt  lo  Indiana  for  kC)J))s,  »  U  en- 
counged  "private  scslpiiig,  whereby  thi:  most  innocent  nn<l  Iiolplcu  porani, 
even  women  and  children  "  were  iiiDrdere<l  for  their  icalpi.  HeiiulkiKiedalio 
soiiif  osc  whete  Ihe  Indians  pickcU  '[uaricl  among  Ihenuelvcx  that  ihc  tcalji  of 
the  killed  might  be  sold.  Further  the  higli  rewards  ihaipencid  the  ingceuiij'  cf 
ihe  Indians ;  "(or  ibe  CheT«kcc«  in  pailicalarhavegotlhe  art  o(  making  (our 
scalps  out  of  one  man  killed."  Alkin  axscrled  chat  he  was  "veJl  asMutd 
Lord  Loudoun  deiesu  thai  practice  [of  purchasing  scalpt],  and  that  (be  French 
general  Montcalm  in  Canodas  does  the  same.  Sir  Wm.  Johaton  glTes  HO  re- 
ward al  all  in  particular  for  scalps  by  name,"— /V«it,  ArtUitt,  \i\.,  199. 
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TO  GOVERNOR    DINWIDDIE. 

FoaT  Loudoun,  a  December,  1756. 

HoNBLE.  Sir. 

When  1  wrote  your  Honor  from  Alexandria,  I  ex- 
pected to  have  been  at  or  near  Fort  Cumberland  by 
this  ;  but,  upon  coming  here,  and  expecting  wagons 
and  provisions  in  readiness  to  go  up  with  this  escort, 
I  received  the  enclosed  from  the  commissary,  which 
I  send  to  evince  that  no  delays  or  protracting  of  or- 
ders proceed  from  me.  The  return  of  our  strength, 
which  I  called  in  so  soon  as  I  arrived,  is  herewith 
sent,  signed  by  the  adjutant,  amounting,  exclusive 
of  the  drafts,  to  eighty-one  effectives,  including  the 
sick,  and  young  drummers,  who  were  sent  here  to 
leam. 

When  Captain  Mercer  went  down,  our  strength 
consisted  of  about  twenty-five  more,  including  drafts, 
which  have  been  sent  ever  since  the  middle  of  Octo- 
ber, to  Conococheague,  Swearingen's  Ferry,  &c,  to 
encour^e  that  body  of  inhabitants  to  stay  at  their 
places,  who  otherwise  were  determined  to  forsake 
them.  Your  Honor's  late  and  unexpected  order  has 
caused  the  utmost  terror  and  consternation  in  the 
people,  and  will,  I  fear,  be  productive  of  numberless 
evils,  not  only  to  this  place,  and  the  public  works 
erecting  here,  but  to  the  country  in  general,  who 
seem  to  be  in  the  greatest  dread  for  the  consequences. 
The  stores  of  every  kind  have  all  been  brought  from 
Fort  Cumberland,  save  those  indispensably  necessary 
there,  at  a  very  great  expense,  and  lie  in  the  court* 
house  and  other  public  buildings,  to  the  no  small  in- 
convenience and  detriment  of  the  county.     1  have 
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frequently  been  importuned  by  the  members  of  the 
court,  and  other  public  officers,  to  remove  them,  and 
have  as  often  by  gentle  persuasives  protracted  the 
time ;  which  was  the  more  cheerfully  granted,  as  it 
was  evident  that  there  were  no  other  places  to  receive 
them,  and  that  I  strove  with  the  utmost  diligence  to 
prepare  the  proper  receptacles.  What  course  to  take 
with  them  now.  I  know  not,  and  hope  you  will  direct 
I  am  convinced,  were  your  Honor  informed  how 
much  this  place  (which  is  in  every  degree  our  utmost 
and  most  exposed  frontier,  there  being  no  inhabitants 
between  this  and  the  Branch,  and  none  there  but 
what  are  forted  in,) — I  say,  I  am  convinced,  if  your 
Honor  were  truly  informed  of  the  situation  of  this 
place,  of  its  importance  and  danger,  you  would  not 
think  it  prudent  to  leave  such  a  quantity  of  valuable 
stores  exposed  to  the  insults  of  a  few  :  for  a  very 
few  indeed  might  reduce  them  and  the  town  too, 
to  ashes.  In  the  next  place,  as  I  observed  in  my 
last  letter,  the  works,  which  have  been  begun  and 
continued  with  labor  and  hardship,  He  open,  untena- 
ble, and  exposed  to  the  weather,  to  say  no  more  ;  and 
the  materials,  which  have  been  collected  with  cost 
and  infinite  difficulty,  to  the  mercy  of  every  pillager; 
our  timber  and  scantling,  used  and  burnt  by  the 
town's  people  ;  our  plank,  which  has  been  brought 
from  far,  stolen  and  destroyed ;  and  the  lime,  if  not 
stolen,  left  to  be  wasted,  &c.,  &c.  And  this  is  not 
the  worst.  A  building,  which  in  time  might  and 
would  have  been  ver)'  strong  and  defensible,  and  an 
asylum  in  the  greatest  danger,  in  a  manner  totally 
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abandoned.  As  the  case  now  stands,  we  have  no 
place  tenable,  no  place  of  safety  ;  all  is  exposed  and 
open  to  attacks ;  and  by  not  having  a  garrison  kept 
at  this  place,  no  convoys  can  get  up  to  us,  and  the 
communication  with  the  inhabitants  entirely  cut  off, 
so  that  soldiers  and  inhabitants  cannot  be  assisting 
each  other. 

In  regard  to  myself  residing  at  Fort  Cumberland,  I 
shall  lay  before  your  Honor  such  inconveniences  as 
must  unavoidably  arise,  while  we  pursue  these  defen- 
sive measures ;  in  doing  which,  I  think  I  only  do  my 
duty.  First,  as  Fort  Cumberland  lying  more  ad- 
vanced, and  wide  of  all  other  forts,  will  prevent  me 
from  having  the  immediate  direction  of  any  but  that 
Secondly,  the  stores  being  at  this  place,  and  I  at  that, 
will  render  it  impossible  to  deliver  them  regularly.  I 
either  must  trust  to  a  subaltern  officer  to  order  them 
discretionally.  or  else  an  express  must  be  first  sent  to 
me,  and  then  I  must  send  to  the  storekeeper  to  de- 
liver the  necessaries  wanting  to  each  garrison.  How 
inconsistent  this  is  for  many  reasons,  your  Honor 
may  judge;  but  more  especially,  when  it  is  known 
that  there  is  no  travelling  to  Fort  Cumberland  but 
endangering  of  life,  without  a  pretty  strong  escort. 
Thirdly,  by  being  at  Fort  Cumberland  a  total  slag- 
nation  of  business  must  ensue,  because  money  is 
lodged  with  me  for  discharging  all  contingent  ex- 
penses arising  in  the  service,  and  no  persons  will,  or 
can,  come  to  me  there.  In  course  they  will  be  slack 
in  furnishing  us  with  wagons  and  necessaries  of  every 
kind,  which  n<n0  by  due  payment  may  be  had  at  call. 
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And  lastly,  Winchester  is  in  the  center,  as  it  were,  of 
all  the  forts,  is  convenient  for  receiving  intelligence 
and  distributing  orders ;  and  notwithstanding  any 
thing  to  the  contrary,  lies  in  a  vale  of  land,  that  has 
suffered  more  than  any  other  from  the  incursions  of 
the  enemy.  I  hope,  after  receiving  a  peremptory 
order,  the  mentioning  of  these  things  will  not  appear 
presuming  or  odd.  I  do  not  hesitate  a  moment  to 
obey ;  on  the  contrary,  shall  comply  the  minute  1 
can.  I  mean  nothing  more  than  to  point  out  the 
consequences,  that  must  necessarily  attend,  as  I  ap- 
prehend your  Honor  was  not  thoroughly  apprised  of 
our  situation.  Some,  Sir,  who  are  inclined  to  put  an 
unfavorable  construction  upon  this  generous  recital, 
may  say,  that  I  am  loath  to  leave  this.  I  declare, 
upon  my  honor,  1  am  not,  but  had  rather  be  at  Fort 
Cumberland,  (if  I  could  do  my  duty  there,)  a  thou- 
sand times  over  :  for  I  am  tired  of  the  place,  the  in- 
habitants, and  the  life  I  lead  here  ;  and  if,  after  what 
I  have  said,  you  should  think  it  necessary  that  I  re- 
side at  that  place,  I  shall  acquiesce  with  pleasure  and 
cheerfulness,  and  be  freed  from  much  anxiety,  plague, 
and  business.  To  be  at  Fort  Cumberland  somfUmes, 
I  think  highly  expedient,  and  have  hitherto  done  it 
Three  weeks  ago  i  came  from  that  place. 

I  have  used  every  endeavour  to  detain  the  drafts, 
but  all  in  vain.  They  are  home-sick  and  tired  of 
work.  They  all  declare,  if  an  expedition  is  conducted 
in  the  spring,  they  will  serve  two,  three,  or  four 
months ;  these  tho'  are  words  of  course.  The  Ca- 
tawb:is  are  out  on  the  scout  with  an  officer  and  some 
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men  of  ours.  They  proposed,  when  !  was  at  Fort 
Cumberland,  to  stay  only  one  moon,  and  then  to  set 
out  for  their  nation,  with  a  report  of  the  country  and 
its  conveniences  to  the  enemy,  (but  rather  with  a  re- 
port of  our  usage.  I  believe.)  It  therefore  behooves 
us  to  reward  them  well,  and  keep  them  in  temper. 
They  applied  to  me  for  several  necessaries,  such 
as  each  a  suit  of  clothes,  wampum,  pipe,  toma- 
hawks, and  silver  trinkets  for  the  wrists  and  arms, 
&c.  The  wampum  and  tomahawks  I  have  pur- 
chased. The  want  of  the  others  may  occasion  some 
murmuring,  and  there  are  ver)'  few  things  suitable  at 
Fort  Cumberland.  ITiey  seemed  verj-  desirous,  that 
an  officer  should  return  with  them,  and  gave  strong 
assurances  of  his  bringing  in  a  number.  If  your 
Honor  approves  it.  I  shall  endeavour  to  fix  upon  some 
officer,  that  falls  most  in  with  their  customs,  and  send 
him  upon  this  duty.  The  Indians  expect  to  be  sent 
back  upon  horses.  Does  your  Honor  approve  that 
they  should  ?  I  will  not  take  upon  me  to  buy  horses 
without  your  orders.  The  Cherokees  are  not  yet  ar- 
rived, nor  the  arms  from  Augusta.     I  am.  &c 


TO  GOVERNOR  DINWIDDIE. 

FOKT  LOUSOUN,  4  December,  i7$6. 

HoNBLE.  Sir, 

Since  writing  to  your  Honor  yesterday,  a  very  base 
and  villainous  scheme  has  been  discovered  ;  which 
has  been  1  believe,  the  sole  cause  of    i8   Soldiers 
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deserting  from  us  last  night.  The  Gentleman  con- 
cerned is  our  (late  Ensign)  Denis  McCarty ;  of 
whose  Character  and  practises,  the  enclosed  Depo- 
sitions will  afford  your  Honor  a  Specimen,  and  with 
whom  all  his  ties  of  honor  and  morality  are  of  no 
force.  By  virtue  of  your  Honor's  Commission  to 
recruit  for  the  Roj-al  American  Regiments,  and 
under  the  specious  pretence  of  immunity,  offered 
in  a  late  proclamation,  he  boasts  the  power  & 
authority  of  enlisting  Deserters  and  Delinquents  of 
any  kind  whatever.  With  these  pretences  &  his 
ungenerous  principles,  he  scandalously  &  under- 
handedly  seduced  these,  and  I  am  afraid  many  more 
to  abandon  their  duty  and  desert  the  Ser\'ice.  The 
Behaviour  of  Mr.  McCarty  while  In  our  Regiment 
was  not  so  becoming  and  genteel  as  it  ought :  and 
had  he  not  apprehended  the  danger  of  a  Court  Mar- 
tial with  disgrace,  he  would  not  have  resigned  toyoiir 
Honor  with  so  much  privacy.  I  hope  this  flagrant 
instance  of  his  unnatural,  unjust  and  dishonorable 
proceedings  will  prompt  your  Honor  to  punish  such 
pernicious  practises  so  destructive  in  their  conse- 
quences, and  so  fatal  in  their  efTects.  I  have  de- 
spatched a  party  of  25  men  under  Capt.  Mercer  with 
orders  that  every  endeavour  and  all  possible  diligence 
be  made  use  of  to  apprehend  those  Deserters,  who  I 
imagine  are  gone  to  McCarty  and  should  be  glad 
your  Honor  wou'd  direct  what  punishment  shou'd  be 
inflicted  ;  as  the  act  for  that  purpose  is  sometime  ago 
expired.  The  loss  of  the  Drafts  and  those  desertions, 
reader  us  unable  to  manage  such  heavy  timber  as  is 
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required  about  the  Fort ;  or  even  sufficient  to  do 
other  necessary  work  there.  These  misfortunes  and 
the  want  of  flour  with  the  Commissary,  conspire  to 
retard  my  march  longer  than  I  had  expected. 


TO  OOVERNOR   DINWIDDIE. 


Fort  I^ui>oun.  io  D«c«mbct.  I7S6. 

HoNBLE.  Sir, 

CapL  Mercer  returned  the  7th  with  sixteen  of  the 
Deserters ;  the  other  two  escaped  his  diligence.  They 
confirm  the  suspicion  of  Mr.  McCarty's  villany,  by 
confessing  he  had  inveigled  them  with  promises  of 
protection,  rewards,  and  good  usage !  and  a  deep-laid 
plan  was  concerted  for  accomplishing  his  base  de* 
signs, — binding  each  individual  with  an  oath  to 
follow  him  ;  to  stand  true  to  each  other  in  case  of 
being  pursued  ;  to  kill  the  officer  who  attempted  the 
command  ;  and  in  case  of  a  separation,  private  in- 
structions to  repair  to  McCarty,  or  some  of  his 
friends  who  were  to  receive  and  entertain  them. 
These  proceedings  and  the  within  depositions  must 
convince  your  Honor,  how  dangerous  a  person  of 
Mr.  McCarty's  principles  must  be  to  the  peace  and 
quiet  of  Society. 

The  Soldiers  surrendered  to  Capt.  Mercer  upon 
promise  of  pardon  ;  and  as  they  seem  sorry  for  their 
Behaviour,  assuring  all  duty  and  obedience  for  the 
future,  1  thought  it  most  expedient  to  forgive  them 
knowing  we  have  no  law  at  present  to  punish  them, 
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and  believing  the  poor  ignorant  fellows  less  culpable 
than  their  Seducer. 

I  hope  your  Honor  will  therefore  approve  of  ni] 
measurtjs  in  this  matter. 

Before  this  reaches  your  Honor  I  imagine  you  wi 
have  received  Capt.  John  McNeill's  relative  to  the 
Ser\'ants  recruited  in  Augusta — I  desired  him  to 
transmit  the  valuation  of  them,  according  to  your 
Honor's  directions  fully  authenticated,  in  order  to  re- 
ceive the  money.  Capt.  McNeill's  distance  from  me 
deprived  me  of  the  opportunity  of  certifying  the  ac- 
compts ;  and  to  prevent  loss  of  time,  expencc  and 
trouble,  I  ordered  him  to  take  this  method,  which  I 
hope  will  not  be  disagreeable  to  your  Honor. 

Upon  receiving  your  Honor's  and  the  Council'sre- 
solve  to  make  Fort  Cumberland  tenable.  I  wrote  to 
Lt.  Colonel  Stephen  to  set  immediately  about  it,  but 
the  want  of  tools  for  three  parts  of  the  men  there  will 
prevent  its  progress. 

At  Alexandria  I  gave  orders  to  purchase  a  quanti- 
ty ;  and  Colonel  Carlyle  had  gone  to  Annapolis  for 
that  purpose  ;  so  I  look  daily  for  the  tools.  The  de- 
mand upon  us  at  this  time  for  money  is  very  great, 
buying  provision,  &c  We  have  almost  exhausted 
the  last  sum  received,  and  must  be  under  the  necessi- 
ty of  applying  to  your  Honor  for  another  supply  in  a 
little  time.  We  long  much  for  the  arrival  of  the  sol- 
diers Clothing.  The  weather  very  severe,  the  Ser 
vice  hard,  and  men  naked — are  motives  too  strong 
for  their  accepting  the  specious  promises  of  McCarty 
and  others. 
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TO  GOVERNOR  DINWIDDIE. 

FoKT  Loudoun,  19  December,  1756, 

HoNBLE.  Sir, 

Your  letter  of  the  loth  came  to  hand  the  15th;  in 
consequence  of  which  I  despatched  orders  immedi- 
ately to  all  the  garrisons  on  the  Branch  to  evacuate 
their  forts,  and  repair  to  Pearsall's,  where  they  would 
meet  the  flour,  &c.  from  this  place,  and  to  escort  it 
to  Fort  Cumberland.  I  expect  the  provisions  pur- 
chased for  the  support  of  these  forts,  and  now  lying 
in  bulk,  will  be  wasted  and  destroyed,  notAvithstand- 
ing  1  have  given  directions  to  the  assistant  commis- 
sary on  the  Branch,  and  to  Waggener's  company,  to 
use  their  utmost  diligence  in  collecting  the  whole, 
and  securing  them  where  his  company  is  posted.  An 
escort,  with  all  the  (lour  we  have  been  able  to  pro- 
cure (which  amounts  to  an  insufficient  quantity  for 
want  of  water),  sets  out  from  this  on  Tuesday  next 
I  expect  to  depart  sooner  myself,  after  leaving  direc- 
tions with  Captain  Mercer,  whom  I  have  appointed 
to  command  here,  and  shall  repair  as  expeditiously  as 
possible  to  Fort  Cumberland. 

I  am  a  little  at  loss  to  understand  the  meaning  of 
your  Honor's  orders,  and  the  opinion  of  the  Council, 
when  I  am  directed  to  evacuate  all  the  stockade  forts, 
and  at  the  same  time  to  march  only  one  hundred  men 
to  Fort  Cumberland,  and  to  continue  the  like  num- 
ber here  to  garrison  Fort  Loudoun.  If  the  stockade 
forts  are  all  abandoned,  there  will  be  more  men  than 
are  required  for  these  two  purposes,  and  the  com- 
munication between  them,  of  near  eighty  miles,  will 
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be  left  without  a  settler,  unguarded  and  exposed,' 
But  I  mean  nothing  by  asking  this  question,  than  to 
know  your  Honor's  intentions,  which  I  would  will 
ingly  pay  strict  obedience  to. 

Mr,  Walker  has  been  here,  settled  his  accomp 
and  gone  home  again,  fully  resolved  no  longer 
continue  commissary.  I  acquainted  him  with  the 
contents  of  your  Honor's  letters  of  November,  and 
he  has  wrote  you  (he  tells  me)  his  reasons  for  resign- 
ing. What  Indian  goods  were  left  by  Colo.  Innes  I 
know  not ;  no  return  was  ever  given  to  mc,  nor  to 
the  commanding  officer,  when  he  went  away,  if  I 
rightly  informed. 

I  shall  when  I  arrive  at  Fort  Cumberland  get  a 
turn  of  them,  and  transmit  to  your  Honor. 

A  return  of  the  stores  at  this  place  is  enclosed, 
should  have  sent  it  before,  but  waited  to  add  those 
at  Fort  Cumberland,  of  which  there  are  none 
come  down. 

If  Captain  McNeill  goes  to  the  Cherokee  nation 
would  be  well  for  him  to  conduct  the  Catawbas  home. 
But  when  I   recommended  an  ofificer's  going  witlk 


*  "  I  he&nily  eommiserale  Ihc  poor,  unhappy  inhabSiAnia,  left  by  thb  meuu 

exposed  to  cvcr>'  incursion  uf  .1  metcilns  oncmy.  ajid  visli  it  were  in  my  poavi 
lo  offer  them  betlet  luppott.  Ihiin  good  wishc*  (merely)  will  sffonl.  Yon  mttf 
iissuie  the  aeitlement.  that  this  iiiieipecied,  &nd.  if  I  may  be  allowed  to  My. 
unAvciid«ble  El«p  wa&  Uken  withoul  my  concunence  and  knowledge ;  ilut  it  it 
>n  eipreai  order  from  the  Governor,  and  can  neither  be  evtidcd  oor  delayed. 
Therefore,  any  representations  lo  me  of  thcii  danger,  and  the  necessity  of  con- 
tinuing troop*  among  ihem.  will  be  fruitless  ;  for,  as  I  before  otihctvcil,  I  hate 
inetiitation.  but  no/awrleft,  to  setve  thetii.  It  is  also  the  Govemor't  order. 
llinl  the  forls  be  left  standing  for  the  inhabitants  to  potseis  if  they  ihink 
ptopei." — Te  Captain  William  Bmtaugh,  t^  Dec.,  1756.  A  simiUr  ordrr 
ivas  sent  to  Ihc  commanders  of  other  forts  on  Che  South  Btincb. 
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them,  it  was  with  a  view  of  engaging  a  body  of  their 
men  to  come  to  our  assistance  in  the  spring,  and  to 
march  in  with  their  warriors,  not  choosing  to  trust 
altogether  to  their  unmeaning  promises  and  capri- 
cious humors.  But  your  Honor  will  be  pleased  to 
direct  as  you  see  proper  in  this  afTair.  I  have  ad- 
vanced very  little  money  hitherto  to  the  masters  of 
ser\'ants,  because  I  waited  your  directions  on  this 
head.  I  received  forty-one  last  night  from  Captain 
McNeill,  who  desires  leave  to  continue  recruiting.  I 
do  not  consent  to  It,  until  I  know  whether  it  is 
^reeable  to  your  Honor,  and  whether  I  may  send 
out  as  many  other  officers  as  can  be  spared  for  the 
same  ser\'ice.  If  this  is  approved  of  I  should  be  glad 
that  your  Honor  would  send  me  general  instructions, 
that  I  may  know  how  to  give  mine,  and  to  act  con- 
sistently with  the  rules  for  recruiting  ser\'ants  for  his 
Majesty's  regiments.  I  should  have  been  exceedingly 
glad,  if  your  Honor  and  the  Council  had  directed  in 
what  manner  Fort  Cumberland  Is  to  be  strengthened  ; 
i.  e,,  whether  it  is  to  be  made  cannon-proof  or  not ; 
and  that  you  would  fix  the  sum  beyond  which  we 
shall  not  go,  for  I  must  look  to  you  for  the  expense, 
knowing  that  the  country  has  already  rejected  some 
articles  of  this.  Immediately  upon  receiving  your 
Honor's  letter  to  McCarty,  I  enclosed  it  to  Colonel 
Fairfax  (as  directed),  and  desired  him  to  do  what  is 
needful  in  regard  to  the  commission,  as  it  was  not  in 
my  power  to  deal  with  him  as  he  deserved  :  first,  be- 
cause he  has  left  this  service ;  and  next,  because  if 
he  was  still  In  It,  we  have  no  martial  law  to  punish 
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him,  the  mutiny  and  desertion  act  having  expired  in| 
October  last.    The  same  with  respect  to  the  soldiers,! 
but  their  penitent  behavior  induced  me  to  pass  by| 
their  faults.    I  have  read  that  paragraph  in  Lord  Lou- 
doun's letter,  (which  your  Honor  was  pleased  to  send 
mc.)  over  and  over  again,  but  am  unable  to  compre* 
hend  the  meaning  of  it.     What  scheme  it  is,  I  was 
carrying  into  execution  without  waiting  advice,  I  am 
at  a  loss  to  know,  unless  it  was  building  the  chain  of  ^ 
forts  along  our  frontiers,  which  I  not  only  undertook^^ 
conformably  to  an  act  of  Assembly,  and  by  your  own  ~ 
orders,  but,  with  respect  to  the  places,  in  pursuance 
of  a  council  of  war.     If,  under  these  circumstances, 
my  "  conduct  is  responsible  for  the   fate  of   For 
Cumberland,"  it   must  be   confessed,  that    I    stanc 
upon  a  tottering  foundation  indeed.    I  cannot  charge 
my  memory  with  either  proposing,  or  intending,  to 
draw  the  forts  nearer  to  Winchester.     The  garrison  ^ 
of  Fort  Cumberland,  it  is  true,  I  did  wish  to  have  re-^| 
moved  to  Cox's,  which  Is  nearer  to  Winchester  by  ~ 
twenty-five  miles ;  but  not  further  from  the  enemy 
than  where  it  now  is,  if  a  road  from  thence  to  the 
Little  Meadows,  which  is  about  twenty  miles  distant, 
and  the  same  from  that  place  (z.  c.  Fort  Cumberland,) 
and  more  in  the  warriors'  path,  was  opened.      How-      1 
ever,  I  see  with  much  regret,  that  His  Excellency 
Lord  Loudoun  seems  to  have  prejudged  my  pro- 
ceedings, without  being  thoroughly  informed  what 
were  springs  and  motives,   that  have  actuated  my 
conduct.     How  far  I  have  mistaken  the  means  to 
recommend  my  services,  I  know  not,  but  I  am  certain. 
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of  this,  that  no  man  ever  intended  better,  or  studied 
the  interest  of  his  country  with  more  affectionate 
zeal,  than  I  have  done  ;  and  nothing  gives  me  greater 
uneasiness  and  concern,  than  that  his  Lordship  should 
have  imbibed  prejudices  so  unfavorable  to  my  char- 
acter, as  to  excite  his  belief  that  I  was  capable  of 
doing  any  thing,  "  that  will  have  a  bad  effect  as  to 
the  Dominion,  and  no  good  appearance  at  home." 

As  I  had  your  Honor's  permission  to  be  down 
when  his  Lordship  shall  favor  us  with  a  visit,  I  de- 
sired Colonel  Carlyle  to  inform  me  when  he  should 
pass  thro'  Alexandria,  and  I  will  set  out  accordingly. 
I  hope  nothing  has  intervened  to  alter  this  indul- 
gence. It  is  a  favor  I  should  not  have  thought  of 
asking,  had  I  believed  the  service  would  suffer  in  my 
absence ;  but  I  am  convinced  it  will  not.  And  I 
cannot  help  saying,  I  believe  we  are  the  only  troops 
upon  the  continent,  that  are  kept  summer  and  win- 
ter to  the  severest  duty,  with  the  least  respite  or 
indulgence. 

Captn.  Pearis  came  to  town  the  other  day  with  six 
Cherokees  and  two  squaws.  He  brought  no  orders 
from  your  Honor,  and  applies  to  me  for  direction  of 
his  services.  I  have  desired  him  to  carry  the  Indians 
to  Fort  Cumberland — as  we  can  make  nothing  of 
them  without  an  interpreter — and  there  wait  the 
return  of  your  Honor's  instructions.  Lt.  Baker  has 
leave  of  absence  upon  very  urgent  business,  relative 
to  an  estate  left  him.  He  applied  to  your  Honor 
and,  having  received  no  answer,  I  made  free  to  grant 
this  indulgence  in  so  material  a  point.     Lt.  Lowry 
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has  applied  for  permission  to  quit  the  service ;  I  r 
ferred  him  to  your  Honor,  and  he  now  waits  your 
answer  in  a  state  of  much  anxiety  and  sickness.  His 
resignation  I  apprehend  will  occasion  no  void  or  an; 
loss  to  the  service.  I  have  therefore  allowed  him  toi 
go  down,  in  order  to  support  his  spirits  and  comply 
with  your  Honor's  pleasure,  whatever  that  be.  While 
Lt.  Baker  is  absent,  I  would  offer  it  to  your  Honor 
as  expedient,  he  should  make  interest  among  th' 
Tusks  and  Nottoways.  His  intimacy  with  these 
nations  may  be  of  ser\-ice  in  engaging  some  assistance 
from  them,  and  I  think  him  very  capable  of  the  under 
taking.  He  might  also  recruit,  if  your  Honor  ap- 
proves of  the  proposal  I  have  already  offered. 

The  delay  of  the  soldiers'  clothes  occasions  u 
accountable  murmurs  and  complaints,  and  I  am  very 
much  afraid  we  shall  have  few  men  left,  if  they  arrive 
not  in  a  week  or  two.  Your  Honor  would  be  aston- 
ished to  see  the  naked  condition  of  the  poor  wretches. 
And  how  they  possibly  can  subsist,  much  less  work, 
in  such  severe  weather,  [is  not  easy  to  conceive.] 
Had  we  but  blankets  to  give  them,  or  any  thing  to 
defend  them  from  the  cold,  they  might  perhaps  be 
easy. 

I  have  formerly  hinted  to  your  Honor  our  necessity 
for  a  speedy  supply  of  cash,  and  have  advised  with 
the  Speaker  likewise,  that  he  might  not  be  unpre- 
pared. I  purpose  to  send  down  by  the  loth  of  next 
month  or  sooner  if  1  could  be  served.  The  men  are 
quite  impatient,  and  the  want  of  small  bills  is  very 
prejudicial  to  their  peace.     I  should  be  glad  yo 
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Honor  would  advise  per  return  of  Jenkins  how  soon 
I  may  send  down.  I  cannot  supply  your  Honor  with 
a  return  of  our  strength  as  yet,  because  our  scattered 
disposition  hinders  a  regular  discharge  of  the  adju- 
tant's duty.     I  am.  &c. 


TO  JOHN    ROBINSON. 

WiHCHESTKR.  I")  Dfcember.  IT56. 

Sir, 

You  are  no  stranger,  I  presume,  to  the  late  resolu- 
tions of  the  Governor  and  Council,  the  consequence 
of  which  I  meditate  with  great  concern.  We  are  or- 
dered to  reinforce  Fort  Cumberland  with  one  hun- 
dred men,  and,  to  enable  me  to  carry  that  number 
thither,  all  the  stockade  forts  on  the  Branch  are  to  be 
evacuated,  and  in  course  all  the  settlements  aban- 
doned, except  what  lie  under  the  immediate  protec- 
tion of  Captain  Waggener's  fort,  the  only  place  ex- 
empted in  their  resolve.  Surely  his  Honor  and  the 
Council  arc  not  fully  acquainted  with  the  situation 
and  circumstances  of  the  unhappy  frontiers,  thus  to 
expose  so  valuable  a  tract  as  the  Branch,  in  order 
to  support  a  fortification,  in  itself  (considering  our 
present  feebleness)  of  verj-  little  importance  to  the 
inhabitants  or  the  colony.  The  former  order  of  Coun- 
cil would  have  endangered  not  only  the  loss  of  Fort 
Loudoun,  the  stores,  and  Winchester,  but  a  general 
removal  of  the  settlers  of  this  vale,  even  to  the  Blue 
Ridge.  This  last  hath  the  same  object  in  view,  vizt. 
Fort  Cumberland,  and.  to  maintain  it,  the  best  lands 
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in  Virginia  are  laid  open  to  the  mercy  of  a  cruel  aod 
inhuman  enemy.  These  people  have  long  struggled 
with  the  dangers  of  savage  incursions,  daily  soliciting 
defence,  and  willing  to  keep  their  ground.  To  en- 
courage them,  all  my  little  help  has  been  adminis- 
tered, and  they  seemed  satisfied  with  my  intention{{^| 
resolving  to  continue  while  any  probability  of  sup-" 
port  remained.  The  disposition  I  had  made  of  our 
small  regiment  gave  general  satisfaction  to  the  settle- 
ments, and  concent  began  to  appear  evcrjnvhere. 
The  necessary  measures  for  provisions  and  stores 
were  agreeably  concerted,  and  every  regulation  estab- 
lished for  the  season.  But  the  late  command  reverses, 
confuses,  and  incommodes  ever)*  thing  ;  to  say  noth- 
ing of  the  extraordinary  expense  of  carriage,  disap- 
pointments, losses,  and  alterations,  which  must  fall 
heavy  on  the  country.  Whence  it  arises,  or  why,  I 
am  truly  ignorant ;  but  my  strongest  representations 
of  matters  relative  to  the  peace  of  the  frontiers  are 
disregarded  as  idle  and  frivolous ;  my  propositions 
and  measures,  as  partial  and  selfish  ;  and  all  my  sin- 
cerest  endeavours  for  the  ser\fice  of  my  country  per- 
verted to  the  worst  purposes.  My  orders  are  dark, 
doubtful,  and  uncertain  ;  to-day  approved,  to-morr<rw 
condemned.  Left  to  act  and  proceed  at  hazard,  ac- 
countable for  the  consequences,  and  blamed  without 
the  benefit  of  defence,  if  you  can  think  my  situation 
capable  to  excite  the  smallest  degree  of  envy,  or  af* 
ford  the  least  satisfaction,  the  truth  is  yet  hid  from 
you,  and  you  entertain  notions  very  different  from  the 
reality  of  the  case.     However,  I  am  determined  to 
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bear  up  under  all  these  embarrassments  some  time 
longer,  in  hope  of  better  regulation  on  the  arrival  of 
Lord  Loudoun,  to  whom  I  look  for  the  future  fate  of 
Virginia. 

His  Lordship,  I  think,  has  received  impressions 
tending  to  prejudice,  by  false  representations  of  facts, 
if  I  may  judge  from  a  paragraph  of  one  of  his  letters 
to  the  Governor,  and  on  which  is  founded  the  resolve 
to  support  Fort  Cumberland  at  all  events.  The  se- 
verity of  the  season,  and  nakedness  of  the  soldiers, 
are  matters  of  much  compassion,  and  give  rise  to  in- 
finite complaints.  Nor  is  it  possible  to  obviate  them, 
unless  theirclothingcome  in  immediately.  You  would 
be  surprised  how  the  poor  creatures  live,  much  more 
how  they  can  do  duty.  Had  we  but  blankets,  they 
might  be  appeased  for  a  little  time;  and  as  we  have 
not.  I  fear  many  will  desert. 

I  advised  you  formerly  of  our  necessity  for  cash, 
and  would  earnestly  desire  it  soon.  I  think  of  send- 
ing down  by  the  loth  of  next  month,  or  sooner  if 
^reeable.  Please  to  inform  me.  by  Jenkins,  what  I 
may  depend  upon  on  that  head,  as  our  men  are  im- 
patient, and  with  some  reason,  when  without  both 
money  and  clothes,  I  need  not  urge  the  comparative 
advantage  of  small  bills ;  as  you  are  truly  sensible 
how  disadvantageous  large  ones  are  in  paying  indi- 
viduals and  occasioning  many  other  inconveniences. 
We  shall  have  occasion  for  at  least  six  thousand 
pounds  to  clear  us  to  the  ist  of  Januar)'.  The  com- 
I  missarywantsabove  half  that  sum  to  furnish  his  stocks 
I    of  provisions,  &c;  the  other  will  be  exhausted  in  pay- 
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ing  the  troops.  We  ought  always  to  have  money  In 
hand,  as  we  are  often  reduced  to  many  inconveni- 
ences on  account  of  waiting  for  it,  not  to  mention  the 
expense  and  trouble,' 

Mr.  Kirkpatrick  will  have  my  accompts  to  lay  be- 
fore the  Committee,  and  will  shew  how  the  money  has 
been  applied. 


TO  THE  SPBAKER  OF  THE   HOUSE  OP    BURGESSES. 

Decembn',  I7i6, 

Dear  Sir. 

It  gave  me  infinite  concern  to  hear  by  several 
letters,  that  the  Assembly  are  incensed  against  the 
Virginia  Regiment ;  and  think  they  have  cause  to 
accuse  the  officers  of  all  inordinate  vices  ;  but  more 
especially  of  drunkenness  and  profanity  I  How  far 
any  one  individual  may  have  subjected  himself  to 
such  reflections,  I  will  not  pretend  to  determine,  bul 
this  I  am  certain  of ;  and  can  with  the  highest  safety 
call  my  conscience,  my  God  !  and  (what  1  suppose 
will  still  be  a  more  demonstrable  proof,  at  least  in  the 

'  In  raply  lo  lJii«  kllec  Ui,  Speaker  Robinson  wrgte  : — 

"  I  am  truly  concerDcd  ai  ih«  uncosincu  you  irc  undci  in  foat  prcMnl  lilu- 
allon.  and  ihir  more  hi.  as  I  am  sensible  you  hive  ton  much  Trxon  tor  it.  Tht 
[CKolution  of  defeiiiling  Furt  Cumberland.  *xtA  evacuating  the  other  forti.  «u 
taken  beFoic  I  knew  or  mitlrusted  any  thing  o(  the  mftllcr.  I  mutt  <onf«**  I 
WBi  not  a  III  lie  tuq^iised  SI  it,  amt  look  the  tibeily  (o  eipotlulMc  with  mnyot 
the  Coimcil  upon  it,  who  ^vc  me  in  iniwcr.  that  Lord  Lotidoaa  had  itiuited 
that  Fort  Cumberland  should  be  prcierved,  and,  oi  we  had  so  (cw  iroopa,  ll 
could  not  be  done  without  breaking  up  the  tmall  font,  and  lakiog  the  men  [torn 
them. 

■'  It  was  to  no  purpose  to  tell  them  that  our  frontien  would  Iheicby  b*  en- 
tirely eiposed  lo  our  cruel  and  savage  enemy,  and  that  they  could  receive  no 
proleclion  from  Fort  Cumberland,  at  il  was  in  another  pioriiKe,  and  Mtremate 
(rt>m  any  o(  our  inhabitants  -. — and  further,  that  the  act  o(  AaMinbly,  whidi 
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eye  of  the  World)  the  Orders  and  I  nstructions  which 
I  have  given,  to  evince  the  purity  oi  my  own  inten- 
tions and  to  shew  on  the  one  hand,  that  my  incessant 
endeavours  have  been  directed  to  discountenance 
Gaming,  drinking,  swearing,  and  other  vices,  with 
which  all  camps  too  much  abound  :  while  on  the 
other,  I  have  used  everj'  expedient  to  inspire  a  laud- 
able emulation  in  the  officers,  and  an  unerring  exer- 
cise of  Duty  in  the  Soldiers.  How  far  I  may  have 
mistaken  the  means  to  attain  so  salutary  an  end  be- 
hooves not  me  to  determine :  But  this  I  presume  to 
say,  that  a  man's  intentions  should  be  allowed  in  some 
respects  to  plead  for  his  actions.  I  have  been  more 
explicit  Sir,  on  this  head  than  1  otherwise  shou'd,  be- 
cause I  find  that  my  own  character  must  of  necessity 
be  involved  in  the  general  censure,  for  which  reason 
I  can  not  help  observing,  that  if  the  country  think 
they  have  cause  to  condemn  my  conduct,  and  have  a 
person  in  view  that  will  act ;  that  he  may  do.  But 
who  will  endeavour  to  act  more  for  her  Interests  than 
1  have  done  ?     It  will  give  me  the  greatest  pleasure 

pre  Ibe  xe»avf  loiel;  for  the  defence  and  prolection  of  our  (roniicn.  wonM  be 
ffalMad,  and  the  money  applied  olhcrwiic  tlian  the  .Vuembly  intended.  Vel, 
•otwttliiluidiiig  lit  I  couliluy.  ihey  )icrsUled  Ln  their  rrtc>IulK>n,iriihouC  aHeg. 
bf  mff  oilie*  Ttucn,  than  that  it  wax  in  piinuance  ol  Lord  Loudoun'i  daire. 
*'  It  ODiiot  be  B  difficult  matlec  to  eucu.  who  was  the  anthor  and  pramout 
al  tbis  xilricc  and  rawlulion,  4r  l>y  whom  l^ird  I.ou<loun  iiai  Ixen  p«nu*d4d. 
that  the  place  »  d  mch  importance.  Bai  ntppoiing  it  were  really  so,  it  ongtit 
lo  l>«  defended  by  the  people  In  whoK  province  it  ia  [Maryland],  ot  at  leaiit  at 
Ifee  cipenw  of  ibe  Ihitw  coloniei jointly,  and  ourowii  Imijlicn  not  Irfl  ei|io«ed 
for  the  defence  of  a  pLiice.  from  which  ve  cannot  receive  the  leaat  advaniac*  or 
protvctioa.  The  preieiil  unha])py  tlatc  of  o»i  country  inuil  fill  the  mind  ol 
«i«ry  weU>wi>h(r  lo  il  with  diinial  and  gloomy  apprclieiuio4it ;  aad  without 
waant  fpeedy  ■Itenuionii  in  oui  couns«li.  which  may  Cod  send,  the  fate  of  it 
mwi  waem  be  delcrmined." 
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to   resign  a  command   which   I   solemnly  declare 
accepted  against  my  will. 

I  know.  Sir,  that  my  inexperienct:  may  have  led 
into  innumerable  errors.  For  which  reason,  I  shou'd 
think  myself  an  unworthy  member  of  the  community 
and  greatly  deficient  in  the  love  I  owe  my  country 
which  has  ever  been  the  first  principle  of  my  actions, 
were  1  to  require  more  than  a  distant  hint  of  its  dis- 
satisfaction to  resign  a  commission  which  I  confess  to 
you  I  am  no  ways  fond  of  keeping. 

These  sentiments  I  communicate  to  you.  Sir.  not 
only  as  to  a  Gentleman  for  whom  I  entertain  the 
highest  respect,  and  greatest  friendship  ;  but  also  as 
a  member  of  the  Assembly — that  the  contents,  if  you 
think  proper,  may  be  communicated  to  the  whol 
For,  be  assured,  1  shall  never  wish  to  hold  a  Coia 
mission,  when  it  ceases  to  be  by  unanimous  consent 

The  unhappy  differences  which  subsisted  so  long 
about  command  did,  I  own,  prevent  me  from  going 
to  Fort  Cumberland,  to  enforce  those  orders,  which 
I  never  failed  to  send  there  ;  and  caused,  I  dare  say, 
many  gross  irregularities  to  creep  into  that  Garrison 
(which  you  know  is  in  another  Colony).  But  whose 
fault  was  that?  Ought  it  not  to  have  been  attributed 
to  the  officer  commanding  there  (Capt.  Dagworthy) ; 
whose  business  it  was  to  suppress  vice  in  everj-  shape  ? 
Surely  it  was. 

However,  I  am  far  from  attempting  to  vindicate 
the  characters  of  all  the  officers :  For  that  I  am^ 
sensible  would  be  a  task  too  arduous.  There  are^ 
some  who  have  the  seeds  of  Idleness  too  strongly  in* 
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stilled  into  their  constitution,  either  to  be  serviceable 
to  themselves,  or  beneficial  to  the  Country.  Yet 
even  those  have  not  missed  my  best  advice  :  nor 
have  my  unwearied  endeavours  ever  been  wanting  to 
serve  my  country  with  the  highest  integrity.  For 
which  reasons  I  shou'd  ever  be  content  in  retirement, 
and  reflect  with  no  little  pleasure,  that  no  sordid 
views  have  influenced  my  conduct,  nor  have  the  hopes 
of  unlawful  gains  swer\'ed  me  in  any  measure  from 
the  strictest  dictates  of  Honor !  I  have  diligently 
sought  the  public  welfare ;  and  have  endeavoured  to 
inculcate  the  same  principles  on  all  that  are  under 
me.  These  reflections  will  be  a  cordial  to  my  mind 
so  long  as  I  am  able  to  distinguish  between  Good  & 
Evil 


TO  THE  WORSHIPFUL  THE  SPEAKER  AND  GENTLEMEN  OF 
THE  HOUSE  OF  BURGESSES. 

The  Adfirtss  of  llu  Officers  0/  the  Virginia  Rrgimenl. 

The  act  bein{;  expired  which  rendered  your  Forces  sub- 
jcct  to  militarydiscipline  lias  made  us  with  some  impatience 
wait  for  the  time  of  this  present  Session  of  Assembly  :  For, 
as  from  experience,  we  arc  become  very  sensible,  that  our 
vigilant  and  active  Enemy  have  usually  made  their  hornd 
incursions  cariy  in  the  Spring.  But,  a  little  time  will  re- 
main to  put  our  Regiment  into  such  a  fitness  a»  may  be 
capable  of  defending  our  Frontiers,  and  acting  offensively, 
when  supported  by  a  renewal  of  the  Act  and  proper  Orders  to 
execute  in  our  future  marches  :  and  wc  being  now  reminded 
that  in  a  late  Viigtnla  Gazette,  a  narrative  was  published, 
under  the  title  of  "  The  Centinets,  No.  X."  wherein  the 
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Officcfii  of  our  Regiment  were  particularly  chained  with 
many  immoral  practiHcs,  which  Gazette  is  di:«persed 
throughout  His  Majesty's  Dominions ;  and  as  the  sail] 
unjust  aspersions  therein  contained  may  obtain  too  easy 
crcdit — not  being  in  a  like  public  manner  gainsaid  or  an- 
swered— Wc  humbly  entreat  that  you  will  kindly  take  into 
consideration, — and  agreeably  to  the  hopes  assured  us  by 
Colo.  Washington,  give  us  public  testimony,  that  in  your 
esteem  we  have  not  deserved  the  obloquoy  complained  of. 
Wc  can  not  omit  mentioning  that  notwithstanding  our 
early  entrance  into  the  Service  of  our  Country;  the  many 
attacks  and  skirmishes  had  with  several  of  the  French  parties 
and  their  Indians,  wherein  great  slaughter  on  both  sides 
hath  been  effected  :  and  when  the  approaching  Winter  has 
necessitated  Regular  Troops  to  retreat  into  Winter  quarters, 
the  Officers  and  Soldiers  of  our  Regiment,  have  been  con- 
stantly and  fully  employed  in  building  a  new  Fort  at  Win- 
chester ;  and  by  adding  new  works  to  Fort  Cumberland 
thereby  endeavouring  to  make  it  defensible :  Likewise 
erecting  other  Fortresses,  and  transporting  Stores  &  pro- 
visions which  have  proved  very  laborious  and  fatiguing: 
also  the  workmen's  wages  too  low  and  discour.'^ing.  Under 
this  head,  we  further  take  the  humble  liberty  to  remonsintc 
the  little  or  no  notice  taken  of  our  Address  at  Ilottu,  setting 
forth  the  frequent  trials  of  our  Loyalty,  courage  and  activity 
to  do  His  Majesty's  good  &  faithful  service :  not  without 
presuming  we  might  be  thought  of.  and  put  on  the  Honor- 
able Establishment,  among  the  many  Battalions  raised  and 
lately  sent  over  to  assist  and  strengthen  our  operations 
against  the  common  Enemy.  As  wc  have  on  many  occa- 
sions been  convinced  of  your  fnendly  thoughts  and  dispo- 
sitions toward  us,  which  we  shall  desire  no  longer  than  our 
merit  may  claim  :  So  we  with  grateful  hearts  present  out- 
selves,  and  refer  all  our  interest  and  concerns  to  your  Wis- 
dom and  Judgment ;  subscribing  ourselves  as  wc  truly  arc 
your  most  faithful  and  obedient  Servants — 
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FOkT  CUUBBkLAHD.  [i3j  Jtnnair.  in?' 

HoNBLE.  Sir, 

Your  letter  of  the  27th  ultimo  came  to  hand  the 
9th  instant.  I  wrote  to  your  Honor  by  Capt.  Spots- 
wood  Twho  was  charged  with  the  care  of  the  Ca- 
itawba  Indians  as  far  as  Williamsburgh.)  that  I  had 
sent  Colo.  Stephen  with  a  detachment  to  bring  the 
mutineers  on  the  Branch  to  this  place  in  irons.  They 
were  secured  before  he  got  there  and  he  has  brought 
all  but  six.  who  deserted  from  Capt.  Joshua  Lewis's 
company,  before  he  reached  it.  We  have  held  a 
Genera!  Court  Martial  on  the  Ring-leaders  ;  flogged 
several  severely ;  and  have  some  under  sentence  of 
death.  The  proceedings  of  the  Court  I  thought  it 
needless  to  send,  or  ask  warrants  for  execution,  as 
we  have  no  Law  to  inflict  punishments  even  of  the 
smallest  kind.' 

I  shall  keep  those  criminals  In  Irons,  and  if  pos- 
sible, under  apprehensions  of  death,  until  some 
favourable  opportunity  may  countenance  a  reprieve. 
We  have  as  many  men  at  work  here,  preparing 
Timber  to  strengthen  the  works,  as  tools  will  sup- 
ply :  but  I  wish  I  had  been  ordered  to  build  a  new 
fort  altogether,  rather  than  attempt  to  repair  the  old 
one. 


*  "  Ai  Tour  poopU  *fa  «nligic<t  with  ih«  rnonej  r^Mcl  for  hU  Majeitj**  mtv- 
Im.  «it4  paid  with  ih«  laine,  and  incorpoialed  into  a  iegini«iil  in  hit  pay,  I 
CDOcclTe  they  arc  aahjecl  to  (he  articlet  of  war,  and  all  other  rcBUkUoni  ai  hit 
Hajcaty'a  morv  imiaediate  rcpilar  forcn.  In  thla  opinion,  the  Attorney-f^n. 
pnl  agrcci  wiih  nvc." — DittxnUdif  10  Washinstgn.  S6  January,  I75J. 
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Your  Honor  thinks  Mr.  Walker's  discontinuing 
was  for  want  of  countenance — I  must  beg  leave  to 
answer,  and  I  dare  believe  Mr.  Walker  will  do  me 
the  justice  to  declare,  that  I  have  uniformly  treated 
him  with  all  the  respect  and  complaisance  in  my 
power.  That  I  did  not  approve  of  his  staying  is 
certainly  true  ;  I  thought  it  was  doing  injustice  to  the 
service  for  him  to  be  absent  when  his  presence  was 
requisite,  and  mentioned  this  circumstance  to  him 
accordingly.  And  since  the  subject  hath  been  men- 
tioned, 1  beg  leave  to  add  that  if  your  Honor  con- 
ceives Mr.  Walker  has  been  at  any  trouble  in  laying 
in  provision,  you  have  been  exceedingly  mis-informed. 
He  left  the  Service  the  last  of  June  or  ist  of  July, 
and  has  never  done  a  day's  duty  since ;  either  in 
faking  contracts,  directing  the  purchases,  or  con- 
cerning himself  in  any  manner  whatever  with  the 
business;  nay,  no  more  than  a  stranger  wou'd  do: 
but  either  declined  the  Service  altogether  at  that 
time,  or  intended  to  throw  the  principal  burden  of 
his  office  upon  me.  Had  Mr.  Walker  continued  to 
discharge  the  duties  of  a  Commissarj'  I  never  shou'd 
have  thought  of  any  other,  as  there  is  the  greatest 
friendship  between  us.  The  part  I  have  acted  with 
that  Gentleman,  I  shou'd  have  acted  with  my  brother 
had  he  been  in  his  place.  But,  to  acquit  myself  of 
all  suspicion  of  this  sort,  I  shall  obser\'e  that  there 
never  was  the  least  disagreement  between  Mr.  Walker 
and  myself,  either  in  words  or  actions  before  he  left 
the  Service,  (which  he  did  with  my  knowledge,) 
since  which  I   have  never  seen  him  at  this   place, 
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until  he  came  up  in  December  to  settle  his  ac- 
compts :  nor  did  I  hear  from  him  in  all  that  time 
but  once,  when  he  informed  me  it  was  his  intention 
to  resign. 

If  your  Honor  thinks  it  proper  to  send  Capt. 
McNeill  (whom  I  also  esteem  a  very  sensible  judi* 
cJous  Officer)  home  with  the  Catawba  Indians,  you 
will  please  to  send  for  him  :  He  must  be  at  Winches- 
ter by  this  time,  Capt.  Spotswood  having  had  charge 
of  them  to  Williamsburgh  only.  When  I  left  Win- 
chester, I  gave  directions  about  carrying  on  the 
works  at  Fort  Cumberland  with  all  possible  dispatch. 
But  a  letter  from  Capt  Mercer  which  accompanied 
your  Honor's,  informs  me,  that  they  are  at  a  loss  in 
respect  of  the  manner  of  making  the  Ambrazurcs 
through  the /artz^f/ ,■  although  I  gave  directions  in 
person  before  I  came  away  on  this  head ;  they  pro- 
pose a  method  that  will  spoil  the  whole  work.  And 
as  I  could  not  make  them  sensible  of  my  plan  by  in- 
struction only  when  present,  I  have  little  hope  of  ac- 
complishing it  by  writing — consequently  am  reduced 
to  a  disagreeable  dilemma ! 

I  have  directed  the  provision  on  the  Branch  to  be 
smoked,  if  there  are  conveniences  for  doing  it. 

No  more  forts  were  evacuated  than  were  requisite 
to  reinforce  this  Garrison  with  100  men,  and  to  con- 
tinue 100  at  Fort  Loudoun,  according  to  order.  The 
others  are  continued  at  their  former  posts,  as  may  be 
seen  by  the  return  of  our  strength,  which  I  have 
caused  to  be  noted.  A  Return  of  the  Indians  was 
sent  in  my  last.     I  am  &c. 
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TO   THE   EARL  OF   LOUDOUN. 

[Msreh.]  17S7. 

My  Lord, 

The  posture  of  affairs  in  this  quarter  is  really 
melancholy,  and  the  prospect  was  rendered  more 
gloomy  while  there  appeared  no  hopes  of  amend 
ment ;  but.  from  the  presence  of  your  Lordship  at 
this  time  in  the  Dominion,  we  conceive  hopes  of  see- 
ing these  threatening  clouds  dispelled. 

The  sums  of  money,  my  Lord,  which  have  been 
granted  by  this  colony  to  carry  on  war,  have  been 
very  considerable ;  and  to  reflect  to  what  little  pur- 
pose is  matter  of  great  concern,  and  will  seem  sur- 
prising to  those,  who  are  not  acquainted  with  the 
causes,  and  the  confusion  with  which  all  our  aflfairs 
have  hitherto  been  conducted,  owing  to  our  having 
no  fixed  object,  or  pursuing  any  regular  system,  or 
plan  of  operation. 

As  1  have  studied  with  attention  and  care  the' 
nature  of  the  service  in  which  we  are  engaged,  have 
been  engaged  therein  from  the  beginning  of  the 
present  broils,  and  have  been  an  eyewitness  to  all 
the  movements  and  various  proceedings,  I  beg  leave 
to  offer  a  concise  and  candid  account  of  our  circum- 
stances to  your  Lordship  ;  from  which  many  errors 
may  be  discovered,  that  merit  redress  in  a  very  high 
degree. 

It  was  not  until  it  was  too  late,  we  discovered  that 
the  French  were  on  the  Ohio ;  or  rather,  that  we 
could  be  persuaded  they  came  there  with  a  design 
to   invade   his    Majesty's    dominions.       Nay.    after 
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I  was  sent  out  in  December,  1753,  and  brought 
undoubted  testimony  even  from  themselves  of  their 
avowed  design,  it  was  yet  thought  a  fiction,  and  a 
scheme  to  promote  the  interest  of  a  private  com- 
pany, even  by  some  who  had  a  share  in  the  govern- 
ment. These  unfavorable  surmises  caused  great 
delay  in  raising  the  first  men  and  money,  and  gave 
the  active  enemy  time  to  take  possession  of  the  Fork 
of  Ohio  (which  they  now  call  Duquesne),  before  we 
were  in  sufficient  strength  to  advance  thither,  which 
has  been  the  chief  source  of  all  our  past  and  present 
misfortunes.  For  by  this  means,  (the  French  getting 
between  us  and  our  Indian  allies,)  they  fixed  those 
in  their  interests,  who  were  wavering,  and  obliged 
the  others  to  neutrality,  'till  the  unhappy  defeat  of 
his  (late)  Excellency  General  Braddock. 

The  troops  under  Colonel  Dunbar  going  into 
quarters  in  July,  and  the  inactivity-  of  the  neighbour- 
ing colonies,  and  the  incapacity  of  this,  conspired  to 
give  the  French  great  room  to  exult,  and  the  Indians 
little  reason  to  expect  a  i:'^rc«5  offensive  war  on  our 
side,  and  induced  the  other,  which  promised  the 
greatest  show  of  protection.  This  is  an  undeniable 
fact,  and  that  all  of  the  Indians  did  not  forsake  the 
English  interest,  'till  three  months  after  the  battle  of 
Monongahela,  but  actually  waited  to  see  what  meas- 
ures would  be  concerted  to  regain  our  losses,  and 
afford  them  the  protection  we  had  but  too  liberally 
promised. 

Virginia,  it  is  true,  was  not  inactive  all  this  time : 
On  the  contrary*,  voted  a  handsome  supply  for  raising 
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men  to  carry  on  the  war,  or,  more  properly,  to  defend 
herself ;  matters  l>eing  reduced  to  this  cxtrcmitj-  for 
want  of  assistance  But  even  in  this  she  signally 
failed,  arising,  I  apprehend,  from  the  following 
causes: 

The  men  first  levied  to  repel  the  enemy  marched 
for  Ohio  the  beginning  of  April,  1754,  without  tents, 
without  clothes,  in  short,  without  any  conveniences 
to  shelter  them,  (in  that  remarkably  cold  and  wet 
season,)  from  the  inclemency  of  the  weather,  or  to 
make  the  service  tolerably  agreeable.  In  this  state 
did  they,  notwithstanding,  continue,  till  the  battle  of 
the  Meadows,  in  July  following,  never  receiving  in  all 
that  space  any  subsistence  ;  and  were  very  often  un- 
der the  greatest  straits  and  difficulties  for  want  of 
provisions. 

These  things  were  productive  of  great  murmurings 
and  discontent,  and  rendered  the  ser\'ice  so  distaste- 
ful to  the  men,  that,  not  being  paid  immediately  upon 
coming  in,  they  thought  themselves  bubbled,  and  that 
no  reward  for  their  services  was  ever  intended.  This 
caused  great  desertion  ;  and  the  deserters,  spreading 
over  the  country,  recounting  their  sufferings  and 
want  of  pay,  (which  rags  and  poverty  sufficiently 
testified,)  fixed  in  the  mind  of  the  populace  such 
horrid  impressions  of  the  hardships  they  had  encoun- 
tered, that  no  arguments  could  remove  these  preju- 
dices, or  facilitate  the  recruiting  service. 

This  put  the  Assembly  upon  enacting  a  law  to 
impress  vagrants,  which  added  to  our  difficulties, 
for,  compelling  these  abandoned  miscreants  into  the 
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service,  they  embraced  every  opportunitj'  to  effect 
their  escape,  gave  a  loose  to  their  vicious  principles, 
and  invented  the  most  unheard-of  stories  to  palliate 
desertion  and  gain  compassion  ;  in  which  they  not 
only  succeeded,  but  obtained  protection  also.  So 
that  it  was  next  to  impossible,  after  this,  to  apprehend 
deserters,  while  the  civil  officers  rather  connived  at 
their  escape,  than  aided  in  securing  them. 

Thus  were  affairs  situated,  when  we  were  ordered, 
in  September,  1755,  to  recruit  our  force  to  twelve 
hundred  men.  "T  is  easy  therefore  to  conceive,  under 
these  circumstances,  why  we  did  not  fulfil  the  order, 
especially  when  the  officers  were  not  sufficiently  al- 
lowed for  this  arduous  task.  We  continued,  however, 
using  our  endeavours  until  March  following,  without 
much  success. 

The  Assembly,  meeting  about  that  time,  came  to 
a  resolution  of  augmenting  our  numbers  to  fifteen 
hundred  men,  by  drafting  the  militia,  (who  were  to 
continue  in  the  service  until  December  oniy^  and  by 
a  clause  in  the  act  exempting  all  those,  who  should 
pay  ten  pounds,  our  numbers  were  very  little  increased, 
one  part  of  the  people  paying  that  sum,  and  many  of 
the  poorer  sort  absconding.  This  was  not  the  only 
pernicious  clause,  for  the  funds  arising  from  these 
forfeitures  were  thrown  into  the  treasury  ;  whereas, 
had  they  been  deposited  in  proper  hands  for  recruit- 
ing, the  money  might  have  turned  to  good  account. 
But  a  greater  grievance  than  either  of  these  was 
restraining   the   forces   from   marching  out  of  the 

lony,  or  acting  offensively,  and  ordering  them  to 
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build  forts,  and  garrison  them,  along  our  frontiers 
(of  more  than  three  hundred  miles  in  extent.)  How 
equal  they  or  any  like  number  are  to  the  task,  and 
how  repugnant  a  defensive  plan  is  to  the  true  interest 
and  welfare  of  the  colony,  I  submit  to  any  judge  to 
determine  who  will  consider  the  following  particulars. 
First,  that  erecting  forts  at  greater  distances  than 
fifteen  or  eighteen  miles,  or  a  day's  march  asunder, 
and  garrisoning  them  with  less  than  eighty  or  a  hun- 
dred men,  is  not  answering  the  intention  ;  because,  if 
they  are  at  a  greater  distance  from  each  other,  it  is 
inconvenient  for  the  soldiers  to  scout  between,  and 
it  gives  the  enemy  full  scope  to  make  their  incursions 
without  being  discovered,  until  they  have  fallen  on 
the  inhabitants  and  committed  a  ravage.  And,  after 
they  are  discovered,  the  time  required  in  assembling 
troops  from  forts  more  distant,  prevents  a  pursuit 
being  made  in  time,  and  allows  the  enemy  to  escape 
without  danger  into  a  country  so  mountainous,  and 
full  of  swamps  [and]  hollow  ways  covered  with  woods. 
Then,  to  garrison  them  with  less  than  eighty  or  a 
hundred  men.  the  number  is  too  small  to  afford  de- 
tachments, but  what  are  very  liable  to  be  cut  off  by 
the  enemy,  whose  numbers  in  this  close  country  can 
scarcely  be  known  till  they  are  proved.  Indian 
parties  are  generally  intermixed  with  some  French- 
men, and  are  so  dexterous  at  skulking,  that  their 
spies,  lying  about  these  small  forts  for  some  days  and 
taking  a  prisoner,  make  certain  discoveries  of  the 
strength  of  the  garrison  ;  and  then,  upon  observing  a 
scouting  party  coming  out,  will  first  cut  it  of 
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afterwards  attempt  the  fort  Instances  of  this  have 
lately  happened. 

Secondly,  our  frontiers  are  of  such  extent,  that  if 
the  enemy  were  to  make  a  formidable  attack  on  one 
side,  before  the  troops  on  the  other  could  get  to  their 
assistance,  they  might  overrun  the  country  ;  and  it  is 
not  improbable,  if  they  had  a  design  upon  one  part, 
they  would  make  a  feint  upon  the  other. 

Thirdly,  what  it  must  cost  the  country  to  build 
these  forts,  and  to  remove  stores  and  provisions  into 
them  ;  and 

Fourthly,  and  lastly  where  and  when  this  expense 
will  end  ?  For  we  may  be  assured,  if  we  do  not  en* 
deavour  to  remove  the  cause,  we  shall  be  as  liable  to 
the  same  incursions  seven  years  hence  as  now  ;  in- 
deed more  so.  Because,  if  the  French  are  allowed  to 
possess  those  lands  in  peace,  they  will  have  the  entire 
command  of  the  Indians,  and  grow  stronger  in  their 
alliance ;  while  we,  by  our  defensive  schemes  and 
pusillanimous  behaviour,  will  exhaust  our  treasury, 
reduce  our  strength,  and  become  the  contempt  of 
these  savage  nations,  who  are  every  day  enriching 
themselves  with  the  plunder  and  spoils  of  our  people. 

It  will  evidently  appear  from  the  whole  tenor  of 
my  conduct,  but  more  especially  from  reiterated  rep- 
resentations, how  strongly  I  have  urged  the  Govern- 
or and  Assembly  to  pursue  different  measures,  and 
to  convince  them,  by  all  the  reasonings  I  was  capable 
of  offering,  of  the  impossibility  of  covering  so  ex- 
tensive a  frontier  from  Indian  incursions,  without 
more  force  than  Virginia  can  maintain.     I  have  en* 
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deavoured  to  demonstrate,  that  it  would  require 
fewer  men  to  remove  the  cause,  than  to  prevent  the 
effects,  while  the  cause  subsists.  This,  notwith- 
standing, as  I  before  observed,  was  tlie  measure 
adopted,  and  the  plan  under  which  we  have  acted  for 
eight  months  past,  with  the  disagreeable  reflection  of 
doing  no  essential  service  to  our  country,  nor  gaining 
honor  to  ourselves,  or  reputation  to  our  regiment 
However,  under  these  disadvantageous  restraints  I  . 
must  beg  leave  to  say,  that  the  regiment  has  QC^| 
been  inactive ;  on  the  contrary,  it  has  performed  ^^ 
vast  deal  of  work,  and  has  been  very  alert  in  defend- 
ing the  people,  which  will  appear  by  observing,  that, 
notwithstanding  we  are  more  contiguous  to  the 
French  and  their  Indian  allies,  and  more  exposed  to 
their  frequent  incursions,  than  any  of  the  neighbour- 
ing colonies,  we  have  not  lost  half  the  inhabitants, 
which  others  have  done,  but  considerably  more  sol- 
diers in  their  defence.  For  in  the  course  of  this 
campaign,  since  March,  I  mean,  (as  we  have  had  but 
one  constant  compaign.  and  continued  scene  of  ac- 
tion, since  we  first  entered  the  service),  our  troops 
have  been  engaged  in  upwards  of  twenty  skirmishes, 
and  we  have  had  near  a  hundred  men  killed  and 
wounded — from  a  small  regiment  dispersed  over  the 
country,  and  acting  upon  the  defensive,  as  ours  is  by 
order.  This.  I  conceive,  will  not  appear  inconsidera- 
ble to  those,  who  are  in  the  least  degree  acquainted 
with  the  nature  of  this  service,  and  the  posture  of 
our  affairs  ;  however  it  may  seem  to  chimney<orner 
politicians,  who  are  thirsting  for  news,  and  expecting 
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by  every  express  to  hear  in  what  manner  Fort  Du- 
quesne  was  taken,  and  the  garrison  led  away  captive 
by  our  small  numbers  ;  altho'  we  are  restrained  from 
making  the  attempt,  were  our  hopes  of  success  ever 
so  rational  ! 

The  next  things.  I  shall  beg  leave  to  mention,  are 
our  military  laws  and  regulations. 

The  first  men  raised,  if  I  rightly  remember,  were 
under  no  law  ;  if  any,  the  military '  law,  which  was 
next  of  kin  to  it.  But  under  this  we  remained  a 
short  time,  and,  instilling  notions  into  the  soldiers, 
who  knew  no  better,  that  they  were  governed  by  the 
articles  of  war,  we  felt  little  inconveniences  ;  and  the 
next  campaign  we  were  joined  by  the  regulars,  and 
made  subject  to  their  laws.  After  the  regulars  left 
us,  the  Assembly,  as  I  before  mentioned,  passed  an 
act  in  September  following  to  raise  twelve  hundred 
men,  and,  in  order  (I  suppose)  to  improve  upon  the 
act  of  Parliament,  prepared  a  military  code  of  their 
own,  but  such  a  one  as  no  military  discipline  could 
be  preserved  by  while  it  existed.  This  being  repre- 
sented by  the  most  pressing  and  repeated  remon- 
strances, induced  the  Assembly  to  pass  a  bill  in 
October  following,  for  one  year  only,  making  mutiny 
and  desertion  death,  but  took  no  cognizance  of 
many  other  crimes,  equally  punishable  by  act  of  Par- 
liament. So  that  no  officer,  or  soldier,  accused  of 
cowardice,  holding  correspondence  with  the  enemy, 
quitting  a  post,  or  steeping  upon  it,  and  many  other 
crimes  of  a  capital  dye,  or  pernicious  tendency,  could 
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be  legally  tried.  Neither  was  there  any  provision 
made  for  quartering  or  billeting  of  soldiers,  impress- 
ing wagons.  &c.,  &c. 

But  that  which  contributed  the  most  towards  ren- 
dering  this  law  inconvenient  and  absurd,  and  at  the 
same  time  to  demonstrate  that  the  Assembly  fully  in- 
tended to  prevent  any  enterprise  of  their  troops  out 
of  the  colony,  was  a  clause  forbidding  any  courts- 
martial  to  sit  out  of  it ;  by  which  means  all  proceed- 
ings held  at  Fort  Cumberland  (in  Maryland)  were  Jl* 
legal,  and  we  were  obliged  to  remove  to  Virginia  for 
trial  of  offenders,  or  act  contrarj'  to  law,  and  be  open 
to  prosecution.  How  then  were  we  to  behave  upon 
a  march  perhaps  fifty,  eighty,  or  a  hundred  miles  dis- 
tant? These  circumstances  concurring  to  render  the 
law  ineffectual,  induced  me  again  to  recommend  an 
amendment,  which  I  did  with  all  the  force  and  energ)' 
of  argument  I  was  master  of.  But  no  regard  has 
hitherto  been  paid  to  my  remonstrances.  To  what 
cause  it  is  owing,  I  know  not,  unless  to  short  sittings 
and  hurry  of  business  ;  for  I  can  conceive  of  no  rea- 
son upon  earth,  why  the  Assembly  should  be  against 
instituting  rules  for  the  regulation  of  their  forces, 
which  long  experience  in  established  armies  has  fully 
evinced  the  necessity  of.  But,  to  cut  short  the  ac- 
count, we  are  under  no  government  at  all,  to  speak 
properly.  Indeed,  there  is  ajumble  of  laws  that  have 
little  meaning  or  design  in  them,  but  to  conspire  to 
make  the  command  intricate,  precarious  in  support- 
ing authority-,  and  not  to  offend  the  civil  powers,  who, 
[are]  tenacious  of  libert)',  and  prone  to  censure  and 
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condemn  all  proceedings  not  strictly  lawful,  not  con- 
sidering what  cases  may  arise  to  render  them  necessary. 

Another  grievance,  which  this  act  subjects  us  to,  is 
the  method  prescribed  to  pay  for  deserters.  Many 
of  our  deserters  are  apprehended  in  Maryland  and 
Pennsylvania,  and,  for  the  sake  of  reward,  are  brought 
to  the  regiment ;  instead  thereof  they  receive  certifi- 
cate only,  that  they  are  entitled  to  two  hundred 
weight  of  tobacco.  This  certificate  is  to  be  given 
into  a  Court  of  Claims,  they  refer  it  to  the  Assembly ; 
and  there  it  may  He  perhaps  two  or  three  years 
before  it  is  paid.  This  causes  great  dissatisfaction, 
and  the  ill-disposed  to  aid,  rather  than  prevent,  the 
escape  of  soldiers. 

No  regular  provision  is  established  for  the  maimed 
and  wounded,  which  is  a  discouraging  reflection,  and 
grievously  complained  of.  The  soldiers  justly  ob- 
serve, that  the  result  of  bravery  is  often  a  broken 
leg,  arm,  or  incurable  wound  ;  and  when  they  are  dis- 
abled, and  no  longer  fit  for  service,  they  are  dis- 
charged, and  reduced  to  the  necessity  of  begging 
from  door  to  door,  or  perish  thro'  indigence.  It  is 
true,  no  instance  of  this  kind  hath  yet  appeared  ;  on 
the  contrar)',  the  .-Xssembly  have  dealt  generously  by 
those  unfortunate  soldiers,  who  have  met  with  this 
fate  But  then,  this  provision  is  not  established,  nor 
in  any  wise  compulsory,  and  a  man  may  suffer  in  the 
interval  of  their  sitting. 

After  giving  this  short  and  genuine  account  of  our 
military  laws,  and  then  observing  that  these  laws  are 
expired,  1  conceive  there  need  but  few  arguments  to 
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prove  the  difficulty  of  keeping  soldiers  under  proper 
discipline,  who  know  they  arc  not  (legally)  punish- 
able for  the  most  atrocious  crimeji.  When  this  hap- 
pens to  be  the  case,  as  it  is  ours  at  present,  how  is  it 
to  be  wondered  at,  !(  mutiny,  desertion,  and  all  other 
irregularities  should  creep  into  the  camp,  or  garrison, 
more  especially  if  we  consider  that  hard  duty,  want 
of  clothes  and  almost  ever)*  necessary  that  renders  a 
soldier's  life  comfortable  and  easy,  are  strong  incen- 
tives,— and,  to  go  further,  when  these  in  themselves 
intolerable  grievances  are  set  to  view  in  the  most 
glaring  point  of  Hght  by  a  person,  who,  lost  to  all 
sense  of  honor  and  virtue,  (and  building.  I  am  sorry 
to  say,  upon  a  proclamation  inviting  the  deserters 
from  the  Virginia  Regiment  to  enlist  Into  the  Royal 
American  Regiment,)  hath  made  use  of  everj"  artifice 
to  represent  the  fatigues  and  hardships  of  this  service, 
and  the  ease  and  conveniences  of  the  other,  to  seduce 
them  from  their  duty  ? 

Want  of  clothing  may  be  esteemed  another  princP 
pal  grievance,  which  our  soldiers  have  labored  under. 
In  the  first  twelve  months  of  their  service  they  re* 
ceived  no  clothing;  but  in  March,  1754,  they  were 
presented  each  with  a  suit  made  of  thin,  sleazy  cloth 
without  lining,  and  Hannel  waistcoats  of  an  inferior 
sort.  After  that  no  others  were  sent  for  (and  two 
pence  stoppages  drawn  from  every  man's  pay.  recruits 
not  excepted,)  until  repeated  complaints  and  remon- 
strances from  me,  enforced  in  J  une  last  by  a  repre- 
sentation of  many  gentlemen  of  the  Assembly,  (who 
had  formed  an  association,  and  saw  the  disagreeable 
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situation  of  the  soldiers,)  induced  the  Committee,  to 
whom  those  addresses  were  presented,  to  send  for 
clothing,  &c.  These  were  to  have  been  here  by  the 
middle  of  October,  but  no  advice  is  received  of  them 
yet,  which  gives  the  soldiers  some  pretence  to  suspect 
they  are  deceived.  And  it  is  owing  to  this  irregular 
pay,  and  the  causes  aforementioned,  that  their  late 
disobedience  ought  to  be  ascribed.  For  I  can  truly 
say,  and  confidently  assert,  that  no  soldiers  ever  were 
under  better  command  than  these  were  before. 

Perhaps  it  may  be  asked,  by  gentlemen  not  thor- 
oughly acquainted  with  the  nature  of  our  ser\'ice,  why 
the  officers  do  not  see  that  their  men's  pay  is  more 
properly  applied?  In  answer  I  must  beg  leave  to 
observe,  that,  after  the  soldiers  have  appropriated  a 
part  for  purchasing  reasonable  and  fit  necessaries,  the 
remainder  is  barely  sufficient  to  keep  them  in  shoes, 
owing,  in  the  first  place,  to  the  very  great  consump- 
tion the  service  occasions,  and,  in  the  next,  to  the 
exorbitant  price,  which  this  article  bears.  I  have 
known  a  soldier  go  upon  command  with  a  new  pair 
of  shoes,  which  shoes  perhaps  have  stood  from  seven 
shillings  and  sixpence  to  ten  shillings,  and  return 
back  without  any ;  so  much  do  they  wear  in  wading 
creeks,  fording  rivers,  clambering  mountains  covered 
witli  rocks,  &c. 

As  great  a  grievance  as  any  1  have  mentioned  is 
yet  unnoticed,  i.  e„  the  militia  under  their  present 
regulation.  A  representation  of  this  matter  comes 
better  and  more  properly  from  others  ;  yet  my  zeal 
for  the  service  and  my  interest  in  the  welfare  of  my 
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country,  have  influenced  me  to  touch  slightly  on 
some  things  relative  to  their  conduct,  as  I  cannot 
enter  deeply  into  the  causes  that  produce  them. 

The  difficulties  and  delays  in  collecting  the  militia 
in  time  of  danger,  are  so  prejudicial,  that  the  enemy 
has  every  opportunity  to  plunder,  kill,  scalp,  and  ' 
escape,  before  they  appear.  The  want  of  orders, 
regularity  and  obedience  prevents  any  good  effecls 
which  their  assistance  and  force  might  otherwise 
have.  For  every  petty  person  must  assume  com- 
mand, direct  and  advise  (and  must  be  caressed)  or 
otherwise  takes  huflT.  thinks  his  wisdom  and  merit 
slighted,  and  makes  off  in  high  indignation  and  coa- ^j 
tempt  of  the  laws.  V 

The  expcnce  of  supporting  them  is,  make  the  best 
of  it,  burthcnsome  ;  but  where  there  are  instances  of 
a  captain.  Lieutenant  and  ensign  going  upon  duty 
(together  with  two  or  three  sergeants  and  six  or 
eight  men)  at  a  time,  the  disproportion  of  officers 
and  men  is  so  remarkable  as  to  need  no  other  proof 
of  the  injustice. 

Their  waste  of  provisions  is  unaccountable,  follow- 
ing no  method  in  serving  a  certain  quota  to  each 
man.  Mention  a  stated  allowance,  and  you  offer  an 
affront ;  and  they  would  rather  star\'e  than  carry  pro- 
visions on  their  backs  as  other  soldiers  do.  But 
heedless  and  prodigal,  they  regale  on  the  best,  with- 
out regarding  cxpencc  or  the  oppression  they  spread 
to  gratify  their  humor. 

When  they  come  into  service  it  is  with  the  utmc 
difficulty  they  are  prevailed  upon  to  take  measures  fc 
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self-defence,  much  less  for  the  protection  of  the  in- 
habitants ;  But  indolent  and  careless,  and  always 
unguarded,  are  liable  to  be  surprized.  By  this 
means  Voss's  fort  was  taken  (and  the  garrison  de- 
stroyed), and  Dickinson's  was  on  the  point  of  sharing 
the  same  fate ! 

To  set  forth  all  the  reasons  that  can  contribute  to 
render  the  militia  of  little  use,  and  to  point  out  all 
the  causes  which  combine  to  make  our  service  in- 
finitely hard  and  disagreeable,  would  swell  these 
observations  into  a  volume,  and  require  time,  and  a 
more  able  pen  than  mine.  But  there  are  yet  some 
things  that  require  to  be  spoken  of — the  ill-judged 
economy  that  is  shown  in  raising  of  men.  We  are 
either  insensible  of  danger,  till  it  breaks  upon  our 
heads,  or  else,  thro'  mistaken  notions  of  economy, 
evade  the  expence.  till  the  blow  is  struck,  and  then 
run  into  an  extreme  of  raising  militia.  These,  after 
an  age,  as  it  were,  is  spent  in  assembling  them,  come 
up,  make  a  noise  for  a  time,  oppress  the  inhabitants, 
and  then  return,  leaving  the  frontiers  unguarded  as 
before.  And  this  plan  is  pursued,  notwithstanding 
former  experience  convinces  us,  if  reason  did  not, 
that  the  French  and  Indians  are  watching  their  op- 
portunity, when  we  are  lulled  Into  fatal  security,  un- 
prepared to  resist  an  attack,  to  muster  their  forces  to 
invade  the  countrj',  and  by  ravaging  one  part  terrify 
another,  and  then  retreat  when  our  militia  assemble, 
repeating  the  stroke  as  soon  as  they  arc  dispersed, 
sending  down  parties  in  the  intermedium  to  discover 
our  motions,  procure  intelligence,  and  sometimes  to 
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divert  our  troops.  Such  an  invasion  we  may  expect 
in  March,  if  measures  to  prevent  it  are  neglected,  as 
they  hitherto  have  been. 

The  want  of  tools  occasions  insurmountable  diffi- 
culties in  carrying  on  our  works,  either  ofTensive  or 
defensive.  Cartridge-paper  is  an  article  not  to  be 
met  with  in  Virginia.  And  now,  before  I  sum  up  the 
whole,  I  must  beg  leave  to  add,  my  unwearied  en- 
deavours are  inadequately  rewarded.  The  orders  I 
receive  are  full  of  ambigfuity.  I  am  left,  like  a  wan- 
derer in  a  wilderness,  to  proceed  at  hazard.  I  am  an- 
swerable for  consequences,  and  blamed,  without  the 
privilege  of  defence.  This,  my  Lord,  I  beg  leave  to 
declare  to  your  Lordship,  is  at  present  my  situation. 
Therefore,  it  is  not  to  be  wondered  at,  if,  under  such 
peculiar  circumstances,  1  should  be  sicken'd  in  a  serv- 
ice, which  promises  so  little  of  a  soldier's  reward.  I 
have  long  been  satisfied  of  the  impossibility  of  con- 
tinuing in  this  service,  without  loss  of  honor.  I 
deed,  I  was  fully  convinced  of  It  before  1  accept 
the  command  the  second  time,  (seeing  the  cloudy 
prospect  that  stood  before  me  ;)  and  did  for  this, 
reason  reject  the  offer,  (until  I  was  ashamed  an' 
longer  to  refuse.)  not  caring  to  expose  my  charact 
to  public  censure.  But  the  solicitations  of  the  cou 
try  overcame  my  objections,  and  induced  me  to 
accept  it. 

Another  reason  of  late  has  continued  me  in 
service  until  now,  and  that  is,  the  dawn  of  hope  that 
arose,  when  I  heard  your  Lordship  was  destined  by 
his  Majesty  for  the  important  command  of  his  armies 
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in  America,  and  appointed  to  the  government  of  his 
dominion  of  Virginia.  Hence  it  was,  that  I  drew  my 
hopes,  and  fondly  pronounced  your  Lordship  our  pa- 
tron. Akho'  I  had  not  the  honor  to  be  known  to 
your  Lordship,  your  Lordship's  name  was  familiar  to 
my  ear,  on  account  of  the  important  services  per- 
formed to  his  Majesty  in  other  parts  of  the  world. 
Do  not  think,  my  Lord,  that  I  am  going  to  flatter; 
notwithstanding  I  have  exalted  sentiments  of  your 
Lordship's  character  and  respect  your  rank,  it  is  not 
my  intention  to  adulate.  My  nature  is  open  and 
honest  and  free  from  guile! 

We  have,  my  Lord,  ever  since  our  defeat  at  the 
Meadows,  and  behaviour  under  his  Excellency  Gen- 
eral Braddock,  been  tantalized,  nay.  bid  to  expect 
most  sanguinely  a  better  establishment,  and  have 
waited  in  tedious  expectation  of  seeing  this  accom- 
plished. The  Assembly,  it  is  true,  have,  I  believe, 
done  every  thing  in  their  power  to  bring  this  about ; 
first,  by  soliciting  his  Honor,  the  Lieutenant-Govern- 
or, to  address  his  Majesty- ;  and  next,  by  addressing 
his  Majesty  themselves  in  favor  of  their  regiment. 
What  success  these  addresses  have  met  with,  I  am 
yet  a  stranger  ta 

With  regard  to  myself,  I  cannot  forbear  adding, 
that,  had  his  Excellency  General  Braddock  survived 
his  unfortunate  defeat,  I  should  have  met  with  pre- 
ferment agreeable  to  my  wishes.  I  had  his  promise 
to  that  purpose,  and  I  believe  that  gentleman  was  too 
sincere  and  generous  to  make  unmeaning  offers, 
where  no  favors  were  asked.    General  Shirley  was  not 
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unkind  in  his  promises,  but  he  has  gone  to  England. 
I  do  not  know,  my  Lord,  in  what  light  this  short  and 
disinterested  relation  may  be  received  by  your  Lord- 
ship ;  but  with  the  utmost  candor  and  submission  t 
is  offered.    It  contains  no  misrepresentations,  nor  aj 
gravated  relation  of  facts,  nor  unjust  reflections. 

Virginia  is  a  countrj-  young  in  war,  and,  till  the 
breaking  out  of  these  disturbances,  has  remained  in 
the  most  profound  and  tranquil  peace,  never  studyin 
war  nor  warfare.  It  is  not,  therefore,  to  be  imagined, 
that  she  can  fall  into  proper  measures  at  once.  A 
that  can  be  expected  at  her  hands  she  cheerfully  of- 
fers,— the  sinews  of  war, — and  these  only  want  your. 
Lordship's  ability  and  experience  to  be  properly  a 
plied  and  directed. 

It  is  for  this  reason  I  have  presumed  to  lay  this  in' 
formation  before  your  Lordship,  that,  if  there  be  any 
thing  in  it  which  appears  worthy  of  redress,  and  your 
Lordship  will  condescend  to  point  out  the  way  it  may 
be  obtained. 

And  now,    my  Lord,   how  to  apologize  to  youf 
Lordship,  (or  assuming  a  freedom,  which  must  (a 
any  rate)  give  you  trouble,  I  know  not,  unless  an  af- 
fectionate zeal  to  serve  my  country-,  steady  attach-! 
ment  to  her  interests,  the  Itojior  of  arms,  and  crj-ing 
grievances  she  is  struggling  under,  will  plead  an  e* 
cuse,  till  I  am  so  happy  as  to  have  an  opportunity  ol 
testifying  in  person  how  much  I  admire  your  Loi 
ship's  character,  and  with  what   profound  respect 
have  the  honor  to  be,  &c.' 

'  Mi.  CuiiningUkm.  aid-dc-camp  (o  Lonl  Loiidoun. acknowledged  Aereciipt 
ot  this  Idler  on  (he  37th  o(  Fcbruity,  uid  ftdd«d  :  "  Hi*  Loffdahlp  Menu  vcrj 
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TO   RICHARD  WASHINGTON,    MERCHANT,    LONDON. 

Fort  LoinjouN,  15  April,  1757. 
Dear  Sir, 

After  so  long  silence  it  may  be  expected,  I  should 
introduce  this  letter  with  an  apologj'  for  my  seeming 
neglect.  It  is  necessary  to  urge  something  in  my 
defence,  I  own.  Sir,  that  I  may  satisfy  you  it  pro- 
ceeds from  a  very  different  cause  than  the  want  of 
inclination,  and  what  can  be  so  proper  as  the  truth  ? 

I  have  been  posted,  then,  for  twenty  months  past 
upon  our  cold  and  barren  frontiers,  to  perform.  I 
think  I  may  say,  impossibilities  ;  that  is,  to  protect 
from  the  cruel  incursions  of  a  crafty,  savage  enemy 
a  line  of  inhabitants,  of  more  than  three  hundred 

nmch  pleMcd  wjlh  the  iccount*  you  have  (((veil  h!m  of  the  liluAtlon  of  ailaiis 
to  the  Kxithwan]." 

Colonel  Wuhinglon  hid  ittlloneil  hinuelf,  accordinf;  to  orders.  M  Fori 
Cunberiuiid.     He  w«nt  liktwise  to  Philsdelphia,  by  consenl  of  the  Govrrnor. 

"  Hh  Locdihip  hai  desired  all  the  loutheni  governori,"  hU  Honotwritc*, 
"  to  BMel  him  at  PhilAilcljihia,  uid  eunsiili  what  \%  [)n>pcr  lo  he  done  in  Ihoe 
parlt.  As  thik  appcan  10  be  the  dnign  of  thii  meeliDg.  I  onnol  cODC«it« 
wtut  tervioe  you  can  be  of  in  Eoint;  there,  ai  the  plan  concerted  viU  in  coune 
be  conun«nlc«i<tt  to  you  anil  the  other  offiuen.  Howcvcc.  at  yea  ie«m  to  eat- 
neti  to  go,  I  now  give  you  leave." 

Lord  Lovdoun  did  not  |ro  to  Virj^nla,  at  originally  Intended,  but  sammoiMd 
lL«  Covtraoit  ai  the  rauihern  coluniei  lu  coufn  with  liim  at  Philadelphia.  wbcr« 
Ihcj  began  to  aiiemble  in  the  middle  of  Fcbniaiy,  but  did  not  formally  ni<«C 
■ntfl  Mopcb  15.  I'be  canference  tasted  nine  dnyi.  The  General  infonncd  the 
GoTBmon  that  hik  uiitnictioni  were  [o  employ  lh«  greatest  number  of  the 
traopa  lo  the  northward  ;  but  to  piolecl  the  soulhem  coloniei  he  would  leave 
aboal  ISOO  men,  and  (eaiing  an  allacli  on  Carolina  from  the  Ciecli  territory,  he 
fatlhvr  detailed  Col,  Bouigael  lo  ChatI»lown.  to  command  soon  men.  1300  o( 
«fam  were  to  be  reiKd  by  the  loathem  colonies,  and  of  Ibis  number  Virginia 
w«*  tn  eonlributc  400  men. 

Thii  council  of  Govetnon  decided  that  the  Virginia  lioopa  ahould  be  with> 
diawB  froM  Fort  Cunibedand,  a*  toon  u.  MaiyUnd  could  garrison  it  uimUt 
Caf4  Dagworthy.     Waihincion  removed  lo  Kori  Loudoun. 
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and  6fty  miles  in  extent,  with  a  force  inadequate  tc 
the  task.     By  this  means  I  am  become  in  a  mann« 
an  exile,  and  seldom  informed  of  those  opportunitie 
which  I  might  othenvise  embrace,  of  corrcspondinj 
with  my  friends. 

Experience  has  convinced  every  thinking  man  in 
this  colony,  that  we  must  bid  adieu  to  peace  and  safet 
wliilst  the  French  are  allowed  to  possess  the  Ohio,     i 
and  to  practise  their  hellish  arts  among  the  numerous     | 
tribes  of  Indian  nations  that  inhabit  those  regiona^^ 
They  are  also  convinced  that  it  must  be  attended™ 
with  an  expense  infinitely  greater  to  defend  our  pos- 
sessions, (as  they  ought  to  be  defended)  against  the     i 
skulking   enemy,  than  to  remove  the  cause  of  ou^| 
groundless  fears,  in  the  reduction  of  the  place  Fort^ 
Duquesne  I  mean.     Yet,  from  what  strange  causes  I     ' 
know  not,  no  attempt  this  season  will  be  made,  I 
fear,   to  destroy  this  hold  of   barbarians,  for  they 
deserve  no  better  name,  who  have  become  a  terror  to 
three  populous  colonies.     Virginia  may  justly  say, 
that  she  was  always  willing  to  furnish  her  full  pro- 
portion of  men  and  money  for  this  desirable  end ; 
and,  I  think  I  can  venture  to  affirm,  that  there  never 
was,  and  verily  I  believe  never  will  be,  a  more  favora* 
ble   time   than    the   present   for  an    enterprise    of 
this  kind,  while  the  enemy's   troops  are  doubtless 
drawn  off  to  the  northward,  to  defend  themselves  at 
home  against  the  more  formidable  attacks  of  Lord 
Loudoun.  ^1 

I  have  now  to  add,  that  I  am  so  little  acquainteo^ 
with  the  business  relative  to  my  private  affairs,  that 
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I  can  scarce  give  you  any  information  concerning  it. 
I  know  that  I  ought  to  have  some  tobacco,  and  that 
it  ought  to  be  shipped.  I  have  begged  the  favor  of 
Colo.  Carlyle  on  Potomack,  and  Fielding  Lewis,  Esqr., 
on  Rappahannock,  to  do  this  for  me,  and  I  desired 
them  to  write  you  in  my  behalf,  and  draw  for  sundry 
things,  which  I  am  in  want  of ;  but  whether  any  part 
or  all  of  this  is  done,  I  know  not  1  shall,  therefore, 
desire  these  two  things  of  you  ;  first,  that  you  may 
put  yourself  to  no  real  inconvenience  in  providing 
goods  to  a  greater  amount  than  my  remittances  will 
fetch,  because  I  by  no  means  intended  to  be  trouble- 
some, when  I  solicited  your  correspondence ;  and, 
secondly,  that  whatever  goods  you  may  send  me, 
where  the  prices  are  not  absolutely  limited,  you  will 
let  them  be  fashionable,  neat,  and  good  in  their 
several  kinds.  Enclosed  is  a  list  of  sundries,  which 
I  should  be  glad  to  recei^'c  agreeably  to  those  direc- 
tions.    I  am,  &c 


TO  GOVERNOR  DINWIDDIE. 

FoKT  CuMHULAMD,  i6  April,  I7S7, 

HoNBi.E.  Sir, 

Your  letter  by  express,  of  the  5th  instant,  I  fear 
has  fallen  into  the  hands  of  the  common  enemy,  for  I 
never  have  seen  it.  The  other  of  the  7th  I  this  day 
received ;  and  being  exceedingly  embarrassed  to 
come  to  your  Honor's  intentions,  and  really  at  a  loss 
to  know  in  what  manner  to  act,  in  such  perplexed 
and  difficult  circumstances,  I  called  a  council  of  offi- 
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cers  to  my  aid.     The  result  of  their  advice  you 
find  in  the  enclosed.' 

It  will  not  be  in  my  power  to  be  in  Williamsburg 
by  the  22d,  as  your  Honor  desires  ;  but  as  soon  after 
as  I  can,  I  certainly  will.  I  shall  leave  orders  with 
Colonel  Stephen  to  march  this  garrison  to  Fort  Lou- 
doun, as  soon  as  it  is  relieved,  which  cannot  be 
before  this  express  may  return,  and  then  your 
Honor's  further  orders  may  be  received.  \Vc  have 
no  advice  of  Dagworthy's  marching,  tho  orders  were 
sent  to  him. 

I  shall  order  all  the  country's  stores  to  be  carried 


'  In  ■  Idler,  diicd  on  the  jth  o(  Apn).  Gov«moc  Dinwiddie,  believing  ihu 
Gov,  Sliarpe  \\*A  aln:iulir  OiiccleJ  \'at\  CumlicrUiid  lo  h«  |prriMDe<l  by  Mii;- 
land  tioopi,  had  oidcred  the  immeiliaie  f  variation  of  Ih?  place  bj-  the  Virjinis 
troops  ;  and  alra,  that  two  hundred  men  ihould  be  forthwith  dcspucbed  to 
Ftederickibuig.  under  Colviiel  Slcphcn.  deitiiicd  by  dirti.'tlon  of  Lotd  Loudaan 
for  South  Carolina,  where  Rn  nttitck  from  the  cuemy  «-u  apprehended,  both  bj 
sea  and  on  (he  rroniicrL  In  knoihar  letter  dated  on  the  7ih,  the  Uovcrnoi  hid 
reiterated  his  ord«as.  In  thix  ditemnu  acauncilof  wuwu  ualltd,  whodecidtd 
Ihm  ilie  lort  ou^hi  not  to  be  evacuated,  till  the  Mnryknd  forca  under  Caplaia 
Dag  worthy  ihouM  nttivc. 

Fort  Cumberland  leemcd  deitioed  to  be  ■  perpetual  touroa  oC  lueauneBUi 
suuie  (quarter.  When  the  Maiyland  Aucmbly  met,  Governor  Shaipe  rcquciKd 
mi-aDs  to  lupply  pruvitiont  tor  tliat  gariiKOii.  The  Aiuml)!)'  rclorled  witb  > 
warmth  of  diiapprobaiion  amountinj;  lo  a  leprimnnd.  "Thai  gani<ait."t<r 
llicy.  "  wu  )>lailuncd  cuiiiiiry  (o  the  ]>taiii  detiinaiion  of  aU  the  toica  raitoi 
and  to  hit  stipporled  by  tnw  '.  and.  if  any  eril  c<>n>c|uoni;et  Iistc  limlofonK 
may  hereafter  follow  a  want  of  luppUei.  let  thme  answa  for  Ihen,  who  bare, 
cuiitrmy  to  law,  liccu  the  meant  of  iitaiiunin^  troop>  where  ihey  had  no 
authority  to  plnee  thrm." —  Vflti  and  PractrtHugs  fer  OttAer,  /Jjj. 

The  Maryland  Assembly  denied  the  power  of  Lotd  Loudonn  over  the  fores 
raised  and  paid  by  ihat  colony,  and  hm  iii;lii  to  command  them  unilei  anji  a^ 
gency  without  ihe it  conient.  Whereupon  his  LoId^hip  wrote  alcltertoGorcflio' 
Shftrpe,  ptolcstinE  against  Ihis  doctrine,  a»  without  pteoedenl.  and  peentittlo 
Maryland  alone. — ItiJ.  Jor  Fibmary,  ifsS.  Coventor  Dlnuiddie  decbre^ 
it  "  inconiiiitent  and  unmannerly  in  the  Maiylaud  Aucmbly  to  ouJu  u^T 
Iwkilation,  or  la  dinpuie  hia  Loid&hip's  power." — Lilltr  te  Goetmtr  Skvfi. 
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to  Fort  Loudoun,  and  the  two  companies  on  Patter- 
son's Creek  to  be  posted  on  the  Branch,  to  complete 
the  number  that  was  designed  for  that  place.  I  have 
ordered  a  particular  return  of  the  provisions  to  be 
made  out,  and  Colonel  Stephen  to  take  Captain 
Dagfworthy's  receipt  for  the  quantity  left. 

We  have  been  at  a  good  deal  of  unavoidable 
expense  and  trouble  to  furnish  the  Indians  with  such 
things  as  they  wanted.  Some  enemy  Indians  killed 
two  Catawbas  on  Thursday  last,  at  about  one  hundred 
and  fifty  yards  from  the  fort,  and  seventy  from  a 
sentry,  and  made  their  escape,  thn  pursued  by 
other  Catawbas  and  near  two  hundred  men.'  And 
the  day  before  yesterday,  two  soldiers  were  killed  and 
a  third  taken  prisoner,  as  they  were  coming  to  this 
place  from  the  fort  below.  The  rest  of  the  party, 
being  ten  in  number,  with  Captain  Waggener  among 
them,  made  their  escape. 

The  enclosed  remonstrance  I  received  just  now 
and  think  it  expedient  to  send  it  to  your  Honor,  that 
you  may  know  the  temper  and  disposition  of  the 
troops.  As  I  expect  to  be  with  your  Honor  in  two 
or  three  days  after  the  express,  I  think  it  needless  to 
add  any  thing  but  an  apology  for  the  incoherence  of 
this  letter.  The  Indians  are  all  around  teazing  and 
perplexing  me  for  one  thing  or  another,  so  that  I 
scarce  know  what  I  write.     I  have  the  honor,  &c. 


'  Oni  haiutred  and  lu-cniy-rour  C*lavil>ai  li«i!  arrivKt,  wilhiiut  noticr,  at 
Fett  CnnbetUnd  on  Ihe  Sth.  Tlic  two  Catawbu  wet*  kUl«d  vrliile ' '  pleasaiing 
ia  B  tutoa  lom*  dittaiKc  from  ihc  (on." — Pt«».  Cal.  Xtetnli,  *tL,  509.  The 
CuawtiM  and  Che(okc«i  ncrc  10  go  on  in  expedition  igainsi  ihe  Shawnaat. 
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TO  GOVERNOR   DINWIDDIE. 
WiLLiAMiBUKGH,  Ftid*]t  manimg,  39U1  April, 

HoNBLE.  Sir, 

1  make  use  of  this  as  a  less  troublesome,  the 
effectuaJ,  and  (I  think),  most  expeditious  method  oi 
recommending  certain  matters  relative  to  the  Regi- 
ment, &c.,  to  your  Honor's  notice.     And  to  begin  :  ^d 

The  act  of  Assembly  which  subjected  the  Virginiifl 
troops  to  Martial  law,  is  now  expired  ;  and  when  in 
force,  was  altogether  ineffectual  for  the  purpose.     It 
is  I  think  quite  obvious,  that  we  can  prepare  no  Law     ' 
more  fit  than  that  provided  by  Act  of  Parliament, 
a  military  code  for  the  government  of  our  Troops. 

We    now    have,    and  are  likely    to  get  a   goodly 
number  of  Indians.     I  would  therefore  humbly 
ommend,   that  a   judicious    person  acquainted  with 
their  customs,  be  appointed  to  the  care  of  them  :  To 
conduct  them  agreeably  to  your  Honor's  direction,  or 
to  the  orders  which  he  may  receive  from  the  Co 
manding    Officer — To  make  it  his  business  to 
that  they  are  well  supplied  with  provisions  and  com- 
mit no  waste  of  them.     To  provide  them  with  such- 
necessaries  as  they  may  stand  in  need  of,  and  arc 
lowed  by  the  country.     To  keep  regular  accomptsof 
all  expenses  occurring,  &c. 

It  cannot  be  supposed  that  this  duty  (which  will 
fully  employ,  to  execute  [as]  it  shou'd  be,  the  time  of 
any  one  person,)  ought  to  fall  upon  the  Comman 
ing  Officer  ;  whose  other  engagements  will  render  itl 
absolutely  impossible  for  him  to  pay  so  much  attett 
tion  to  it,  as  the  service  requires.    And  if  they  are 
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neglected  the  consequences  will  be  bad.  The  paying 
a  person  for  this  extraordinary  duty,  will,  in  the  end, 
be  an  advantage  to  the  Country.  A  good  many 
goods  should  be  provided  for  this  purpose,  and  that 
immediately. 

There  are  many  Masters  of  Servants  yet  unpaid, 
who  are  verj'  anxious  to  receive  their  valuation.  I 
shou'd  be  glad  if  there  cou'd  be  a  way  pointed  out  to 
do  it,  as  the  owners  look  to  me  for  the  money. 

The  choice  of  good  men  to  complete  the  Regiment 
is  really  a  matter  of  great  importance. 

We  received  (because  necessity  obliged  us)  many 
Drafts  last  year,  who  were  unfit  for  any  sort  of  Duty 
and  who  were  rather  an  expense  than  service  to  the 
Countrj'.  The  Officers  hearing  that  their  numbers 
are  to  be  reduced,  are  very  desirous  of  knowing  who 
are  to  go  out. 

Some  other  method  to  pay  for  Deserters  besides 
that  prescribed  by  act  of  Assembly,  is  absolutely 
necessary.  It  is  also  necessary  that  some  expedient 
should  be  used  to  bring  the  commonalty  acquainted 
with  the  consequences  of  harbouring  and  buying 
clothes  and  arms  from  Deserters,  &c. 

Not  to  confine  the  troops  to  our  own  frontiers 
and  defensive  measures  only.  By  this  means  we  put 
it  into  the  power  of  the  enemy,  to  use  advantages  as 
they  offer.  Last  year  we  could  not.  without  trans- 
gressing the  Law,  move  out  of  the  Colony. 

Paying  Soldiers  in  small  bills  is  an  intolerable 
grievance.  It  wou'd  add  to  the  credit  of  the  Sen'ice 
and  be  a  strong  inducement  for  numbers  to  enlist — 
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were  the  Assembly  to  make  some  regular  provision 
for  the  maimed  and  wounded  Soldiers,  who  shall  be 
disabled  in  the  Countrj'  service.  It  is  an  uncertain 
tedious  and  expensive  way  for  each  individual,  after 
he  is  rendered  unfit  to  serve,  to  come  down  and 
petition  the  Assembly  for  subsistence.  J 

The  Commissary's  Office  has  for  a  longtime,  bceo^ 
under  very  bad  direction  thro'  Mr.  Walker's  uncer- 
tainty of  continuing.   It  wants  much  to  be  regulated. 

The  Garrison  which,  by  the  Council  at  Philadel- 
phia, is  to  be  fixed  at  Enochs's  plantation,  in  order 
to  secure  a  communication  with  Fort  Cumberland — 
will  be  a  manifest  disadvantage  to  the  Country ;  as 
it  can  answer  no  other  purpose,  and  will  be  attended 
with  the  ill  consequence  of  leaving  exposed  the  old 
road  to  Fort  Cumberland  ;  which  also  is  the  road  to 
our  Settlers  on  the  South-Branch,  betwixt  whom  and 
the  Inhabitants  about  Fort  Loudoun,  arc  not  any 
persons  living,  save  those  at  the  Forts,  which  we  ha 
built,  and  garrisoned  for  securing  the  said  commun 
cation.  Were  the  men  who  are  appointed  to 
Enochs's  divided,  and  one  part  put  at  Edwards's, 
and  the  other  (which  shou'd  be  the  largest)  at  Pear- 
sails  ;  it  wou'd  be  of  infinitely  more  service  to  Vir- 
ginia, and  still  keep  open  a  communication  with  Fort 
Cumberland  :  But  not  in  so  direct  a  course  ;  nor 
could  the  road  this  way,  pass  by  the  Fort  at  Cresaps. 

When  my  opinion  was  asked  concerning  a  place  to 
build  on  between  Fort  Loudoun  and  that  at  Cresap 
I  was  obliged  to  say  Enochs's,  because  there  was 
other  place  more  suitable  than  Enochs's  on  lliai  road; 
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and  to  that  road  I  was  con6ncd.  But,  at  the  same 
time,  I  mentioned  the  other  road  as  answering  the 
two  ends  of  securing  the  communication  with  Fort 
Cumberland  and  the  inhabitants  of  the  Branch.  And 
asked  Lord  Loudoun  in  a  particular  manner,  whether 
the  Troops  were  to  be  confined  to  the  places  speci- 
fied ?  His  answer  was  "no,  because"  (says  he) 
"that  might  defeat  our  intentions.  The  places  now 
fixed  upon  are  only  nominated  as  passes  which  ap- 
pear to  be  of  the  most  importance  ;  but  the  Troops 
will  be  removed  to  this  place  or  that  as  occasion  may 
require  " — which  was  my  motive  for  saying  no  more 
on  the  disadvantages  that  might  arise  from  building 
a  garrison  at  Enochs's.  A  full  and  discretionary 
power  being  thereby  left  in  the  commanding  officer 
to  post  them  here  or  there,  as  the  good  of  the  ser- 
vice, and  change  of  circumstances,  in  his  Judgment 
might  require,  I  therefore  beg  leave  to  offer  this  mat- 
ter to  your  Honor's  consideration,  in  time ;  as  it  may 
and  doubtless  will  be  attended  with  verj'  bad  conse- 
quences to  this  Colony,  to  secure  the  direct  road  that 
leads  to  Fort  Cumberland  only  ;  and  neglect  the  se- 
curity of  the  other  which  is  now  become  of  much 
more  comparative  importance  to  the  Settlers. 

I  also  beg  leave  to  obser\'e  here  that  the  Fort  at 
the  Upper  Tract,  notwithstanding  it  is  more  in  the 
Indian  pass  of  the  mountains,  is  too  high  up  ;  since 
numbers  of  the  inhabitants  from  those  parts,  if  I  am 
rightly  informed,  are  lately  down  about  Harness's, 
and  a  place  called  Butter-Milk-Fort ;  which  ren- 
ders it  necessary  to  place  the  troops — or  at  least  a 
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principal   part   of  them,  ihere  also ;  to  protect  the 
Inhabitants  in   sowing  and  gathering   their  Crop 
&c. 

It  is  a  hardship  upon  the  Regiment  I  think,  to 
denied  a  Cliaplain. 

Establishing  tlie  miUtia  upon  a  good  footing  is 
matter  of  very  great  moment.      Under  this  present' 
regulation  they  are  of  very  little  Service,  upon  any 
emergency — and  very  expensive !     The  rates  of  Sol- 
diers diet  when  marching  thro"  the  Country,  or  upofl 
recruiting  parties,  ought  to  be  settled.     As  also  th( 
Bounty-money  allowed  the  Officers  to  recruit  with;^ 
in  case  the  Country  compleats  the  Regiment  by  En-^ 
listment      The  Ofhcers   complain   heavily  of  theii^| 
losses  in  the  recruiting  service.     Their  allowance  is 
much  inferior  to  that  of  the  British  Officers ;  while 
their  duty  and  fatigue  are  equally  hard — if  not  more 
so. 

I  doubt  not  but  your  Honor  will,  when  you  settle 
with  Governor  Sharpe,  about  the  provisions,  at  Foi 
Cumberland  consider  that  the  carriage  of  tlum  up,^ 
&c.,  should  be  added  to  the  first  cost — If  we  only  re-, 
ceive  the  lilce  quantity  at  Fort  Loudoun,  the  Countr 
will  sustain  a  considerable  loss  ;  as  the  carriage,  &cj 
is  almost  if  not  quite  as  much  as  the  first  cost  of  thfl 
provisions. 

I  have,  in  the  preceding  pages  mentioned  ever 
thing  that  occurs  to  me  relative  to  the  service  in  get 
eral — and  must  now  beg  leave  to  know,  as  there  are 
new  regulations  making  in  respect  to  the  strength 
and   establishment    of    the   Regiment,    upon    what 
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terms   your   Honor  purposes  to   continue  me,  and 
what  may  be  my  certain  Dependence  ? 

The  Speaker  informs  me  that  the  Country  Com- 
mittee have  determined  no  longer  to  be  concerned  in 
disposing  of  the  public  money ;  nor  have  any  thing 
more  to  do  with  settling  accompts,  &c.,  and  that  the 
House  have  committed  or  intend  to  commit  the  care 
of  it  to  your  Honor's  management.  The  Speaker 
farther  informs  me,  that  he  has  made  your  Honor  ac- 
quainted with  the  allowance  the  country  have  made 
me,  vizt,  30/  per  day,  pay,  and  two  per  cent  com- 
missions for  examining,  settling  and  paying  off  ac- 
compts ;  and  that  you  seemed  to  think  it  high.  I 
(latter  myself  Sir,  that  your  Honor  will  not  differ  in 
opinion  from  the  whole  country  in  this  particular. 
For  the  Committee  first  gave  it,  and  the  Assembly 
afterwards  allowed  it  as  a  recompense  for  myser\'ices 
&  the  extraordinary  trouble  and  confinement  1  shou'd 
meet  with  in  the  prosecution  of  such  complicated 
duties,  as  the  nature  of  this  service  wou'd  oblige  me 
to  engage  in.  I  also  hope,  that  your  Honor  will  not, 
after  the  repeated  assurances  given  of  your  good  in- 
clination to  better  my  Command,  render  it  worse  by 
taking  away  the  only  perquisite  I  have ;  and  the  only 
thing  that  enables  me  to  support  the  expence  which 
unavoidably  attends  my  Table  and  removing  about 
from  place  to  place  on  our  frontiers  where  ever)- kind 
of  necessaries  is  accompanied  with  incredible  ex- 
pence,  from  the  distresses  which  exist  there.' 

'  Tlie  (OTcrnot  dUcaniinoed  the  two  pet  cent  commiKion,  but  allowed 
WatUltglM  Ml  aiUllion&l  lum  at  £mo  a  ywi  for  hit  table  *iul  cipcnHt. 
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TO  JOHN    ROBINSON,    SPEAKER  OF    THE    HOUSE  OF 
BURGESSES. 

Fort  Loudook,  )o  May,  1757.' 

Dear  Sir, 
We  receive  fresh  proofs  every  day  of  the   bac 

direction  of  our  Indian  affairs.     It  is  not  easy  I 
what  expenses  have  arisen  on  account  of  these  Indians, 
how  dissatisfied  they  are.  and  how  gloomy  the  pros 
pect  of  pleasing  them  appears,  while  we  pursue  out 
present  system  of  management. 

I    therefore  beg  leave  to  propose  a  plan,    whict 
I  know  is  exactly  agreeable  to  the  French  policy,  ant 
which   may,   if  properly   executed,   be  a  means  ot 
retrieving  our  lost  credit  with  this  people,  and  pro^i 
of  infinite  advantage  to  the  countrj".     The  FrenchJ 
Sir,  have  a  proper  person  appointed  to  the  direction' 
of  these  affairs,  who  makes  it  his  sole  business    to 
study  their  dispositions,  and  the  art  of  pleasing  them.^| 
This  person  is  invested  with  power  to  treat  with  and 
reward  them  for  every  piece  of  service,  and,  by  timely 

'  The  Aitcmbly,  "haviug  contidcKil  the gc«At expense Uic  Virginia  re|;imeal 

h&s  c»»i  ih(^  counliy  from  thn  iiiiinliCT  of  coni|>^iiiir4  it  ban  con^tetl  of,  ixA 

(hofF  cuiiivixitts  not  lintf  cumplelE  in  proporiion  to  the  vait  chat|pe  of  offeen," 

remodelled  its  fonn,  mid  made  it  cantisi  ot  ten  compiuiiet  of  100  men  vach.  ct- 

ductng  oil  Cupmiiib  but  tirvcn.     Tlie  force  wu  disitibnicd  as  folloin  1 

At  Voti  Lniiilouii.  loo  men  commaiKled  by  WaihJngtoa. 

Maidmonc,  70  Capl.  Stewart. 

Edwards'.  35  a  tubalttm. 

reusall's.  4J  Capt.  McKcntie. 

In  the  neichborhooJ  I  ^     .    ,.r 

of  Butlcn^ilk  Forr.   [  T^  ^"P'-  Wafigene.. 

Dickioson's.         70  Maj.  Lewis, 

Vosi's,  70  Capt.  WoodwanJ. 

Wailiiiiglon  was  to  remain  at  Wintliesler,  and  wsk  deprived  <A  all  "ooncBra 

witli  or  muia£einciii  of  Indiin  alTniis."  Mr.  Alkin  being  appoinied  tlie  King't 

o^eni  \a  take  chaige  of  all  affairs  relating  10  the  Indians,  wbo  inhabited  the 

country  Ijclwccn  i'cimsjrtvBniB  and  Ueoigia. 
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presents  on  suitable  occasions,  obtain  very  great 
advantages.  There  is  always  a  store  of  goods  com- 
mitted to  his  care  to  answer  these  purposes,  and  no 
other  person  is  suffered  to  meddle  with  it ;  by  which 
means  the  whole  business  is  thrown  into  one  channel, 
and  it  thereby  becomes  easy  and  regular.  Whereas, 
with  us  it  is  ever)'  body's  business,  and  no  one's,  to 
supply.  Ever)'  person  attempts  to  please,  and  few 
succeed  in  it,  because  one  promises  this,  and  another 
thai,  and  few  can  perform  any  thing,  but  are  obliged 
to  shuftle  and  put  them  ofT,  to  get  rid  of  their  im- 
portunities. 

Hence  they  accuse  us  of  perfidy  and  deceit !  I 
could  recapitulate  a  great  number  of  their  reproachful 
complaints,  if  I  judged  it  necessary  to  confirm  what  \ 
have  already  advanced.  But  I  believe,  Sir,  you  are 
convinced  from  what  you  have  seen,  that  there  can  be 
no  deception  in  my  story.  Therefore,  I  shall  en- 
deavor to  remark  with  candor,  freedom,  and  submis- 
sion, that,  unless  some  person  is  appointed  to  manage 
the  Indian  affairs  of  this  colony,  under  the  direction 
of  the  Governor,  or  the  southern  agent,  a  vast 
expense  and  but  little  advantage  will  accrue  from  the 
coming  of  those  Indians  among  us.  And  I  know  of 
no  person  so  well  qualified  for  an  undertaking  of  this 
sort  as  the  bearer,  Captain  GisU'     He  has  had  exten- 

*  "  When  I  proceed  lo  lti«  louihward.  I  (b*l]  Appoint  tome  penan  to  act  for 
nt  in  tkls  coloiny  ■ecordin);  to  my  Intlructloiu  during  my  abwncc.  who  I 
bdwre  irill  be  Capl.  Gi»t.  who  ratipis  \Cn  pnM  in  the  Vitpiiii  rt^mmt.  He 
i*  lo  weD  Rcommcnded  lo  m«,  and  does  I  bcltcTc  undeninnd  (he  Indian 
aCain  to  mucti  bcltei  than  any  man  cUe  I  caii  linil  or  hear  of  in  thii  colnny, 
thai  I  hope  hr  will  t^iro  Mlitfaclion  to  all  that  will  be  iniereitcd  in  lii* 
behaTionr.**— ^/iiH  l«  G«v.  Shaft,  30  June.  I7$7. 
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sive  dealings  with  the  Indians,  is  in  great  esteem 
among  them,  well  acquainted  with  their  manners  and 
customs,  is  indefatigable,  and  patient, — most  excellent 
qualities  indeed  where  Indians  arc  concerned.  And 
for  his  capacity,  honesty,  and  zeal,  I  dare  venture 
engage.  If  he  should  be  appointed  to  this  duty, 
if  this  plan  should  take  effect,  I  dare  say  you  wi 
judge  it  advisable  to  send  for  a  large  assortment  of 
those  species  of  goods  which  are  the  most  likely 
to  carry  on  the  abovcmentioned  business.' 

liullcn,  a  Catawba  warrior,  has  been  proposing 
a  plan  to  Captain  Gist  for  bringing  in  the  Creek  and 
Chickasaw'  Indians.  If  such  a  scheme  as  this  can  be 
eflfected  by  the  time  we  shall  march  for  Fort  Duqucsnc, 
it  would  be  a  glorious  undertaking,  and  worthy  th 
man.     I  am,  &c. 


vin^ 


TO  JOHN    ROBINSON. 

FOKT  LouDoint,  ioJuD«,  i;s7. 

Dear  Sir, 

A  person  of  a  readier  pen,  and  having  more  timt 
than  myself,  might  amuse  you  with  the  vicissitudt 
which  have  happened  in  the  Indian  affairs  since  Mi 
Atkin  came  up.      1  acknowledge  my  incompetencj 

■  Waehington'&  experience  villi  IncIiKU  allies  was  not  sncb  a«  to  pve  him  j 
confidence  in  Ihem,  "The  Caiawbu  have  been  of  little  ate,  but  x  gi«M  «■•' 
pence  Id  this  Colony,  and  are  now  gone  home.  The  Chcrokcei,  I  Kpprcheiid, 
will  follow  llieir  exam|>1e.  There  is  a.  parly  of  70  or  So  of  them,  with  tomt 
loldiers,  now  out  cotninanded  by  Major  l.ewii  of  Uic  [c|giineai  ~  but  I  expeet 
very  III  lie  frcm  Iklm,  u  I  conceive  it  will  K^arcely  be  in  tlicpowctof  tlieoficen 
to  carcy  them  /ar  enough  to  do  much  seivicr." — T«  Ctl,  Slaitwix.  aS  H>7^ 
IJS7. 

*  In  hit  letter  to  DlnwldJie  he  hays  Cherokee. 
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and  therefore  shall  only  observe,  that  the  Indians 
have  been  pleased  and  displeased  oftcner  than  they 
ought  to  have  been  ;  and  that  they  are  gone  off  (that 
party  under  Warhatche,'  I  mean,)  in  different  ways, 
and  with  far  different  views  ;  one  company  south- 
wardly to  their  nation  ;  and  another  northwardly  to 
treat  with  the  Pennsylvanians.  contrary  to  the  senti- 
ments of  Mr.  Atkin,  who  has,  I  believe,  sent  to  forbid 
any  conference  to  be  held  with  them." 

Major  Lewis  is  returned  with  part  of  the  Indians, 

■  Wnlulclie  (tpelt  abo  WMrtuIchce,  and  probnbljr  the  W^hawtchen  men- 
lioned  by  DiDwiddie)  wu  chief  □[  all  the  Sauthem  Cherakee  towna.  Atkin 
de*crib«l  him  la  the  "  |;if«m(  m^u*  among  them.  in<»l  ccrlaislv  of  unbounded 
arutce.  w«II  and  loog  knoirn  to  mc  in  puticnUr.  and  not  having  the  leut  tt- 
pird  (ur  tlw  English,  luilher  than  he  can  get  pietcnth  fioni  them."  1'hc  cjibm 
of  tba  tcparsliun  mentioned  by  Wuhtngl'in  it  (ulljr  dcsciibed  in  a  letter  fmn 
Atkin  to  Ctogbao  in  Ptim.  Artkivtt,  til.,  175. 

<  "  1  (•>(  that  ttio  difforaat  coIoiu'm'  itniggting  nrith  each  other  (or  thdr 
MUUncc,  will  be  produfcire  of  very  great  evils ;  and.  in  the  etid.  introduce 
luappofl^le  expence  lo  thete  ifovcminenii  01  to  the  crown.  Maryland  halll 
■In  ail  J  held  treaiiei  willi,  and  given  presents  to  them.  Fenniy  Ivania  hatb 
(cM  ■peeehet  to  thcoi  and  often  prcienti  (and  to  the  lattei  a  great  part  it  now 
gone),  The  con«c<iucnce  b  that  iheoe  Mvages  took  u|H>n  ihem«clTc»  in  a  more 
important  light  tlian  ever,  and  have  behaved  very  iniolently  ihercupoa." — T* 
DinviJJu.  10  June.  1757. 

"  Ai  to  Indian  maiicrt.  you  mud  know  I  on  be  but  a  itraagct.  and  I  find 
■11  thoee  employed  aa  agents  yny  jealons  of  one  another,  and  I  can  petcri*« 
Hr>  Croghan  10  of  Coloael  Anniimng.  and  .  .  .  Mr,  Atkinao  of  litem  all,  aa 
well  ai  of  tha  Provlncca." — C»t.  Slammx  U  Cm.  Dtnnj,  I3  Jnnc.  I7S7. 
Annstti>ne  wid  that  Atkia  was  "  miffed  "  at>out  tlie  province*  taking  anjr  notice 
of  the  Southern  tilbo  without  lint  canjuliinj;  hint  \  while  Croghan  believed 
that  Atkin  had  been  prejudiced  by  the  Virginians. 

Aikin  wrote  la  Croghan.  on  June  S.  that  on  airivinic  in  Virginia  he  "  found 
it  jait  on  the  brink  of  condmion  and  diairactkon,  by  mcaoa  of  the  very  Indiana 
tfaat  liad  been  drawn  wiili  gie.-ii  pains  and  cxpcnce  to  ita  aasiatance,"  aa  tbejr 
••  behaved  like  ftceboolen  in  an  enemiei'  country."  And  to  Governor  Shatpe  : 
"  Ydu  will  ^ec  how  foitiinalc  my  being  at  WiiliBinsbutx  wa».  tu  prevent  a  con- 
nljian  which  miM  otherway*  happened  in  Ihia  colony  and  shaken  all  the  colo- 
ai«*  In  its  ooniequcncea." 
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that  went  out  with  him,  in  conssquence  of  their 
having  taken  only  eight  days'  provisions  with  them. 
He  was  unable  to  prevail  with  those  savages  to  take 
more.  One  party  of  twenty,  with  ten  soldiers,  is 
gone  towards  Fort  Duquesne,  under  Captain  Spots- 
wood  ;  and  another  party  of  fifteen,  with  five 
soldiers,  under  Lieutenant  Baker,  but  they  course 
towards  Logstown.  God  send  them  success  and  ^^ 
safe  return,  1  pray,  ^H 

Unless  you  will  interest  yourself  in  sending  money 
to  me  to  discharge  the  public  debts,  1  must  inevitably 
.suffer  very  considerably,  as  the  country  people  all 
think  me  pledged  to  them,  let  what  will  happen. 
They  are  grown  very  clamorous,  and  will  be  more 
than  ever  incensed  if  there  should  come  an  inadequate 
sum,  and  that  sum  be  appropriated  to  the  payment 
of  the  soldiers. 

I  am  convinced  it  would  give  pleasure  to  the  Gov- 
ernor to  hear  that  I  was  involved  in  trouble,  howev< 
undeservedly,  such  are  his  dispositions  toward  me. 

I  should  be  glad  to  know  whether  Capt-  Mercet'' 
received  any  money  from  the  public  while  he  was 
down  ;  and  if  he  did,  on  what  account.  If  he  did 
not,  I  would  be  glad  you  would  pay  none,  until  you 
hear  further  from  me,  altho'  he  may  have  drawn 
orders.  'Tis  on  the  account  of  the  public  I  desir^_ 
this.'  ■ 


ov- 


■  "  That  mailer  which  1  hinted  Eo  you  iboui  Mercer  i*  dnce  dared  Dp.  He 
boirun-ed  C^^°  ^"S  "!>'  Ufilcr.  and  (or  the  u«  of  the  public,  while  h«  remaiiifl 
at  this  pkce  St  was  ordered  to  Fort  CumbcrUnd.  and  w«nl  off  tram  h«re  i 
out  rendering  mc  any  account  o(  it,  so  that  t  wi«  liable  (or  payincnt 

acquainted  with  the  dialiuiGeiiieai." — To  Rviimen,  10  July,  I7S7. 
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TO  COLONEL  STANWIX." 

FoKT  Loudoun,  is  Jans,  i7S7> 

Sir, 

I  have  the  pleasure  to  inform  you  that  a  scouting 
party,  consisting  of  5  soldiers  and  15  Cherokee  In- 
dians,  that  were  sent  out  the  20  ultimo  towards  the 
Ohio,  under  Lieutenant  Baker,  returned  the  8th  in- 
stant to  Fort  Cumberland  with  5  scalps,  and  a  French 
officer,  prisoner,  having  killed  two  other  officers  of 
the  same  party.'  Mr.  Baker  met  with  this  party"  vizt., 
ten  French,  three  officers  on  the  head  of  Turtle 
Creek,  twenty  miles  distance  from  Fort  Duquesne, 
(the  day  after  they  had  parted  with  50  Shawanese 
Indians  returning  from  the  war.)  and  would  have 
kille<l  and  made  prisoners  of  them  all,  had  it  not 
been  for  the  death  of  the  Indian  chief,  who  being 
killed  prevented  his  men  from  pursuing  them.  The 
name  of  the  officer  taken,  according  to  his  own  ac- 
count, is  Velistre ;  and  of  those  killed,  Lasosais  and 
St  Oure  ;  all  ensigns. 

The  commandant  at  Duquesne  and  its  dependen- 
cies is  Delignery,  a  knight  of  the  military  order  of 
St  Louis,  and  captain  of  a  company  of  detached 
troops  from  the  marine.  This  officer  likewise  says, 
that  the  garrison  at  Fort  Duquesne  consists  of  six 
hundred  French  and  two  hundred  Indians.     I  believe 


<  Colojiel  Stanwix  «nu  itttioned  bv  ihe  Eul  of  Loudoun  on  tb«  frontivit  of 
PcDBtT^lTonio.  wilh  ih«  command  o(  Ave  componie*  a(  die  Royal  Atnericui 
Rc£iii>«>il.  siitl  tucli  Iioupt  u  PcniDjlvkiiin.  Mwyland,  and  Vicsinia  might 
taiw.  H«  n*  now  U  Lancwlcr,  but  hU  bcad'(|uartm  were  aftetwank  4t 
CMlule. 

*'niea«offic«n  axrc  wotintied,  but  the  Iniliana  killed  them  [n  "  revenge  for 
the  death  of  the  trulj-  bfavc  Swallow  warrior," 
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he  is  a  Gasconian.  We  sustained  on  our  side  the" 
loss  of  the  brave  Swallow  warrior,'  and  one  other 
Indian  was  wounded,  and  brought  in  upon  a  bier, 
near  loo  miles  by  the  party,  who  had  nothing  to  live 
upon  for  the  four  last  days  but  wild  onions.  A4b^| 
Atkin  (who  is  now  here)  and  I  shall  use  our  en- 
deavours to  have  the  French  prisoner  brought  t^y 
this  place.  ^^ 

Captain    Spotswood,  with   lo  soldiers  and  20  In- 
dians, who  went  out  at  the  same  time  with,  but  to  a 
different  place,  from  Lieut  Baker  is  not  yet  come 
nor  any  news  of  him  ;  which  makes  me  uneasy. 

Our  Assembly  have  granted  a  further  sum  of 
eighty  thousand  pounds  for  the  service  of  the  ensuing 
year,  and  have  agreed,  (I  believe,)  to  complete  their 
regiment  of  this  colony  to  1 200  men,  besides  three 
companies  of  rangers,  of  100  each.  Our  strength, 
since  the  detachment  to  Carolina  has  embarked,  is 
reduced  to  420  rank  and  file  only  and  these  much 
weakened,  by  the  number  of  posts  we  hold.  Gover- 
nor Dinwiddie  is  apprehensive,  that  he  shall  not  be 
able  to  provide  arms  for  all  these  men,  and  desired_ 
me  to  advise  with  you  thereupon. 

If  it  is  not  too  troublesome  I  should  [be  glad]  to 
be  informed  what  proportion  of  bat-men  there  is  al- 
lowed to  a  company  of  4  officers  and  100  men.  in  the 
Royal  American  battalions?  or  rather,  the  allowance 
to  each  officer,  beginning  with  the  colonel  ?  And 
how  these  bat-men  are  clothed,  paid  and  victualled. 


'  "  The  Swallow  fired  tint,  knocked  down  an  officer,  and  on  ^tinging  up  lo 
Knlp  him.  wi«  iinfcotimately  shol  through  the  head." — ArtnttrvHg  I9  GWt 
Dtnny,  tgjiute,  1757. 
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and  by  whom  ?  Whether  the  officers  have  any  al- 
lowance made  them  for  their  ser\'ant3,  and  if  the 
officers  in  garrison  receive  provisions  as  soldiers  or 
an  allowance  in  lieu  of  it,  and  how  much  to  each  ? 
Also,  if  the  officers  in  their  battalions  provide  bat- 
horses  at  their  own  expense,  or  have  their  baggage 
transported  at  the  King's  ?  Whether  any  forage- 
money  is  allowed  them,  and  what  other  allowances 
they  have  made  to  them  ?  Should  also  be  glad  to 
know  what  proportion  of  women  is  allowed  to  a 
company.' 

It  is  wrong,  I  must  confess  Sir.  to  trouble  you  in 
this  manner ;  but  I  have  particular  reasons  for  ask- 
ing these  questions,  and  getting  them  answered  by 
authority,  and  none  unwarrantable. 

Duty  and  inclination  equally  induce  me  to  com- 

j    municate   all    remarkable    occurrences   to   you,    and 

I    shall  be  punctual  in  doing  so. 

^^^^P  TO  GOVERNOR    DINWIDDIE. 

Fort  Loudoun.  t6  Jnn»,  1757. 

HoNBLE.  Sir, 

This  instant  the  enclosed  letters  came  to  my  hands. 
I  have  not  lost  a  moment's  time  in  transmitting  them 

'  WuUngEon  hid  icceiilly  been  lakcu  to  Usk  by  llic  Governur  [or  asking  >!• 
lowMic«  for  ■  steiter  numbei  o[  batmen  than  Col.  Sianwii  had.  "Surely 
Colo.  Wmthioston  wonl  expect  more  Ihui  Coin.  SUnwix.  and  nirel^  ii  wm 
four  d«l]r  (o  Inform  nic  of  thia  and  conform  your  rrgiincnt  (o  the  tlloiranctt 
pven  Ihe  (R«yiil]  Amcricuns ;  and  jitay.  how  shall  I  appear  to  Lord  Loudoun 
ao  my  report  of  our  refpiuent.  irhcn  so  widely  diffcrmt  from  that  he  eommandt. 
,  .  ,  Vou  know  Ihe  clamoi  n(  the  people  111  regard  lo  Ihc  vatt  cxpentc,  and 
it'tyoui  duly  ai  trcU  as  Biioe  to  make  all  prudent  savingt." — DittwidiSt  I* 
W^Ua^tm,  I  Jnne,  17S7. 
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to  you,  as  I  look  upon  the  intelligence  to  be  of  t! 
utmost  importance.     If  the  enemy  are  coming  do 
in  such  numbers,  and  with  such  a  train  of  artillery, 
we  are  bid  to  expect,  Fort  Cumberland  must  inev 
itably  fall  into  their  hands,  as  no  timely  efforts 
be  made  to  relieve  the  garrison.     I  send  you  a  copy 
of  a  council  of  war  held  upon  this  occasion.     The 
advice  1  intend  to  pursue,  and  until  I  shall  receive 
orders  how  to  conduct  myseJf.     It  is  morally  certai 
that  the  next  object,  which  the  French  have  in  vie 
is  Fort  Loudoun,  and  that  Is  yet  in  a  very  untenable 
posture.     They  have  no  roads  for  carriages  into  any 
other  province,  but  thro'  this ;  and  there  lies  a  quan- 
tity of  stores  here,  belonging  to  his  Majesty  and 
this  colony,  ver>'  much  exposed  and  unguarded. 

I  shall  not  take  up  your  time,  with  a  tedious  detai 
You  will  be  a  sufficient  judge  of  the  present  situatio 
of  affairs,  from  those  circumstances  already  related. 
I  have  written  to  the  commanding  officers  of  Fairfax, 
Prince  William,  and  Culpeper  counties,  (a  copy  o^H 
which  letters  I  enclose  your  Honor)  requesting  thcm^ 
to  march  part  of  their  militia  to  this  place  imme- 
diately, that  no  time  may  be  lost.     I  shall  you  may 
be    assured,    Sir,    make    the    best    defence  I   can,  if 
attacked.     I  am,  &c. 

P.  S.     I  have  wrote  to  Colonel  Stanwix  an  accouni 
of  this  affair,  and  enclosed  him  copies  of  the  lettci 
and  council  of  war.' 


'  Six  Chernkve  Indians  came  to  Port  Combcrlanil,  and  lold  Captain  Dag- 
worthy.  Ilial  they  »bw  rlie  Krencli  near  Fun  Du<[utane  coming  in  that  diracticil 
with  wagons  and  giMi  guns.     ' '  Three  Indian*,"  wrote  Wuhingion  to  I 
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TO  COLONBL  STANWIX. 

Fort  Louoodn,  sojuoa,  vj%t* 

Sir, 

Yours  of  the  i8th  from  the  camp  at  Carlisle  I  re- 
ceived about  noon  this  day,  when  1  was  examining  (in 
company  with  his  Majesty's  agent  for  Indian  affairs) 
the  French  prisoner  brought  to  this  place  by  Lieu- 
tenant Baker  and  the  Cherokee  Indian.  A  copy  of 
this  examination  I  herewith  enclose.  You  will  find, 
Sir,  from  the  tenor  of  his  answers,  that  a  large  body 
of  Indians  was  hourly  expected  at  Fort  Duquesne, 
and  that,  altho'  there  was  not  (if  his  intelligence  is  to 
be  literally  credited,  and  surely  it  is  not)  a  train  of 
artillery  fit  for  such  an  expedition  ;  yet  this  might 
have  been  brought  by  those  three  hundred  men.  who 
arrived  there  after  he  left  the  place. 

It  is  altogether  evident,  (if  the   Indian  accounts 

LicDieouits.  "  uc  oome  in  wounded.  *.tA  itw  the  French  army  Ihis  side  of 
Honongahela,  near  the  jilnce  of  Gen']  Br&dcloi:k'5  defeat.  %o  ibai  the  tiutli  of 
thi*  report  is  t  believe,  uaqueitjoiiable."  An  attack  was  appreheaded,  ihe 
country  ilnrmed.  ihe  mililia  called  out,  Rnd  Colonel  Sti,nwii'»  regular*  were 
put  in  inolicin  ;  but  it  prnred  lo  lie  a  false  report. 

The  Council  of  Wai  vrai  held  al  two  o'clock  in  th«  morning.  lit  dcletmino- 
lion  «M  :  "  That,  as  reinforcing  thi)  curiran  ii  tbsolaiely  neceiiary,  that  the 
dtuckcil,  enfccbleil  situaiion  of  the  gairisoni  on  the  foulh  Branch  muM  make 
ibem  fall  an  easy  picjr  to  the  enemy,  and  lliat  as  drawing  lliem  nil  to  one  [ilact 
on  the  Branch  would  be  giving  up  all  the  teilteinents  excepi  thai  pUce.  which 
(atq>po*llk(  It  could  be  maintained)  would  by  no  meani  be  of  auch  coniequenee 
M  reiafofcing  thia  important  place,  ihat,  ilieiefnn,  they  ought  to  be  milertd 
hither  immeiliately.*'  "Colonel  Wmhingion  told  me,"  A[m!.tTang  wrote  to 
Gov.  Denny.  "  If  he  filie  enemy]  came  without  electing  lomething  by  the  way. 
that  it  wai  not  in  hU  power  lu  be  early  enough  to  auiitt  the  );atrlton,  nor  would 
all  hii  men  be  more  llian  a  breakfaii  lo  the  French  and  their  Indians." — Pemm. 
Ankivtt,  lU.,  1S9. 

■  The  Antmbly  had  voted  (o  tncreate  ihe  iq;iment  to  i.ioo  men,  and  three 
conpante*  of  r«nge«  of  loo  men  each,  appropriating  ;£So,ooo  for  llie  eitabliah- 
ment. 
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may  be  relied  on.)  that  the  French  are  bringing  how- 
itzers with  them  for  the  easier  reduction  of  the  place, 
if  they  should  attack  us.  For,  they  say,  your  guns 
arc  but  muskets,  compared  with  those  the  French 
have  with  them.  Theirs  will  admit  a  fawn  in  the 
muzzle,  while  yours  will  not  take  in  a  man's  fisL  To 
any  person,  in  the  least  degree  acquainted  with  the 
mountainous  country  about  our  settlements,  it  is 
clear,  that  the  French  can  bring  artillery'  along  no 
other  road,  than  that  from  Fort  Duquesne  to  Fort 
Cumberland,  without  spending  immense  time  in 
mending  one.  Then  I  conceive  the  garrison  at  Fort 
Augusta  has  been  very  negligent  and  inactive,  not 
to  discover  the  enemy  sooner.  On  the  other  hand, 
we  all  know  that  a  blazed  path  in  the  eyes  of  an  In- 
dian is  a  large  road  ;  for  he  does  not  distinguish,  be- 
tween one  track  and  another  without  a  circumspect 
inquiry,  i.  c,  between  a  track  which  will  admit  of  car- 
riages, and  a  road  sufficient  for  them  to  march  in. 

These,  Sir,  are  only  my  own  sentiments,  and  I  sub- 
mit them  to  your  better  judgment  for  improvement. 
We  very  well  know,  that  from  Fort  Duquesne  to 
Fort  Cumberland  there  is  a  plain  road  already  made, 
and  bridges  also.  I  shall,  however,  continue  to  pur- 
sue every  means  in  my  power  to  gain  the  earliest  and 
best  intelligence  I  can  of  the  approaches  of  the 
enemy,  and  shall  transmit  it  forthwith  to  you.  I 
have  sent  Major  Lewis  of  the  regiment  fifty  miles  ad* 
vanced  from  this,  with  orders  to  keep  out  constant 
spies  for  intelligence,  and  to  lose  no  time  in  transmit- 
ting it  to  me. 


E. 
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We  have  received  nothing  new  from  Fort  Cum- 
berland  since  the  i6th.  The  Indians,  who  brought 
the  first  news,  imagine,  that  some  of  Spotswood's 
party  are  yet  skulking  after  and  watching  for  the 
motions  of  the  enemy.  On  the  contrarj*,  I  appre- 
hend they  are  all  cut  off;  for  a  man,  who  left  Fort 
Cumberland  the  i6th,  says,  that  the  woods  appear  to 
be  quite  alive  with  enemy  Indians,  who  show  them- 
selves openly  in  the  day.  This  is  unusual  for  them 
to  do,  unless  they  are  strong.  We  work  on  this  Fort, 
both  night  and  day,  intending  to  make  it  tenable 
against  the  worst  event.  Mr.  Croghan,  &c.  write  to 
you  by  this  express,  and  will  no  doubt  be  more  ex- 
plicit on  Indian  affairs,  than  I  can  pretend  to  be,  and 
to  them  I  refer. 

It  would  have  given  me  great  pleasure,  had  you 
been  pleased  to  signify  your  sentiments  on  the  Revo- 
lution having  come  to  this  place,  that  I  might  act 
conformably  with  your  orders. 


»- 


TO  COLONEL  STANWIX. 


«  June,  I7S7. 

Sir, 

Since  writing  to  you  by  Express,  last  night,  I  have 
received  a  letter  from  Capt.  Dagworthy  (a  copy  of 
which  I  enclose :)  and  have  had  an  opportunity  of 
examining  the  Indians,  who  brought  him  the  last  in- 
telligence myself.  They  unanimously  agree,  there  is 
a  large  party  of  French  and  Indians  marched  from 
Fort   Duquesne ;    but,    whether   they  are  destined 
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against  the  frontiers  of  Virginia,  Maryland  or  Penrt^^ 
sylvania,  or  all  of  these,  is  yet  uncertain.     The  en-^ 
emy,  however,  are  without  carriages  ;  and  by  their 
track  (for  the  Indians  did  not  see  more  than  a  party 
of  about    lOo)  pursued   them    towards  Rays-Town. 
This  they  would  do  whether  they  be  coming  to  either 
of  the  above  Provinces  (without  artillery)     It  is  th 
way  they  have  used  altogether  of  late,  in  coming  t 
and  returning /roffi  us. 

1  return  you  my  thanks.  Sir,  for  answering  my 
queries  ;  as  you  took  no  notice  of  the  arms  I  ask 
for.  by  the  Governor's  Order. 

N.B.    There  was  a  great  misapprehension  bctwe 
Capt  Dagworthy  and  the  Indians  that  6rst  came  in. 
They  deny  to  me,  having  said  that  there  was  a  body 
of  the  enemy  witli  wheel-carriages,  on  their  march 
attack  Fort  Cumberland.     These  Indians  were  n 
within  30  miles  of  Fort  Duquesne ;  but  neverthel 
heard  the  discharge  of  the  French  artillery'  whi 
they  conceive,  was  fired  at  the  departure  of  a  large 
body  of  troops  from  that  place.     Capt.  Dagworthy 
might  easily  have  misunderstood    these  people  f 
want  of  a  good  interpreter.* 


er 

\ 

ny    " 

I 


'  "  The  slorm  which  thremeaed  u&  wiih  such  formidable  appearasctis  i*,  in  1 
manner,  blown  over.  Il  arose  in  a  gnat  miasure  from  a  intninilerstandinE  (in 
Cnptn.  Dtgworthy)  of  the  Indians  for  want  of  a  proper  ietcrpieler.  The 
Indians  are  neverlhelcu  unanimous  in  asset  ling  that  a  lar^  bocljr  of  French 
and  In<!ians  have  matched  from  Furt  Dutjuesne,  but  withoul  aitillety,  and  that 
ihejf  putsued  the  Rays  Town  road,  which  leads  very  conrenienily  to  (he  three 
colonics  of  Virginia.  Matyland.  and  Pennsylvania." — Te  C«t».  Feir/ax,  t% 
June.  i/ST-  "  I  have  since  received  various  inlellLgence  of  iheir  appearing  il 
many  different  parts,  widely  distnnt  from  each  other,  at  the  mme  lime,  which 
Inclines  me  10  think  (hat  they  have  detached  their  principal  force  into  mxvj 
icalpinK  parlie*.'"—/'?  PinwiJJir.  fj  June.  1757. 


hy^ 
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TO  COLONEL  STANWIX. 

FokT  LuUDOVH.  aS  June.  t7S7- 

Dear  Sir, 

I  have  had  the  pleasure  of  receiving  your  two 
favors  both  of  the  22d  instant.  We  were  rein- 
forced, upon  the  late  alarm,  by  one  hundred  and  sev- 
enty militia  from  the  adjacent  counties,  one  half  of 
them  unarmed,  and  the  whole  without  ammunition 
or  provisions. 

Had  you,  Sir,  In  consequence  of  Captain  Beale's' 
suggestions,  ordered  me  to  reinforce  Fort  Cumber- 
land, with  part  of  my  regiment,  I  should  have  given 
you  proof  of  my  willingness  to  obey  your  commands, 
in  a  speedy  compliance  with  them  ;  but  since  you  arc 
so  kind  as  to  leave  it  discretionary  in  me,  I  freely 
confess  that  I  cannot  entertain  any  thoughts  of  part- 
ing with  the  few  soldiers  I  have  to  strengthen  a 
place  that  now  seems  to  be  in  no  actual  danger. 
Nor  can  I  help  observing,  that  I  think  it  a  little 
odd  Captain  Beale,  after  having  received  subsequent 
notice  of  the  first  should  intimate  that  it  was  rea- 
sonable to  reinforce  Fort  Cumberland,  at  the  ex- 
pense of  Virginia,  which  has  a  frontier  thirty  times 
the  extent  of  Marj'Iand  to  defend,  and  that  fron- 
tier left  solely  to  the  protection  of  her  few  regular 
troops.* 

'  Comwwaitmt  of  the  i:>iTi%on  al  Fori  Fmlerick  in  MarrUnd. 

'  Cokod  Wuliiaglon  w»  in  ionic  leaK  und«t  ihc  c(inim>ii<l  of  Cotonel  Slan- 
vii,  bill  10  whatexcenl  he  did  not  know,  u  lie  tiul  tcceived  no  inainiciionton 
tbM  b«*d.  Uld  i)ic  GoT«ni<ir  continncd  lo  iiiiie  his  onl«r!i  u  [onnerljr.  At 
baglb  tiic  Gorernot  wtotc  u  foUowi : — "Colonel  St*nwix  being  appointed 
coMMMtdc-iii' chief  [of  the  middle  knil  louihem  |>tuvincca].  yoa  muil  submit 
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I  would  only  ask  Capt.  Beale  which  is  most  eligi- 
ble :  the  militia  of  Maryland  (who  were  also  in  motion 
at  the  same  time  with  those  of  Virginia)  defending 
whatever  stores  that  province  might  hold  at  Ft.  , 
Frederick,  while  the  troops  in  that  garrison  shouI^H 
march  to  the  other  ;  or,  for  us  to  leave  the  valuabl^^ 
stores  which  are  at  this  place,  belonging  to  his 
Majesty  and  the  Colony  in  an  unfinished  fort,  to  the 
uncertain  defence  of  militia,  who  would  not  be  pre- 
vailed upon  to  give  the  least  assistance  towards  the 
public  works  at  this  place,  and  march  a  part  of  the 
only  force  which  we  can  in  any  wise  depend  upon 
from  a  much-exposed  part  of  the  country.  In  order  to 
case  Marj'land.  If  the  expense  of  keeping  her  militia 
in  arms  is  really  the  question,  Capt.  Bealccan  appear 
in  no  favorable  point  of  light  to  me. 

I    flatter   myself,    the  expected  attack    of    Fori 


10  hit  Olden,  wiihMt  regftn)  to  uiy  ym  have  frorn  m« ;  h«,  being  n> 
place,  K*a  direct  iifliiirt  belter  than  I  can." 

Notwiihitanding  th«  nbovc  direction,  the  Govecnoi'  did  not  ccftM  lo  wrile,' 
(;ive  commands,  require  telurnk,  an<l  utter  compUints  vs  usual,  thereby  iDcreai- 
ing  the  endless  peq>Iexitiei  and  bewildering  doubts,  with  wbich  Colonel  Wailu 
ington  wu  harnsied  in  all  his  plan^  and  openlions. 

It  has  hereiofoie  been  seen,  ihat  he  had  tei|ucjted  letarc  of  absence  for  a  lew 
days  lo  arieiid  lo  cerlain  private  aRatrs  ol  a  very  presiinjt  oftlure,  ai  Mooal 
Vernon.  He  uflcnvsids  repealed  this  rcqueil,  and,  as  he  wciood  to  be  under 
two  commaiider&.  he  thought  it  cjigwdient  lo  consult  tbem  both.  The  Gmenot 
aniwered ; — '■  As  to  Ihe  selltement  of  your  btother'j  etiale.  your  •bMoce  oo 
that  account  (rom  Fori  Loudoun  must  be  suspended,  till  our  alTain  give  a  bet- 
icr  ptospeci."  Colonel  -Stamvix  replied  lo  the  same  requesi : — "Wore  tfaaa 
two  weeks  ago  1  answered  your  letter,  in  which  jon  menlioned  Its  twing  con- 
venient to  your  private  Bflaire  to  attend  to  (hem  (or  a  fortnight.  Ib  I)uI  an- 
swer I  expressed  my  concern,  tliat  you  should  think  tacit  ■  thing  neceuaiT 
lo  mention  ro  me,  as  I  am  sure  you  would  not  chooie  to  be  oat  of  «ill,  shunM 
the  service  require  your  immediate  attendance ;  and  T  hope  jrou  will  alny* 
take  that  tibert)'  upon  younelf,  which  {  hope  jmt  will  now  do." 


I 
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Augusta,  will  prove  more  favorable,  than  Colonel 
Weiser  imagines ;  for  I  have  no  conception,  that  a 
road  fit  for  the  reception  of  carriages  can  be  cut 
within  ten  miles  of  a  fort,  without  the  garrison  dis- 
covering it  It  was  a  careless  mistake  of  my  Quarter 
master  to  send  you  loi  barrels  of  gun  powder. 

It  is  quite  manifest  to  every  person  who  has  had  an 
opportunity  of  experiencing  the  advantages  of  Indian 
services,  that  the  friendship  and  assistance  of  the 
Cherokees  are  well  worth  cultivating.  For  my  own 
part,  1  think  they  are  indispensably  necessary  in  our 
present  circumstances,  and  am  sorrj'  to  find  such  un- 
seasonable delays  in  bringing  them  amongst  us. 
Since  Giptain  Croghan  left  this  place,  Outassity,'  an 
Indian  warrior  of  that  nation,  with  twenty-seven  fol- 
lowers, has  arrived  here.  He  brings  an  account  of 
many  more  that  are  coming ;  but  whether  they  will 
wait  for  Mr.  Atkin's  passport,  or  will  come  on  with 
their  own,  I  know  not. 

I  have  just  received  a  letter  from  Governor  Din- 
widdle, in  which  he  desires  me  to  present  his  compli- 
ments to  you.     I  am,  &c' 

*  AlM  tp«lled  OutaHta.  Me  wu  one  of  the  most  aatti  Cherokee  chleft  oF 
the  Oay,  and  at  early  u  (731  was  knnwn  u,  King  of  the  Lower  and  Middle 
Cherokee  Mttlements.  In  t^JO  he  visited  England  with  Si>  Alexander  Ciini- 
nUi{  Ml)  ealcred  into  a  treaty  with  Qenr]^  II.  Ilia  name  occura  fiequrniif 
in  Goueclion  with  Indian  alTairi  in  the  colonial  records,  and  as  tale  a>  Jmlj 
IT77  ^  '"C"*^  '^^  treaty  of  Holslon. — Maiwell.  Virginia  lliilfrital Rt^ter, 

'..  74- 

'  *'  tf  there  ihooid  be  any  thing  done  in  it  [purchase  oF  clothing].  I  hope,  at 
it  b  a  petquiiitc  isiepirable  from  the  Colonel,  (hail  the  counliy  nUt  allow  it  to 
M*.  Mpecially  ilnce  the  Governor  hai  tlrippect  me  of  Ihe  only  one  ihal  wai  al. 
towed,  and  sabalilnted  a  very  inadequitie  reward  in  ill  room." — T9  R«H>H9it, 
iejkl]r.  I75T. 
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TO  GOVERNOR  DINWIDDIE. 

(II  Jolr,  I7S7.] 

HoNBLE.  Sir, 

I  had  just  closed  mine  yesterday,  and  was  gotn 
to  send  off  Jenkins'  with  it,  when  yours  of  the  24th 
ultimo  came  to  hand. 

The  Deserters  apprehended  at  Maidstone,  we 
treated  with  such  lenity  as  their  subsequent  behav- 
iour convinces  me  was  misplaced :  several  of  them 
having  since  deserted. 

This  infamous  practice,  wherein  such  numbers  ol 
our  men  have  (by  means  of  the  villainy  and  ill-judgc4. 
compassion  of   the   country-people,  who  deem  it 
merit  to  assist  Deserters.)  has  been  wonderfully  su 
cessful ;  and  is  now  arrived  at  such  a  height,  that 
nothing  can  stop  its  scandalous  progress,  but  the 
severest   punishments,  and  most  striking  examples. 
Since  mine  of  yesterday,  no  less  than  24  more  of  tb 
Draughts  (after    having    received   their  money  and 
clothes)  deserted  :  notwithstanding  every  precautio: 
I   cou'd  suggest  was    taken    to    prevent  it ;    amon 
others,  I  had  all  the  roads  way-laid  in  the  night 
Seven  of  those  who  went  off  last  night,  took  th; 
road  that  happened  to  be  blocked  up.     Mr.  Hughes 
(whom  your  Honor  was  pleased  to  appoint  adjutant 
and  two  Soldiers,  took  two  of  them,  after  cxchangin: 
some  shot,  and  wou'd  tn  all  probability  have  tak 
them  all,  had  he  not  been  disabled  in  the  right  han 
&  one  of  our  Soldiers  shot  thro"  the  leg :  and.  it  is 
believed,  one  of  the  Deserters  was  killed  in  the  conflic 
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I  must  again,  earnestly  request,  your  Honor  will 
please  to  send  me  up  a  copy  of  the  mutiny  and  de- 
sertion bill,  passed  the  last  Session  of  Assembly;' 
with  blank  warrants  to  execute  the  Sentence  of  the 
Courts  martial ;  without  which  I  fear  we  will  soon 
lose,  not  only  all  the  draughts,  but,  by  their  going  off 
with  impunity,  there  is  such  a  bad  example,  as  will 
render  even  the  detention  of  the  old  Soldiers  imprac- 
ticable. 

As  the  pressing  exigency  of  this  unhappy  juncture 
demands  the  utmost  expedition,  in  which  the  welfare 
of  the  Colony  is  so  nearly  concerned ;  I  flatter  myself 
your  Honor  will  not  hesitate  at  sending  me  blank- 
warrants. 

By  a  course  of  unerring  experience,  I  am  convinced 
beyond  any  doubt,  that  nothing  but  the  most  rigorous 
measures  can  have  the  least  effect. 

The  inconceivable  trouble  those  discontented  tur- 
bulent fellows  give  us,  and  the  few  Ofificers  that  now 
remain  here,  have  greatly  impeded  the  service;  and 
laid  me  under  the  necessity  of  appointing  the  three 
oldest  volunteers,  vizt.  Mess :  Speake,  Felt,  and  Wood, 
Ensigns,  which  I  hope  your  Honor  will  approve  of. 

I  am  glad  your  Honor  does  not  think  of  the  addi- 
tional companies,  or  Rangers,  till  the  Regiment  is 
complete.  A  short  time  has  already  demonstrated 
how  justly  founded  your  apprehensions  on  that  head 
were.     As  i  now  begin  to  despair  of  seeing  the  8 


' "  Odi  printing  office  in  lo  eloscl;  engaged  in  printing  (he  ptper  cnnenqr 
lliat  I  coaM  not  gol  the  matin]'  anil  deiertion  icl  In  print." — Dimviddit  t» 
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companies  that  remain  in  the  Colony,  compleated — I 
am  convinced  ever}'  day  will  lessen  our  numbers  'ci^d 
some  sad  examples  are  made  of  the  Deserters,         ^^ 

As  the  unhappy  fate  of  poor  Capt  Spotswood 
seems  now  to  be  ascertained,  and  made  a  vacant 
company  in  the  Regiment ;  I  beg  leave  to  recommend 
Capt  M'Neill  in  the  warmest  manner  to  your  Honor 
for  it ;  not  only  from  his  undoubted  title  of  seniority 
but  from  his  great  merit,  hard  fate,  and  long  suffer- 
ings in  his  rank  and  pay.  ^M 

Should  he  be  again  superseded,  it  cannot  be  ima^^ 
gined  that  a  man  of  his  spirit  will  be  any  longer    ' 
detained  in  the  service  however  prejudicial  his  leaving 
it  may  otherwise  be  to  him.     And  I  must  confess  it 
would  give  me  pain  that  we  should  lose  a  good  officer 
thro'  the  default  of  common  justice. 

Your  Honor  seems  surprized  at  my  returning  432 
men  in  May,  and  but  384  in  June;  It  is  true,  there 
were  several  desertions  in  that  interval,  but  if  your 
Honor  will  take  the  trouble  of  looking  [at]  those  two 
returns  it  will  immediately  remove  your  surprize : 
That  of  May  was  of  my  total  effectives  ;  artd  that  o( 
the  16th  of  June  was  only  of  the  number  I  then  had 
fit  for  Duty ;  designed  to  shew  your  Honor  what  I 
had  actually  fit  for  service,  at  a  time  when  we  were 
threatened  with  the  most  imminent  danger. 

The  reason  of  my  being  so  urgent  for  the  blank 
warrants  is  that  I  am  persuaded,  that  postponing  the 
punishments  ordered  by  the  courts-martial  will  not 
only  diminish  the  terror  of  delinquents,  but  encour- 
age other  of  the  Soldiers  to  follow  their  base  cxaiQ- 
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pie  And,  would  your  Honor  think  proper  to  issue 
your  proclamation,  commanding  all  the  officers,  civil 
and  military,  to  exert  themselves  in  apprehending 
these  Deserters,  it  wou'd  probably  have  a  good  effect. 

I  have  ordered  a  roll  to  be  made  out  of  the 
Draughts  that  deserted,  since  they  were  received  at 
Fredericksburg,  which  I  here  enclose  your  Honor, 
that  you  have  it  advertised,  if  you  shall  think  it 
proper. 

Although  my  Brother's  affairs  have  been  long  in 
an  unsettled  state ;  and  I  am  nearly  interested  in 
having  them  properly  adjusted,  and  which  cannot 
be  done  without  my  presence,  being  one  of  the 
Executors  ;  yet  I  did  not  purpose  when  I  asked 
leave,  nor  ever  intended  to  be  absent,  but  at  some 
favorable  time,  when  the  Service  cou'd  admit  of  it 
without  any  detriment. 

In  mine  of  the  27th  ultimo,  I  enclosed  your  Honor 
Doctr.  Ross's  (commissary  for  the  Maryland  troops) 
letter,  relating  to  the  provisions  at  Ft  Cumberland ; 
and  desired  your  Honor's  instnictions  on  that  head. 
Since  which  the  enclosed,  on  the  same  subject,  came 
to  my  hand. 

As  Mr.  Atkin,  will  not  agree  to  part  with  any  of  the 
Dutch  blankets  which  came  up  for  the  Indians,  to  re- 
place those  of  the  Regiments,  which  Colo.  Stephen 
injudiciously  gave  away,  I  shall  be  at  a  great  loss, 
not  having  a  Blanket  left  And  unless  they  can  be 
sent  up  soon  from  Wllliamsburgh,  I  shou'd  be  glad 
to  receive  orders  to  send  for  the*n  to  Pennsylvania. 

1  am,  &C. 
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TO  COLONEL    STANWIX. 

15  JnJr.  1751. 

Dear  Sir, 

Your  obliging  favor  of  the  i  ith  instant  I  received 
this  morning.  It  will  seem  odd  to  send  you  three 
letters  under  one  cover,  and  those  so  widely  differing 
in  their  dates : — But  the  truth  only  shall  account 
for  it. 

Mr.  Atkin  has  told  me  day  after  day,  since  the 
date  of  my  first,  that  his  Express  would  go  oflf  the 
next  morning, — as  he  would  the  preceding  evening 
be  able  to  finish  his  despatches  to  you.  This  pre- 
vented my  enquiring  after  any  other  conveyance,  and 
is  the  cause  of  the  delay  of  my  letters  'till  now. 

Militia,  you  will  find,  Sir,  will  never  answer  your 
expectation — no  dependence  is  to  be  placed  upon 
them ;  They  are  obstinate  and  perverse, — they  are 
often  e^ed  on  by  the  Officers,  who  lead  them  to  acts 
of  disobedience,  and,  when  they  are  ordered  to  cer- 
tain posts  for  the  security  of  stores,  or  the  protection 
of  the  Inhabitants,  will,  on  a  sudden,  resolve  to  leave 
them,  and  the  united  vigilance  of  their  officers  can 
not  prevent  them. 

Instances  of  the  above  nature  I  have  now  before 
me,  which  put  me  to  some  difficulty. 

No  man  I  conceive  was  ever  worse  plagued  than  I 
have  been  with  the  Draughts  that  were  sent  from  the 
several  counties  in  this  Government,  to  complete  its 
Regiment :  out  of  400  that  were  received  at  Fred- 
ericksburgh,  and  at  this  place,  114  have  deserted, 
notwithstanding  every    precaution,    except    absolute 
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confinement  has  been  used  to  prevent  this  infamous 
practice.  I  have  used  the  most  vigorous  measures  to 
apprehend  those  fellows  who  escaped  from  hence 
(which  amounted  to  about  30)  and  have  succeeded  so 
well  that  they  are  taken  with  the  loss  of  one  of  their 
men.  and  a  Soldier  wounded.  I  have  a  Gallows 
near  40  feet  high  erected  (which  has  terrified  the  rest 
exceedingly),  and  I  am  determined  if  I  can  be  justi- 
fied in  the  proceeding,  to  hang  two  or  three  on  it,  as 
an  example  to  others. 

An  affair  has  happened  at  this  place,  which  may,  I 
apprehend,  be  productive  of  verj'  unhappy  conse- 
quences ;  it  is  this :  About  6  days  ago,  came  to  this 
town,  from  Chota,  in  the  Cherokee  Nation,  ten  In- 
dians; some  of  whom  call  themselves  Mingo's  tribe 
of  the  Six  Nations  ;  others  Cherokees.  &c  But  as 
they  gave  no  good  account  of  their  intentions,  Mr. 
Atkin  suspected  their  loyalty  ;  and  taking  them  for 
Spies,  has  caused  them  to  be  put  in  close  confine- 
ment, in  which  they  now  remain. 

This  procedure  greatly  alarmed  and  at  the  same 
time  exasperated  about  12  Cherokees,  who  were  at 
this  place  and  knew  all  the  prisoners :  and  has 
obliged  Mr.  Atkin  to  send  an  Express  to  the  South 
Branch  to  bring  Outassity  down,  who  now  lies  sick 
there,  to  clear  the  matter  up.  He  is  not  yet  arrived. 
—Nineteen  Indians  and  the  Officers  I  mentioned  in 
my  last,  marched  from  Fort  Cumberland  the  9th  in- 
stant, for  Ft.  Duquesne.  By  their  return  I  hope  I 
shall  receive  some  intelligence  worth  transmitting  to 
you.     At  present  we  are  pretty  peaceable. 
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The  Philadelphia  post,   which   formerly  came  to" 
this  place,  being  stopped,  prevents  our  hearing  any  for- 
eign news  ;  but  what  are  transmitted  in  the  channel 
of  friendly  Letters.      We  greatly  regret  the  loss  of 
this  post,  and  wou'd  gladly  keep  it  up  by  private  sul 
scription,  from  this  toCarlylcif  it  comes  that  length.'' 


TO  GOVERNOR  SHARPE. 


vMx  Jnljr.  I7S7. 


Sir, 

I  have  undoubted  intelligence  that  many  Deserters 
from  the  Virginia  Regiment  are  gone  to,  and  are  har 
bored  and  protected  in  several  counties  of  your  prov- 
ince, especially  Baltimore  County,  under  the  specious 
pretext  of  their  unjust  detention,  after  the  expiration, 
of  the  time,  which,  the  Deserters  (I  learn)  preten< 
was  limited  when  they  enlisted. — Anditwwin  author- 
ity, either  from  an  ill  placed  compassion,  or  from  that 
spirit  of  opposition  to  the  service,  which  is  too  prev- 
alent  through  the  Continent — have  not  only  coun- 
tenanced those  Deserters,  but  made  use  of  your 
Excellency's  name  for  that  purpose  ;  as  you  may  ob- 

'  The  ?(i9t-oi!ii.'e  of  th«  Coloaici  wa*  >I  ihii  time  under  the  nwniceBeat  of 
Fmnblin  inil  Colonel  John  Hunter,  and  Itt  tcrvlce  extended  ftcaa  Goorf^  lo 
New  Hampshire.  'I'lie  Asscmlily  of  l'ou>»)^lTani&,  vrheti  Bnxldoclc  nuidied 
vfcji,  had  established  a  special  post  from  Wiiwhaiei  to  Philiidclphu.  "  (or  ihe 
accommodmion  of  the  army  chiefly";  but  as  early  as  Auguit,  1756,  FnnUJn 
hail  given  notice  iliai  it  musi  be  diiicontinued  unless  supported  bf  gnnU  ftoa 
M»rylaiid  and  Virginia. — Franklin,  IVaris.  ii..  470.  Governor  Dem;  d 
rennsylvunia,  os^ciled  that  Frnnlilin  look  advantage  of  his  officiaJ  position  to 
eircutaie  his  newspaper  and  receive  intelligence  free,  "  which  he  may  inalii 
lilt  best  or  waist  use  of  in  the  preient  ntuation  of  ttbifs." — Prtm.  Cfimui 
Kttonis,  vii.,  447. 
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serve  by  the  enclosed,  (a  copy  of  the  original  is  in 
my  possession.) 

I  am  quite  certain,  that  no  orders  have  been  issued, 
since  I  have  been  honored  with  the  command  of  this 
Regiment,  to  enlist  for  any  limited  term,  and  Captn. 
Gist  (upon  whom  the  Deserters  would  fix  this  charge) 
declares  on  his  honor,  that  he  never  mentioned  limit- 
ing their  time  of  Service  in  any  other  way  than  this, 
that  they  should  be  discharged  at  the  conclusion  of 
the  War  or  Expedition,  which  might  possibly  be 
ended  in  6  or  8  months  : — which  could  be  deemed 
nothing  more  than  one  of  those  little  subterfuges 
which,  from  the  disagreeable  nature  ol  the  Recruiting 
Service,  has,  at  some  junctures  been  considered 
necessary- :  Though  I  must  still  think,  [it]  would 
come  with  a  better  grace,  from  a  Sergeant,  than  a 
commissioned  Officer. 

I  am  sure,  from  your  Excellency's  good  sense,  ex- 
perience, and  knowledge  in  military  affairs,  that  you 
have  given  no  decision  in  this  affair,  without  a  proper 
enquiry,  which  cou'd  not  well  be  made  without  the 
attendance  of  those  who  recruited  the  Deserters;  and 
that  Magistrates  have,  from  the  report  of  the  De- 
serters, afforded  them  this  unjustifiable  protection. 
As  this  is  the  point  of  view  in  which  It  appears  to  me  ; 
I  have  ordered  Ensign  Fell,  (who  assisted  in  recruit- 
ing them)  to  wait  on  Vour  Excellency  ;  and  request 
you  wou'd  be  pleased  to  have  the  affair  enquired 
into ;  that  if  the  allegations  of  the  Deserters  be 
false,  you  will  please  to  give  such  orders  as  will 
enable  me  to  have  them  apprehended  and  If  they  are 
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well  grounded,  that  I  may  havcCaptn.  Gist's  condue 
for  disobedience  of  orders,  enquired  into. 

I  judge  this  step  necessary  to  be  taken,  previously 
to  my  laying  the  affair  before  the  Commander  in 
Chief,  therefore  hope  His  Excellency  will  forgive 
this  trouble  from  him  who  has  the  honor  of  being 
with  great  respect,  &c.' 


GENERAL  INSTRUCTIONS  TO   ALL 
OF  COMPANIES. 
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THE  CAPTAINS 

3Vfc  Jflr.  i7!7. 
Gentlemkk, 

The  principal  ctu]  proposed  in  sending  you  to  the  post  to  whic 
you  ate  ordered  is  to  protect  the  Inhabitants  of  ihofic  parts,  and 
to  keep  them  if  possible  easy  and  quiet. 

!  injoin  it  upon  you,  therefore,  to  use  every  means  which  you 
and  your  officers  shall  judge  advisable,  to  antkwcr  this  salutary 
purpose  -particularly  by  keeping  out  constant  scouting  parties ; 
who  with  diligence  care  and  precaution,  arc  to  range  all  ihost 
parts  ibro'  which  the  Enemy  make  their  inroads  :  and,  vrhea  the 
enemy  draw  near  the  Quarter  you  are  in,  to  exert  your  ntmost 
efioris  in  preventing  tlic  inhabitants  from  suffering,  by  giving 
them  all  the  intelligence  you  can  of  their  danger,  and  by 
endeavouring  lo  cover  them,  by  way-laying  those  defiles,  thro' 
which  the  enemy  are  most  likely  to  pass,  before  they  can  pene- 
trate into  the  Inhabitants. 

These  parties  are  to  consist  of  such  numbers  as  the  service  may 
require,  and  your  circumstances  with  admit.  But  in  general  I 
wou'd  have  a  third  part  of  your  well  men  and  an  officer  (fre- 
quently,  if  not  always  to  command  ;  altho'  he  may  judge  the 
party  too  small  for  his  rank.) 

Vou  are  by  no  means  to  impress  Horses,  yourself,  or  licence 
any  [terson  or  persons  under  your  command  to  do  it — except  b 

'  Upon  the  receipt  of  ihis  Ictler  Govemor  Sharpe  lit  once  itaucd  ctrcultf 
In  HI  met  [ails  ualiing  u]>i>ii  "  all  anil  evury  (it  llic  ufik'cta.  bolh  civil  lUid  BUllUry 
iu  BaliimoK  County  '*  (o  u$«  ihcit  besi  cntlearoni  in  sccoriac  the  dctenen. 
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cases  of  necessity  and  where  the  Tntcresl  of  the  Service  indispcn- 
labty  re<tuires  it  for  Expresses,  &c,  and  then  you  arc  to  be 
careful  in  seeing  that,  as  soon  as  the  service  is  perfonned,  they  be 
immediately  returned  to  their  proper  owners  in  good  order; 
paying  the  hire  of  tbem,  or  else  to  give  a  certificate,  specifying 
for  what  service  they  were  pressed,  and  how  long  employed 
in  it. 

Vou  are  not  to  accommodate  any  Indians,  that  may  happen  to 
pass  your  way,  wnth  Horses,  unless  it  be  upon  extraordinary  cases, 
Dor  arc  you  to  hold  any  Conferences  with  tbcm  upon  Busineu, 
only  on  such  poiDts  as  relate  lo  the  Service  in  which  yoti  are 
immediately  engaged.  Neither  are  you  to  attempt  making 
Treaties  with  them,  or  lo  make  them  presents,  promises,  &c,  or 
any  liquor,  but  in  a  very  sparing  manner. 

If  at  any  lime  or  upon  any  occasion,  you  shou*d  pay  away 
money  for  contingent  Ezpenccs,  you  arc  lo  lake  receipts  for 
them,  ascertaining  the  sum,  &  for  what  service  paid ;  and  keep 
an  exact  accompi  thereof,  in  order  to  lay  it  before  me,  or  any 
other  person  whom  the  Government  may  think  proper  to  substi- 
tute.— And  ail  Services  done  the  public  for  which  you  do  not  pay 
ready  money,  you  are  lo  give  certificates,  setliQg  forth  the  nature 
and  causes  thereof,  as  aforesaid.  And  all  3ccom|)t5  relative  to 
provisions  you  are  to  settle  with  the  Commissar>'  or  agents  whom 
tbc  Governor  shall  appoint  and  all  that  relate  to  your  own  and 
company's  pay,  with  the  pay-master. 

Vou  are  to  take  care  that  only  one  pound  of  flour,  and  the  like 
quantity  of  meal,  be  delivered  to  each  man  per  day,  and  that  no 
more  women  draw  provisions,  than  in  proportion  as  6  to  too 
men. 

You  must  prevent  any  provisions  issuing  without  a  written  order 
frani  yourself,  or  the  officer  commanding  in  your  absence — To 
have  regular  returns  made  out  for  that  purpose — To  cause  all 
provisions  to  be  exactly  weighed,  &c. 

You  are  to  use  every  imaginable  precaution  lo  prevent  irregular 
sutUing,  licentious  swearing,  and  all  other  unbecoming  irregulari- 
ties— and  to  neglect  no  pains  or  diligence  in  training  your  men 
(when  off  duty)  to  the  true  use  and  exercise  of  their  arms ;  and 
teaching  them  in  all  other  respects,  the  duties  of  their  profession 
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Be  particulatly  cjucfiil  in  seeing  thai  they  take  proper  care  of 
their  clothes  and  accoulrcmcols  ;  which  you  arc  to  do,  by  inspect- 
ing; narrowly  every  Saturday  at  least,  into  their  order  ;  & 
(uraishin);  and  making  stoppages  from  those  who  have  lost,  «old,' 
or  otherwise  made  away  with,  or  abuted  their  things,  till  (uU 
repanuion  is  had. 

'ITiat  this  piece  of  duty  may  be  conducted  with  case  ;  dividi 
your  men  into  as  many  squads  as  there  are  Sergeants, — and  make 
it  the  duty  of  each  Sergeant  (who  is  to  keep  the  Roll  of  their 
necessaries  for  thai  purpose)  to  see  that  the  men  of  his  squad 
have  their  clothes,  arms,  and  accoutrements  always  together,  aod 
in  good  order.  This  method  1  recommend  as  an  alleviation 
bat  not  an  excuse  for  the  officers  to  neglect  this  duty  tlicmielvci 

I  also  desire  that  the  greatest  regularity  may  be  constant!; 
observed  in  relieving  the  Guards,  the  Sentries,  and  all  other 
parts  of  ceremonious  duty.  That  the  men  may  not  by  neglect- 
ing this,  contract  bad  habits,  but  rather  thro'  a  strict  obscivancc^ 
become  intimately  acquainted  with,  and  knowing  in  their  duly. 
And  as  !  wou'd  have  the  whole  regiment  tho'  never  so  much 
divided  at  present,  pursue  the  same  system  of  discipline,  even  in 
the  most  minute  punctilios.  You  are  to  send  an  alert  Sergeant  oi 
Corporal  and  two  or  three  men,  fit  for  the  Drill,  to  this  place  to 
be  perfected  therein,  who,  on  their  return,  are  to  instruct  the  rest 
of  your  Command. 

I  recommend  it  to  you,  likewise,  and  in  the  strongest  terms,  that 
you  and  the  officers  under  your  command,  do  make  yourselves 
master  of  the  necessary  salutes. 

You  are  to  give  in  an  exact  size,  and  necessary  rule  of  your  coi 
pany  and  to  see  that  no  non-commisstoned  Otlicer  or  Soldier  is 
ever  provided  with  less  than  3  good  shirts,  two  pair  of  good 
Stockings,  and  one  pair  of  good  Shoes,  and  that  the  initial  letters 
of  their  names  are  marked  upon  their  ammunition,  clothes,  and 
accoutrements,  which  you  must  cause  to  be  entered  in  a  Book 
kept  for  that  purpuse,  to  prevent  their  swapping  and  changing 
their  things.  You  are  also  to  be  vastly  careful  in  making  them 
preserve  their  Regimentals,  and  to  make  them  appear  always 
neat  and  clean,  and  soldier-like — especially  when  they  are  upon 
Duty. 
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You  are  to  transmit  mc  the  most  exact  and  regular  returns, 
made  out  once  a  month,not  only  of  the  strength  of,  and  alterations 
in,  jrour  company  (or  command)  but  also  of  the  arra^,  ammunition, 
clothes,  and  stores,  carefully  examined  by  yourself,  to  prevent 
such  egregious  mistakes  as  often  happen  thro'  the  negligence 
of  the  Officers  in  trusting  to  the  Scrgeaots,  as,  upon  f.iilure  herein, 
you  may  depend  upon  being  relieved  and  tried  for  disobedience 
of  orders. 

V'ou  are  also  to  hold  me  duly  advised  of  all  material  occur- 
reDCcG  in  your  Quarter.  You  are  not  to  give  furloughs  to  more 
than  one  Soldier  at  a  time,  unless  some  panicular  cause  requires 
it,  and  then  you  arc  to  insert  the  reasons  and  time  of  their  absence 
at  the  foot  of  your  return,  if  iliey  should  not  hapfien  to  lie  present 
U  the  time  it  is  made.  Shou'd  any  of  your  men  desert,  you  arc  to 
use  your  utmost  endeavours  in  having  them  apprehended :  and 
whatever  expencc  you  arc  al,  over  aod  above  what  the  country 
allowrs,  is  to  be  deducted  from  the  pay  of  such  offending  Soldiers, 
if  they  shou'd  happen  to  be  taken. 

Each  Deserter  is  advertised  al  40;.  reward,  and  more,  when 
oilier  aggravating  circumstances  accompany  his  desertion. 

I  expect  you  will  take  great  pains  to  make  your  Soldiers  good 
marks-men  by  teaching  ihcm  tn  shoot  at  Targets. 

1  have  been  thus  particular  in  my  Instructions  to  you,  because 
1  expect  the  most  punctual  obedience  will  be  paid  to  them :  be- 
ing deterRiined  not  to  overlook  neglects  of  duty  in  any, — but  to 
act  witli  the  utmost  strictness  (agreeably  to  the  Instructions  which 
1  am  honored  with  from  the  Governor) :  and  therefore,  10  order 
to  enable  you  to  support  a  proper  command  : — 

I  hereby  require,  that  you  do  put  any  officer  under  arrest 
whom  you  shall  find  negli{;ent  iu  his  duty,  or  misbehaving  as 
a  Gentleman,  and  either  enquire  into  his  conduct  with  your 
own  Officers  (in  order  to  a  further  examination  at  this  place, 
or  send  him  here,  (at  once)  for  that  purpose. 

And  I  do  hereby  direct  you  to  hold  courts  martial  for  trying 
and  punishing  non-commissioned  ofBcers  and  soldiers  (Without 
which  the  former  arc  not  to  be  broke,  and  after  which,  by  do 
means  to  be  reinstated,  nor  new  ones  appointed,  without  my 
Approbation.)     In  all  other  respects  you  are  to  govern  yourselves 
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exactly  agreeable  to  the  articles  of  War,  and  (he  rules  and  cust 
of  the  Army. 

Pennit  me  before  I  finish  (and  now  that  the  companies 
formed  for  service,  and  agreeable  to  order)  to  recorameod — and 
I  do  in  the  strongest  manner  I  can  (o  you  and  your  Officers, — to 
devote  some  part  of  your  leisure  hours  to  the  study  of  your  pro- 
fession, a  knowlcdRc  in  which  cannot  be  attained  without  applica- 
tion ;  nor  any  merit  or  applause  to  be  atchieved  without  a  certain 
knowledge  thereof.  Discipline  is  the  soul  of  an  army. — It  makes 
sm^tl  numbers  formidable ;  procures  success  to  the  weak,  and 
esteem  to  all ;  and  may,  in  a  peculiar  manner  to  us,  who  are  id 
the  way  to  be  joined  to  Regulars  in  a  very  short  time,  and  of 
distinguishing  Ihro'  this  means,  from  otner  Provincials, 

Vou  are  to  be  at  no  expcnce  in  building  or  repairing  old  wor! 
without  first  apprizing  me  (hereof,  because  the  money  appropri' 
ated  to  that  purpose  is  expended.  The  safety  and  convenience 
of  soldiers  render  it  a  duty  upon  (hem  to  repair  the  works,  and 
make  lodgments  for  themselves,  I  wou'd  therefore  have  yo« 
obscr>-e  this,  and  act  conformably  to  it. 


of 
m>     1 


TO    COLONEL 


STANWIX. 
FoiT  Loudoun,  30  July, 


Dear  Sik, 

My  former  letters  would  infoim  you   how  Httl^ 
share  I  had  in  confining  the  Indians  in  the  public 
jail  .It  this  place. 

Mr.  Atkin,  in  his  Majesty's  name,  applied  to  me 
as  commanding  officer  for  aid  to  secure  these  people, 
which  I  thereupon  did,  but  not  without  first  repre- 
senting the  consequences,  that  might  and  in  some 
measure  really  did  happen.  This  step  was  no  sooner 
taken,  than  the  Cherokees  in  town,  about  twenty-two 
in  number,  despatched  a  runner  to  inform  their  peo- 
ple, that  the  English  had  fallen  upon  their  brethren, 
and  desired  that  they  (the  Cherokees)  would  stand 
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upon  their  defence.  Another  runner,  you  are  sensi- 
ble, went  to  Carlisle  to  inform  the  warriors  there  of 
it,  who  returned  fully  resolved  to  rescue  the  prison- 
ers, or  die  in  the  attempt.  The  former  they  did,  and 
were  so  enraged  with  Mr.  Atkin,  that  they  would 
hold  no  conference  with  him  the  next  day,  when  he 
sent  to  desire  it,  till  they  had  first  been  with  me  for 
information.  I  took  great  pains  to  convince  them, 
that  it  was  a  mistake,  and  happily  succeeded.  They 
readily  agreed  to  send  an  Indian  with  an  express, 
whom  I  might  procure,  to  their  nation  to  prevent  a 
massacre  of  all  the  traders  and  white  people  there, 
which  they  looked  upon  as  inevitable,  except  timely 
measures  were  taken  to  prevent  it. 

Out  o(  the  great  number  of  drafts  that  have  de- 
serted from  us,  we  have  been  able  to  apprehend 
twenty-two  ;  of  whom  two  were  hanged  on  Thursday 
last'  The  eight  companies  now  remaining  in  Vir- 
ginia are  completed  to  about  eighty,  rank  and  file; 
four  commanding  officers,  four  sergeants,  and  two 
drummers,  and  arc  all  marched  to  the  several  posts 
assigned  them. 

The  commission,  which  I  have  received  from  Gov- 
ernor Dinwiddle,  to  hold  general  courts-martial,  is 
very  long,  and  rather  a  repetition  of  the  act  I 
should  be  obliged,  if  you  would  let  me  know  whether 
this  be  right  or  not.     I  took  the  liberty  in  a  letter  of 

the to  ask  leave  to  be  absent  about  twelve  or 

fourteen  days,  if  circumstances  in  this  quarter  would 


■  "  YoDT  ilnrsor  vill,  I  hope,  excuse  mjr  hinpne  inilead  o\  ihoctinf  them. 
Il  coiinynl  much  mure  terror  to  olhen.  anil  it  ww  for  eaoinplc  wke  lh*l  are 
did  it."—/'*  Dinviddit.  3  Aug.,  I7i7. 
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permit,  but  having  heard  nothing  from  you  since, 
am  inclined  to  address  you  again  on  that  head,  be-'' 
cause  the  ist  of  August  is  the  time  appointed  for^ 
the  meeting  of  the  executors  (of  which  1  am  one)  of 
an  estate  that  I  am  much  interested  in  a  dividend  ofJ 
and  have  sufTcred  much  already  by  the  unsettled  state 
it  has  remained  in.     This  estate  does  not  lie  more, 
than  a  day's  journey  from  this  place,  so  that  I  couU 
return  very  quickly,  if  occasion  required  It 

P.  S.     Since  writing  the  above  I  have  received  the" 
enclosed  from  Captn.  McKenzie.     Captn.  Waggentr 
just  before  with  upwards  of  lOO  men,  had  marched 
to  the  place  he  speaks  of,  to  strengthen  the  garrisons 
on  the  Branch.     1  have  sent  him  orders  to  select 
good  company  (if  the  enemy  still  remain  there)  and 
use  his  best  endeavors  to  fall  in  with  their  encamj 
ment ;  and  I  am  certain  he  will  neglect  no  means  te 
accomplish  it     1  have  also  advice  from  the  southern 
frontiers  of  Augusta  County,  that  the  Indians  ha\ 
appeared,   and  done  some   mischief.      Major    Lcwis^ 
with  a  detachment  of  250  men  (including  a  company, 
of  50  already  in  those   parts)   marched   to  occupj 
Voss's  and  Dickinson's  forts,  and  to  repel  the  enemj 
if  they  still  continued  to  commit  depredations. 


TO    GOVERNOR    DINWIDDIE. 

FoBT  I,opnouN,  »j  Av^iut,  1757. 


Sir, 

Your  favor  of  the  13th  by  Mr.  Boyd.  I  have  re-' 
ceived.  The  drafts  from  Lunenburg  are  arrived,  to, 
the  number  of  sixteen,  which  does  not  replace  the 
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soldiers,  that  have  deserted  since  my  last,  so  preva- 
lent is  this  infamous  practice  yet.  The  drafts,  when 
they  were  divided  among  the  eight  companies  in 
July,  completed  them  to  eighty-six  rank  and  file  ; 
and  there  remained  over  and  above  forty  workmen, 
which  I  detained  at  this  place,  as  mentioned  in  a 
former  letter. 

What  the  strength  of  the  companies  is  just  at  this 
time,  I  am  no  more  able  to  say,  (not  knowing  what 
casualties  may  have  happened  since,)  than  I  am  to 
send  your  Honor  a  return  of  the  regiment,  which  is 
impossible  to  do  till  1  get  my  returns  from  the  sev- 
eral ou t- posts ;  and  that,  I  believe  your  Honor  must 
be  sensible,  is  difficult  and  precarious,  dispersed  as 
the  regiment  is.  I  have  given  express  orders,  how- 
ever, that  those  returns  shall  be  made  to  me  as  regu- 
larly as  the  nature  of  things  will  admit,  and  I  shall 
not  be  wanting  in  my  duty  to  forward  them,  nor  shall 
I  delay  to  send  the  companies'  size-rolls,  when  they 
come  to  my  hands,  and  I  have  directed  these  last  also 
to  be  made  out  and  sent  to  me,  carefully  examined. 

The  enclosed  is  a  copy  of  a  report  made  to  me  by 
two  officers,  who  were  instructed  to  inspect  into  the 
state  of  the  provisions  at  Fort  Cumberland.  Mr. 
Kennedy,  who  was  entrusted  with  the  care  of  these 
provisions,  is  now  there  repacking  and  pickling  them  ; 
and  when  he  has  finished,  I  shall  endeavour  to  do 
the  best  I  can  with  them,  but  despair  of  turning  them 
to  the  least  advantage. 

A  letter,  which  I  received  a  few  days  ago  from 
Captain  Waggencr  advises,  that  the  enemy  appeared 
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upon  the  Branch,  not  far  from  his  neighbourhood, 
(their  numbers  uncertain,)  and  killed  men,  and  cap- 
tivated others,  without  his  being  able  to  meet  wi 
them.    On  Sunday  last,  a  small  party  of  five  Ch 
okees,  who  came  here  a  few  days  ago.  set  out  to  w 

Your  Monor  having  asked  my  opinion  concerning' 
recruiting,  I  shall  give  it  candidly  as  follows.  I  be- 
lieve, unless  wc  are  permitted  to  enlist  ser\'ants,  we 
should  spend  much  time  to  little  purpose  in  this  ser- 
vice ;  There  is  such  a  spirit  of  opposition  prevailing 
in  one  sort  of  people,  and  so  little  spirit  of  any  kind 
in  another.  I  never  thought,  in  the  most  distant 
degree,  of  recruiting  for  the  additional  companies, 
till  the  others  were  complete ;  nor  should  I  have 
mentioned  that  but  thinking  it  was  required  by  act 
of  Assembly. 

As  your  Honor  were  pleased  to  leave  to  my  dis- 
cretion to  punish  or  pardon  the  criminals,  I  have 
resolved  on  the  latter,  since  I  find  example  of  so  lit- 
tle weight,  and  since  those  poor  unhappy  criminals 
have  undergone  no  small  pain  of  body  and  mind,  in 
a  dark  prison,  closely  ironed. 

I  have  filled  up  a  commission  for  Sergeant  Feint.' 
and  will  send  it  to  him  by  the  first  safe  conveyance. 
Colonel  Stanwix,  I  am  told  (the  truth  of  which  I 
doubt),  is  marched  to  the  northward.  I  have  no  ac- 
count from  him  these  four  weeks. 

Mr.  Boyd,  (whom  I  have  spoken  to  on  the  matter,) 
conceives,  there  will  be  no  money  left  for  contingent 
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•  Sergeant   Fcnl.  who  had  recently  csMpeiJ  from   Fort  Du  Queine. 
Dovcinar  detcrilicd  him  as  "  i  well-behaved  man." 
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expenses,  when  he  has  paid  the  troops.  I  shall  do 
as  your  Honor  directs,  with  regard  to  escorting  Mr. 
Boyd  to  Augusta,  and  ordering  officers  to  wait  upon 
him  at  this  place,  however  inconvenient  it  prove  to 
the  service. 

Nothing  remarkable  has  happened,  for  which  rea- 
son I  have  nothing  particular  to  add.  I  must  beg 
leave,  however,  before  I  conclude,  to  obser\'e  in  justi- 
fication of  my  own  conduct,  that  it  is  with  pleasure  I 
receive  reproof,  when  reproof  is  due,  because  no  per- 
son can  be  readier  to  accuse  me,  than  I  am  to  ac- 
knowledge an  error,  when  I  am  guilty  of  one  ;  nor 
more  desirous  for  atoning  for  a  crime,  when  I  am 
sensible  of  having  committed  it.  But,  on  the  other 
hand,  it  is  with  concern  I  remark,  that  my  best  en- 
deavors lose  their  reward,  and  that  my  conduct,  al- 
though I  have  uniformly  studied  to  make  it  as 
unexceptionable  as  I  could,  does  not  appear  to  you 
in  a  favorable  point  of  light.'  Otherwise  your  Honor 
would  not  have  accused  me  of  loose  behaviour  and 
remissness  of  duty,  in  matters  where,  t  believe,  I  have 
rather  exceeded  than  fallen  short  of  it.  This,  I  think, 
is  evidently  the  case  in  speaking  of  I  ndian  Affairs  at  all 
after  being  instructed  in  very  express  terms,  not  to  have 
any  concern  with  or  "  management  of  Indian  affairs." 
This  has  caused  me  to  forbear  mentioning  of  Indians 

'  In  the  IcUer  to  which  lliii  wiu  on  answer,  the  Govcmor  hnd  used  mnch 
(fccdom  of  compUInl  and  cciuure.  "You  hnve  tent  «  dcluvhiiieiit  fioni  lh« 
rapatBl  10  Augual>,"  he  oIiBcrvcd.  "but  ^n  do  not  mention  the  number ;  cor 
do  yon  mmtton  the  teceipl  of  the  tmoll  armii  lent  from  this :  nor  *ny  accouni 
of  the  ml(undcraun<tini;  wtih  ihe  lixllaitt  at  Win<he$Ief.  Vou  mud  al1i)w  iht< 
U  B  ioote  way  of  writing,  nml  il  u  yout  duly  to  be  more  pwliculoi  lo  tne." 
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in  any  of  my  letters  to  your  Honor  of  late,  and 
leave  the  misunderstanding,  which  you  speak  of, 
tween  Mr.  Atkin  and  the  Indians,  to  the  former 
relate,  knowing  that  he  maintained  a  correspondence 
with  your  Honor  on  matters  relative  to  his  office. 
But,  with  regard  to  the  accompts,  when  he  woulttH 
have  nothing  to  do  with  them,  and  when  I  was 
hourly  importuned  for  the  payment,  and  knew  I  had 
not  the  means  to  do  it,  what  could  I  do  less  than 
promise  the  people,  that  I  would  recommend  their 
cases  to  your  Honor,  in  hopes  that  you  would  ap- 
point a  person,  in  whom  you  could  confide,  to  lake 
in  and  pay  oflf  their  accompts.  as  1  always  looked 
upon  it  as  a  duty  distinct  from  mine,  and  therefore  J 
was  unwilling  to  intermeddle  in  the  affair?  |^| 

1  really  thought  it  unnecessar)'  to  say  more,  than 
that  "  the  detachment  destined  for  Augusta  was 
marched,"  because  your  Honor  gave  me  a  copy  of 
the  council  held  at  Philadelphia,  which  directed  one 
hundred  and  fifty  men  to  be  posted  at  Dickinson': 
and  one  hundred  at  Voss's,  which  direction  I  ob^ 
served,  and  thought  it  would  be  sufficiently  under- 
stood  when  1  wrote  as  above. 

I    should  have  acknowledged  the   receipt  of  thi 
arms,  had  they  come,  but  they  were  not  arrived  when 
my  last  was  wrote  ;  which  obliged  me  to  disarm  the 
men  that  remained  here,  tn  order  to  supply  those  who 
marched,   rather   than   detain   them,   as  I   had  sent 
wagons  to  Falmouth  to  bring  'em  from  thence.    Ho 
ever,  if  I  have  erred  in  these  points,  I  am  sorrj' 
it,  and  shall  endeavor  for  the  future  to  be  as  parti 
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ular  and  satisfactory,  in  my  accounts  of  these  things, 
as  possible.     1  am,  &c 


^ 


TO  GOVERNOR  DINWIDDIE. 


Fort  Loudoun.  17  Sepiember,  I7S7- 


Sir, 

Your  favor  of  the  2d  instant  camu  safe  to  hand, 
and  Jenkins's  sickness  has  prevented  my  answering 
it  sooner. 

I  apprehend  that  thirteen  of  the  twenty-nine  drafts 
from  Lunenburg  have  deserted,  as  sixteen  only  have 
arrived  here,  and  I  have  no  accounts  of  any  more 
being  upon  the  march.  Your  Honor  may  obserx'e 
by  the  enclosed  list  of  deserters,  all  of  whom  have 
left  the  regiment  since  the  last  return  I  sent,  and 
after  having  received  too  their  clothes,  arms,  and 
bounty  money,  how  prevalent  still  is  that  infamous 
practice  among  the  dastardly  drafts,  especially  at  this 
garrison,  where  I  indulge  them  in  every  thing  but 
idleness,  and  in  /Aa(  I  cannot,  the  nature  of  the  work 
requiring  the  contrarj*.  Lenity,  so  far  from  produ- 
cing its  desired  effects,  rather  emboldens  them  in 
these  villainous  undertakings.  One  of  those  who 
were  condemned  to  be  hanged,  deserted  immediately 
upon  receiving  his  pardon.  In  short,  they  tire  my 
patience,  and  almost  weary  me  to  death.  The  ex- 
pense of  pursuing  them  is  very  considerable,  and  to 
suffer  them  to  escape,  without  aiming  at  pursuit,  is 
but  giving  up  the  point,  altho'  we  have  had  but  little 
success  of  late. 
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The  uncertain  and  difficult  communication  with  thc^H 
out-posts  must  apologize  for  my  not  sending  you  a 
return  of  our  strength  for  August.  For  the  second 
month  will  always  be  far  advanced,  before  I  can  get 
in  the  returns  of  the  preceding,  as  the  latter  must  be 
first  expired,  before  the  returns  can  be  made  out,  and 
then  some  of  them  are  to  come  two  hundred  and  fifty 
miles,  and  great  part  of  that  distance  thro'  an  unio; 
habited  countrj'. 

If  special  messengers  are  always  sent  with  th 
returns,  it  will  be  a  pretty  considerable  expense, 
should   therefore  be  glad  if  your   Honor  would 
pleased  to  direct,  whether  they  are  to  be  sent  to  me 
express,  or  to  embrace  the  best  conveyance  withou 
In  the  one  case,  as  1  before  said,  there  must  be  a 
constant  expense,  and  in  the  other,  great  uncertaint)'. 
By  the  enclosed  for  July,  your  Honor  will  see  that 
our  total    strength    amounted    to   six    hundred    and 
ninety-nine  ;  but,  as  there  happened  many  changes 
and  casualties  in  that  month,  by  reason  of  the  drafts 
joining,   deserting,    and   the   companies    not    being 
properly  formed,  this  return  will,  I  apprehend,  appear 
confused  and   irregular.      Our  present  strength,  I 
guess,  is  about  seven  hundred.     Major  Lewis  did,  as 
he  wrote  your  Honor,  march  from  this  place  with 
about  one  hundred  and  forty  men  only  ;  but  then 
Captain  Woodward,  who  also  marched  at  the  same 
time,  with   his  company   from   the   South    Branch, 
joined   him   at   Dickinson's ;   which  with   the   men 
under  Captain  Hog,  formed  a  body  of  something 
more  than  two  hundred  and  fifty  men,  agreeably  to 
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the  number  appointed  at  Philadelphia  for  the  forts  at 
Dickinson's  and  V'oss's. 

I  am  sorrj'  I  did  not  know  it  was  necessary  to  give 
the  name  of  each  officer  of  the  command,  but  shall 
do  it  noWf  and  set  them  down  as  they  are  placed  in 
companies :  Major  Lewis.  Lt  Bullet,  Lt.  Fleming, 
Ensn.  Speake.  Capt.  Woodward.  Lt.  Dangerfieid,  Lt 
Milner,  Ensn.  Sumner,  Capt.  Spotswood,  Lt.  Lomax, 
Lt  Crawford,  Ensn.  Starke. 

The  above  are  the  officers  belonging  to  three 
companies  that  went  to  Augusta.  But  your  Honor 
knows  Capt  Spotswood  was  absent ;  Mr.  Milner  was 
also  absent,  and  has  been  so  at  his  father's  these  ten 
months,  in  a  consumption,  as  I  am  told.  And  I  have 
given  Sergeant  a  commission  and  appointed  him  to 
Woodward's  company,  in  lieu  of  Ensign  Sumner, 
who  is  now  to  join  Capt.  McKenzie's  company. 

As  soon  as  I  was  informed  that  Colo.  Reid  was  to 
supply  the  troops  in  Augusta  with  provisions,  I  ac- 
quainted Major  Lewis  therewith. 

As  there  is  no  addition  made  to  the  drafts,  no  men 
recruited,  and  our  numbers  daily  diminishing  by  de- 
sertion, I  cannot  see  how  you  can  expect  that  I  should 
complete  the  companies  that  are  now  under  90  to  too 
rank  and  file  each,  as  you  mention  in  your  letter. 

I  never  expected,  nor  ever  desired,  that  there 
should  be  an  addition  made  to  the  number  of  those 
persons  appointed  to  transact  public  business,  much 
less  that  there  should  be  one  to  settle  every  little  af- 
fair. I  only  humbly  proposed,  that,  as  Captain  Gist 
was  empowered  with  your  Honor's  approbation  to 


48o 


THE  WRITINGS  OF 


[i7S 


manage  the  Indian  affairs  here,  and  as  he  is  to 
paid  for  that  duty  by  this  colony,  that  he,  as  a  mor 
proper  person  than  myself,  should  take  in  and  adjust 
the  accounts  against  the  Indians  (so  often  mentioned),     , 
as  it  cannot  reasonably  be  supposed  that  I.  who  ai^| 
stripped  of  the  help  I  once  was  allowed  (and  told  that^ 
I  should  be  freed  from  these  things  In  consequence), 
can  turn  my  hands  and  my  thoughts  to  such  a  multi- 
plicity of  business,  as  naturally  arises  out  of  the  vari-     ' 
ety  of  occurrences,  which  are  occasioned  by  our  5call^| 
teredand  detached  situation  and  the  many  extraneous 
concerns  of  the  Indians,    Everj'  person,  who  sees  how 
I  am  employed,  will  readily  testify,  that  very  little 
recreation  falls  to  my  lot     Nevertheless,  if  it  is  your 
Honor's  orders,  that  I  shall  collect  these  accompts,  1 
will  do  it  in  the  best  manner  I  am  able,  and  that  with 
cheerfulness  ;  but  it  will  be  some  time  ere  it  can  b^^ 
accomplished,  as  I  have  turned  them  off  once.  ^^ 

The  Indian  chiefs,  before  they  departed  for  their 
nation,  warmly  solicited  me  for  some  drums  ;  and,  as  I 
I  had  none  but  those  belonging  to  the  regiment,  , 
which  could  not  be  spared.  I  was  obliged  to  promise 
them,  that  I  would  acquaint  your  Honor  with  their 
request,  that  you  might,  if  you  thought  proper,  pro- 
vide them  against  their  return. 

Since  my  last,  the  enemy  returned  to  the  Branch 
where  they  killed  four  men,  wounded  one,  captivated     , 
a  man  and  woman,  and  burned  some  grain,  notwitl^H 
standing  the  utmost  efforts  of  the  troops,  who  are 
constantly  scouting.     The  people  in  that  quarter  are 
terribly  affrighted  by  this  last  eruption,  and  I  fear 
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hardly  be  prevented  from  evacuating  that  valuable 
settlement. 

Enclosed  Is  a  return  of  the  Deputy  Commissary-'s 
return  and  report  of  the  state  of  the  provisions  at 
Fort  Cumberland  and  my  letter  to  Doctr.  Ross  on 
that  subject,  an  answer  to  which  I  hourly  expect.  I 
have  heard  from  second-hand,  that  they  intend  to 
make  no  allowance  for  the  fish  we  left  there,  saying 
they  were  the  King's  fish,  as  they  really  were,  and 
therefore  as  much  theirs  as  ours.  I  should  be  glad 
to  know  your  Honor's  sentiments  on  this  matter.  I 
apprehended  they  would  claim  the  fish  as  a  right,  and 
therefore  when  I  left  Ft,  Cumberland,  to  attend  the 
Committee  in  the  Spring  according  to  order,  directed 
Colo.  Stephen  to  have  them  removed,  which  he  neg- 
lected to  do. 

I  have  received  from  Mr.  Boyd,  notwithstanding 
his  first  declaration  to  me,  /50a  Which,  with  what 
remains  of  the  2000,  shall  be  applied  and  accounted 
for  as  you  direct. 

I  was  obliged  to  detain  ^^250  out  of  the  first  sum 
which  came  up  for  the  companies,  but  can  now  re- 
fund it 

When  your  Honor  is  pleased  to  order  the  vacancy, 
which  Captain  Spotswood '  occasions  to  be  filled  up 
in  the  name  of  Captain  McNeill,  then:. will  be  room 
for  a  lieutenant ;  and  then  if  you  please  to  bestow  it 
on  Mr.  Fairfax,'  I  should  take  it  infinitely  kind,  if  you 
would  oblige  me  so  far  as  to  send  the  commission 


■  Caplain  Spotiivood.  with  a  pany  under  him.  had  been  cul  ol!  b]?  the  [mllant, 
'  WUUam  Ileniy,  Ihe  win  o(  Col.  Faiifu. 
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immediatel)'  from  yourself  to  that  gentleman.'  For 
altho  I  esteem  him  greatly  on  account  of  his  father, 
for  whose  memor)'  and  friendship  I  shall  ever  retain 
a  most  grateful  sense,  yet,  making  him  lieutenanjH 
over  many  old  ensigns,  will  occasion  great  confusion 
in  the  corps,  and  bring  censure  on  me  ;  for  the  officers 
will  readily  conceive,  that  my  friendship  and  partiality 
for  the  family  were  the  causes  of  it  If  Mr.  Fairfax 
would  accept  of  an  ensigncy,  the  matter  might  pretty 
easily  be  accommodated.  The  letter  under  cover 
Colonel  Fairfax  is  not  yet  come  to  hand. 

I  have  heard  nothing  yet  from  Colonel  Stanwbc 
but  soon  shall,  as  I  wrote  to  him  a  few  days  ago,  and 
expect  his  answer.     Robert   Holmes  is  among  t 
deserters. 

I  send  your  Honor  a  size-roll  of  my  own,  Captai 
Stewart  and   Lewis'   companies.     The  others   we 
sent  to  me.  but  being  signed  by  the  commanding 
officer  only,  as  is  visual.  1  was  obliged  to  send  back 
for  the  subalterns  to  sign  also.     When  these  come  in 
I  shall  forward  them. 

As  we  have  not  at  this  time  either  commissary 
assistant  here,  it  is  not  in  my  power  to  send  a  retu 
of  the  provisions  with  any  tolerable  exactness.  But 
I  do  not  doubt,  that  Mr.  Rutherford,  our  acting 
commissary,,  who  is  now  down,  has  satisfied  your 
Honor  fully  in  this  particular ;  if  he  has  not,  I  will 
take  care  to  do  it  in  my  next 

The  monthly  return  for  July,  mentioned  in  tl 


'  The  commUiion  hud  not  been  loliciicd  bf  Colonel  Wuhinpon,  not  iru  I 
ftpplicalion  ci  Mr.   Fairlas'a  rriends  raulc  through  him,  bnl  directly  lo  the 
Gavcmor. 
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body  of  this  letter  assent,  upon  re-examination  I  find 
so  unintelligible,  by  reason  of  some  mistakes  In 
Captns.  Spotswood's  and  Woodward's  return,  that  I 
am  ashamed  to  sign  it,  'till  the  mistakes  are  rectified, 
and  for  this  end,  I  have  ordered  those  companies  in  a 
peremptory  manner  to  be  careful  for  the  future,  or 
answer  the  contrary. 

Your  Honor  in  estimating  our  numbers  at  about 
700,  will  be  nearer  the  complement ;  but  if  I  may 
presume  to  advise,  the  contractors  should  provide 
for  companies  of  100  each,  as  it  is  supposed  we  shall 
complete  to  that  number  as  fast  as  possible. 

I  doubt  not  your  Honor  will  see  the  necessity  of 
making  an  agreement  with  the  contractors,  for  fur- 
nishing the  Indians  with  provisions;  otherwise  they 
will  take  no  concern  in  this  matter,  as  I  conceive  they 
are  allowed  so  much  for  each  soldier,  that  shall  be 
returned,  in  which  case  Indians  arc  included.  If 
they  were  not,  no  person  would  supply  them  on  the 
same  terms  they  do  soldiers,  for  Indians  eat  and 
waste  triple  what  the  latter  do.     1  am,  &c. 


TO  GOVERNOR   DINWIDDIE. 

KoRT  I.ODOOUH,  17  Sepiembcr.  i;s}- 

HoNBLE.  Sir, 

A  letter  of  the  22d  ultimo,  from  Captain  Peachy, 
came  to  my  hands  the  other  day,  contents  as  follows : 
(here  was   inserted  the   letter).'     I   should  take   it 

'  Th«  ktWr  begini  by  •leUiliiig  ■  coiiv*f»jitiom,  which  the  wriier  hail  Iwely 
held  with  Mr.  Charle*  Cirter,  d  Shirley.  respeclinE  ■  tranuclion  in  which 
CkfiMin   Peachy  had  been  conccnied  (oine  moolhi  before,  on  a   mluion   (■> 
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infinitely  kind,  if  your  Honor  would  please  to  inform 
me.  whether  a  report  of  this  nature  was  ever  made  t^d 
you  ;  and,  in  that  case,  who  was  the  author  of  it  ?    ^^ 

It  is  evident,  from  a  variety  of  circumstances,  and 
especially  from  the  change  in  your  Honor's  conduct 
towards  me,  that  some  person,  as  well  inclined  to  de- 
tract, but  better  skilled  in  the  art  of  detraction,  than 
the  author  of  the  above  stupid  scandal,  has  made  free 
with  my  character.     For  I  cannot  suppose,  that  malice    , 
so  absurd,  so  barefaced,  so  diametrically  opposite  t^| 
truth,  to  common  policy,  and,  in  short,  to  every  thing 
but  villainy,  as  the  above  is,  could  impress  you  wtt^H 
so  ill   an  opinion  of  my  honor  and  honesty.  ^1 

If  it  be  possible,  that  Colonel  Corbin — (for  my 
belief  is  staggered,  not  being  conscious  of  having 
given  the  least  cause  to  any  one.  much  less  to  that 
gentleman,  to  reflect  so  grossly.)  I  say,  if  it  be  possi- 
ble,   that  Colonel  Corbin   could  descend  so  low 


as 


Williamabnrgh,  whan  the  frantien  wtre  in  gr(«l  klfttm  from  Um  incvmont  of 
the  enemy  ;  and  then  proceeds : — 

"  He  [M[.  Cacier]  Myt.  ihat  Mr.  Chiislopher  Robinioa  VAA  faim  he  heard 
Ctilonel  Ricbaid  Coibin  sny,  that  1  affirmed,  ihai  my  whole  buiiiie«  at  ihai 
lime  wit  lo  eiccule  a  scheme  of  yours  to  cause  ihe  Aoiemhly  in  Ict^  laigcly 
iKjIh  in  men  and  niuney,  and  thai  lllere  wat  not  an  Indian  ia  the  ncighbciut- 
hooil  ;  tint  the  Irriiitien.  or  even  Winchciicr  and  the  adjacent  country,  ilid  not 
appear  lo  be  in  itny  more  danger  at  thai  lime  ihan  any  olhcf.  Mr.  Robinion 
«I»o  informed  Mr.  Catier,  it  was  said.  Iliat  Ihai  pitee  of  deceit,  or  impoiiiioii 
of  yours  (as  they  term  it),  had  lessened  the  Govcinoc'i  and  aomc  ol  the  )c«din|r 
men's  eslecni  for  you  :  nr.  al  leant,  llicy  make  use  of  It  ai  a  nbmo  for  Iheii 
ill  trealmenl.  and  the  worM  opinion  llhcy  say)  they  have  llian  foimedy  of  you. 

"  1  hope  Colo.  Washington  knows  me  belter  ihan  even  lo  nipposc  1  ctiiild  be 
guilly  of  a  thing  of  ihit  kind  ;  therefore,  shall  only  add,  that  yon  may  depend 
I  shall  use  my  endeavor  lo  Iraoe  the  matter,  till  I  find  the  scoundrel  ihat  dant_ 
innke  himself  the  author  of  such  a  scandalous  rcpoTT.  If  yun  think  fit  I 
uie  of  the  above,  you  are  at  full  tiberiy  to  do  so." 
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to  be  the  propagator  of  this  story,  he  must  either 
be  vastly  ignorant  in  the  state  of  afTairs  in  this 
county  at  ifiat  iime.  or  else  he  must  suppose,  that 
the  whole  body  of  inhabitants  had  combined  with 
me,  in  executing  the  deceitful  fraud.  Or  why  did 
they,  almost  to  a  man.  forsake  their  dwellings  in  the 
greatest  terror  and  confusion  ;  so  that,  while  one  half 
of  them  sought  shelter  in  paltry  forts,  (of  their  own 
building.)  the  other  fled  to  the  adjacent  counties  for 
refuge,  numbers  of  them  even  to  Carolina,  from 
whence  they  have  never  returned? 

These  are  facts  well  known  ;  but  not  better  known, 
than  that  these  wretched  people,  while  they  lay  pent 
up  in  forts,  destitute  of  the  common  support  of  life 
(having  in  their  precipitate  flight  forgotten,  or  were 
unable  rather  to  secure,  any  kind  of  necessaries,)  did 
dispatch  messengers  of  their  own  (thinking  I  had  not 
represented  their  miseries  in  the  piteous  manner  they 
deserved),  with  addresses  to  your  Honor  and  the 
Assembly,  praying  relief.  And  did  I  ever  send  any 
alarming  account,  without  also  sending  the  original 
papers,  (or  the  copies,)  which  gave  rise  to  it  ? 

That  I  have  foibles,  and  perhaps  many  of  them,  I 
shall  not  deny.  I  should  esteem  mj-self,  as  the  world 
also  would,  vain  and  empty,  were  I  to  arrogate  per- 
fection. 

Knowledge  in  military  matters  is  to  be  acquired  by 
practice  and  experience  only  ;  and.  if  I  have  erred, 
great  allowance  should  be  made  for  my  errors  for 
want  of  them  ;  unless  these  errors  should  appear  to 
be  willful ;  and  then,  I  conceive  it  would  be   more 
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generous  to  charge  me  with  my  faults,  and  let  me 
stand  or  fall  according  to  evidence,  than  to  stigmatize 
mc  behind  my  back.  ^J 

It  is  uncertain  in  what  light  my  services  may  hav^H 
appeared  to  your  Honor ;  but  this  I  know,  and  it 
is  the  highest  consolation  I  am  capable  of  feeling, 
that  no  man.  that  ever  was  employed  in  a  public 
capacity,  has  endeavoured  to  discharge  the  trust  re-^ 
posed  in  him  with  greater  honesty,  and  more  zeal  fo^H 
the  country's  interest,  than  I  have  done  ;  and  if  there 
is  any  person  living,  who  can  say  with  justice,  that 
have  offered  any  intentional  wrong  to  the  public,  Fj 
will  cheerfully  submit  to  the  most  ignominious  pu 
ishment,  that  an  injured  people  ought  to  inflict.  O 
the  other  hand,  it  is  hard  to  have  my  charact 
arraigned,  and  my  actions  condemned,  without 
hearing. 

I  must  therefore  again  beg  in  more  plain,  and  in 
very  earuesl  terms,  to  know,  if  Colonel  Corbin  h. 
taken  the  liberty  of   representing   my  character  I 
your  Honor  with   such    ungentlemanly    freedom   as 
the  letter  implies  ?     Your  condescension  herein  will 
be  acknowledged,   as  a   singular  favor  done  yo 
Honor's  most  obedient,  humble  servant.' 

'  To  this  Kqueit,  Governor  Dinwiddie  replied,  In  a  letter  datei)  Scptembm 
a4th  :— 

■■  Your  olher  lellcr  of  Ihc  17th  I  ptniicd.  I  would  gladly  tiopc  iberc  It  no 
(tuth  in  it.  1  iKvcr  heard  of  it  before,  or  did  I  ever  conceive  y«u  would  tisre 
lenl  down  uny  alarms  withuul  proper  (ounilallon.  Ho«ei-er,  I  ihall  diow  it  Co 
Colonel  Corbin  when  he  comes  lo  town  ;  but  1  'd  advise  you  not  to  gire  credit 
lo  every  idle  story  you  hear  :  for  i[  1  was  10  notice  repottt  sA  different  kiodi,  1 
should  be  constantly  pcrpleied, 

"  My  conduct  lo  you  from  the  beginning  was  alwayt  friendly  ;  hut  y«u  k 
I  had  great  rcuon  to  suspect  you  of  ingiUilude,  which  1  am  oonvinced 
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TO  CAPTAIN  WILLIAM  PEACHY. 

Fort  LorDoUK,  iS  September,  I7S7- 

Dear  Sir, 

Your  favor  of  the  2 2d  ultimo  came  to  hand  about 
(our  days  ago.  In  answer  to  that  part,  which  relates 
to  Colonel  Corbin's  gross  and  infamous  reflections  on 
my  conduct  last  spring,  it  will  be  needless,  I  dare  say, 
to  obsen-e  further  at  this  time,  than  that  the  liberty, 
which  he  has  been  pleased  to  allow  himself  in  sport- 
ing with  my  character,  is  little  else  than  a  comic 
entertainment,  discovering  at  one  view  his  passion- 
ate fondness  for  your  friend,  his  inviolable  love  of 
truth,  his  unfathomable  knowledge,  and  the  masterly 
strokes  of  his  wisdom  in  displaying  it.  These  several 
talents  he  has.  I  think,  exhibited  in  a  most  conspicu- 
ous manner  to  every  person,  who  was  in  the  least 
degree  acquainted  with  the  situation  of  afiairs  in  this 
country  at  that  juncture.  The  report  of  your  false 
musters  is  equally  absurd,  and  may  take  credit  as 
above. 

You  are  heartily  welcome  to  make  use  of  any  letter, 
or  letters,  which  1  may  at  any  time  have  written  to 
you  ;  for,  altho'  1  keep  no  copies  of  epistles  to  my 
friends,  nor  can  remember  the  contents  of  all  of  them. 
yet,  I  am  sensible,  that  the  narrations  are  just,  and 
that  truth  and  honesty  will  appear  in  my  writings; 


own  coAtcJence  and  itBeclioiti  mu»t  allow,  I  had  nason  lo  be  angi^,  bnt  tUt  I 
endeavor  lo  foixei ;    liul   )  cannul  think  Colonel  Curbin  guSllr   of  «4iat   ii 
reported.     Howe»er,  tA  I  have  hi»  Majeiiy'i  le«re  to  go  for  England,  I  propwe 
I      leaving  ttui  in  November,  and  I  with  mj  (ucccuoi  maj  diow  jrou  aa  mnch 
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of  which,  therefore,  I  shall  not  be  ashamed,  though] 
criticism  may  censure  my  style.     I  am,  &c 


TO  GOVERNOR    DINWIDDIE. 

Fort  Loudodn,  34  Scpiember,  ITS7- 
SlR, 

Enclosed  is  a  copy  of  a  letter,  which   1  receivedj 
from  Captain  McKenzie.     Since  my  last,  the  diflTerentl 
parties  I  detached  in  quest  of  the  enemy,  (who  com- 
mitted the  late  depredations  in  this  neighborhood,) 
are  returned,  after  having  prosecuted  the  most  prob-l 
able  measures,  and  exerted  their  utmost  efforts  in  vain, , 
in  endeavoring  to  come  up  with  and  prevent  the  en- ' 
amy's  escape.     Nor  is  it  in  any  degree  surprising,  forj 
when  the  vast  extent  of  country,  the  scattered  and ' 
distant  manner  in  which  the  inhabitants  are  settled, 
the  nature  of   the  ground,   and   disposition  of  the 
enemy  we  have  to  cope  with,  are  collectively  consid- 
ered, it  is  next  to  impossible,  that  any  of  our  parties 
should  ever  see  the  enemy,  except  when  they  possess, 
such  advantages  as  render  their  victory  certain. 

The  inhabitants  of  this  valuable  and  fertile  valley 
are  terrified  beyond  expression.  Some  have  aban- 
doned their  plantations,  and  many  arc  packing  up 
their  most  valuable  effects  in  order  to  follow  them. 
Another  irruption  into  the  heart  of  this  settlement : 
will,  I  am  afraid,  be  of  fatal  consequence  to  it  I 
was  always  persuaded,  and  almost  everj-  day  affords  i 
new  matter  for  confirming  me  in  the  opinion,  that, 
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the  enemy  can,  with  the  utmost  facility,  render  abor- 
tive every  plan,  which  can  be  concerted  upon  our  pres- 
ent system  of  defence ;  and  that  the  only  method  of 
effectually  defending  such  a  vast  extent  of  mountains 
covered  with  thick  woods,  as  our  frontiers,  against 
such  an  enemy,  is  by  carrying  the  war  into  their 
country'.  And  I  think  I  may,  without  assuming  un- 
common penetration,  venture  to  affirm,  that,  unless 
an  expedition  Is  carried  on  against  the  Ohio  next 
spring,  this  country  will  not  be  another  year  in  our 
possession. 

Sickness,  and  the  different  parties,  which  the  dis* 
tressed  situation  of  affairs  here  obliged  me  to  detach 
from  this  garrison,  so  greatly  retard  the  works,  that 
finishing  even  the  principal  parts  of  them,  before  the 
winter  sets  in,  will,  I  am  afraid,  prove  impracticable. 

1  understand  there  are  a  mortar  and  a  number  of 
shells  at  Williamsburg,  which  would  be  of  infinite 
service  here,  tho'  of  little  or  none  where  they  are.  We 
have  a  quantity  of  round  and  grape-shot  for  six- 
pounders,  but  no  cannon  to  use  them.  A  few  pieces 
of  that  size  would  be  a  great  addition  to  our  strength  ; 
and.  as  this  is  the  only  place  we  have,  (were  it  fin- 
ished.) where  a  stand  could  be  made,  in  case  of  any 
formidable  attack,  I  conceive  nothing  in  our  power 
should  be  omitted  to  make  it  as  defensible  as  we 
can. 

Mr.  Rutherford  is  not  yet  returned.  Enclosed  is  a 
list  of  the  killed  and  captured  by  the  enemy,  when 
last  down.  This  is  sent  to  Fredericksburg,  in  order 
to  go  by  post. 
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TO   MRS.   MARV    WASHINGTON. 

Moum-  Vbbnoh.  jo  Sept.,  1757. 

Honored  Madam — 

Your  letter  by  Mr.  Smith  I  received  on  my  way  to 
Col.  Fairfax's '  funeral ;  in  answer  to  that  part  relative 
to  my  Brother  Charles'  Marriage  I  shall  observe,  that 
if  there  is  no  other  objection  than  the  one  you  men- 
tion, it  may  soon  be  removed  ;  and  that  Mrs.  Thorn- 
ion,  if  she  believes  I  am  capable  of  taking  these 
ungenerous  advantages,  knows  little  of  the  principles 
which  govern  my  conduct.  However  I  suppose  Mrs. 
Thornton  is  actuated  by  prudent  Motives  and  there- 
fore would  be  safe.^If  she  will  get  any  Instrument 
of  writing  drawn  I  will  sign  it,  provided  it  docs  not 
effect  me  in  other  respects  than  her  daughter's 
fortune,  if  my  brother  dies  under  age." 

I  have  waited  till  now,  expecting  the  arrival  of  my 
Negros'  cloaths  from  Great  Britain  ;  but  as  the  season 
is  advancing  and  risks  attending  them,  I  can  no  longer 
depend,  and  therefore  beg  the  favor  of  you  to  choose 
me  about  250  yds  osnabrigs  200  yds  of  cotton  35  pair 
plaid  hose,  and  as  much  thread  as  is  necessary  in  Mr. 
Lewis'  Store,  if  he  has  them.  If  not,  in  Mr.  Jackson's, 
and  send  them  up  by  John  who  comes  down  with  a 
Tumbler  ^  for  that  purpose. 

I  set  out  this  afternoon  on  my  return  to  Winchester. 

1  offer  my  Love  to  Charles,  and  am  Honored 
Madam,  &c. 

'  Brjran  Fairfax  ilicd  3  Sept.,  1757. 

*Cb>iI»  WashbEton  manicd  MildrEtl,  danchter  of  Col.  Fnncis  Thoniton 
o[  Spotswood  County.  He  laid  out  tho  town  of  Charlcstowc  in  JeSenon  Co., 
W.  V«. 

*Tumbl«c  is  a  provincialism  for  tumbnl. 
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TO  GOVERNOR  DINWIDDIE. 

Fort  Loudouh,  5  October,  1757.' 

HoNBi-E.  Sir, 

Both  your  Honor's  letters  of  the  24th  ultimo  I  re- 
ceived by  Jenkins.  As  I  cannot  now  send  a  proper 
monthly  return  of  the  regiment,  for  want  of  the 
remarks  of  the  officers  at  the  oiit-posts.  I  enclose 
yoxir  Honor  an  exact  return,  however,  of  our  effective 
strength,  and  how  disposed  of,  which  will  at  present 
answer  the  end  proposed  equally  well.  I  likewise 
send  you  enclosed  the  return  of  provisions,  specifying 
the  time  they  will  ser\'e. 

I  am  informed  ''the  contractor  is  to  lay  In  the  pro- 
visions for  the  troops  in  New-Hampshire,  at  this 
place;  that  he  is  to  have  61/ a  man  per  diem  for  the 
whole  he  supplies,  and  that  he  is  not  to  pay  those 
who  must  inevitably  be  employed  in  issuing  out  the 
provisions  at  the  different  garrisons." 

This  information,  I  flatter  myself,  is  without  foun- 
dation ;  as  it  Is  beyond  doubt  that  provisions  could 
be  purchased  in  Hampshire,  where  the  troops  are 
quartered  for  half  of  what  the  contractor  has  for 
laying  them  in  here,  and  that  the  amount  of  waggon- 
age  and  other  charges  of  transporting  these  pro- 
visions from  hence  to  N.  Hampshire  will  exceed  the 
whole  cost  of  the  provisions,  if  purchased  there  ;  not  to 
mention  the  great  risque,  trouble  of  escorts,  &c.,  &c 

The  assistant  commissaries  must  still  be  continued, 

£;  persons  in  their  room,  who,  under  the  dtrec- 
a  principal,  would  have  purchased  the  pro- 


'  AcknowliNliEed  Xyy  I>jnvjd<ti«  *>  vriltcn  on  ihe  jd. 
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visions  upon  as  good  terms  as  any  contractor.  Besides, 
the  commissary  used  to  act  as  wagon-master,  supply 
the  different  garrisons  with  candle,  made  from  th< 
tallow  of  the  country's  beeves,  and  do  many  thinj 
for  the  good  of  the  service,  not  to  be  expected  fror 
a  contractor. 

I  shall  take  the  earliest  opportunity  of  communi- 
cating your  Honor's  intentions,  respecting  the  rangint 
company,  to  Captain  Hog,  who,  I  am  informed,  is 
lying  ill,  in  consequence  of  the  bite  of  a  snake 
Dickinson's  Fort,  and  will,  I  fear,  be  unable  to  rais 
the  men.  1  am  afraid  the  recruiting  one  hundred^ 
men  will  be  found  a  verj-  difficult  task.  I  am  quite, 
at  a  loss  how  to  act,  as  you  did  not  inform  mc  upoi 
what  terms  they  are  to  be  levied  and  supportec 
what  bounty-money  to  allow,  what  pay  to  engage  the 
officers  and  men,  how  clothed  and  supported,  what 
the  officers'  pay  and  what  kind  of  commissions  the, 
officers  are  to  have. 

Mr.   Robert    Rutherford,  late  deputy-commissar 
here,  says  that  he  could  raise  the  men  in  a  shorter' 
time  than  any  other,  and  from  his  universal  acquaint* 
ance  on  the  frontiers,  and  the  esteem  the  people  if 
general  have  for  him,  I  am  apt  to  believe  he  couW 
raise  them  as  soon  as  any  people  whatever. 

If  they  should  have  the  same  bounty,  allowed  bj 
the  Assembly  for  recruits,  I  shall  want  money  fc 
that  purpose.  The  _^68  13J  %d'\  received  from  Colt 
Fairfax  of  the  country's  money  I  accounted  with  thi 
committee  for  in  April  last  Enclosed  is  a  copy 
the    last    letter    I    received    from    Colonel    Stanwi> 
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The  enemy  continue  their  horrid  devastations  in 
this  settlement  Enclosed  is  a  letter  from  Capt. 
Josha.  Lewis,  Immediately  on  receipt  of  Capt 
Lewis',  Capt  McNeill,  3  subalterns,  4  sergeants,  and 
70  rank  and  file,  marched  up  to  act  in  conjunction 
with  Captn.  Lewis.  The  day  before  Captain  Lewis 
was  attacked,  twenty  Cherokees,  headed  by  one  of 
the  principal  warriors  of  that  nation,  marched  from 
hence  to  the  South  Branch,  who,  with  the  troops 
under  Captains  Waggener  and  McKenzie,  will,  I 
hope,  secure  that  quarter. 

So  soon  as  Captn.  McNeill  returns.  I  will  order 
him  up  to  his  company  to  which  I  have  by  your 
orders  appointed  him  ;  as  I  have  Mr.  Chew  in  room 
of  Mr.  Fell. 

When  Mr.  Atkin  went  away  from  here  he  carried 
Mr,  Gist  and  the  Indian  interpreter  with  him.  Since 
several  parties  of  Cherokees  have  been  here,  by  which 
I  and  my  officers  were  involved  in  inconceivable 
troublCf  as  we  had  neither  an  interpreter,  nor  right 
to  hold  conferences  with  them ;  nothing  to  satisfy 
their  demands  of  things  of  which  they  were  in  the 
greatest  need  ;  nor  liberty  to  procure  them.  These 
warlike,  formidable  people,  altho  they  seem  to  have 
a  natural  strong  attachment  to  our  interest,  will,  I 
am  afraid,  be  induced  by  such  treatment  to  hearken 
to  the  pressing  solicitations  of  the  French,  who  (by 
the  latest  and  best  accounts,  copies  of  which  I 
enclose)  are  making  them  vastly  ad%'antagcous  ofTcrs. 
The  Chief  of  the  Cherokee  party,  who  went  last  to 
the  Branch,  (and  is  said  to  be  a  man  of  great  weight 
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among  that  nation),  was  so  incensed  against  what  he      , 
imagined  neglect   and  contempt,  that,  had  we  not^H 
supplied  him  with  a  few  necessaries,  without  which^^ 
he  could  not  go  to  war,  he  threatened  to  return,  fired 
with  resentment,  to  his  nation.     In  short,  I  drea 
that,  by  the  present  management  of  Indian  affat 
we  are  losing  our  interest  of  those  people,  the  pres- 
ervation of  whose  friendship  is  of  the  last  import- 
ance to  the  colonies  in  general,  and  this  in  particular.! 

I  am  sorry  to  acquaint  your  Honor  that  Hamilton, 
the  quartermaster  hath  misbehaved  egregiously,  em- 
bezzling and  disposing  (in  a  clandestine  manner)  of 
some  of  the  regimental  stores,  and  afterwards  ninning; 
away  and  carrying  a  man  of  the  regiment  with  hinu 
He  had  leave  to  go  to  Alexandria,  to  order  up  some 
of  the  stores  left  there,  and  managed  his  affairs  with 
such  cunning,  that  he  was  gone  too  long  to  be  pur 
sued,  before  he  was  suspected. 

Enclosed  is  a  copy  of  the  proceedings  of  the  court 
of  enquiry.  Several  things  were  found  at  many  dif*: 
ferent  houses,  and  the  magistrates  did  not  behav«j 
consistently  with  their  duty. 

1  do  not  know,  that  I  ever  gave  your  Honor  cau 
to  suspect  me  of  ingratitude,  a  crime  I  detest,  an< 
would  most  carefully  avoid.  If  an  open,  disinterested 
behavior  carries  offence,  I  may  have  offended ;  be- 
cause I  have  all  along  laid  it  down  as  a  maxim,  toj 
represent  facts  freely  and  impartially,  but  no  more  tO' 
others,  than  I  have  to  you.  Sir.  If  instances  of  my 
ungrateful  behavior  had  been  particularized,  I  would 
have  answered  to  them.     But  I  have  long  been  con- 
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vinced,  that  my  actions  and  their  motives  have  been 
maliciously  aggravated. 

As  your  Honor  proposes  to  leave  the  colony  in 
November,  I  should  be  glad  of  liberty  to  go  down  to 
Williamsburg  towards  the  last  of  this  month,  or  first 
of  the  next,  if  nothing  should  intervene,  to  settle 
some  accounts  with  your  Honor  and  the  Committee, 
which  may  not  be  done  in  so  satisfactory  a  manner 
after  you  are  gone.' 

The  last  alarm  occasioned  a  great  many  of  the 
inhabitants  in  this  county  to  go  off,  whereupon  vast 
numbers  are  still  moving.  I  fear  that,  in  a  short 
time,  thisverj'valuable  valley  will  be  in  a  great  meas- 
ure depopulated  ;  and  what  further  steps  to  take,  and 
how  to  obviate  so  great  a  misfortune,  I  am  quite  at  a 
loss.  As  I  have  hitherto  neglected  nothing  in  the 
compass  of  my  power,  it  is  very  evident,  that  nothing 
but  vigorous  offensive  measures,  (next  campaign,) 
can  save  the  country,  at  least  all  west  of  the  Blue 
Ridge,  from  inevitable  desolation. 

We  are  in  great  want  of  a  Quartermaster  to  take 
care  of  the  stores,  and  I  really  do  not  know  of  a  fit 
person,  unless  your  Honor  will  please  to  bestow  it 
upon  Mr.  Kennedy.  He  acted  sometimes  as  Quarter- 
master-sergeant, then  as  Commissary,  and  I  believe 

'  "  I  Cftnnot  if;rcc  lo  Rtlotr  you  l<avc  to  come  (loirn  at  IhU  linK.  \'ou  h*v« 
twro  frttjueollj  indulged  with  Imvc  of  abtenM.  Vou  know  the  (ort  i»lo  be 
Giu«h«<l.  ftnd  I  laa  when  you  arc  away  lillle  will  he  done  ;  and  (itrdj  the  coin- 
■nuidiii)>  officer  «houl<l  ii<)t  be  abaeat  when  daily  alitmed  with  ihc  tncm^'t  ia. 
MntioM  toinvadc  our  fronti«n.  and  I  Ihink  you  were  wiong  is  aiking  it.  You 
lwf«  Boaocounlithal  I  know  of  toieltle  with  me;  and  what  accountifoin  have 
to  acltle  with  Ibe  country  may  bs  duna  at  ■  more  propec  line." — DimtMdif  It 
H'»MngttH,  ig  October,  1757. 
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is  better  acquainted  with  the  duty  than  any  one  we 
can  get  He  bears  a  good  character  and  is  acquainted 
with  figures. 

The  Dunkard  doctor  gave  me  notice  of  his  inten- 
tions to  wait  upon  your  Honor  again  for  his  release, 
&  in  a  late  letter  transmitted  an  information  of  the 
French  deserters  (who  came  from  Fort  Cumberland) 
against  them,  and  think  it  my  duty  further  to  add, 
that  I  firmly  believe  they  are  employed  as  spies,  and 
are  useful  to  the  French.  Of  this,  all  the  frontier 
inhabitants  seem  convinced,  and  are  so  apprehensive 
of  the  consequences  that  it  has  caused  numbers  to 
remove,  and  will  cause  a  general  terror  among  them, 
if  this  person  is  suffered  to  return  and  the  others  to 
remain  out  there.  For  which  reason  I  should  really 
be  glad  to  receive  orders  to  bring  the  others  in.  'Tis 
better,  provided  they  do  not  assist  the  enemy,  to 
bring  them  in,  than  to  keep  a  whole  country  in  per- 
petual terror  on  their  account.  ^^ 

Mr.  Rutherford  set  about  making  his  nitum,  th^i| 
moment  your  Honor's  letter  came  to  hand,  and  but  ' 
this  instant  has  finished  it,  having  everything  to, 
measure  and  weigh,  in  order  to  be  exact.  ^H 

Since  writing  the  foregoing,  the  express,  whom  ^^ 
sent  to  Major  Lewis,  is  come  in,  and  brings  returns 
of  those  companies  ;  so  that  your  Honor  will  no^^ 
receive  proper  monthly  returns  of  our  strtmgth  f^^l 
July  and  August ;    by  which  you  will  see,  that  our 
total  strength  amounts  to  thirty-two  commissioned 
officers,    forty-eight    non-commissioned,   and    seven 
hundred  and  three  rank  and  file  ;   whereof  twent 
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officers,  thirty  non-commissioned,  and  four  hundred 
and  sixty-four  nink  and  file,  are  employed  in  this 
county  and  Hampshire.  But  there  are  always  six 
women  allowed  to  a  company,  who  draw  provisions; 
and  the  officers  receive  more  or  less  according 
to  their  respective  rank,  as  your  Honor  would  see 
by  the  estimate  I  received  from  Colonel  Stanwix, 
and  enclosed  to  you  some  time  ago  ;  which  must  be 
allowed  for  in  the  calculation. 

I  have  this  instant  received  letters  from  Captains 
Wag^ener  and  McKenzie,  by  express.  The  first 
writes  that  two  men  were  killed,  captured  about  2 
miles  from  his  fort.  The  other  says  that  a  Cherokee 
party  just  as  they  were  setting  out  to  go  to  Captn. 
Waggener's  heard  that  Pearis  was  at  Fort  Cumber- 
land and  marched  to  him. 


TO  COIX>NEL  STANWIX. 

FOKT  LounouK.  8  October.  \^%i. 

Dear  Sir, 

I  am  favored  with  an  opportunity  by  Mr.  Living- 
ston, to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  agreeable 
favor  of  the  19th  ultimo  ;  and  to  inform  you  of  a 
very  extraordinary  affair,  which  has  happened  at  this 
place,  namely,  the  desertion  of  our  quartermaster. 
This  infamous  fellow,  as  he  has  proved  himself,  after 
having  disposed,  in  a  clandestine  manner,  of  many  of 
our  regimental  stores,  being  called  upon  to  settle  his 
accounts  (not  that  I,  or  any  officer  in  the  regiment, 
had  the  least  suspicion  of  the  scene  of  roguery  he  was 
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carrying  on),  pretended,  that  he  could  not  come  to 
an  exact  settlement  without  going  to  Alexandria, 
where  some  of  the  stores  yet  lay.     Several  of  ou 
soldiers  deserting  at  the  same  time,  (being  the  ti 
when  Lt.  Campbell  called  upon  you)  he  was  sent 
pursuit  of  them,  which  (for  we  had  no  doubt  of  his 
honest  intentions)  afforded  him  the  desired  opponuj^ 
nity  of  making  his  escape.      He  was  ordered  too  toH 
take  Alexandria  in  his  return.     His  villainy  was  not 
laid  open,  before  his  departure,  and  was  at  last  acci- 
dentally   discovered.     This  person    John    Hamilton 
had  been  several  years  a  sergeant  in  one  of  his  Ma- 
jesty's regiments,  in  which  character  he  served  three 
years  under  me.     During  that  time  he  gave  such 
signal  proofs  of  his  bravery  and  good  behavior,  as 
bound  me,  in  honor  and  gratitude,  to  do  something 
for  him.     And  I  therefore  got  him  promoted  to  be 
quartermaster,   as  he  was  acquainted  with  the  duty, 
and  capable,  (I  thought,)  of  discharging  iL 

We  have  had  several  visitations  from  the  enemy, 
and  much  mischief  done,  since  my  last  to  you.  About 
the  I  7th  ultimo  there  were  upwards  of  twenty  persons 
killed  only  twelve  miles  from  this  garrison,  and  not- 
withstanding I  sent  a  strong  detachment  from  hence 
to  pursue  them,  and  ordered  the  passes  of  the  moun- 
tains to  be  waylaid  by  commands  from  other  places, 
yet  we  were  not  able  to  meet  with  these  savages. 

On  Friday  se'nnight,  a  body  of  near  or  quite  a 
hundred  fell  upon  the  inhabitants  along  the  great 
road  between  this  place  and  Pennsylvania,  got  fifteen 
more.     The  mischief  would  have  been  much  greater, 
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Iiad  not  an  oBicer  and  twtinty  men  of  the  regiment, 
who  were  then  out,  fallen  in  with  and  engaged  the 
enemy.  Finding,  however,  that  his  party  was  over- 
powered, and  like  to  be  surrounded,  he  retreated  to  a 
stockade,  not  far  distant,  in  which  they  were  besieged 
(or  three  hours ;  but  the  firing  communicated  an 
alarm  from  one  habitation  to  another,  by  which  means 
most  of  the  families  were  timely  apprised  of  their 
danger,  and  happily  got  safe  off.  Our  partj-  kilted 
one  Indian,  (whose  scalp  they  obtained,)  and  wounded 
several  others. 

I  exert  every  means  in  my  power  to  protect  a  much 
distressed  country,  but  it  is  a  task  too  arduous.  To 
think  of  defending  a  frontier  as  ours  is,  of  more  than 
three  hundred  and  fifty  miles'  extent,  with  only  seven 
hundred  men,  is  vain  and  idle,  especially  when  that 
frontier  lies  more  contiguous  to  the  enemy  than  any 
other.  1  am,  and  have  for  a  long  time  been,  fully 
convinced,  that,  If  we  continue  to  pursue  a  defensive 
plan,  the  country  must  be  inevitably  lost.* 

'  Krom  llie  limE  that  llie  Virginia  regiiiicnt  wu  or^aniud,  It  tiftd  bMO  Colo- 
nel Wftthinglon  s  opinion,  tlial  an  oficmitt  wnc  itiuulil  b«  krpi  up  •gtiinil  tht 
cDcin7.  In  Ihii  tcniimcnt  Governor  Dinwiddle  agreed  vith  him.  uid  be  nrGcd 
upon  [.odi  I^udoun  ihe  ■•Ivanlijfc  of  *n  cipcdiliiin  ■cnintt  Fort  Duqacin*. 
Bnl  tbc  {"at  operaitoni  >i  the  north  aliwrbeil  hit  Lvrdkhip't  illcotinn,  and  he 
placed  Ihe  whole  toothem  Cruntier  upon  the  delemii-e.  Heace  the  eiiemjr 
lude  pcrpclual  iiimadx.  comniuiini;  muidcn  und  rnvoges.  Coniidetinf  the 
weak  Ma'aot  ihe  gartisiin  at  Fun  Du<iii«>>ne.  a  tiirge  (lorliiinof  which  ha>)  been 
withdrawn  to  defend  tli«  Canada  borden,  it  wai  deemed  an  object  ul  eaijr 
ailainmenl.  is  no  doubt  li  waa,  for  Colonel  Stanwix.  with  his  five  bundled 
Stjai  Amtritam.  In  eonjutictiun  with  the  Vir|[inla  and  MaryUnd  iTOOpa,  to 
■eite  thai  Foit.  Thit  would  hare  eflecluall]'  put  a  slop  to  all  the  uvace  d(p(*- 
dailont.  But  luiih  weic  not  hii  otdcn,  and  nothing  wai  done.  The  Indiaiw 
weie  finbolilencil  by  iliik  inactivity,  and  the  frontier  iohobtianti  were  moleitcd 
in  e«ty  quatter. — ,i^ttrit. 
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You  will  be  kind  enough,  Sir.  to  excuse  the  free- 
dom with  which  I  deliver  my  sentiments,  and  believe 
me  to  be.  (for  I  really  am,)  with  unfeigned  truth  and 
regard,  your  most  obedient,  humble  servant. 

N.  B.  These  constant  alarms  and  perpetual  move- 
ments of  the  soldiers  of  this  garrison,  have  almost 
put  a  stop  to  the  progress  of  the  public  works  at  this 
place. 


TO    GOVERNOR    DINWIDDIE. 

ijthOiiohrr.  IJS7. 


17ST. 


HoNBLE.  Sir, 

As  1  wrote  to  your  Honor  fully  by  Jenkins,  have 
little  more  to  add,  than  the  affair  hinted  at  in  my  last, 
on  the  conduct  of  the  magistrates  here,  which  (from 
what  1  can  collect)  appears  to  me  to  be  of  a  most  ex- 
traordinary nature  and  whose  substance  is,  or  nearly, 
as  follows,  vizt. ; — 

From  the  Court  of  Enquiry  upon  the  Quarter- 
master's afiTairs,  and  from  the  credit  which  the  tippling 
house  keepers  (with  which  Winchester  abounds)  gave 
to  many  of  the  Soldiers,  we  had  reason  strongly  to 
suspect,  that  some  there  had  received  and  concealed 
some  of  the  Stores,  arms,  &c.,  belonging  to  the  Regi- 
ment :  and  upon  application,  Justice  Speake  issued 
his  search-warrants.  But  Thomas  Wood,  Constable, 
refused  to  execute  them,  from  various  frivolous  pre- 
tences :  nor  was  there  one  in  the  town  who  wou'd  act 
even  pro  tempore:  So  that  affair  must  have  been 
dropped,  had  not  Mr.  Alexander  W"ood.  now  a  mer- 
chant here,  genteelly  offered  his  service,  and  executed 
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the  Warrants  with  indefatigable  assiduity.  Enclosed 
is  a  copy  of  his  return.  The  goods,  and  the  people 
at  whose  houses  they  were  found,  were  brought  before 
Mr.  Speake,  who,  being'  a  young  Justice,  desired  the 
assistance  of  Captn.  Thomas  Swearingcn,  one  of  the 
representatives  of  the  County,  and  a  man  of  great 
weight  among  the  meaner  class  of  people,  and  sup- 
posed by  them  to  possess  extensive  knowledge. 

Mr.  John  Lindsay,  another  justice,  likewise  sat  on 
this  afTair  ;  and  after  having  examined  the  goods  and 
people  brought  before  them.  Mr.  Swearingen  saga- 
ciously determined  that  the  affair  must  be  further 
tried  at  Court;  the  other  two  Justices  readily  coin- 
cided in  opinion  with  him  ;  and  accordingly,  without 
giving  any  other  judgment  or  taking  any  security  for 
the  appearance  of  the  delinquents,  iho'  many  of  them 
have  few  obligations  to  common  fame  for  their  char- 
acter, they  dismissed  them  by  telling  them  they 
must  appear  at  the  next  Court.  When  that  period 
arrived,  1  ordered  Captn.  Stewart  to  apply  to  Mr, 
Gabriel  Jones  for  his  advice  and  assistance,  as  I  con- 
ceived that  procedure  of  the  Magistrates  not  only  to 
be  absurd  and  irregular  but  expressly  illegal.  En- 
closed is  a  copy  of  what  he  did,  and  advised,  taken 
in  writing  and  signed  by  himself. 

Mr.  Jones  further  advised  me,  to  transmit  to  your 
Honor  an  account  of  the  whole  ;  and  obser\'ed,  that 
you  no  doubt  wou'd  direct  the  Attorney  General  to 
prosecute  the  Magistrates. — as  bringing  a  suit  against 
them  in  this  court  wou'd  not  avail  for  this  end. 

I   have    taken  every  precaution    f    cou'd  possibly 
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suggest,  to   prevent   the  Soldiers  of  this   Garrisot 
from  having  any  dealings  whatever  with  the  inhabw 
tants  of  the   town  ;    and   have  issued  the  stnctcsl 
orders  against  their  parting  with  any  of  their  clothes,! 
arms.  &c. ;   and  moreover  several  severe  examples 
have  been  made  of  those  detected  in  the  breach  ofi 
those  orders.      But  from  the  all  alluring  temptations 
of  liquor,  &c.,  many  ventured  to  transgress,  and  the 
fear  of   consequent   punishment,   induced   them  toj 
desert. 

Were  it  not  too  tedious,  I  cou'd  give  your  Honor 
such    instances  of    the  villainous  Behavior  of  those 
Tippling-House-keepers.  as  wou'd  astonish  any  per-^j 
son  ;  but  the  little  I  have  already  said,  will  suffice  to^^ 
convince  your  Honor,  that  it  is  impossible  to  maintain 
that  discipline  and  do  that  Service  with  a  Garrison 
thus  corrupted  by  a  set  of  people,  whose  conduct 
looks  like  the  effect  of  a  combination  to  obstnict  the 
Service,  and  frustrate  the  methods  pointed  out  fo( 
their  own  preservation.     And  when  some  of  thos 
practises  were  at  length  proved,  the  laws  made  for^ 
the  punishment  of  such  gross  offences,  trifled  with^ 
by  the  Magistrates,  in  the  manner  the  above  fact  anc 
the  enclosed  will  render  conspicuous  :  1   could  [not] 
believe  did  1  not  see  it,  that  these  are  the  people  of 
a  country  whose  bowels  are  at  this  juncture  torn  by 
the  most  horrid  devastations  of  the  most  cniel  and. 
barbarous  enemy. 

But  enormities  of  this  kind  have  got  to  such  al 
height,  that  nothing.  I  fear,  but  your  Honor's  inter-] 
position  in  ordering  those  Magistrates  to  be  broughlj 
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to  Justice,  and  appointing  others  from  whom  more 
may  be  hoped,  can  prevent  the  worst  of  conse- 
quences to  a  (seemingly)  infatuated  people. 

The  enemy  did  not  so  much  mischief  in  their  last 
irruption  as  was  at  first  apprehended.  Ten  of  those 
who  were  missing',  and  supposed  to  be  killed  or  cap- 
tivatcd.  have  since  appeared. 

The  party  of  the  regiment  that  was  out  with 
Captain  Lewis  suffered  greatly  in  point  of  clothes 
and  necessaries.  From  the  first  intelligence  Captain 
Lewis  received  of  them  he  imagined  the  enemy's 
numbers  trifling  and  inconsiderable  ;  and.  in  order 
to  better  his  chance  of  coming  up  with  them,  stripped 
and  ordered  his  men  to  follow  his  example.  In  that 
condition  he  soon  overtook  them,  but  was  obliged  to 
make  a  very  precipitate  retreat— the  enemy  getting 
near  the  fort  almost  as  soon  as  he  did.  Me  has 
applied  to  me  in  behalf  of  his  men,  to  get  them  sup- 
plied out  of  the  public  stores,  for  what  they  lost ; 
but  as  I  had  no  directions  in  such  case,  cou'd  not  let 
them  have  any  thing,  aUho'  I  thought  they  deserved 
it.  They  have  likewise  applied  for  the  reward  of  the 
scalp  they  took. — which  I  have  sent  your  Honor,  and 
hope  they  will  by  Mr.  Byrd's  return  receive  /"/  which 
will  greatly  encourage  them.  Enclosed  is  a  copy  of 
Doctr.  Ross's  Letter  respecting  the  provisions  at 
Fort  Cumberland.     I  am,  Sir,  &c 
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TO  GOVERNOR  DINWIDDIE. 

34  OOobet,  1 75  J. 

HoNBLF-  Sir, 

Your  favour  of  the  t9th  instant  was  delivered  to  me 
this  evening. 

The  raising  a  company  of  Rangers,  or  augmenting' 
our  strength  in  some  other  manner,  is  so  far  neces- 
sary, that  without  it,  the  remaining  inhabitants  of  this 
(once  fertile  and  populous)   valley  will  scarcely  be| 
detained  at  their  dwellings  "till    the   Spring.     And, 
if  there  is  no  Expedition  to  the  westward  then,^. 
nor  a  force  more  considerable  than  Virginia  can  sup- 
port, posted  on  our  frontiers  (if  we  still  adhere  to  ourj 
destructive,  defensive  schemes,)  there  will  not,  next 
campaign  I  dare  affirm,  be  one  soul  living  on  this, 
side  the  Blue  Ridge  the  ensuing  autumn  ;  unless  it  be 
the  Troops  in  Garrison,  and  a  few  inhabitants  of  this 
town,  who  may  shelter  themselves  under  the  protec- 
tion of  this  fort.^This  I  know  to  be  the  immova- 
ble determination  of  all  the  settlers  of  this  County;] 
which  to  give  a  more  succinct  account  of   than   I , 
cou'd   in   writing,   was   the   principal   among   many! 
other  reasons  that  induced  me  to  ask  leave  to  come 
down.      It  was  not   to  enjoy  a  party  of  pleasure  I 
wanted  leave  of  absence  ;  I  have  been  indulged  with 
few  of  those,  winter  or  summer !     I  must  here  add, 
that  an  incredible  number  of  Inhabitants  has  fled  inj 
consequence  of  the  two  last  incursions  of  the  Enemy, 
of  which  your   Honor  has  already  been  advertised. 
And  that  I  have  taken  indefatigable  pains,  and  found 
it  no  easy  task  to  prevail  on  the  bulk  of  the  country  j 
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to  wait  the  consultations  of  this  winter,  and  the  event 
of  this  Spring.  I  do  not  know  on  whom  this  misera- 
ble and  undone  people  are  to  rely  for  redress.  If  the 
Assembly  are  to  give  it  to  them,  it  is  time  that  meas- 
ures were  concerting ;  if  we  are  to  seek  it  of  the 
Commander-in-chief,  it  is  time  our  grievances  were 
made  known  to  him  :  for  as  I  before  said,  another 
campaign,  such  as  was  the  last,  will  depopulate  this 
country.  Then  let  the  consequences  be  considered, — 
where  are  we  to  get  supplies  of  provisions  for  our 
armies,  when  this  valley  which  is  the  only  support  of 
thetn.  is  entirely  abandoned  to  an  Enemy,  which  by 
that  means  will  be  entirely  possessed  of  every  thing 
necessary  to  pursue  their  conquest ;  and  that  the 
adjacent  counties  will  fly  much  faster  than  this,  not 
being  half  so  well  settled,  is  a  fact  indisputable. 

I  shall  also  add,  what  I  did  not  in  my  last  (lest 
it  shou'd  be  thought  I  spoke  from  prejudice)  that 
Captain  Hog  is  the  most  unfit  person  in  the  world,  to 
raise  and  command  a  company  of  Rangers. — He  in 
the  first  place  is  generally  disliked, — were  he  not,  he 
has  neither  activity,  spirit  or  knowledge  enough  of 
the  woods,  to  answer  this  end.  And  again,  the  men 
most  proper  for  such  an  undertaking  would  be  back- 
ward to  enlist  under  him.  fearing  his  discipline ; 
whereas,  I  conceive,  a  person  in  some  degree  upon 
a  level  with  themselves  wou'd  have  it  in  his  power  to 
engage  for  the  good  pay  which  is  ofTcrcd.  hunts- 
men, who  have  been  used  to  arms  from  their  child- 
hood, and  in  a  particular  manner  acquainted  with  the 
country  from  which  many  have  been  drove. 
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These  are  my  reasons  against  Capt.  Hog.  and  i 
behalf  of  some  such  person  as  Mr.  Rutherford— t 
whom  I  have  no  particular  attachment,  or  desire  to 
serve.      He   refuses   to  accept  of  the  second  com- 
mand. 

I  have  expressed  my  sentiments  upon  this  latter,  ai 
well  as  the  first  affair,  with  the  utmost  candor  an 
sincerity  ;  in  doing  which  I  conceive  I  have  done  n 
more  than  my  duty. — The  whole  is  submitted  to  you 
Honor's  better  judgment. 

Yesterday  arrived  here  the  Indians  spoken  of  in 
the   enclosed   (copies  of   letters   which    came  with 
them  to  me)  I  purchased  four  Horses,  bridles,  an 
saddles,  for  £,M\^,  and  send  them  off  to-day,  escorto 
by  an  officer  who  is  charged  with  the  care  of  conduc 
ing  them  thro'  this  Colony.      The  Cherokees  that 
were  on  the    Branch,  are  on   their  return  to  their 
nation,  having  left  this  for  that  purpose  several  days 
ago.    They  met  (about  8  miles  beyond  Fort  Cumber- 
land) a  party  of  Indians  under  command  of  a  French 
cadet,  whom  they  engaged.     The  French  cadet  w 
killed  and  scalped, — his  orders  found,  which  Captain' 
Dagvvorthydetained.  without  even  sending  me  a  copy 
of  them.     I  understand,  however  he  was  ordered  to 
take  a  view  of  Fort  Cumberland  and  then  proceed 
into  the  Inhabitants,  to  kill,  captivate,  and  lay  waste 
the  country. 

Mr.  Kennedy  I  shall  appoint  in  the  place  of  Mr. 
Hamilton.     I  am.  &c. 


ch 

py 


p.  S.     Your  Honor  has  not  mentioned  what  pa; 
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the  officers  commissioned  and  non-commission'd,  arc 
to  have. 

I  con'd  seltle  the  provisions  in  dispute  at  Fort 
Cumberland,  with  Doctor  Ross  upon  no  other  terms 
than  these  ; — He  is  to  replace  the  flour  and  so  much 
of  the  beef  as  the  Marylanders  used  at  this  place,  and 
to  pay  for  the  flour  and  beans, — The  remainder  of 
the  beef  I  must  have  transported  to  the  Branch. 


TO    JOHN   ROBINSON,  SPEAKER  OF    THE  HOUSE  OF 
BURGESSES. 

FoKT  LouDOUH,  sj  October,  \^y|. 


1  applied  to  the  Governor  for  leave  to  come  down 
in  order  to  settle  my  accounts  before  he  left  the 
country,  and  to  represent  the  melancholy  situation  of 
our  distressed  frontiers,  which  no  written  narrative 
can  so  well  describe,  as  a  verbal  account  to  a  judi- 
cious person  inclined  to  hear.  In  a  verbal  account. 
the  questions  resulting  from  one  relation  beget 
others,  'till  matters  are  perfectly  understood  ;  where- 
as the  most  explicit  writing  will  be  found  deficient 
But  his  Honor  was  pleased  to  deny  his  leave,  think- 
ing my  request  unreasonable,  and  that  I  had  some 
party  of  pleasure  in  view. 

I  have,  in  a  letter  by  this  conveyance,  endeavored  to 
set  in  as  clear  a  point  of  light  as  I  am  able,  the  situation 
of  our  frontiers,  and  the  disposition  of  the  inhabitants, 
to  the  governor ;  and  shall  endeavor  also,  in  as  suc- 
cinct a  manner  as  possible,  to  make  you  sensible  oiboi/t. 
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In  doing  which  it  will  be  necessary  to  observe  to 
you  that  the:  inhabitants  of  this  fertile,  and  (once) 
populous  valley,  are  now  become  our  most  western 
settlers,  save  the  few  families  that  are  for  ted  on  the^ 
Branch ;  that  the  enemy  have,  in  great  measured 
ceased  committing  hostilities  on  the  Branch,  an< 
fallen  upon  the  people  of  this  valley  ;  and  that  a  conr 
siderabie  part  of  them  have  already  removed.  This,^ 
by  persons  unacquainted  with  the  countr)',  and  the 
enemy  we  have  to  deal  with,  may  be  attributed  to 
the  cowardice  of  the  inhabitants,  or  inactivity  of  the 
soldiers,  but  by  others  it  will  be  imputed  to  neither. 
No  troops  in  the  universe  can  guard  against  the  cun- 
ning and  wiles  of  Indians.  No  one  can  tell  where 
they  will  fall,  till  the  mischief  is  done,  and  then  't  is 
in  vain  to  pursue:.  Tlic  inhaliitants  see,  and  are  con- 
vinced of  this,  which  makes  each  family  afraid  of 
standing  in  the  gap  of  danger ;  and  by  retreating, 
one  behind  another,  they  depopulate  the  country. 
and  leave  it  to  the  enemy,  who  subsist  upon  the  plun- 
der. This.  Sir,  is  a  matter  of  fact  which  you  may 
depend  on  from  me  ;  and  further,  if  we  pursue  a  de- 
fensive plan  next  campaign,  there  will  not,  by  th«^| 
autumn,  be  one  soul  living  on  this  side  of  the  Blue 
Ridge,  except  the  soldiers  in  garrison,  and  such 
of  the  inhabitants  as  may  seek  shelter  therein.  This, 
Sir,  I  know  to  be  the  immovable  determination  of  the 
people  ;  and,  believe  me,  when  I  tell  you,  that  I  have 
been  at  great  pains,  before  I  could  prevail  on  them 
to  wait  the  consultations  of  this  winter,  and  the  event 
of  spring. 
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I  do  not  know  on  whom  those  miserable,  undone 
people  are  to  rely  for  redress.  If  the  Assembly  are 
to  give  it  to  them,  it  is  time  that  mcasurt-s  at  least 
were  concerting,  and  not  when  they  should  be  going 
into  execution,  as  has  always  been  the  case.  If  they 
are  to  seek  it  from  the  Commander-in-chief,  it  is 
time  our  grievances  were  made  known  to  him  ;  for  I 
cannot  forbear  repeating  again,  that  while  wc  pursue 
defensive  measures  we  pursue  inevitable  ruin,  the 
loss  of  the  country  being  the  inevitable  and  fatal  con- 
sequence. There  will  be  no  end  to  our  troubles, 
while  we  follow  this  plan,  and  every  year  will  increase 
our  expense.  This,  my  dear  Mr.  Speaker,  I  urge  not 
only  as  an  officer,  but  as  a  friend,  who  has  property 
in  the  country  and  is  unwilling  to  lose  it  This  it  is, 
also,  that  makes  me  an.\ioiis  for  doing  more  than 
barely  represent,  which  is  all  that  is  expected  of  an 
officer  commanding. 

It  is  not  possible  for  me  to  convey  a  just  sense  of 
the  posture  of  our  affairs.  It  would  be  vanity  to  at- 
tempt it.  I.  therefore,  content  myself  with  entreat- 
ing you  to  use  your  influence  to  prevent  such  delays, 
as  wc  have  hitherto  met  with,  if  you  think  this  affair 
depends  upon  the  Assembly.  If  you  think  the  As- 
sembly have  done  what  they  are  able,  and  that 
recourse  must  be  had  elsewhere,  I  am  determined,  as 
I  will  neither  spare  cost  nor  pains,  to  apply  to  Colo- 
nel Stanwix  (who  commands  on  this  quarter,  with 
whom  I  am  acquainted,  and  from  whom  I  have  re- 
ceived several  kind  and  affectionate  letters.)  for  leave 
to  wait  on  him  with  an  account  of  our  circumstances. 


5IO 


THE  WRfTINGS  OF 


[1751 


Through  these  means,  perhaps,  wc  may  be  able 
draw  a  little  of  Lord  Loudoun's  attention  to  the  pre^^ 
servatton  of  these  colonies. 

Pray  let  me  have  your  sentiments '  in  respect  to 
these  affairs.  1  have  not  time  to  put  my  thoughts 
on  these  matters  in  a  pn>per  dress.  The  bearer  is  in 
waiting,  and  I  am  in  other  respects  hurried.  But  the 
truth  of  what  I  have  asserted,  believe  me,  is  unques* 
tionable ;  as  well  as  that  I  am.  with  the  most  affection 
ate  regards,  your  most  obedient  servant  and  fricne 


TO  GOVERNOR  DINWIDDIE. 

Fort  Lottdono.  s  Novcmbcf.  1757. 

Sir, 

Duty  to  my  country,  and  his  Majesty's  Interest 
indispensably  require,  that  I  again  trouble  your  Honoi' 
on  the  subject  of  Indian  affairs  here,  which  have  been 
impeded  and  embarrassed  by  such  a  train  of  mismar 
agement,  as  a  continuance  of  which  must  inevitablj 
produce  melancholy  consequences. 

The  sincere  disposition  the  Cherokees  have 
trayed  to  espouse  our  cause  heartily  has  been  dcr 


'  The  5|)eakFi.  at  the  conclusion  of  his  airnwrr  to  thi^  letter,  iXlet  nMntii 
iDg  the  Governor's  inlcnrfed  departure,  wrilci: — 

"We  hRve  not  yet  hcoid  wlin  is  to  succeed  him.     God  grant  It  mK$  \ 
ttomcbof-Ly  lictler  Hci^uAtntcd  with  Ibc  unhappy  bu^inns  wc  hftvc  in  hind,  ' 
who,  by  his  conduct  nnd  counsel,  may  di&pel  the  cloud  now  hanging  over  Ih 
diitresscd  country.     Till  that  event,  I  beg.  my  dcAi  friend,  that  you  nQ]  I 
*a  (ac  as  a  man  of  honor  ought,  the  diEcaurBgcinetilt  and  blighth  you  have  I 
often  met  with,  nnd  continue  to  tervc  yout  country,  as  1  am  convinced  yO 
hive  always  hitherto  done,  in  the  best  manner  you  can  with  the  small  asijt- ' 
aiice  allorded  you." 
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onstratcd  beyond  the  most  distant  doubt ;  and.  if 
rewarded  in  the  manner  in  which  that  laudable  and 
meritorious  disposition  entitles  them  to,  would,  in  all 
human  probability,  soon  effect  a  favorable  change  in 
the  present  (apparently)  desperate  situation  of  this 
poor  unhappy  part  of  his  Majesty's  dominions. 

But,  in  the  stead  of  meeting  with  that  great  encour- 
agement, which  the  essential  ser\'ices  of  that  brave 
people  undoubtedly  merit,  several  of  them,  after  hav- 
ing undergone  the  rudest  toils  and  fatigues  of  an 
excessively  long  march,  destitute  of  the  conveniences 
and  almost  necessaries  of  life,  and,  (to  give  us  still 
more  convincing  proofs  of  their  strong  attachment 
to  our  interest)  in  that  very  situation  went  to  war, 
and  in  the  way  behaved  nobly  (from  which  we  have 
reaped  a  signal  advantage,)  and  when  they  re- 
turned here,  with  an  enemy's  scalp,  baggage  and 
other  trophies  of  honor,  they  must  have  gone  home 
without  any  kind  of  reward  or  thanks,  or  even  provi- 
sions to  support  them  on  their  march,  justly  fired  with 
the  highest  resentment  for  their  mal-treatment,  had 
not  I  and  my  officers  strained  a  point,  procured 
them  some  things,  of  which  they  were  in  abso- 
lute want,  and  made  it  the  object  of  our  care,  io 
various  respects,  to  please  them." 

Another  party  of  those  Indians  since  opportunely 
arrived  to  our  assistance,  at  the  very  juncture  the 
enemy  made  an  irruption  into  this  settlement,  pur- 


■  It  will  be  nmcmbertd.  that  Colonel  Wa^ingion  wax  not  now  charged  with 
]nJ<*n  Aftim,  nai  rumL'.lieil  wlih»ny  intlnciion* (in ibti  bead.  An  igent  hail 
been  appoinicd  for  the  purpoie. 
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sued  their  tracks,  came  up  with  three  of  them,  twc 
of  whom  they  scalped,  and  wounded  the  third.     They' 
are  now  returned  from  this  pursuit,  and  are  nearly  it 
the  same  situation  with  those  abovementioned. 
applied  to  Captain  Gist  in  their  behalf,  and  told  him] 
I  must  represent  the  matter  to  your  Honor.      But  h< 
assures  me.  he  has  neither  goods  to  reward  them," 
money  to  procure  them,  or  even  an  interpreter,  which 
totally  incapacitates  him  for  doing  any  kind  of  servicaj 
If  so  (which  I  have  no  reason  to  doubt)  it  is  surpris 
ing,  that    any  man    should  be   entrusted    with    the' 
negotiating  such  important  affairs,  and  not  be  pos*. 
sessed  of  the  means  to  accomplish  the  undertaking;! 
By  which  he.  and  several  others,  who  received  higli 
pay  from  Virginia,  are  not  only  rendered  useless,  but 
our  interests  with  those  Indians  is  at  the  brink  of 
destruction.      Whenever  a  party  of  them  arrive  here, 
they  immediately  apply  to  me  ;  but  1  have  neither  any 
thing  to  give  them,  nor  any  right  to  do  it.    Nor  is  there 
anybody  to  inform  them  to  what  these  and  their  othctJ 
disappointments  are  owing;    which  reduces  me  to 
dilemma,  as  I  would  most  gladly  be  extricated  from. 

I  must  likewise  beg  leave  to  mention  to  your  Hono( 
once  more  the  vast  hardships,  many  of  the  people 
groan  under  here,  having  been  so  long  kept  out  of 
the  money,  that  the  country  owes  them  on  account  of 
the  Indians. 

When  I  proposed  going  down  to  Williamsburg, 
many  of  them  brought  their  accounts  to  me,  which  I 
intended,  (had  your  Honor  given  me  liberty,)  to 
lay  before  your  Honor.      I  mention  this  circumstance. 


I 


t757l 


GEORGE  WASHINGTON. 


5<3 


not  with  any  view  of  being  employed  in  examining 
and  paying  off  those  accounts,  (which  for  many  rea- 
sons I  can  by  no  means  undertake,)  but  in  hope  that 
your  Honor  will  be  pleased  to  give  directions  to  and  de- 
nominate some  person  for  that  purpose,  for  the  neglect 
of  which  so  manypoorpeoplegreallysuffer."    I  am,  &c 

'  Tkis  was  )iu  Utt  Utter  to  Governor  Dintriddie.  It  wu  dnlj  uitw«i«d. 
•ad  further  proviitons  were  tntcle  for  the  Indluit. 

Colonel  Wuhinglon  wi;  now  Uborlog  nndcr  an  inJUpMitino,  which  khoilly 
iaciciucd  lo  Bn  aUnning  illncti.  He  Icfi  the  army  «<  the  prising  request  of 
the  (urj^cnn  (Dr.  Ciatk.  hU  phyiician  and  inlimDle  friend  through  life),  and 
rctiicil  to  Mount  Vernon,  where  he  was  reduced  so  low  by  dyientety  and  (over, 
that  ii  wu  more  than  (our  months  before  he  wu  able  lo  rciDmc  hii  command. 
The  (iovernor  tailed  (or  Europe  in  Januitr)'. 

tifvr^  Muon.  the  neighbour  and  friend  of  Colonel  Wuhington,  wrote  to 
him  on  the  4th  of  January,  urainB  htm  not  to  ibinV  o(  joining  the  army  in  the 
pteicnl  Male  of  hit  hcallh,  and  addini;, — "  Vou  will  in  all  prababillty  brinj;  on 
a  relapto,  and  render  yourself  incapable  of  serving  ihe  public  at  a  lime,  when 
there  maybe  the  ulmoil  occaiion.  There  is  nolhing  more  certain,  than  that  a 
{icitlcman  of  your  tiaiion  owes  iho  care  or  his  health  and  his  life  not  only  to 
himKU  and  his  iiiendt,  but  Co  his  country." 
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